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Plenty of Show Biz (And Gambling) 


In Las Vegas; Resort Ambitions: " 


Las Vegas, Nev., Feb. 

For a less than 25,000 pop. ae 
Las Vegas has more night life and 
gambling than in the halcyon days 
of Saratoga in August, Miami in 
the winter, and New Orleans and 
Galvesion in their heyday. The 
gimmick is the gambling. The dif- 
ference is that it’s legal. 

Result is that this Nevada town 
is more brightly illuminated per 
block than any Main Street except- 
ing Times Sq. True, the 
town” sector only runs two blocks, 
but what there is of it is lit up like 
a Christmas tree 
Center. Twentyfour - hours - a-day 
gambling spots like the Golden 
Nugget stand out like beacon 
lights. 

There are gags galore about slot- 
machines in everything but 
churches and maternity wards. 
But the parishioners and the ex- 


“donate.” 

one-armed bandits en route to 

breakfast, and casinos in the de 
(Continued on page 20) 


‘Operation Airlift’ Cues 
New Angle for Video— 
As Potent War Weapon 


Significance of television both 
as an educational medium and a 
military weapon was amply exploit- 
ed by NBC-TV Sunday 
“Operation Airlift TV,” four-hour 
program of a simulated air recon- 
naissance mission produced in co- 
operation with the U. S. Air Force. 

Viewers were treated to an ac- 
tual birdseye View of Cleveland, 
Washington and New York, as two 
Army planes circles over the cities 
with TV cameras poked through 
their doors. Full explanation of 
the mission by the various NBC 
announcers and Army brass fur- 
* nished a complete look-see of the 
airlift to the audience. While the 
military implications involved were 
played down, they were obvious, 
pointing up the part TV can play 
if-there is ever another war. 

One plane took off from Chicago 
to fly east and was supposed to 

(Continued on page 62) 


Jolson Completes Cycle, 
Goes Minstrel for TV 


Al Jolson, when he goes on tele- 
Vision for NBC, with a super-duper 
minstrel show, will have completed 
the cycle. His career started with 
Lew Dockstadter’s Minstrels. 
S0n today is the lone name rew- 
nant of the great age of minstrelsy. 

When the video minstrel show 
debuts, NBC has promised the 
showman the biggest ali - out, 
Marching - down - Broadway street 
Parade, in full regalia and with all- 
Star turnout to herald the 1949 
Version of yesteryear minstrelsy, 


and do, 
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“down- | 


in Rockefeller | 


They feed the} 


(6) in its! 


all “4 y ee. day electronic trap- on their in 





‘Social Miscarriage 


For Birth of an al 


The actor’s dream—‘they laugh- 
ed so loud that somebody gave 
birth in the balcony’’—almost came 
true, literally, Monday (7) at the 
| Roxy, N.Y., where Danny Kaye is 
currently headlining. The manage- 


iment was all set to zing it for Kaye, | 


| publicity-wise, when an expectant 
;}mother was rushed from the thea- 
tre to a maternity hospital. 


One little detail stopped the! 
obvious ballyhoo. An _ assistant | 
manager called everything off 


‘when he learned the mother-to-be 
| was unmarried. 





Hoover Hails Video 


pectant papas have plenty of near-, 
by way-stations wherein they can, | 


As FBI Adjunct 
J 

Washington, Feb. 8. 
| Smart cash-in on news values by | 


|WMAL-TV, the ABC outlet here, | 
{brought commendation for video 
|last night (7) from J. Edgar Hoover 
las new assistance in upholding law 
‘and order. 

Washington Daily News, Scripps- 
Howard afternoon tabloid, 


(Continued on page 61) 


‘Nature Boy’ Composer 
Seeks to Prove Identity 
In Tracing Childhood 


Chanute, Kan., Feb. 8. 
Eden Ahbez, ‘““Nature Boy” com- 
poser, is seeking verification of his 
native identity as George McGrew 
here in order to protect his rights 
to the tune, a best seller last sum- 
mer. In a letter to the Chanute 
(Continued on page 61) 


‘SALESMAN’ SNARES 
2506 B’WAY ADVANCE 


Salesman,” new 








i “Death of a 


Arthur Miller drama, opens tomor- 
irow night (Thur.) at the Morosco, 
N. Y., with an advance estimated 


at about $250,000, of which about 


$90,000 is represented by 22. thea-, 


tre parties. There have’ been 
around 5,000 mail orders 
,continuous boxoffice line since the 


window sale opened Jan. 31. This 


for a show without a 
Kermit Bloomgarden 
Fried are producing. 

was budgeted at 
$100,000, but will actually haver 
cost only about $50,000 to bring 
to Broadway. figuring the profit 
on the Philadelphia tryout. 
ers will receive a 50°o installment 
si{ment within a week 
opening. 


remarkable 
top name. 
and Walter 

Production 


jor so ol the 


ap-| 
peared yesterday (Mon.) with a UP | 
story on the FBI’s 10 most wanted | 


and a! 


ee: * 


rT 





M EXECS § 
Val AY FUT 


By ABEL GREEN 


ii 














connate 
. -: 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Hollywood is getting back into 
its production stride. But as an 
after-effect of going through the 
travails of a major postwar re- 
adjustment, the industry is still 


groping amid new ideas for produc- 


tion, new formulas for salesman- 
ship, and new trends in distrib- 
exhib relations. And, of course, 


| there’s television—is it a bane or 
|'boon? That’s what Hollywood is 
trying to find out. 

Viewing the industry’s future, 
Louis B. Mayer says, “I am -re- 
minded of the late Marcus Loew 
jalways pounding home to Nick 
|Schenck, Bob Rubin, myself and 
the others that the picture business 
was a Woolworth business where 
they can bring the entire family. 
And to keep them coming, we need 
spectacles like ‘Gone With the 
Wind,’ ‘Joan of Arc,’ etc.,” he said, 

(Continued on page 55) 


‘Once-a-Week-Tele Too 
Much,’ Sez Cantor In 
Pabst Deal Stalemate 


é Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Eddie Cantor broke off negotia- 
tions with Harris Perlstein, prexy 





Cantor’s services on TV and radio 
upon expiration of the present con- 
tract next month. 

Dispute revolves around C:ntor’s 
‘desire to do a bi- weekly video re- | 
vue with Pabst holding out for a 
weekly show. 
possible to do his type of program 
on television every week. He is 
also interested in doing tape re- 
cordings of his radio program, with 
first cuttings set for Feb. 25 with 
Burns & Allen guesting. 

At huddles here were Abe Last- 





fogel, gnl. mgr. of the William Mor- | 


ris office; Sam Weisbord, of the 
Coast Morris agency; and Nate and 
‘Harris Perlstein, of Pabst. Cantor 

will resume negotiations when he | 
comes back to the midwest for | 
broadcasts from 
and from Milwaukee April 1. 





Margaret Truman May 


Although 
signed yet, 


nothing has 
it’s likely that Margaret 


Truman will do her first commer- | 
Jol- preliminary reaction is cons sidered cial radio stint as a guest on the. 
Sunday night Fred Allen program. 


Miss Truman is currently in N. Y. 


| preparing for her concert tour next | 
she’s held her- | 
self aloof from any radio ets 


fall, but thus far 


ments. 
Only previous appearance of the | 


Back- President’s daughter on radio was | 


as guest vocalist with the Detroit | 
Symp! 1Or 


‘ sons back. 


Annual subscription, 
Office at New York 


of Pabst, the comic’s sponsor, yes- | 
terday (Mon.) over a new pact for | 


Cantor feels it is im- | 


| letter, 


Peoria March 21, | 


Sing on Allen’s Alley 


been | 


’ Orchestra a couple — 
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‘Mermaid Birth Control 


Adopted by Johnston 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Unmarried mermaids are. not 
permitted to have children on the 
American screen, although they 
may get away with it in England. 
The Johnston Office has ordered a 
bit of scissoring on “Miranda,” 
British film in which Glynis Johns 
plays a mermaid engaged in vari- 
ous flirtations on dry land. 

* An epilog, doomed by the Johns- 
ton censors, shows the mermaid 
sitting on the beach at Capri with 
a merminnow in her arms, al- 
though the film depicts no record 
of her wedding to a merman. 


TV Paves Way For 
Vaude’s Comeback 


Abe Lastfogel (William Mor- 
ris) and Jules C. Stein (Music Corp. 
of America) are authorities for the 
belief that it is inevitable vaude- 
ville will do a comeback because 
(of television. Even now the mani- 








| festations are evident. Names 
‘like Bob Hope, Tony Martin, 
Spike Jones, Danny Kaye, et 


al., and the soon-due repeat tours 
(Continued on page 62) 


‘Steel’s Gailmor ‘Ripley’ Is 
Blueprint for Return Of 
Liberal Gabbers to Air 


Commentator Johannes Steel’s 
sponsorship of another commenta- 
tor, William S. Gailmor, via WLIB, 
N. Y., on behalf of Steel’s News- 
is but the first step in an 
ambitious project being  blue- 

(Continued on page 61) 
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show producers, that of hostile day 


| public 


WOR’s Night Transcriptions K.0. 


ime Giveaway Show Moochers 


Problem irking many giveaway 


time audiences, has been solved 
in part by WOR, N. Y. Mutual out- 
let has just started transcribing 


some afternoon participation stan- 
zas at night. 

Station found that attendance at 
afternoon giveaways was hogged 
by professionals, who came only to 
bring home the hams, not for en- 
tertainment. When they weren't 
picked to participate, they would 
sit on their hands and sulk, some- 
times going so far as to boo the 
emcee or other contestants. 

Emcees found prize - happy 
femmes resorting to all kinds of 
chicanery to get themselves picked 
as contestants—buttonholing the 
producers, lying about their home 
town, telling fantastic stories. And 
when they ‘didn’t heckle, they 
walked out in mid-broadcast. 

Using the _ record-’em-at-night 
strategy, WOR is experimenting 

(Continued on page 63) 


NBC Planning One-Shot - 
Subway Train TV Pickup 
As Public Servicer 


First remote television pickup 
ever attempted from a_ subway 
train is being planned by NBC for 
an early experimental one-shot. 
Web plans to stage the show as a 
service explanation § to 
hordes of strap-hangers on how 
the complicated subway svsiem 
works in New York, Philadelphia, 
Boston and Chicago. 

In each of the four cities, 
camera would be placed on the 
platform of a subway station, with 
another one actually riding at the 
front end of a train. Cuts would 
then be made from city to city via 
the coaxial cable, with an announ- 
er on hand at each spot to explain 


(Continued on page 63) 
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Radio, 


Tele, Newsreels Gang Up 
Vs. Ban by House Red Probers. 


% 





Washington, Feb. 8 *¢ 


Squawks resulting from the ban | 
on radio, television and newsreel | 
eoverage of future hearings of the 
Ylouse Un-American Activities 
Committee were reaching the pro- 
yortions of a cause celebre this 
week. 

Latest to join in the protests was 
¢he National Assn. of Broadcasters 
which issued a blast at the Com- 
mittee yesterday (7) for making a 
fecision ‘so sweeping as to deprive 
Are American people of a great 
4eal of truly priceless informa- 
tion.” Committee action in barring 
radio and television is discrimina- 
ion against “some forms of report- 
ing the news,” said NAB, in asking 
Mat media reps be given the 
vhance to explain the value of their 
poverage to listening and viewing 
audiences. 

Committee chairman John S. 
Wood, of Georgia, meanwhile in- 
formed Mutual commentator Al- 
bert L. Warner, chairman of the 
House Radio Correspondents Assn., 


he would take up an appeal from 
the correspondents when the full 
cominittee next meets in executive 
sessgn. Warner had asked for 
reconsideration of the ban, which 
also includes recordings and still 
photographers. 

The Committee decision, which 
was agreed to unanimously to re- 
move the taint of sensationalism 
from its operations, served to focus 
attention on the value_of wire, 
tape and film in documenting radio 
and television coverage of public 
hearings. Edward R. “Murrow of 
CBS, protesting the ban in his 
Feb. 1 news broadcast, emphasized 
the objectivity of the microphone. 

Murrow’s stand in behalf of 
radio and camera induced CBS to 
formally protest “against exclusion 


of broadcasting. television and 
recording equipment from public 
sessions” of the Committee... Bar- 


ring the citizenry from “personal 
observation of public sessions,” 
CBS said, nullifies the benefits 
Americans are entitled to through 
the medium of radio. 

NAB’s protest also pointed to 
the documentary value of radio in 
mews reporting. A. D. Williard. 
exec veepee, wrote Chairman Wood 
the Committee action seemed to 
him a kind of discrimination “in 
a very disturbing sense.” Tele- 
vision, tape recording and instan- 
faneous broadcasts of hearings, he 
paid, are “new forms of. journal- 
tsm.” 

Others who joined in the pro- 
tests were Walter Compton, mana- 
ger of DuMont’s Washington tele- 
vision outlet. WTTG, and Hilmar 
Baukhage, ABC commentator. 


Indications that the committee 
might reverse its stand came in a 
statement by Chairman Wood to 
Murrow. “For myself,” Wood said, 
“I'm not at all sure that the com- 
mittee is not losing more than it 
is gaining. All the avenues of in- 
formation to the American public 
are valuable. I know that the com- 
mittee has abused its publicity 
perogatives in the past. But I’m 
not sure that the action we have 
taken is the way to correct that. 
It doesn’t make too much sense to 
burn down the barn to get rid of 
the rats.” 


Doc Bites Man 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Annoyed by night call from 
Hooper surveys, Dr. James R. Wil- 
son of suburban Winnetka did some 
phoning himself. He finally located 
C. E. Hooper at his home in New 
Lebanon, Conn., and via long dis- 
tance phone got a promise to con- 


sider elimination of doctors from | 


Hooper polls. 


Dr. Wilson forgot to ask Hooper | 


if he had his radio on. 


Bevhills Fancy 





Legit-Pix-TVer' 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Top show business personalities 
in Hollywood are combining to put 
up a triple-play film-legit-video 
showcase in the first major post- 
war theatre construction project in 
the film capital. Bankrolled 


repping Floyd Odlum’s Atlas Corp., 
the blueprints comprise an ultra- 
modern 1,500 film seater, a 1,000- 
seat legit theatre and studios for 
television production. The ven- 
ture will be located on Wilshire 
Blvd. in a choice realty sector three 
blocks from the Beverly-Wilshire 
hotel. 

With the goal of creating a first- 
rate legit center in Beverly Hills, 
a group of film stars and directors 
with stage backgrounds will par- 
ticipate on the 11-member board 
of director to aid in the project’s 
management. 
up for the board include Rosalind 
Russell, Gregory Peck, Jerry Wald 
and John Garfield, with Elia Kazan 
likely to be named shortly. Wil- 
liam L. Pereira, studio production 
designer, is also on the board and 
will help draw up the architectural 
plans. 

Fanchon & Marco, theatre chain 
operators, will handle the center’s 
business affairs. Marco Wolf, for 
F&M, contributed the ground for 
the construction, which will stimu- 
late realty values in that area. A 
square block parking space area 
will service the theatres on the 
next block. The legit house will 
have a new type of design based on 
three concentric stages instead of 
using the revolving stage principle. 


BOB HOPE 32-DAY TOUR 





_ RACKS UP 6506 GROSS 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 








at | 
$1,000,000 by N. Peter Rathvon, | 


Those already lined | 





348th Week! 

3,559 Performances 

All-time long run record 
legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 


in the 





“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


And now in world-wide release 


“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 


SEN. JOE MARTIN ASKS 
CUT IN ADHISH TAXES 


Washington, Feb. 8. 


Bill introduced last week by Rep. 
Joseph W. Martin, Jr., (R., Mass.), 








| 
| 


Republican floor leader of the 
House and its former Speaker, 
would restore the levels for ex- 


cises, dropping the admissions tax | 
from 20% to 10% and the nitery 
bite from 20° to 5°%. 

Action by Martin indicates that 
the Republican policy is liable to 
be a drive to reduce the excises, | 
although President Truman _ has 
declared in favor of keeping the! 
levies at their present levels. In! 
a statement accompanying his bill, 
Martin said: 

“Congress and the Administra- 
tion can no longer justify the 
maintenance of high wartime ex- 
cise rates on a few products of in- 
dustry. The time has arrived when 
such rates are bad for business, 
bad for the thousands of employees 
of the affected industries, and, so 


“far as the Treasury is concerned, 


they are subject to the law of di- 
minishing returns.” 


A&C Oldies Big B.0. 
For U on 8 and 16m 


Distribution through 16m _ out- 
lets of old Abbott & Costello fiims 
has netted Universal $250,000 and 
U is now mulling the possibility of 
releasing them to television sta- 


tions through United World Films, 
its’ wholly-owned subsidiary. TV 
pix may carry title, “If you want 
;}to rent these films for home use, 





Final audit of the Bob Hope per-| 4PPly_ to your local distributor” 
sonal appearance tour around the | ‘such as Bell & Howell, ete.) U 
country reveals that gross topped has them available in 8m also. 


$650.000, accordin 
Pictures. Hope 


to Paramount | 
id 39 perform-'|to U about the non-theatrical dis- | 
ances in 32 days, having started trib, but the company has settled 


Understood that A.&C. squawked 


Jan. 5 in Ft. Worth, winding up with the comedy team for a flat 


Saturday (4) in Oklahoma City. 


Most of Hope’s dates were on a) 
percentage basis only. Some of his | 


, Sum. 





larger stops were in arenas con- 1,100 TV Sets Installed 


trolled by the Arena Managers | 


Assn. which called for an even 
split of the gross. 
Hope were the cast of his radio 


On tour with! 


In $20,000,000 Tex. Hotel 


Houston, Tex, Feb.8. 
Come St. Patrick’s Day on March 


show which included Hy Averbach, 17, an Irishman’s $20,000,000 dream 
Doris Day, Les Brown orch and wili come true here. That’s the day 


Billy Farrell. 


when wealthy oilman Glenn 


Hope exceeded the mark set on McCarthy opens the nation’s big- 
his previous personal appearance gest postwar hotel here. And it’s 


tour. 
000 at that time. 
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His troupe racked up $480,- to be known as the Shamrock. 


Each of the plushy 1,100 rooms 
and suites will have television. as 
well as FM and AM radio and 
wired recordings. 

A host of radio and film stars 
will be on hand during that week 
to help McCarthy celebrate and 
originate their shows here. 
McCarthy in addition to his oil 
holdings owns and operates KXYZ 
here and has film interests. 





| paper. 





New Kind of Picture Biz 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


A second kind of picture biz has developed to major proportions 


in Hollywood in recent years. 


Much of the picture colony which 


has not gone in for active work with the brush and oils itself, has 


been acquiring the works of top painters. 


Cultural side of the collections 
players, producers and directors 
such pictures as an investment. 


? 
that have been built up by name 
is only primary to the value of 
Result is that scattered among 


Hollywood homes are enough important canvases—including W|- 
liam Goetz’s recently acquired $100,000 Van Gogh—to fill a very 


sizeable gallery. 


Responsible for much of the Hollywood interest is Reeves Lew- 


enthal, owner of the Associated 
York. 


American Artists setup in New 


After making many trips to the Coast to sell paintings, 


Lewenthal recently opened an AAA branch in Hollywood. Lewen- 


thal specializes in contemporary 


modern American painters, but 


many of his customers, such as Edward G, Robinson, Arthur Horn- 


blow, Jr., Arthur Freed, Claudet 
(and Billy Rose in New York) ha\ 


te Colbert, Delmer Daves, Goetz 


re widened their tastes to acquire 


product of the French and Italian modern school and even some 


of the classicists. 


In addition some, like Miss Colbert, Doris Lloyd 


(Mrs. Robinson), Mrs. Dore (Miriam) Schary, Gregory Peck, the 
Jean Negulescos (Dusty Anderson), et al., are more than fair 


painters on their own. 








| Willkie’s ‘One World’ 


Slated by Zanuck 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Twentieth-Fox is reactivating | 
Wendell L. Willkie’s “One World,” 
on the shelf several years. Lensing 
this summer is planned. No pro-| 
ducer is set but understanding is | 
it'll be under Darryl F. Zanuck’s 
personal supervision. 
Tome was penned when Willkie 
was chairman of the board at 
20th. 


Radio-Pix-Press 


Program for AFL 


Miami, Feb. 8. 
Following through on organized 
labor’s job for President Truman 





during the election campaign, 
American Federation of Labor 
chieftains, at their current exec 


board meet here, are mapping an 
unprecedented all-year_round pro- | 
gram of public information via ra- 
dio, films and the press. The proj- 
ect will be managed by the Labor 
League for Political Education, set 
up last year by the AFL after the 
Taft-Hartley law banned its direct 
participation in politics. 

Plans. as detailed in the report 
of Morris S. Novick, N. Y. radio 
consultant who handled the 
League’s presidential radio cam- 
paign, calls for an annual budget 
of $750,000, with the major chunk 
to be spent on radio. Coin will be 
raised by a voluntary 10c-a-year 
contribution from the AFL’s 7,- 
500,000 members by committees of 


. the League set up in the individual 


AFL unions. Go-ahead signal for | 
the project is awaiting the final | 
okay of Labor League toppers, ex- | 
pected within a couple of days. 
Although education via radio is) 
due for the main accent, the AFL | 
will also extend its documentary | 
film program and will embark on 
the publication of a weekly news- | 
Film production program, | 
still on a modest scale, will con- 
tinue to be handled by the AFL 
Hollywood Film Council which | 


, turned out three labor shorts last 


year. Launching of the weekly | 
newspaper shortly is an additional 
facet of the AFL’s growing public 
relations awareness. 

The AFL’s broadcast plunge has 
been blueprinted by Novick, whose 
original report was adopted by the 
AFL national convention last fall 
in Cleveland, as a medium for sell- 
ing labor unions to the public 
through educational service. AFL 
programming will be carried | 
through on local and network levels 
and will comprise both informa- 
tion and straight entertainment | 
airers. | 

Chief aim of the AFL’s projected 
p.r. drive is to cash in on labor’s 
enhanced political prestige as a re- 
sult of its part in the recent Demo- 
cratic Party victory. Via its radio 
programming and newspaper, the 


| AFL also plans to publicize the 
‘activities of the flock of Congress- 


‘men elected with organized labor's | 


Stroud Twin’s School 
Dallas, Feb. 8. 
Claude Stroud. one of the Stroud 
Twins, who hail from Kaufman, 
Tex., has returned here and plans | 
to open the Claude Stroud Studios, 
a theatrical talent development 
school sometime this month. 


Associated with Stroud will be 
Boyce DeGaw. playwright and 
screen writer, who has been under | 
contract at various times with War- | 
ners, Universal, Metro and Para-| 
mount, ' 


support. Regular reports from the 
legislators will be made to their 
local constituents under AFL 
auspices. * 





Femmes Can Rest Easy 


Paris, Feb. 8. 

No radical changes are seen in 
the couturiers’ openings to avoid | 
risk of outmoding Hollywood prod- 
uct. 

Femme clothes have same length, 
with normal waistline and shoul-' 
ders. i 


Show Biz Tapped 
For Bond Drive 


Washington, Jan. 8. 
Show biz is being tapped to par- 
ticipate heavily in the next Saving 
Bonds Drive—the Opportunity 


| Drive—which is slated to run from 
| May 15 to June 30. It will be Uncle 
Sam’s biggest and most 


intensive 
bond effort since the Victory Loan 
of 1945, and he is going all] out to 


line up the radio-pix cooperation 
which made the war loans so color- 
ful and helped make them so suc- 
cessful. 

An all-industry motion picture 
session is slated here for tomorrow 
(9) at which reps of production, dis- 
tribution and exhibition will sit in 
with Treasury officials. It is under- 
stood that at least two industry 
shorts will be used in connection 
with the drive. 

Among those who will sit in on 
tomorrow's session are Erie 
Johnston, the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America, and his top flack, Ken- 
neth W. Clark, Leopold Friedman 
and Carter Barrow, Loew's: A. E. 
Reoch, RKO; Nate Blumberg, Uni- 
versal: Gael Sullivan, executive 
director, Theatre Owners of 
America; Jack Cohn, Columbia: 
Arthur Israel, Jr., Paramount; 
Abram F. Myers, chairman of the 
board, Allied States Association of 
Exhibitors; Lauritz Garman, Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Maryland; and Reps of 20th, War- 
ner Brothers and the Pacific Coast 
Conference of Independent Thea- 
tre Owners. 


Big things are expected from ra- 
dio with some Treasury spokes- 
men claiming that this is the most 
cooperative medjum of all. At pres- 
ent Nate Colwell, the Saving Bond 
Division’s radio man, is on the 
Coast getting platters made for use 
by stations during the first week 
of the bond campaign. Five plat- 
ters are being pressed this week. 
They will be headed by Bing Cros- 
by, Frank Sinatra, the Andrews 
Sisters, Al Jolson and Oscar Le- 
vant, and Jo Stafford. Later press- 
ings will be made in New York fea- 
turing Jane Froman and Perry 
Como, completing the set of seven 
for the list of top singers who will 
be aired during the first week of 
the drive. The platters are expected 
to go out to 2,670 radio stations. 
It is believed that 96° of all radio 
stations in the U. S. will air these 
bond recordings. 

On April 19, President Truman 
will address a preliminary bond 
dinner in Washington, playing host 
to 600 volunteer workers. At the 
same time, in all the states, gover- 
nors will be host at similar dinners. 
Arrangements have been made for 
the President's talk to be carried 
by all four networks. In addition, 
there may be a closed circuit carry- 
ing his speech to the various state 
dinners. Possibilities of televising 
the President and his address are 
also under study. Mr. Truman will 
make another address on May 15 
to kick off the drive. This wil! also 
go out of the four national net- 
works. 

Help has been promised again by 
the cartoonists. The cartoonists 
meet here Feb. 14 to plan their 
aid. So far it is known that Al 
Capp’s “Li'l Abner’ Sunday strip 
of April 17 will be devoted entirely 
to a saving bond sequence. In addi- 
tion, the comic bocks people have 
promised to use the theme, an 
one special comic book on savings 
bonds may be issued. 





‘ 








' Wednesday, February 9, 1949 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 








Put Tele to Work 


Film men meet, moan, groan and do nothing about television. 
It’s time they began and they could start the battle with trail- 
ers. Not the trailers that are being played in thetheatres today 
put trailers edited and titled for showing in the home by means 
of video. 


The idea is not new, of course. It’s been done but it has not 
been properly done or done enough. A campaign of telecast trail- 
ers should not only have as its object the enticing of people to the 
theatre, but if well presented and picked for the right pictures 
these trailers could act as a constant reminder to the public that 
the only place they are going to see the Crosbys, Gables and 
Grables is in that same theatre. They could further make the 
videoite conscious of just how bad those old pictures are he’s 
been seeing at home. In addition glimpses of top film draws can 
hasten the day of the new set owner getting tired of the ballad 
singers, ballet dancers and those repeating one-minute commer- 
cials. There are dull nights on television but what is the film 
business doing to prompt people into remembering that there is 
something they can do about it? 


One faction within television claims that pictures photographed 
for theatre projection are not sufficiently “intimate” for the 
small screen medium. To whieh any film man is entitled to one 
polite reply of “nuts.” Because all the picture bunch need 
do is tell that video group, “Run this through your grinder and 
see if it’s intimate enough”’—and hand over a print of “Red 
River.” In other words, a good picture is good anywhere. Ina 
theatre, on a television set, or a plain white wall. 


But the two mediums, pictures and television, do have one 
thing in common—“flat” actors. This means that the audience in 
the film theatre and the video viewer at home are both watching 
flat images and if either wants to see “round” actors they’ve 
got to go where there is a stage. This is why the legit theatre 
will stay alive and why stage shows in the bigger picture houses 
stand a chance to come back. Television can well be the means 
of sponsoring a desire to see its performers in person, And if 
tele can do that for the stage then a trailer is another way and 
@ good way to make television work for the screen. 


Harry Cohn's Stopgap Col. Contract 
Despite Insurgent Stockholders 








Harry Cohn, Columbia’s presi-* 


dent, won stockholder approval New Deal for Col Prez 
yesterday (Tues.) of his stopgap ; , y 
employment contract after pro- In place of the stopgap at 


rangement approved by Col- 
umbia’s stockholders yester- 
day (Tues.), Harry Cohn, com- 
pany prez, intends to ask for 
a new permanent ticket once 
the film industry stabilizes it- 
self again, it is understood. At 
that time, it is said, Cohn will 
request a stock option similar 
to the one which he called off 
last year after stockholder ap- 
proval had already been 
granted. 

Option will then become - 
feasible because the market 
price of Columbia common 
will have settled to a fairly 
stable level, making possible 
the fixing of a reasonable price 
for stock available under the 
option. Present temporary pact 
may be cancelled by either 
party on six months’ notice. 


longed skirmishing at the annual 
meeting between management and 
some minority stockholders. With 
the battle ending in Cohn’s favor, 
dissident elements indicated fre- 
quently that they, intend to test 
the validity of the contract in the 
courts. 

Cohn’s new ticket, which in- 
cludes death benefits from existing 
insurance policies now held by Co- 
lumbia to a maximum of $300,000, 
got the go-ahead signal by a vote 
of 323,062 shares in favor against 
49,562 opposed. Col’s prez did not 
vote his own 130,000 shares. Con- 
tract also continues Cohn’s present 
compensation of $3,500 weekly and 
$300 in expense allowance for an 
indefinite period, cancellable either 
by the company topper or manage- 
ment on six months’ notice. 

Proceedings were frequently | 
riddled by resolutions seeking to} 


—— 
cut exec salaries or to criticize | ° ° 
other aspects of the management. | - C 
Main gripe by the insurgents was Hho e Ill | e 


to the affect that Columbia had | 
passed a dividend and showed a, 
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(Continued on page 63) | Withdrawal of wealthy British 

'grim Pictures evidently posed only 

Next indie feature film produc- arrival in New York Monday (7), 
man Krasna which had a short run 


guavieny jos at atenine: sow" Hag a New Angel 
|industrialist Thomas Grimshaw 
BENNY-MARX-KRASNA’S es evidently p 
a@emporary problem for the one- 
tion by Jack Benny will be “Time Giudice re- 
on Broadway last fall. Benny, 


badly beaten. The vote against | 
! Riley (“The Mysterious Mr. X”’) as 
| backer of Filippo del Giudice’s Pil- 
é b ; 
time J. Arthur Rank producer who 
ELIZ INDIE PIC VIA U turned independent. For upon his 
for Elizabeth,” adaptation of a 
play by Groucho Marx and Nor- 
Marx and Krasna will serve as co- 
produuucers on the film, with 


on the Caronia, del 


' vealed that his new source of funds 


Benny starring. Release will prob- | 


ably be via Universal. 


Legiter, produced by 
ewis and Howard Young, cost 
Groucho and Krasna $22,500 each 
to bring into New York and the 
duo hope to recoup that loss via 
the picture. This venture is in- 
dependent of Benny CBS’ Amuse- 
ment Enterprises which produced 
Lucky Stiff’ (UA), and which 


Russell 


Preemed inauspiciously on Broad- | 


Way last week. 


is Sir P. Malcolm Stewart, pres- 
ident and chairman of the Associ- 
ated Portland Cement Manutac- 
turers. Ltd. 
Sir Malcolm and himself, del 
(Continued on page 15) 


SCHREIBER’S N, Y. VISIT 

Lew Schreiber, executive assist- 
ant to 20th-Fox production veepee 
Darry! F. Zanuck, is in New York 
from the Coast for periodic hud- 
dles with 20th homeoffice exec 
Joe Moskowitz and to look over 
the current crop of Broadway 
plays. 

He’s slated to 





return to the 


‘studio Sunday (13). 


INDIES CLAIM MPAA SHUN 


AIFT BETWEEN 
~ GROUPS WIDENS 





Growing split on all fronts be-! 


| tween the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America and the Society of Inde- 
pendent Motion Picture Producers 
widened still further this week. 
Indies who belong to both organ- 
|izations are burning because they 
say they are no longer being in- 
vited to certain MPAA meetings. 
Current beef gives further am- 
munition to a segment of the 
eyed membership which believes 
that 


ganization as the majors. Lester 
Cowan gave expression to this idea 
several weeks ago and Samuel 
Goldwyn at about the same time 
announced his resignation from 
the MPAA. 

Indies, in general, have no in- 
clination to withdraw since they 
can save no money by doing so. 
Under their contracts with their 
distributing companies (except 
with United Artists, which is not 
an MPAA member), the MPAA 
dues are automatically taken out of 
rentals. Thus, since they are forced 


to pay dues anyway, most of the 


(Continued on page 18) 


A. J. Balaban’s 
Video Theatr 


A. J. Balaban, executive director 
| of the Roxy theatre, N. Y., is cur- 
| rently working on plans for a new 
| type theatre with a video tiein. 
| Details of the new structure will 





not be revealed until consultations | ther credence Monday (7) via a} 
| with architects are completed. Two | statement by Mayer at the studio 
| N. Y. banks are currently making | to a gathering of Metro sales execs | 


| surveys for financial backing. 


| Balaban’s contract with the Roxy 
Thereafter he will 


runs until 1951. 


_indie producers should not | 
continue to belong to the same or- | 





A 





Par Decree to Be Signed This Week, 
Execs Term Splitup ‘Favorable’: 
Settlement Cues New 20th Talks 


Washington, Feb. 8. 

The Paramount’ consent 
decree will be presented te 
the court next week for its ap- 
proval, it was learned here 
today (Tues.). Company execs 
and the Government will sign 
the settiement either Thurs- 
served an eviction notice on | day (10) or Friday of this 
the company’s former prexy. | week. It will be immediately 

The house in which Rathvon | _ filed in the Federal district 
and his family have been liv- court of N. Y. with a five-day 
ing belongs to RKO. Rathvon notice of hearing. 
inherited it with the presiden- Settlement of the case has 
cy. Now Hughes wants to oc- already had _ repercussions 
cupy it himself, and so the since 20th-Fox has now re- 
Rathvons are house-hunting. newed negotiations. Twen- 
Hughes has been living in tieth had held back pending 
Cary Grant’s home. results of Par’s horsetrading 
after failing to win a deal 
late last year. 





De-Throned, De-Housed 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

To the victor goes the spoils 

and to Howard Hughes is go- 

ing N. Peter Rathvon’s house 

here. New owner of RKO has 








New Pacts For | 
Mayer, Schenck 


Preliminary talks have been held 
lon renewal of contracts of both 
|Louis B. Mayer and Nicholas M. 
|Schenck at Metro, but no effort 
|has been made-yet to set any new 
terms on paper. Mayer’s pact as 
| production topper expires Aug. 31, | 
' 1949, and Schenck’s contract as 
president is up Dec. 31. 

Reports in informed circles in 
New York that the two vet M-G| 
/execs would continue with the} 
company, despite repeated rumors | 
to the contrary, were given fur-} 





wake of a final 
ment by Paramount of its epic- 
length anti-trust feud with the 
Government, the company’s man- 
agement this week tagged the con- 
sent terms as “highly favorable,” 
insuring a fast sendoff to both new 
units now nearing birth. The giant 
integrated parent of the projected 
theatre and _ production-distribu- 
tion companies copped a better 
deal than RKO, first outfit to sign 
(Continued on page 6) 


Joe Schenck Seeks Out 
On 20th-Fox Contract 
Before Any Naify Deal 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Joseph M. Schenck is seeking a 
| from all parts of the country. Re- | release from his contract with 20th 
ferring to rumors of his depar-|Century-Fox so he can actively 
ture, he declared: “I want to tell|enter the theatre business, the 


In the settle 





be with the house in an advisory | you personally that I have never | Vet production exec admitted last 


capacity. 





Johnston to Pick ’Em 
Washington, Feb. 8. 


| 
| 
| 


\tion Picture Assn. of America, and 


| William L. Chenery, publisher of | so no rewriting is required or con- | 


Truman today (8) on plans for the 
‘annual “Collier’s Award” to the 
| outstanding members of Tongress. 
| Johnston is chairman of the 
|awards committee. On Friday, the 
{awards committee will huddle with 
| Johnston. 


| Collier's mag, met with President 


Erie Johnston, head of the Mo-| 


‘been in such good health and| week. Schenck confirmed reports 
| spirits, and that I expect to con-|that he holds an option to acquire 
| tinue as head of the studio as long|& 50% interest in Mike Naify's 
'as Mr. Schenck remains at the | giant United California theatre cir- 
| head of our company.” cuit. He said he has seven months 
Schenck’s current five-year ticket (Continued on page 18) 

‘carries an option renewal for an- 
| other five years on the same terms, 
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A | 
'templated. Mayer’s deal carries no 


' automatic renewal feature and can | 

‘be completely rewritten if the com- 
pany desires. 

| Rewrite may be done, inasmuch 
as Mayer has been relieved of con- 
siderable responsibility at the 

i (Continued on page 15) 





| National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Still on Spotty Side— 


| ‘Shoes,’ ‘Wives,’ ‘Sky,’ ‘Hamlet’ Lead Field 


' Business at key city firstruns 
continues highly spotty this week, 
with new product generally not 
creating much excitement. Better 
weather in several spots failed to 
, boost trade as much as expected, 


with unsettled economic conditions | 


likely hurting. 

Possible tipping how the front- 
rank pictures are continuing to do 
sock trade while weaker ones are 
badly hit is the fact that the top 
four moneymakers currently are 
the same as last week. one of few 
times this has occurred. 


second week running, being pace- 
maker in two cities, hitting a new 
high in another and being sma 
to terrific in a majority of spots 
where opening this round. This 
great showing was turned in 
despite beihg holdover or extend- 
(ed-run in eight out of 12 keys. 
“Snake Pit” (20th) is second for 
second successive week, still very 
big although also largely holdover. 
“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) is 
third-place winner as it was last 
session, while “Don Juan” (WB)! 
again is fourth. “Red Shoes” (EL) 
moved up into fifth slot, with “Let- 
ter to Three Wives” 
low Sky” (20th) and “Hamlet” (U) 


‘rounding out the week’s Big Eight | (Complete 


) moneymakers. 


“Joan of | 
Are’ (RKO) is national champ for | 


1292 National Press Building 
Chicago 1 
$60 No. Michigan Ave, 
London WC? 
8 St. Martin’s Pl., Trafalgar Sq, 
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runner-up films are “Ac-| || yo) 17 120 <= N 
(Par), “Boy With Green: ve. ws Soa 0. 9 


Tép 
cused” 
Hair” (RKO). “Gotta Stay Happy” | 

















(20th), “Yel-| 








(U) and “Every Girl Married” INDEX 
(RKO). ||| Bills SO Pee 55 || 
. un, ony” en) looks one ot Te: aa ali 62 |) 
est out of mild crop of new pix. | ; ae 
|It is smart in Chicago and fairly Film Reviews sereeeeeers 13 | 
nice in San Francisco. “Criss House Reviews ........-- 54 
Cross” (U), also new, shapes solid Pasiee LOO 6kc ce ‘ . 58 II 
in arena re Pee: ye of || Inside Music ............ 45 | 
Tombstone” (Mono) looms okay on F seal e 
initial date in L.A. “John Loves Inside Pictures sp iclacinas rt ie 15 i 
Marv” (WB), while big in N. Y. Bee SENS. ol kes cece. 42 | 
where getting great boost from Inside Television ........ 36 i 
ee gage Pigg _ in bbe International ............ 16 |) 
ington and just okay in alto. era 4S ee |i 
Same applies to “The Bribe” | Legitimate eee 56 
which is sock in N. Y. Re hone che oa toseees 61 ' 
“Plunderers” (Rep) is sturdy in | EE ss ts44 nes nd0 oe b48 43 || 
Prov. “Whiplash” (WB), hefty in| || New Acts ............... 53 1) 
Frisco, is doing spotty trade else. || Night Club Reviews ..... 52 || 
where. “When Sun Comes Up” || Obituaries .............. 63 | 
(M-G) generally is on mild side || Orehestras ........+.++5 43 i 
currently. “Untamed Breed” (Col) i! Pictures tet e ee eeeee 3 
iooks fine in Denver. Radio nee eeeees 24 i 
“Walked by Night” (EL), big in Radio Reviews ........-. 28 i} 
N. Y.. is in for brisk Cincinnati || Records Leen eee eeees 45 i 
session. “Own True Love” (Par) | Frank Scully .....++++++- 61, | 
continues disappointing. “Song of |! Television .........seess 29 
India” (Col) shapes nice in Frisco || Television Reviews ...... 34 | 
but only fair in Balto. “Paleface” Vaudeville ..........+4.. 51 


(Par) is mighty in Washington to | 


top that city. 
Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 10-11) 
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Anglo-American Film Council Looks | 
Like Anything But an Amity Deal 


Anglo-American Film —* ' 
formulated a year ago to bring the 
British and U. S. industries closer | Double-Take 
together, now appears likely to be | Lower echelon execs at the 
the instrument for splitting them; RKO homeoffice in New York | 
still farther apart. It was uncertain and of indie producers dis- 
as of yesterday (Tuesday) whether tributing through the company 
the British and Yank reps on the have organized a weekly lunch- 
couneil would ever meet as a re-| eon club. Topline execs are not 





sult of the Engblish burn over the eligible. 
U. S. request that the joint session New organization is called 
ealled for March 23-25 be post- | “The 42 Club.” Pressed for an 
poned. | explanation of the tag, mem- | 








J. Arthur Rank, who chairmans bers explain, “Because it is 
the three-man British delegation, twice as good as 21.” (RKO’s 
informed Eric Johnston, who heads top execs customarily lunch at 
the American representation, by the 21 Club.) 
telephone last week that the Brit- 
ish want to go ahead with the 
meeting as scheduled. With John- Pe 
ston speechmaking in Denver, it Rossellini-Bergman 
couldn't be ascertained what the ° 
official industry reaction to the (Goldwyn) Pic Due 
Rank request would be. a 
Unofficially, it was learned from For Release Via RKO 
top company execs in New York aera . 
that they were disinclined to hold Although no distribution deal 
the sessions on the originally has been talked yet, it is expected 
scheduled dates. Their purely off- that Samuel Goldwyn will turn 
the-euff reaction was that they had over to RKO for release the In- 
seen no agenda, didn’t know ex- grid Bergman-starrer to be pro- 
actly what the British wanted to duced by Roberto Rossellini in 
talk about, didn’t feel that the Italy. Goldwyn is financing the 
conferences would get anywhere pic with 100,000,000 frozen lira 
or mean much and they didn’t care, (worth about $135,000 to him), 
all in all, whether the meetings plus necessary dollar expenditures. 
were ever held. Goldwyn has a deal with RKO 
It was at the behest of the Brit- Which gives him the lowest dis- 
ish group which, beside Rank, con- | ‘rib fee in the industry. It is 
sists of Sir Alexander Korda and | 2aturally expected, therefore, that 
Sir Henry French, head of the he will take advantage of this for 
British Film Producers Assn., that releasing the Bergman-Rossellini 
the conclave was scheduled. Yanks film. Under terms of his pact with 
are of the opinion that the major RKO he can distribute outside pix 
reason the Britons want the meet- through the company, providing it 
ing is to make another pitch for bears the billing, “A Samuel Gold- 
more playing time in America and Wyn Production” or “Presented by 
the feeling is that nothing can be Samuel Goldwyn.” New pie will 
done about that. U. S. industry carry the latter inscription. 
reps, aside from Johnston, are Aside from bankrolling, Gold- 
Paramount prexy Barney Balaban wyn’s participation will be a silent 
and Metro topper Nicholas M. one. He plans to go to Europe in 
Schenck. late spring to view the production, 
Johnston informed Rank by vt Strictly as a visitor. Miss Berg- 
trans-Atlantic phone last week of ™an made that clear at the press 
the American group's desire for a interview in Hollywood last week 
postponement. Britons were in- When she, Goldwyn, Rossellini and 
censed, since it had been months Ilya Lopert, the director's Ameri- 
before the Yanks had agreed to ©4M partner, announced the deal. 
set the date originally. English Actress said that Goldwyn may 
have the opinion that the Ameri- | come to Italy as a tourist, but 
cans feel the British industry is “won't raise a hand” in regard 
getting into more and more finan- to the production itself. 
cial difficulty and that by playing Rossellini also agreed to return 
a waiting game the U. S. group to the Coast to direct a film there 
will get itself into an improved for Goldwyn. He had repeatedly 
bargaining position. | Said he couldn't and wouldn’t work 
(in Hollywood. Asked about his 
hange of heart, he replied: “I 





Bette in ‘Forest’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

First picture for Bette Davis un- 
der new one-per-year contract at 
Warners will be “Beyond the For- 
est,” based on a serious novel by | 
Stuart Engstrand. 

Film will be produced by Henry 
Blanke, with Lenore Coffee doing , 
the screenplay. | 


Cheyfitz Does 
Spadework On | 
P.A. Program 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Edward Chevfitz disclosed here 
that Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica is working out a “sound, long 
range” industry public relations 
program in conjunction with the | 
Motion Picture Industry Council. | 
He'll be here for two weeks doing 
spadework on the question before 
Eric Johnston, MPAA prexy, ar-| 
rives, presumably to take over full | 
direction of program. 

Cheyfitz, aide to Johnston, says | 
his and Johnston's visits are pri- | 
marily concerned with industry | 
public relations. He hopes it will 
all eventually take the form of a 
central office here, integrated with 
distributor-exhibitor committees in 
key cities. 

Commenting on AFL Film Coun- | 
cil’s withdrawal from MPIC after | 
Cecil B. DeMille was named latter’s 
chairman, Cheyfitz said: “‘Nothing | 
good is born without difficulty. I'm 
still optimistic about all groups in | 
Hollywood eventually getting to- 
gether for industry program. Dur- 
ing the next several days I hope 
to meet representatives of every 
group which should be concerned. 
Johnston will also meet them. I’m 
hopefuk we can find some way of 
keeping everybody together.” 

Cheyfitz said MPIC originally 
was launched at Johnston’s prompt- 
ing. Latter has made this one of 
his major projects, originally ob- 
taining permission from company 
prexies in N. Y. for setting up the 
council. Cheyfitz said he’d like to 
make it clear he wasn't “looking 
for a job” as head of the program. 

“Last year Johnston was willing 
to lend me to the Council, but some 











of groups felt this would make the | 


Council appear industry-dominated, 
so the plan wasn’t carried out,” 
Cheyfitz added. He said he would 
confer with studio heads on “cer- | 
tain other problems,’ but every- | 


_ Prelate’s Balaban Anecdote 


Story recently told by Barney Balaban about the coming of his 
family to America 70 years ago was used by Cardinal Spellman of 
New York Surtiay (6) to wind up his sermon at St. Patriek’s Cathe- 


dral blasting the trial in Hungary 


of Cardinal Mindszenty and call- 


ing on Americans to stop Communism. Spellman did not identify the 


Paramount prexy beyond calling 
faith. a Jewish gentleman.” 


him “an American of another 


It was learned, however, that what the Cardinal was quoting was 


a speech delivered by Balaban at 


a labor-management luncheon of 


the American Heritage Foundation in New York Dec. 30. Spell- 
man was at the luncheon and later requested a copy of the Balaban 


talk. 


“In closing my plea for your prayers and protests on behalf of 


Cardinal Mindszenty,” Spellman 
that will, I believe, touch your h 
within my own when first I heard 
by an American of another faith, a 


stated, “let me tell you a story 
earts just as it touched a spark 
it. It is a story that I heard told 
Jewish gentleman whose parents 


emigrated from a country which was then, as now it is again, held 


in bondage. 


“*My parents came to these shores about 70 years ago,’ this 


gentleman said. 


‘They left behind them an old world filled with 


bitter hatreds and ruled by despotism. Here they found a new 
world filled with wondrous things—freedom, justice, opportunity, 


kindliness. 


Not things you could touch or eat but, when you've 


never had them before, things that are more real than a pair of 


shoes or even a loaf of bread. 
stopped wondering at the glory of 
best Americans I’ve ever known. 


As long as they lived they never 


America. They were two of the 


“Seventy years ago they came here with nothing but the clothes 


on their backs and great courage 


. Today their boy,’ this gentle- 


man continued, ‘is speaking before a gathering of the leaders of 


America. In one generation our 
distinction. That’s not one man’s 
ican story. 


family moved from steerage to 
story,’ he added, ‘it is the Amer- 


Multiply it a million times or more for every race, 


creed and color and you begin to sense the miracle of America!’ 
“And this, my friends, is the America I beg Americans to save!”’ 
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UA’s 32!4%, Too Rich for Indies; 


No Takers for $ 
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H. M. Warner’s Stock Gift 


Washington, Feb. 8. 

Harry M. Warner. president of 
Warner Bros., has gifted a total of 
4,200 shares of WB common stock 
to undisclosed donees. Warner 
now holds a total of 278,350 shares 
outright and another 16,000 in 
trust, with the WB prez as bene-| 
ficiary. 

Another transaction disclosed is 
the acquistion of 700 shares of Re- 
public common by Frederick R. 
Ryan, director of the company. 
Ryan heretofore held no Rep stock. 


TV, Foreign and Other 
Problems Reason For 


Distribs’ Accent on % 


Potential threat of television to 








le 
BRONX NABE’S TRUST {found Mr. Goldwyn a terrible se- thing connected with his visit the film boxoffice, coupled with the 
‘ducer, maybe dangerous, even— ‘points to major concentration be- freeze on revenue in the foreign 


markets, were chiefly responsible 





SUIT VS. SKOURASES "Emme eat poe sc 9 Ba ee ee | for refusal of the major film com- 


Charging conspirac i . this week to continue work on a . | pany sales chiefs to ban so-called 
tion - rn pe omen | _ ss film starring Anna Magnani, which | Artists Vote on MPIC ‘forced percentage deals. Refusal 
Theatres, Inc., operator of the he put aside to set the deal in the | : Hollywood, Feb. 8. | was made in answer to demands of 
Luxor theatre, Bronx, N. Y., filed |U.S. Miss Bergman goes over in Society of Motion Picture Art a four-man National Allied com- 
@ $2,400,000 triple damage suit in | March or early April. |Directors meets later this month mittee headed up by Col. H. A. 


N. Y. federal jto consider the program and or- Cole, which huddled personally 
(Tues.) anak eer tin omar PROSER IN MIDDLE OF | ganization of MPIC. Approval of with the sales chiefs in feew York 
Skouras Theatres Corp., Spyros fet mig — von gp ore! a. in an effort to ease the percentage 
and Geor.e Skouras. Si 1941, | ously determined will deals. 

it’s alleged, the lamer tried Frage g VARGA-ESQUIRE HASSLE peg mang ty py pray . “pon Distrib toppers, it has been 
first runs from Warners and 20th Monte Proser’s ‘announce e a nal OKay by art learned, listened patiently to the 
on a non-exclusive basis but that for production of a film - sage lek 3 “the he ,jependent upon problems presented by the Allied 
type product was refused it. beled “Varga Girl” have resulted|" _- ~~~ S0NP* _| delegation and then laid their own 


Spyros Skouras, according ¢o the |in 8 hassle with Esquire mag. De- ed out that the high cost of check 








complaint, has a financial interest vid A. Smart, chairman of the 
in Skouras Theatres Corp. and board of Eskie, told Variety in 
through his power and influence Chicago Monday (7) that the mag | 


MATTY FOX’S QUICKIE 


ing percentage bookings has al- 
ready forced a swing towards more 
flat rental deals in the smaller sit- 


EUROPEAN ONCE-OVE uations. High production costs, 


— Paris, Feb. 8. plus the recent dip in rentals, pro- 
Universal veepee Matty Fox re- hibited them from erasing all per- 
turns to the U. S. Sunday (13) af- centage deals at one swoop, they 


got Warners to refuse to negotiate held the rights to the title and if | 
with the Luxor. Plaintiff claims Proser used it or the Varga draw-| 
there is no competition between ings in any way he would file 
pe + and the Skouras chain’s suit. 
ark Plaza. A permanent injunc- Proser, in New York, said yes-. ‘ : ‘ 

tion against the defendants to pre- terday (Tuesday) that he was a pe _ — pond a a —. ~ +43 

vent them from “combining and tified by Smart’s statement, since scheduled ‘te ‘beads — wd P i foreign marnes cennene 
conspiring” among themselves is he had bought the rights in good thur Rank in ‘Saee 4 — yond ok ee tmciien Magy 


sought as well as a restraining or- faith and had been assured bv 
der to prevent the defendants Varga and his attorneys in Chi home to work out 16m distribution it now threatens, the sales man- 


from refusing to negotiate with that they had full authority to 
the plaintiff. make such a deal. Proser said he 
paid Varga about $15,000 and has. 


another $15,000 or more invested ary : . 
in development of a story built While in Paris, Fox handled | 


Appellate Court Refuses he: SP ac 
. *, aroun icf? : usiness for his Reyn -| 
To K.O. Par’s Brandt Suit ia” OE? girl tional Co., an piberidiiert ae 
Appellate Division of the N. Y. Varga has had legal difficulties #94 also traveled to Switzerland | 

supreme court on Monday ‘7) up- with Esquire since he ceased draw- 224 Germany. 

held Justice Samuel Hofstadter’s ing for it two years ago. Chi fed-| 
denial of a motion to toss out a eral district court ruled several | 
$573,000 percentage-chiseling suit months ago that the rights to the) UsSsman Sells Chain | 
—. # Paramount against “Varga Girl” belonged to Esquire Robert Sussman, former eastern | 
= randt, Mage Five-judge and, according to Smart, Varga district sales manager for 20th-| 
— meena y affirmed the could not make use of the title or Fox, has sold his five-theatre cir- | 
ou r court s ruling. make drawings using that caption cuit to Harvey Newins, head of the | 
_Action charges that the Brandt for any other publication. St. Cloud Amusement chain. New- | 
circuit fraudulently reported less Proser has Julian Harmon doing ins takes over the upstate New 
souniate on pescentage a a - on the film at the York circuit immediately. 
an were actually received. n eneral Service Studios in H : inv | 
seeking a dismissal of the suit, the wood. If he gets a sedieinanens ung. Gade ae 
defendants claimed the complaint screenplay, he hopes to get into Amena; Cameo Brewster: Kisco. 
did not state a proper cause of production next summer or fall. | Mt. Kisco; and Rome Pl ong 
action, ‘He plans to shoot in Technicolor. | ville. ; dette 
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L. A. to N. Y. 


Tom Alfred 
Richard Bare ‘ 
David Butler 

Jerry Colonna 
Alfred Crown 

Herb Drake 

Glenn Ford 

Karl Herzog 

Jessie Royce Landis 
John Lund — 

Joe Nadel 

Robert W. Perkins 
Ralph GC. Pollock 
Robert Pressnell 
George Seaton 
Kent Smith 

Sam Spiegel 

Victor Stoloff 

Bob Taplinger 


cational shorts produced by United 
World Films, U’s wholly-owned 
subsidiary. 














Jean Widmark 


plans in England of the new edu- | (Continued on page 63) + 


Betty Underwood | 


600,000 Prod. Kitty 


United Artists, which three 
weeks ago okayed deals for two 
films to be financed with $600,000 


_ provided by Howard Hughes, is 


virtually back where it started in 
the months-long negotiations. Sam 
Bischoff, who was to have made 
“Mrs. Mike,” has cancelled his ar- 
rangement, while the Mickey 
Rooney-Sam Stiefel production of 
“Quicksand” appears in doubt. 
Bischoff bowed out for the same 
reason that UA and James Nasser, 
who as guarantor of the Hughes 
fund has been getting the pack- 
ages together. have had _ such 


, trouble in finding acceptable tak- 
|ers for the money. 


Fly in the 
sauce is UA’s insistence on a 
32\2% distribution fee instead of 


| the regular 2712°% and Hughes’ de- 


mand for interest of 9% on his 
money. 

UA maintains that it is entitled 
to the extra 5% distrib coin be- 
cause it is in the nature of a 
“finder’s fee” for getting the pro- 
ducer the financing. Most indies 
take the attitude that UA does have 
a right to some such reward, but 
not “off the top,” which is the 
case with a distribution fee. 

UA - Hughes - Nasser setup is a 
signed agreement and is not af- 
fected by the withdrawal of the 
Bischoff picture. However, Nasser 
will have to go on hunting produ- 
cers who are acceptable to UA as 
recipients of the coin. This quest 
went on for months before the 
company’s board finally approved 
the “Mike” and “Quicksand” deals. 


Fortunately for UA, it will still 
get “Mrs. Mike.” Bischoff has 
merely switched his setup and is 
getting his financing from William 
and Edward Nassour. Thus he'll 
be able to take advantage of UA’s 

(Continued on page 22) 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Bennett Cerf 
Helen Colton 
Irene Dunne 
Martin Field 
Gene Fowler 
Coleen Gray 
Jed Harris 
Morgan Hudgins 
Abe Lastfogel 
Russell Lewis 
Charles C. Moskowitz 
Monty Salmon 
Robert Taylor 
Joe Weil 
Howard Young 


Europe to N. Y. 


John Boles 

Mrs. Maurice Brett 
Matty Fox 

Filippo Del Giudice 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
Robert Taylor 

Ray Ventura 





N. Y. to Europe 


Gilbert Miller 
Eugen Sharin 
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RKO CLOSURE SHRINKS BACKLOG — 











TOA, Like SIMPP, Mulls Intervention ‘ony ee DEPT FEARS Schary Keynotes.Metro’s 67 Film 
PANIIT PINCH Program; Mayer s Accent on Quality 


In U.S. Trust Suit; Looks Better Too 


’ Theatre Owners of America may 
again intervene in the Government | 
main anti-trust action. The exhib) 
group that fought competitive bid- | 
ding to a standstill both in the 
lower and U. S. Supreme Court is | 
weighing a second intervention 
which would be aimed against the 
new arbitration system proposed 
by the Big Four and, possibly, cer- 
tain of the provisions covering sell- 
ing practices. 

If TOA decides on the step, 
along with the Society of Inde-| eight miles separating the 
pendent Motion Picture Producers; towns ruled out any semblance 
which is also mulling intervention,; of competition between the 
the perennial anti-trust litigation two And thus the clearance 
would again be split wide open in| = should be eliminated. 

a new all-industry fracas. First | When the branch managers | 
opportunity for the two groups; told him he might have a case, | 
to step in would probably be the! he immediately sprang a full- | 
date when Paramount presents its | page ad in the neighboring | 
proposed settlement to the court. town’s newspaper, inviting 
Understood that document 1n-| readers to see all their pictures 
cludes provision for a new arbitra-| jn his theatre and pointing out 





Slightly Previous 

Current realignment of clear- 
ances has brought up a raft of 
requests from exhibitors who 
hope to get booking dates 
reshuffled in their favor. One | 
such smalltown exhib, who had 
been forced to play his pictures 
a week later than a house in a 
neighboring city, pitched to 
local branch managers that the 


With RKO’s studio all but closed 
down since Howard Hughes took 
over control of the company last 
summer, company’s. distribution 
toppers are starting to develop the 
same sort of product-shortage jit- 
ters as traditional at United Artists. 
They are fearsome that the contin- 


uing cuts into the backlog, without 
provision for adequate _ replace- 


ment, will find the company minus 
the supply of topline releases need- 
ed to keep its expensive distribu- 
tion machinery oiled. 

Fortunately, under the regime of 
Floyd Odlum, N. Peter Rathvon 


,and Dore Schary, which preceded | 


the Hughes control, RKO had got 
itself into an excellent position on 
the size of its backlog. It has been 
operating by virtue of this shelf 
for the past six months, and still 
has some 19 films finished and un- 





Hughes Holds Controls 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
While few execs or employ- 


ees of RKO have ever seen 
their new boss, Howard 
Hughes, in the studio, his 


hand on the helm is omni- 
present. Among other details 
of production to which he is 
apparently paying close atten- 
tion are story purchases. Even 
the most minor original or 
mag article must get his per- 
sonal okay before it can be 
acquired. 

Getting any word out of 
Hughes on his approval or 
disapproval is often a produc- 
tion in itself, since he has a 
rule that he’s not be called, 
but that the studio execs wait 
for him to call them. In at 
least one case, as result of one 


tion setup. 


Arbitration system was drafted | 


in final form last week. Since then, 


Herman Levy, general counsel for | 


that that eight miles wasn’t tpo 
great a distance to travel. 
Whereupon the other exhib 
immediately clipped the ad, 
marked “Competition” across 
its face, mailed it in to the 
exchange centres and main- 
tained his clearance. 








| 





| 





| 
| 


| released. 

| Although this big backlog ap- 
| pears fortunate at the moment, it 
also had some unfortunate aspects 
|for the company and was largely 
responsible for its unfavorable 
| financial statement of last year. 
| Just at the period that Odlum and 
| Rathvon decided to build up a sup- 
ply of pictures that would allow 
| adequate time for publicity, ex- 
| ploitation and a litle experimenta- 
tion, production costs were at their 
peak. Much of the backlog reflects | 
these inflation budgets and amor- | 


'tizing the pictures set back Riggs | 
| financial picture. 


There has been | 
some improvement in this regard | 
in the releases of the past few | 
months. 

Since Hughes’ habit is to keep 
his own counsel, his plans are said 
to be even something of an enigma 

(Continued on page 63) 





Goldman Demands 
Depasitions From 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 

William Goldman is demanding 
depositions from top company of- 
ficials in connection with his cur- 
rent $8,400,000 anti-trust suit, 
against the majors. Notice of those 
he wanted to take testimony from 
was sent out today (8). 

Goldman’s action comes after he 
and his associates had sat through 
weeks of depositions by defense 
counsel. It is regarded, in part at 
least, as_retaliation for the long 
period he was grilled. The case 
goes to trial March 28. 

The Philly exhibitor wants testi- 
mony from the following: Nicholas 
Schenck and William F. Rodgers, of 
Loew's; Barney Balaban, Charles 
M. Reagan and Leonard M. Golden- 
son, Paramount; Ned E. Depinet 
and Robert Mochrie, RKO; Abe 
Montague and Jack Cohn, Colum- 
bia; Nate Blumberg and William 
Scully, Universal; Gradwell Sears, 


of these waits, Metro stepped 
in and bought the property 
before the story department 
received word Hughes had 
okayed its purchase. 


Want More German 


Film Coin or Biz 
May Exit Reich 


Concerned over the mountainous 
pile of frozen marks now being 
accumulated in Germany on 
American pix, the film industry 








| may pull out of Germany entirely 


| 


| 


if it fails to win a more generous 
allocation of funds from the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Administration. 


| Meeting in Washington with ECA | 
officials is set for Thursday (10) | 


Top Company Execs. 


with all company foreign managers 
and Eric Johnston, prez of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, par- 
ticipating. 

Strong intimations were voiced 
to VARIETY this week by several 
foreign dept. chiefs that operations 
in Germany would be halted if the 
ECA fails to turn over funds in 
excess of the current meagre al- 
lowance which covers only print 
costs. No decision is expected im- 
mediately but it was said that the 
question must be determined be- 
fore June when new allotments 
fall due. 

Film companies will demand 
some part of the earnings of their 
pix, it is understood. 
spect, execs will point out to ECA 
officials that approximately 10,000,- 
000 Deutschemarks have now been 
accumulated .in Germany without 
any opening available for either 
use there or conversion into dol- 
lars. Although exchange rates are 
fictitious since they are set by the 


| Crowther declared 


In this re- | 


TOA. has been studying the pro-| 
posal. Understood his first re- 
action is that the scheme would | 
prove unworkable in practice. Levy | 
will make his recommendations on 
intervention at the next meeting of 
TOA’s executive pr meagan? , Diff 
On selling practices, question 0 r t D | 
ieketonantian ,° still wide-open. | e ell ecreé 
Since the Paramount decree will | 
incorporate various —_—T on | F E h M e) 
distribution which the overn- 9 
ment is proposing for all the com-| or ac ajor; 
panies, TOA would be able to take | 
a crack at those found oe | Li | Th Di 
able at the time Par’s decree 1s) tt 
presented. However, no mang iit é ree ] 0 
on that score has yet been reached. 
Entire question of exhib a The Government anti-trust case 
(Continued on page 18) ; may reach the finishing mark with 
more separate and different de- 
- m4 crees. Developments this week 
Buying Problems Still now point to at least four de- 
° crees, varying in each instance, 
Unsolved, Volks Chain with a good possibility that the to- 
. ° ° tal will go to six or seven. Be- 
Quits Booking Combine sides those covering RKO, Para- 
; a mount and the other three theatre- 
Minneapolis, Feb. 8. ‘owning defendants, the Little | 
Independent exhibitors here aP- | phree—Universal, United Artists | 
parently are learning that non-| snd Columbia—this week filed a/| 
profit buying and booking com~| )\,0ced decree covering their op-_ 
bines do not entirely solve their erations only. | 
buying problems. There have been |“ qhe prieg accompanying the de-. 
resignations from the pools by eX-| roe makes a big point of the need 
hibitors who decided they can do} ¢,. 4 separate book - of - rules, | 
oe own buying more advantage- | “strongly urging” it on the court. 
ously. j F ! ,.| and citing the RKO precedent plus 
Most serious defection from 0 “the probability of additional sep-| 
ing combines came when the VOIK | . 0+. Gecrees now being negotiated 
brothers dropped out of Theatre | ,otween the Government and some | 
Associates which comprises most) oF the other major defendants.” | 
of territory's largest independent) yon also flatly rejects the pro- | 
circuits and operators. The Volks, | posed new arbitration feu | 
independent circuit owners who) \hicn Warner Bros. and Metro 
recently opened the deluxe 1,200-| 1 ve peon pushing as a substitute 
seat Riverview neighborhood house to the ahd apbedlion naw imaed 
here, quit the combine because of | What the Little Three poe a 
its failure to reach terms with all | is mene téieeaiion al the tight 
majors plus generally slow buying. | 16. for selling which the Dept. | 
it is reported. Their action in| of Sustion is plugging with the 
placing the Riverview on a 28-day | (oui Roadshows and moveovers 
availability had caused dissension | i : - he 
in the combine. 
Theatre Associates had been no- 
tified previously by Bemidji and 
Alexanderia that unless it made 
a deal for Metro product they 
would do so on their own. How- 
ever, W. R. Frank, Bennie Berger, 
Eddie Ruben and Ben Friedman 
circuits are still Theatre Asso- 
ciates members. 





| 


both verboten in the Government’s 

proposed decree, would be _ per- 

mitted. If a pic’s costs are far 
(Continued.on page 20) 


Jack Ellis’ Reissue Biz, 
Tees Off With ‘Pygmalion’ 


Jack Ellis, former metropolitan 
N. Y. district manager for United 





Another important buying com-| Artists, who is setting up a distrib 
bine also is understood to be hav- | organization for foreign pix in the 


ing trouble with its members. 


RUSH ROGERS OATUNERS 
TO BUILD BACKLOG 


Hollywood, Feb. 8: 
Roy Rogers wound up “Susanna 
Pass” in 18 days, and is climbing 
into the saddle again for another 
Republic Trucolor oater, also with 
an 18-day schedule. His pix are 
being shot in quick succession to 
catch up with the backlog, which 

dwindled during his rodeo tour. 
Edward J. White is holding pro- 
duction reins on the series, with 
William Witney directing. Rogers’ 





new contract calls for nine films in | \ 
| preem in about six weeks. 


two years. 


| 


U.S., has acquired rights to “Pyg- 
malion.” He’ll handle the reissue 
himself of the Gabriel Pascal 
production originally released in 
this country by Metro in 1938. 
Ellis’ arrangement with Pascal 
is for a guarantee against a per- 
centage. Film was the first to be 
made from a George Bernard Shaw 
property and a number of com- 
panies had shown interest in re- 
issue rights. It was in many of 
1938’s “10 Best” lists, but did com- 
paratively unimportant biz in light 
of the increased interest in British 


| pix that has grown up during the 


past 10 years. 


Initial date set by Ellis is the 


'Exeter. Boston, where the Wendy 


Hiller-Leslie Howard starrer will 





/United Artists; Harry Warner, Al- 
bert Warner, Samuel Schneider, 
Harry Kalmine, Ben Kalmenson, 
|W. S. McDonald and Clayton Bond, 
/Warners; Spyros Skouras, Wilfred 


J. Eadie, Donald Henderson and 


Andrew Smith, 20th. 

Request is to start taking these 
depositions in New York on Feb. 28. 

Meantime, starting Feb. 14, coun- 
sel for Goldman wants to take de- 
positions in Philly from Ted 
Schlanger, J. Ellis Shipman and 
William G. Mansell, Warners; Rob- 
ert Lynch and Louis Formato, 
Loew’s; Ulrich Smith, Paramount; 
Charles Zagram, RKO; Samuel 
Diamond, 20th; Harry E. Weiner, 
Columbia; George M. Schwartz, 
Universal; and S. E. Applegate, UA. 

All in this group operate in the 
Philadelphia territory. Schlanger 
holds the job that Goldman for- 
merly had, before he went into 
business for himself. 


METRO’S MARCH 25 MEET 

Metro’s annual stockholders’ 
meet has been set at the h.o. 
March 25. 

Stockholders of record on Feb. 
14 will be qualified to vote on the 
jcompany’s directors. 





(Continued on page 18) 





Theatre Associates 
Make Peace With M-G 


Minneapolis, Feb. 8. 

Theatre Associates, territory’s 
largest non-profit buying and book- 
ing combine, comprising many of 
largest independent theatre cir- 
cuits, has made peace with Metro 
after an unsuccessful sixmonth 
| fight against the company’s com- 
pulsory percentage policy and 
other selling terms. Deal involves 
purchase of most of current and 
impending product. 

Combine, however, continues to 
hold aloof from Paramount, except 
for occasional pictures, because of 
allegedly exorbitant demands. But 
it’s dickering for Par’s “The Pale- 
face,” which currently is the ter- 
ritory’s biggest grosser. RKO 
— also is on the pool’s black- 
ist. 

Because of its slow buying and a 
belief that they could do their own 
buying more advantageously, the 


Volk brothers, large circuit-own- | 


ers, recently resigned from the 
combine. There also have been 
, other resignations. 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

A sharp production upbeat at 
Metro studios during the next 
period keynoted Dore Schary’s talk 
today (Tues.) before the company’s 
25th anniversary sales convention 
here. Expressing optimism on the 
future of the film company, the 
production veepee disclosed” his 
plans called for 67 productions “to 
be filmed and released by Metro in 
1949-50." Metro released 24 pic- 
tures during 1948. 

Crediting the Metro staff with 
giving him complete cooperation, 
Schary stressed the belief that 
good pictures are the answer to the 
industry’s critics and a means of 
economically strengthening the in- 
dustry. “We can again confound 
our critics by demonstrating the 
power of the medium in which we 
work,” he said. Schary paid high 
tribute to the “vision and leader- 
ship” given to Metro by prez 
Nicholas M. Schenck and produc- 
tion chief Louis B. Mayer. 

Of the 67 films to be released on 
the 1949-50 schedule, 12 are al- 
ready in the cans, six are currently 
shooting, 18 are slated to start 
rolling in the near future and 31 
are being prepared for lensing by 
February, 1950. Among the big- 
budgeters on the roster will be 
“Quo Vadis,” to be produced in 
Technicolor by Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr. Schary said of “Quo Vadis” 
that “only a studio with our large 
resources would dare to contem- 
plate bringing to the screen a pic- 
ture of such size and scope.” 

Opening the convention Monday 
(7), Mayer said he saw no great 
threat from television. “I would 
be nothing less than a prophet if I 
could foresee its future.’ M-G 

(Continued on page 15) 


Hollywood Berated 
By Critic Crowther 


Fer ‘Formula’ Films 


Des Moines, Feb. 8. 

Bosley Crowther, film critic and 
motion picture editor of The New 
York Times, told the Des Moines 
Women’s Club this week that the 
era of “formula-made” pictures is 
nearing an end and that the in- 
dustry is going to have to strive 





'for distinction in something be- 


sides a new star or a new sensa- 
tion. Berating Hollywood studios 
for failing to realize their possibili- 
ties and commiserating with them 
for sometimes amazing problems, 
“four out of 
five movies are a mockery to the 
adult mind.” 

Under the subject of “What You 
Don’t Know About the Movies,” 
Crowther explained to the women 
the film marketing system and 
need to get people into the thea- 
tres which inevitably results in 
lowered production standards. Of 
60,000,000 potential customers at- 
tending the country’s 16,000 thea- 
tres, 37,500,000 on the average go 


'to the movies weekly, according to 


Crowther, who said that means 
there must be sufficient pictures 
of popular appeal to keep the 
maximum number of people com- 
ing to the theatres to pay produc- 
(Continued on page 18) 


SIMPP COUNSEL STAYS 
TO EYE PAR DECREE 


Robert J. Rubin, counsel for the 
Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers, who has been 
east for the past two weeks has 
cancelled plans to return to the 
Coast this week. Rubin remains 
east to study the Paramount con- 
sent decree. Reportedly, SIMPP 
may intervene if dissatisfied. 

Rubin has been confabbing with 
Ellis Arnall, new SIMPP prexy, 
and with‘indie producer reps in 
New York. He was also in Detroit 
last week for depositions in con- 
nection with SIMPP’s suit against 
buying-booking combines there. 

Arnall has been engaged during 
the past week in making arrange- 
ments to set up headquarters for 
| SIMPP in the Radio City zone. 
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Big Swing to Frame Prod. OK 
Economy But May Impair Standard 








London, Feb. 8. 

Sold on the new Independent | 
Frame form of production, J. 
Arthur Rank, Britain’s top film- 
maker, has invested over $2,000,- 


000 in special equipment used for 
the new type of lensing. Rank is 
now counting heavily on_ this 
method to save half his production 
costs on the large number of 
future films which he intends to 
shoot with it. 

Illustrating his dependence on 
IF. Rank has directed Sydney Box, 
head of Gainsborough studios, to 
move over to Pinewood where he 
will supervise, in addition to his 
Gainsborough output, one dozen or 
more Independent Frame films at 
Pinewood. Similarly, at Denham, 
several stages are being revised 
with complete equipment to con- 
centrate on this technique with 
Earl St. John. head of Two Cities, 
running the show. 

Rank’s switch to the IF system 
is now letting loose considerable 
criticism, particularly among writ- 
ers and directors. They feel it will 
limit action to the point where the 
quality of pix will be hit. Several 
have declared, “We don’t need 
technological devices; we need 
popular stories.” 

IF method uss the same type of 
back-projection as does Hollywood 
but goes further in creating minia- 
ture sets and backgrounds which 
are blown up, thereby saving as 
much as half or more on produc- 
tion charges. One of the elements 
in Rank’s gigantic scientific devel- 
opment is a large turntable device 
which permits pre-lighting to be 
done on an adjacent stage. Then 
the entire set is wheeled in for 
quick takes, saving the actors’ time 
for setting up, lighting and other 
preliminaries. 


2bth’s Big Plunge 


i 





Pic on Andersen | 


Deal for the joint production- 
distribution in Europe this year of | 
a biopic on Hans Christian Ander- 
sen was set in New York last week 
by Hoffberg Productions, indie | 
distributor, with Ronald Haines, 
managing director of British Foun- | 
dation, producing-distributing out- 
fit. 

Hoffberg is to put up half of the 
$500,000 budget for the film, and 
will have exclusive distribution 
rights in the western hemisphere. 
Film will combine the cartoon ani- 
mation-live action first introduced 
by Walt Disney. Cast has not been 
set. 

As part of the 
Foundation is to release in the 
United Kingdom the Rudolph 
Valentino oldie, “The Eagle,” to 
which Hoffberg owns world rights. 
Film has a new synchronized score 
and sound effects. 


All-Out Jersey 


Censor Battle 


Trenton, Feb. 8. 

Forces are now lining up for an 
all-out battle over film censorship 
in New Jersey. For the first time 
in years, a bill will be introduced 
in the legislature this week which 
would clamp censorship on the- 
atres in all first class cities. Pro- 
posed act is being sponsored by 
Assemblyman Stephen J. Bator 
with the backing of Newark’s Di- 
rector of Public Safety, John 
Keenan. 

Keenan is pressing for the bill 
because the courts nixed his at- 
tempt to ban “Mom and Dad,” sex- 
education film, and ‘“Passionelle.”’ 


tieup, British 





French-language import. New Jer- 
sey Allied has already called an 
emergency meeting of its legis- 
lative committee and is marshaling 
support of other orgs. 


The bill would ban any pic found 
“obscene, immoral, inhuman, sacri- 


Into Brit. Prod. 


London, Feb. 8. 
Twentieth-Fox, according to its 


Reagan’s Theatres 

Under the terms of the set- 
tlement of his employment 
ticket with Paramount, Charles 
M. Reagan, retiring distribu- 
tion veepee of the company, 
reportedly has the right to buy 
up a certain number of Par’s 
theatres. Those houses, it is 
said, would be part of the large 
number of theatres which Par 
must liquidate under the pro- 
visions of the consent decree 
which the company agreed 
upon with the Government 
last week. 

Understood that Reagan ex- 
pects to go full-tilt at exhibi- 
tion where the former Par- 
amount topper now holds cer- 
tain theatre interests. 


No Fast Shuffle 
In Par Sales Sez 
New Distrib Head 


Paramount's top executive and 
field distribution staff will be dealt 
no fast shuffle because of last 
week’s switch of sales chiefs. Al- 
fred M. Schwalberg, who stepped 
up to the top distribution spot va- 
cated by Charles M. Reagan, con- 
templates no early change in either 
personnel or sales policy, Schwal- 
berg told Variety this week. 


Newly-tapped exec declared that 
the present exec setup “stands as 
is’’ and that he intends to go slowly 
at the start. He does not contem- 
plate any change in the number of 
films to be released by Par during 
the year which now stands at 18. 
Understood, however, there may be 
some shift in the order of release. 


Schwalberg expects to go to the 
Coast within the next couple of 
wétks to join Barney Balaban, 
Par’s prez, Adolph Zukor, board 
chairman, and other Paramounters 
converging on the studio for hud- 
dles. At that time, Schwalberg will 
also meet with studio heads Henry 
Ginsberg and Y. Frank Freeman. 


Distribution chief will be accom- 
panied by E. K. (Ted) O’Shea, his | 
execc sales ass’t. The two will | 
make a swing through western ex- 
changes following the studio hud- 
dles. If any reshuffling or change 





prez Spyros Skouras, is investing legious or of such character that to Of policy takes place,. it will be 


its entire frozen remittances here 


in British production and will add 
Com- 


dollars where necessary. 
pany’s ambitious step into 
filmmaking was revealed by 


local 


U. S. today (Tuesday) by plane. 
His stopover in England 
final leg in a three-week European 
junket which he made principally 
to attend the installation of Athen- 
agoras I as Primate of the Greek 
Orthodox Church. 

Full head of steam wil! be at- 
tained production-wise in Britain 
in early spring when “The Black 
Rose,” Tyrone Power starrer, rolls 
on a $2,750,000 budget. Venture 
will be followed by “Inside Scot- 


land Yard.” Meanwhile, “Rose's” | 
director, Henry Hathaway, is cur- | 


rently on a three-month location- 
scouting trip through Scotland, 
France and North Africa to lay the 
preliminary groundwork for the 
Technicolor, Louis Lighton pro- 
ducing. 

In a brief statement, 
also appealed for Anglo-American 
industry discussions to widen their 
scope by the inclusion of exhibi- 
tors and labor leaders in order that 
every aspect of the situation might 
be clarified. Reaffirming the U. S. 
companies’ opposition to quotas. 
the 20th-Fox head declared that 
the time will come when British 
films will have more than 10% of 


Skouras 


its 
chief prior to his return to the 


is the 


exhibit or show same would tend 


to corrupt the morals or incite to berg will 


crime, or may be considered against 
the general good and welfare of 
the community.” If an _ exhib 
ignores the barring of an offending 
film, he stands to lose his license 
under the bill. 


Bluenosing would be done by 
boards set up in all big cities by 
the police. Such bodies would 
include no less than three members 
of the police dept. and at least five 
citizens of the city. Board would 
serve without pay. 


-RKO-Wanger Find ‘Joan’ 
Better at Mass Scale 


RKO, as distribs, and producer 
Walter Wanger have come to the 
conclusion that “Joan of Arc’s” 
appeal is to mass audiences. Pic 
has done strong biz in every grind 
showing, but has failed to reach 
expected grosses in two-a-day ex- 
hibition, which attracts more’ of a 
class clientele. 


| Continuous-run houses playing 
“Joan” have all tilted their scales 
for the production and have dis- 
covered that biz holds up until 
the admish gets over $1.50. Then 
sales resistance sets in. Biggest 
weeks have been registered at a 
$1.25 top. On the other hand, the 








$2.40 admish charged for the re- 
served seat, two-a-day showings 





American playing time. 
proved a hurdle that it was im- 


] Say, Old Chap, Those possible to surmount successfully. 


Blighters Went Thataway aus in its second week of gen- 


al release, the Ingrid Bergman 
London, Feb. 8. Starrer gives promise of being a 
Noting the heavy play on Amer- top-grosser of the year. Currently, 
ican oaters, J. Arthur Rank jis for the second successive week, it 
rounding up a program of hard- (|S leader in VARIETY’S weekly box- 
riding films, with the wide-open Office survey. 
spaces of the British Empire as _ World preem date at Victoria, 
background. N. Y., now seems assured of being 
In the lineup are such pictures the longest run. Now in its 13th 
as “Robbery Under Arms,” “Eureka Week, “Joan” has racked up better 
Stockade,” “The Pepper Trees,” than $435,000. This, with the 
“Diamond City,” “The Golden money done on four weeks at the 
Salamander” and “The Purple Fulton on two-a-day brings the 
Plain,” depicting feats of outdoor N. Y. total to better than $464,000 
heroism and skullduggery in the At current pace, Victoria manage- 
rugged fields of Australia, South Ment hopes to top the $600,000 
Africa, North Africa and Ceylon. _, mark. 


after that trip. Meanwhile, Schwal- 
mark time until he 
studies the Paramount setup 
thoroughly. 


Over 1,100 in Attendance 
At Brotherhood Lunc 


RKO prez Ned E. Depinet, chair- 
man of the motion pictures divi- 
sion of Brotherhood Week, called 
on everyone to “help us stamp out 
bigotry in America,” when he was 
honored with a citation at a lunch- 
|eon of the amusements division of 
the National Conference of Chris- 
tians and Jews at the Waldorf, 
N. Y., last Friday (4). 

“We in the film industry have 
never allowed a bigoted message 
on our screens,” said Depinet. “We 
shall continue the battle against 
bigotry as long as necessary.” 

Conference’s 29th anniversary 
luncheon honored Depinet, Irene 
Dunne, Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein, II, with citations for 
service aiding interfaith under- 
standing. Attorney Louis Nizer. 
|who toastmastered, referred to 
_Miss Dunne as “an outstanding 
citizen as well as outstanding art- 
ist.” J. Robert Rubin made the 





award to Depinet, and Bernard M. | 


Baruch gave the citation to Miss 
Dunne. Baruch referred to the 
grace of face and form, | 
strength of character and nobility | 
of spirit.” stating that she exempli- 
fied in life the precepts of her re- | 
ligion, which was to love one’s | 
neighbor as one’s self. 

Nelson A. Rockefeller made the | 
presentations to Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein. Rodgers praised the 
work of the Conference, which was 
“to prove that there is no fun in 
hate—only suffering for the hated 
and self-destruction for the hater.” 
Hammerstein added that “there | 
can be no exclusivity in brother- 
hood’”—that ail peoples must be 
taken into it. 

Rockefeller is national chairman 
of Brotherhood Week, which the 
Conference will sponsor from Feb. 
20-27. Luncheon drew over 1,100 
from show business, including most 
top execs. | 


actress’ “ 








a peace pact with the Dept. of 
| Justice, Paramounters believe. 


| The rosy view is taken because | 


| the 


covering the sale of product. 
‘the theatre concern, both the 
'length of time available for liqui- 
| dation of verboten theatres and a 
‘degree of flexibility in handling 
‘partnership interests are thought 
' well-aimed to save the company 
many millions of dollars in carry- 
| ing out the decree. 

| Final agreement with the Gov- 
ernment was reached late last 
week and the voluminous decree 
itself has already emerged from 
the printer. Only one hitch re- 
mains and this, it is said, cannot 
dump the decree. Final tax pro- 
| visions must be worked out with 
the Dept. of Internal Revenue. It 
is believed the reorganization will 
be tax free except for the trans- 
fer of Par’s 38% interest in Du- 
Mont Television. 

Decree will give Paramount ex- 
hib unit three years on a scaled 
basis to ditch its interest in ap- 
proximately 800 theatres. To pre- 


Par’s Closed Situations 


Among the closed situations 
in which Par controls exhibi- 
tion through wholly-owned 
houses are the towns of Lake 
Worth, Ocala, St. Augustine, 
Sanford, Winter Park in 
Florida; Preston, Idaho; Elgin, 
Kankakee, Pekin, Illinois; 
Danville, Kentucky; Bath, 
Maine; Mankato, Minnesota; 
Peekskill, N. Y.; Minot, North 
Dakota; Bellevue, Ohio; and 
Madison, South Dakota. 








vent the market from being flood- 
ed with theatre properties, Par has 
won a provision that one-third the 
total will be liquidated the first 
year following court approval of 
the decree. Two-thirds must be 
, sold by the end of the second year, 
and the balance during the third 
semester. 


Par’s 600 Theatres 


When all the theatres that must 
go are sold,-the company will own 
approximately 600 houses. This 
would put it in second-ranking na- 
tional spot, trailing only the Na- 
tional Theatres chain. Of the 400 
key houses. now fully owned by 
Par, the new company will be per- 


| mitted to retain some 375 of them, | 


| it is reported. The other 25 would 
'be sold to open the few closed 
| situations now bottled by wholly- 
owned Par theatres. 

| Sugaring the decree terms are 
provisions which give the company 
flexibility in its forthcoming man- 
-euvers with its partners. In ef- 
fect, decree restricts the number 
of theatres which Paramount can 
own in different sitations—there- 





Par’s TVers Ditto 
Parantount’s two television 
stations will undergo the same 
two-way split as the main op- 
| eration under the terms of the 
| consent decree reached with 
| the Government last week, it 
is understood. Reportedly, 
station WBKB in Chicago, will 
be handed to the new theatre 
company while KTLA in Los 
Angeles goes to the produc- 
tion-distribution unit. 

WBKB will continue being 
operated by the Balaban & 
Katz circuit which the Par- 
amount Theatres parent will 
still own. Decree provisions, 
however, do not necessarily 
put the stamp of permanent 
approval on theatre operation 
of the station since the Fed- 
eral Communications Commis- 
sion is currently checking into 
the anti-trust aspects of film- 
video tieups. WBKB recently 
obtained only a temporary li- 
cense renewal from the FCC 
pending results of the probe. 


/ 











by creating a ceiling on total op- | 


erations—while holding the door 
wide open for the outfit to pursue 
its various valuable options which 
it holds against partners. 

; Understood the company for 
instance, can even buy out partners 
in certain circuits where Par ulti- 
mately must pull out completely. 
The taboo, in short, is against 
permanent ownership but does not 
cripple Par’s horsetrading powers 


To Sign Par Decree 


Continued from page 3 


production-distribution unit | 
| obtained easy terms on sng ew 
or 


——— 





| by forcing the company to sell to 
the partner. 
This flexibility will prove invaly- 
_able, it is said, in such partner. 
ships, as that with E. V. Richards 
in New Orleans zone, which alone 
involves some 77 theatres. In that 
instance, Par holds an option which 
gives it the right to demand that 
| Richards set a basic figure on the 
breakup of the partnership. Para. 
mount then has power to either 
buy Richards’ interest at 50% of 
the figure, or sell to him at 150% 
of it. If the decree had not pre- 
served the right, company could 
have lost in excess of $1,000,000 
on that transaction alone. 
Balaban, Goldenson, Freeman 
Along with final confirmation of 
the settlement, reports continue 
that Barney Balaban, Par’s prez, 
will stick with the production-dis- 
tribution company while Leonard 
Goldenson, theatre chief of the 
parent org, will head up exhibition. 
Balaban may step up to board 
chairman, following resignation by 
Adolph Zukor.: In that event, it’s 
reported that Y. Frank Freeman 
would take over the presidency. 
Robert O’Brien, secretary of the 
present company, is likely to go 
with the theatre chain in an ex- 
ecutive capacity. Walter Gross 
will be general counsel for the 
theatre unit and Austin C. Keough 
| will hold down that spot with the 
production company. 
Backgrounding the negotiations 
now virtually completed is the in- 
teresting fact that a _ three-way 
split was an “almost” result of the 
| give-and-take. At one point, Par’s 
| traders proposed that device with 
the intention of giving stockhold- 
| ers three shares for one. The third 
| unit would have held all Par’s tele- 
vision interests including the Du- 
Mont stock. It was intended as a 
way of obtaining an absolutely tax 
free reorganization but the pro- 
posal was vetoed by U. S. Special 
Ass’t Attorney General Robert L. 
Wright. He objected to it be- 
cause it would have required study 
by the television wing of the D. of 
J., thereby prolonging negotiations 
further. 


Par’s $20,000,000 
- Buy of Own Stock 


Paramount has now expended 

over $20,000,000 in buyups of its 
own common stock on the N. Y. 
stock exchange. The $20,000,000 
marker was crossed in January 
when the company picked up an- 
‘other 28,500 shares to bring its to- 
tal holdings to 817,733 shares. Be- 
sides this tremendous block of 
stock in the company coffers, Par 
expended over $2,000,000 for 200,- 
000 shares which it used to acquire 
|Liberty Films and Rainbow Pro- 
| ductions. 
Company paid out some $685,000 
‘during January to acquire the 
added stock. Actually, a rise in the 
price quotes of the shares during 
the month slowed the buying pace 
which had been breaking 40,000 
monthly during the past quarter 
year. 

Pointing up the rapid pace that 
the company has hit recently is the 
following totals of buyups: De- 
‘cember, 41,700 shares; November, 
41,500; October, 40,500; September, 
32,500; August, 22,200; and July, 
31,000. 
| Buying activity has been billed 
by Paramount prez Barney Bala- 
ban as a way of shrinking the com- 
pany’s capital in view of the 
‘threatened loss of theatres through 
divorcement. With a consent de- 
cree now agreed upon, siock may 
be retired to balance off a loss of 
some 800 partnership houses. 


‘Al Horwits West As 
| U’s Studio Pub Head 


| With Al Horwits named as new 
‘Universal studio publicity head, it 
is expected that his old job as 
eastern publicity manager will be 
filled from the company’s ranks. 
Tagged for the job this week by 
-ad-pub director David A. L'pton, 
Horwits is making a hurried trip 
‘west next week. He returns to 
clear his desk before heading for 
the Coast permanently, March 15. 

Horwits joined U in 1942 and 
was upped to his present notch 
one year later. 
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Harry Sherman's Statistics on Birth 
As ‘Greatest Film Grosser of All Time’ 





Estimate that D. W. Griffith’s+ 


“Birth of a Nation” racked up no 


fees than $40,000,000 to $50,000- [JN’s Worldwide Pix Pitch 


000 in domestic rentals and easily 
holds the record as the top-grosser 
of alltime is made in a letter to 
variety this week by producer 
Harry Sherman. Sherman, who 
owned distribution rights to 
“Birth” in 19 states west of the 
Mississippi, dug up his old rec- 
ords following several mentions of 
“Birth” grosses in VARIETY re- 
cently. 

Sherman’s estimate was backed 
by that of Louis B. Mayer, who 
owned distribution rights in the 
New England territory. They 
agreed that the film, released in 
1915, easily outgrossed its closest 
competitor, “Gone With the Wind,” 
which drew $22,000,000 in domes- 
tic rentals (and is owned by Metro, 
Mayer’s own company). 

Mayer claims _ that “Birth” 
grossed more than $4,000,000 in 
his New England territory alone, 
while Sherman states his records 
show the film took in rentals of | 


United Nations film division is 
putting on a concerted drive to get 
exhibs in all countries to book UN 
pix. In line with the campaign, 
George Ivan Smith, aide to Jean 
Benoit-Levy, head of the division, 
sails for Australia next week. While 
there, Smith will huddle with both 


Norman B. Rydge and Robert 
Kerridge, chief Aussie and New| 
Zealand circuit ops, and other | 
theatre men in an effort to get | 
regular playdates for the UN 
celluloid. 

Smith, thereafter, heads for 
London where he takes over the 
directorship of the UN informa- 


tion center. 


Bovart’s 4326, 





better than $12,000,000 in his area. | Bette’s 8G Top 


Actually, of course, it is extreme- | 


ly difficult to get any kind of ac-| 
curate estimate on “Birth’s” gross, | 


since the states rights distribution 
system meant there was little cen- 
tralization of figures and, with to-| 
day’s systems of theatre checking | 
yet to be invented, the grosses that | 
the franchise-holders did report 
were not always to be relied upon. 

Sherman, who guaranteed $100,- 
000 from his territory, paid off that | 
sum in 100 days. “I don’t think | 
anyone today actually realizes the 
business this picture did,” he de- 
clared. 

“To give you an insight into its 
phenomenal gross,” he wrote: “We 

‘(Continued on page 15) 


EXHIB CASTELLI, WIFE 
KILLED IN PLANE CRASH 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 

Jerry Castelli, local theatreown- 
er and a veteran exhib, and his 
wife, Eleanor, were killed last 
Wednesday night (2) when their 
private light plane crashed in a 
snowstorm 50 miles north of Tor- 
onto. The Castellis were en route 
to North Bay for an ice fishing trip 
and to visit relatives. Mrs. Cas- 





telli had objected to making the | 


trip by air, and they had planned 
to take an auto instead, but when 
the weather cleared up suddenly, 
the couple changed their plans 
again. ’ 


Castelli, an ice-fishing enthusi- | 


ast, who made two or three trips 
to Canada every winter for the 
sport, was part-owner of the Park 
theatre in nearby Library,’ Pa., 
and also of drive-ins at Irwin, New 
Castle and Belle Vernon, having 
been a pioneer locally in outdoor 
operations. Three sons and a 
daughter survive. 





National, Wash., Reopens 
With Grind Pix Policy 


Washington, Feb. 8. 

National theatre, formerly the 
town’s sole legiter, reopens tomor- 
row (9) on a grind pix policy. Fea- 
ture will be Metro’s tinter, “Sun 
Comes Up.” Ed Plohn, who has 
been manager of the National, 
leaves the house to become Marcus 
Heiman’s personal rep in WaSh- 
ington. 

Heiman owns the theatre and 
switched to pix as an aftermath to 
the race-segregation issue at the 
National. William Kurtz, who 
books the National, will be super- 
Visor, dividing his time between 
here and New York. House man- 





‘46 Film Salarie 


Washington, Feb. 8. 








| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


Ah (Nuts), Sunshine 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

California’s unpredictable sun- 
shine threw the Hakim Brothers, 
Robert and Raymond, for a loss 
while they were shooting their in- | 
die film, “Twilight.” 

They wanted smog to match the 
scenes previously shot on location, | 
but the sun came out in all its! 
Chamber of Commerce glory and 





| chased them indoors. 





Majors Agree 
To Talk SPG Pact 


After a three-month delay, all of 
the major companies have agreed 
to sit down with the Screen 
Publicists Guild to negotiate a 
new pact for the 230 flacks em- 
ployed in the New York offices 
The last pact expired September, 
1948, following which the com- 


SPG because of its failure to sub- 
mit non-Communist affidavits 
required under the Taft-Hartley 
law. Since last October, 
SPG reversed its non-conformance 
stand, the Guild has been cooling 
its heels waiting for the com- 
panies’ bargaining okay. 

Industry committee, headed by 
Major Leslie E. Thompson, RKO 
labor relations exec, includes reps 
from all the majors, excepting 
United Artists. UA. bowed out of 


With L[Toew’s and RKO still to | joining the industry committee in 


|report, it looks so far as though | a letter to Thompson stating that 


Humphrey Bogart was the top- | “because of the situation within 


salaried ictor of 1946, and Bette! United Artists” it 
Davis the highest-paid woman star. | 


Treasury Department issued its 
first supplemental list over the 
weekend of the $75,000-a-year and 
over salaried people for 1946 and 
for fiscal years ending in 1947. 
The first list came out in July, 


1948. As usual, Hollywood had 
close to a monopoly of the top 
brackets. 


The new list showed Bogart get- 
ting $432,000 and Miss Davis draw- 
ing $328,000. The top pix people 
so far, alwa¥s remembering that 
Louis B. Mayer’s figures are not 
|yet in, are: Charles P. Skouras, 
| $985,300; Bogart; Davis; 
|Morgan, $325,892; Deanna Durbin, 





| 








Dennis | 


$323,477; William Goetz, $284,000: | 


|Ann Sheridan, $269,345; 
‘Montgomery, $250,000; 
Wyler, $432,000; 


Robert 


Bing Crosby, 


| $325,000, and Betty Grable, $299,-| months ago, are progressing. 


333. 
The figures are before taxes, 
meaning that the Government 


takes a tremendous bite out of all 
of them. The figures cover only 
salaries and not earnings from 
‘other sources. The Treasury list- 


(Continued on page 15) 





| U’s Ben Henry Charges He 
Got a 156 Fast Shuffle 


International Theatrical & Tele- 
vision Corp., George A. Hirliman 
'and the Standard Factors Corp. 





| gave him a fast shuffle, Ben Henry, | 
| Universal’s managing director in/| 


Britain, charged in a damage suit 


'N. Y. federal court. He asks re- 
covery of $15,000 he allegedly paid 
the defendants in return for cer- 
tain European distribution rights 
to a number of films. 

Under an Aug. 24, 1945, agree- 
ment, according to the complaint, 
Henry acquired distribution and 
exhibition rights from the defend- 


| Killers” at U-I... “My Darling Is | 


ants to about 100 shorts and 24' 
features for the territories of the. 


United Kingdom, 
Southern Ireland, Malta, Gibraltar, 


Northern and. 


the Channel Islands and the Isle of | 


Man. Deal covered both 35m and | 
16m. 
However, Henry charges. after 


he shelled out $12,500 in advance 
plus another $2,500 for expenses it 


ager is Saul Menick, formerly with- developed that the.defendants. did | 


Samuel Goldwyn and with the 
Treasury Department. 


M-G, Par’s Reg. Divvys 

Two majors declared regular 
quarterly dividends to stockholders 
In the past week..:Metro an- 
nounced a quarterly payment of 
Tze pe® share on outstanding 
common stock. Melon -will be 
Sliced March 21 for stockholders 
of record on March 10. 

Special Paramount board meet 
eclared Par’s regular  three- 
month payment of 50c per share 
on common. Divvy is payable 
March 25 to record stockholders 
as of March 4. 








not have exclusive’ distribution 
rights to certain product as _ stip- 
ulated in the five-year contract. 
Varied statements in the pact, he 
claims, are “false and untrue.” 
He’s repped by Stillman & Still- 
man. 





WICKES’ 1-PIC DEAL 

Mary Wickes went to the Coast 
last week on a one-picture deal to 
play Paulette Goddard's sister in 
Columbia's film version of “Anna 
Lucasta.” 

Since her recent closing in Max 
tordon’s “Town House,” the ac- 
tress appeared in 11 television 

| shows. 


couldn’t. go 
along. UA, however, has indicated 
its willingness to conduct separate 
negotiations with SPG. 

Guild’s demands to the industry 
include a 25% wage hike above 
the current minimum of $120 for 
senior publicists, a cut in hours’! 
from 371% to 35 and tightened se- | 
curity and seniority provisions. It’s 
understood the companies will re- 
sist all efforts to increase payrolls 
at this time. A bargaining session 


is slated for the end of this week. 





McGuinness Still 
Settling M-G Pact 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
James K. McGuinness negotia- 
several 
He 


producer pact, reported 
has been with Metro 18 years. 

Contract still has several years 
to run. 





Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Skirball- Manning Productions 
will make “Appointment in Sa- 
marra” when they complete their 
current picture, “Love is Big 
Business,” at RKO... Clifton 
Webb will star in “Mr. Nolan,” to 
be produced by Sam Engel from 
script by Emily Glass at 20th-Fox 
.. . Hugo Friedhofer, whose score 
for the “The Best Years of Our 











‘filed against the trio last week in| Lives won the 1946 Oscar, goes to 


England this summer to do a chore 
for J. Arthur Rank ... Alan Mow- 
bray and Lenore Aubert signed for 
“Abbott and Costello Meet the 


a Kangaroo” is the new tag for 
Glenn MecCarthy’s “You Can’t Do 
That.” ... U-I added five scribes 
to its writing staff: John Grant, 
Edna Anhalt, Oscar Saul, Marvin 
Borowsky and Edward Anhalt. 
George Blair drew a new direc- 
tor contract at Republic, with 
“Streets of San Francisco” as his 
next assignment . Clarence 
Brown leading a crew to Oxford, 
Miss., to shoot location sequences 
for “Intruders in the Dust.” 
Delmar Daves, director at War- 
ners since 1943, wound up his job 
on “Task Force” and checked off 
the lot .. . Dan Duryea is dick- 
ering a partnership deal with Al- 
bert J. Cohen on “The Criminal,” 
in which he would star and be as- 
sociate producer . .. James Ron- 
dell, British Negro actor, will play 
in the next Tarzan picture for Sol 
Lesser .. . Republic took an op- 
tion on “Operation § Hayride.” 
western by Larry Barbier and Don 
Milos, based on feeding of snow- 
bound cattle by Army fliers .. . 
Gregor Rabinovitch due in Holly- 
wood Feb. 28 with prints of two 
pictures he made in Italy for Co- 
lumbia release, “Her Wonderful 
Lie,” formerly titled “The Eternal 
Melody.” and “The Legend of 
Faust,’ both with musical back- 
grounds. 
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when | 
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{American Theatres Co., 
| said he would apply his long exhib 
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Krim Points to EL's Selznick, Wanger, 


Top Indie’ Rating 





EL’s 60 in ’49 
Minimum of 60 films will 
be released by Eagle Lion dur- 
ing the calendar year, Arthur 
Krim, company president, said. 
Krim breaks these down into 
the following brackets: 


14-18 American A features. 

8-12 British A films. 

12-16 westerns. 

16-18 program films. 

10-12 reisuues, including eight 
from David O. Selznick. 








Exhib Denies 
He's ‘Agenting 
For Bank in EL 


Sam Pinanski, vet New England 
circuit operator, denied in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) that the 
post he accepted with Eagle Lion 


last week resulted from his tieup 
with Serge Semenenko, veepee of 
the First National Bank of Boston. 
EL is heavily indebted to the insti- 
tution and Pinanski has _ been 
Semenenko’s adviser on film loans. 
It had been generally assumed in 
the trade, therefore, that Pinan- 
ski’s appointment had been at 
in order to 
facilitate repayment by EL of the 
bank loans. 

Exhib, who was a partner in the 
Mullin & Pinanski circuit, Para- 
miount affiliate, until it was re- 
cently dissolved, said he’d confine 








| his EL activities to a strictly advis- 


ory capacity. He added that he 

would receive no compensation. 
Pinanski, now head of the 

Boston, 


| experience to guide EL in the pro- 
duction of merchandisable product. 
| He declared he hoped it would be 
|the start of a general movement 


jamong producers to go back to the | 
William | tion for settlement of his Metro| grass-roots for help and advice. 


| Pinamski averred that only close 
| cooperation between phases of the 
|industry would bring it safely 
‘through the present period of 
| transition. 

Arthur Krim, EL prexy, corrob- 
orated Pinanski’s definition of his 
tieup with the company and de- 
clared that EL, on its part, has no 


(Continued on page 22) 


Selznick’s Foreign Aide 





mestic setu} 
izeg to his temporary satisfaction, 
is turning to his foreign layout. 
Louis Lewis, British distribution 
‘chief for the Selznick Releasing 
| Organization, arrived in New York 
| from London Monday (7) and flew 





ito the Coast that night for confabs | 


'with DOS. 


|contemplates no extensive changes 
|in SRO’s foreign setup until dis- 
'tribution of “Portrait of Jennie” 
_is completed. After that time there 
| will undoubtedly be extensive trim- 
|ming, since Selznick, if he makes 
‘no other arrangements in 
meantime, will have only western 
| hemisphere rights to future SRO 


| product. These are the films that, 


he is making in association with 
or buying outright from Sir Alex- 
ander Korda. 

Meanwhile, the domestic sales 
‘organization is going ahead with 
“Jennie,” and has set day-and-date 


|openings at the Esquire and Mod- 


ern theatres in Boston for late this 
month or early March. Pic has 
also been set for April 17 at the 
Trans-Lux, Washington. 

Sidney Der.eau, SRO sales chief, 
is attending a series of meetings 
in various parts of the country 
that have been called by Eagle 
Lion to tee off distribution by the 
latter of SRO’s reissues and tail- 
end selling,ein pursuance to the 
deal recently negotiated. William 
Heineman, EL veepee in charge of 
distribution, is running the ses- 
sions, which are being held in 
New York, New Orleans, Chicago 
and San Francisco. 


To Coast for Powwows 


David O. Selznick, with his do- 
apparently reorgan- | 


It is understood that Selznick 


the. 


+ Arthur Krim, president of Eagle 


Lion, wants his company to become 
“the top outfit for independent pro- 
ducers in the business.” EL prez 
maintains that the present 
machinery set up for the two-and- 
one-half year old concern is geared 
especially for freelance filmmakers, 
It is guaranteed to give these pro- 
ducers a real break on both bank- 
rolling of product and their subse- 
| quent distribution, he told VARIETY. 
| In N. Y. following the inking of 
a deal with David O. Selznick, 
Krim declared: “We are now han- 
dling films for four of the top 
showmen in the industry, Selznick, 
Walter Wanger, Edward Small and 
Bryan Foy. Selznick has just given 
us a lot of product and he would 
not done this if he didn’t know 
that we can do the job.” 

EL topper went on: “We are try- 
¢ng to strengthen our organization 
in every direction as a vessel for 
independent producers. When I 
speak of this, I don’t mean dis- 
tributing alone but also in financial 
backing. We are ready to partici- 
pate in any sort of right kind of 
deal.” 

In William J. Heineman EL’s 
distribution veepee, and Max 
Youngstein, ad-pub veepee, Krim 
said the company has a top com- 
bination for distribution. “One 
thing we have done and nobody 
can take it from us—we have taken 
product of unusual ingredients and 
blown it up by the right kind of 
exploitation and selling.” Krim 
cited “‘Canon City,” “T-Men,” “He 
Walks by Night” and “Raw Deal,” 
declaring the first three would all 

(Continued on page 22) 


PAR CONTINGENT WESTS 
AT END OF THIS MONTH 


Barney Balaban, Paramount’s 
president, who headed to Florida 
oer the weekend on an interrupted 
vacation, will plane to the Coast 








Feb. 22. Trek will be Balaban’s 
customary midwinter journey to 
the studio. It had been delayed 


because of anti-trust negotiations 
with the Government. 

Flock of other h.o. Paramounters 
will also converge on the studio 
for a series of huddles. Among 
those will be Paul Raibourn, vee- 
| pee; Stanley Shuford, ad mana- 
| ger; Ben Washer, eastern publicity 
chief; and Rudy Montgelas, prez of 
(the Buchanan ad agency. They 
i shove off Feb. 26. 
Group will meet with George 
|! Brown, Coast pub chief, who is 
|due back from a West Indies 
|eruise. They will also meet with 
Paramount producer Cecil B. De 
Mille to map a campaign for his 
“Samson and Delilah” filmization. 

Russell Holman, eastern studio 
rep, may cross the continent at the 
same time. Adolph Zukor, board 
chairman, and his wife flew to the 
Coast over the weekend. Zukor 
will attend the studio confabs, 
/then go to Tucson for a short vaca- 
tion. 


AFL Ys. C10 Collarites’ 


Hassle Climaxing in N.Y. 
The one+year_ jurisdictional 
battle between the AFL and CIO 
for contro! of the majors’ home- 
office employees will come to a 
halt at the end of this month. 
According to a National Labor 
Relations Board directive, collec- 
tive bargaining elections involving 
1,800 white-collarites will be held 
over a three-day period beginning 
Feb. 23 at Paramount, Metro, RKO 
theatre servicing, Columbia, Re- 
public and De Luxe labs. The con- 
tending unions are the Screen 
Office & Professional Employees 
Guild, CIO, and Local H-63, Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, AFL. 

Formerly under, SOPEG’s con- 
trol, Local H-63 launched an 
organizational campaign last spring 
in these and other companies fol- 
lowing the CIO union's refusal to 
abide by the Taft-Hartley law. 
Local H-63 was successful in oust- 
ing SOPEG out of United Artists 
and is currently negotiating a 
union contract with UA execs. In 
the last three months, however, 
SOPEG has made a comeback with 
a victory over Local H-63 at RKO’s 
distrib homeoffice. SOPEG gained 
|a place on the ballot in the up- 
coming elections by reversing its 
non-compliance stand towards the 
T-H law. 
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Spectacular holdovers in San Francisco, Washington, 
Baltimore and Buffalo!...Sensational openings in Kansas 
City, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and Quebec!. 

Still topping everything in Philadelphia and Los Angeles 
(7th weeks), New Orleans (6 weeks) and New York (13th 
week)!...Watch the year’s mightiest boxoffice attraction 
roll on, as it opens in Minneapolis, Dayton, Columbus, 
Atlanta, Birmingham, Richmond, Milwaukee, Chatta- 
nooga, Rochester —and city after city, week after week! 








A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION - COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR” 


CAST OF THOUSANDS 


with JOSE FERRER » FRANCIS L. SULLIVAN « J. CARRGL NAISH « ‘WARD BOND - SHEPPERD STRUDWICK + “HURD HATFIELD 
GENE LOCKHART +« JOHN EMERY » GEORGE COULOURIS + JOHN IRELAND and CECIL KELLAWAY « based upon the stage play ‘Joan of 
Lorraine’ by MAXWELL ANDERSON « screen play by MAXWELL ANDERSON: and ANDREW SOLT « art direction by RICHARD DAY 


director of photography JOSEPH VALENTINE, A. S. C. 


Produced by WALTER WANGER . Directed by VICTOR FLEMING 


presented by SIERRA PICTURES, Inc. * released by RKO RADIO PICTURES 
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L. A. Perks: ‘Witch’ 
Grant Torrid 466, 
‘Bad Men’ Good 4 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. | 


“Wake of Red Witch” is pacing | 
the new product in firstruns here | 
this week with sock $50,000 in! 
sight for two Paramount theatres. | 
“Every Girl Married” is close be-| 
hind, also in two houses, with very 
big $46,000 for Cary Grant starrer. 

Three other new bills are below 
expectations with ‘Wonderful 
Urge” showing only so-so $39,000 
in four spots. “Bad Men of Tomb- 
stone” coupled with “Betrayed” on 
reissue is looking to hit good $40.- 
000 in five locations, mostly small- 
seaters. 

“Red Shoes” shapes very strong 
$10.000 in sixth round while “Ham- 
let” is steady $6,000. “Joan of 
Are” still is okay $11.500 in two | 
houses. “Shockproof’” will be slim 
$27,000 or near in five situations. | 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (FWC) (743: $1-$1.80)— 
“Joan of Arc’ (RKO) (2d_ wk). 
Okay $5,000. Last week. snappy | 
$6.400. 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532: 60-$1)— 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
French” (Col). Fair $3,500. Last 
week, “Dark Past” (Col) and “Big 
Sombrero” (Col), $2,900. | 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Prin-Cor) (834; 65 -$1)— “Don’t | 
Trust Husband” (UA) (3d. wk). 
Oke $3,700. Last week. $4,900. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518: 85- 
$1.25)—“Portrait Jennie’ (SRO). 
(7th wk). Nice $5,500. Last week, | 
$6,300. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—"‘Wonderful Urge” (20th) 
and “Incident” (Mono). Fair $10,- 
000. Last week, “Yellow Sky” | 
(20th) and “Alaska Patrol” (FC) 
(3d wk-4 days), $5,400. | 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)—) 
“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
French” (Col). Mild $5,000 or near. | 
Last week, “Dark Past” (Col) and 
“Big Sombrero” (Col), $3.600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,757: 60-$1)— 
“Don Juan” (WB) (3d wk). Oke 
$9,000. Last week, nifty $15,000. 

Downtown Music Hall (Prin-Cor) 
(902; 55-$1)—“Don’t Trust Hus- 
band” (UA) (3d wk). Down to $6,- 
500. Last week, average $9,000. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538: 60-$1)— 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (4th wk- 
4 days). Off to $4,600. Last week, 
nice $8,200. 


El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)—| 


“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
French” (Col). Okay $4,200. Last 
week, “Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.) (3d 
wk-5 days), $2,400. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
-——‘“Dulcimer_ Street” (U) and 
“Snowbound” (U). Strong $3,200. 
Last week, “Baker’s Wife” (Indie) 
(reissue) (2d wk), $1,800. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (6th wk). 
Big $10,000. Last week, $10,800. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Hamlet” (U) (15th wk). 
Steady $6,000. Last week, $6,500. 

Guild (FWC) (968: 60-$1)—"‘Bad 
Men Tombstone” (Mono) and “Be- 
trayed” (Mono) (reissue), Aver- 
age $5,000. Last week, “Criss 
Cross” (U) and “Jiggs, Maggie in 
— (Mono) (2d wk-9 days), $2,- 

Hawaii (G&S-Prin-Cor) (1,106; 
55-$1)—“Don’t Trust Husband” 
(UA) (3d wk). Slow $2,700. Last 
week, $3,900. 


“Don Juan” (WB) (3d wk). Okay 
$6,000. Last week, hefty $11,300. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Prin-Cor) 
(512; 55-85) — “Don’t Trust Hus- 


“Piccadilly Incident” (M-G) (4 days) 
(2d wk). Good $6,500. Last week, 
| big $12,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 60-$1)— | 


} 
| 


Whopping $50,000, 
Urge’ So-so 396, 
06, Shoes’ 106, 6th 


“Alaska Patrol” (FC) (3d wk-4 
days), $4,400. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210: 60- 
$1) — “Shockproof” (Col) and 
“Slightly French” (Col). Good $10.- | 

. Last week, “Dark Past” (Col) | 
and “Big Sombrero” (Col), $12,600. | 

Palace (D’town) (1,191; $1-1.80)— | 
“Joan Arc” (RKO) (7th wk). Down | 
to $6,500. Last week, $9,700. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 60-$1)— 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 
“Rusty Saves Life’ (Col). Big $25,- 
000. Last week, “Return October” 
(Col) and “Blondie’s Secret” (Col) 
(2d wk-5 days), $9,800. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 60-$1) 
—‘Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) and 
“Rose of Yukon” (Rep) (matinees 
only). Sock $32,000. Last week, 
“Sealed Verdict” (Par) and “Last 
Wild Horses” (Rep), only $12,900. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1- 
451; 60-$1)— “Red Witch” (Rep). 
Big $18,000. Last week, “Sealed 
Verdict” (Par) and “Wild Horses” 
(Rep), light $8,600. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890: 50- 
80)—“‘Every Girl Married” (RKO) 
and “Rusty Saves Life” (Col). 
Swell $21,000. Last week, “Return 
October” (Col) and “Blondie’s 
Secret” (Col) (2d wk-5 days), $9,000. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—‘Bad 
Men Tombstone” (Mono) and “Be- 
trayed” (Mono) (reissue). So-so/} 
$7,500. Last week, “Criss Cross” 
(U) and “Jiggs, Maggie Court” 
(Mono) (2d wk-9 days), $5,100. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Bad Men Tombstone” (Mono) 
“Betrayed” (Mono) (reissue). Okay 
$6,000. Last week, “Criss Cross” 
(U) and “Jiggs, Maggie Court” 
(Mono) (2d wk-9 days), $3,100. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
$1)—“Bad Men Tombstone” (Mono) | 
and “Betrayed” (Mono) (reissue). | 
Good $16,500. Last week, “Criss | 
Cross” (U) and “Jiggs, Maggie 
Court” (Mono) (2d wk-9 days), 
$12,000. 

Uptown (FWC) (1.719: 60-$1)— 
“Wonderful Urge” (20th) and “In- 

cident” (Mono). Mild $7,000 or 
near. Last week, “Yellow Sky” | 
(20th) and “Alaska Patrol” (FC) | 
(3 wk-4 days), $3,400. 
| Vogue (FWC) (885: 60-85)— 
|“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly | 
| French” (Col). Oke $4,000.- Last 





| pictures. 


‘Accused’ Smart $10,000, 
Seattle; ‘Witch’ 96, 2d 


Seattle, Feb. 8. 


‘Joan Wow $32,000 





during past week, several theatres 


Dominates Cincy: 


nye eit x “Halt Tall 156, By Night’ Brisk 13¢ 





are doing well currently. Top new- | 
comer is “The Accused,” big at) 
oliseum. ‘Every Girl Married,” 
at Liberty, and “Red Witch,” at 
Paramount, are top second-week 


Q 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ....... $2,201,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 224 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.). 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .. . . $3,020,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 231 
theatres). 








| 


Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Accused” (Par) and “Strike Rich” 
(Mono). Big $10,000. Last week, 
“Unknown Island” (FC) and 
“Judge” (FC), $7,600. | 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349; 50-84) 
—“Whiplash” (WB) and “Feath-| 
ered Serpent” (Mono). Slow $6,- 
000. Last week, “‘Snake Pit’ (20th) 


and “Manhattan Angel” (Col) (3d ‘( 9 ( . NG 
wk), nice $6,300. ey ross risp 


Philly Leader 


“Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 
Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 


Incident” (Mono) (2d wk). Great 
$10,000. Last week, big $13,890. 
Music Box (H-E) (850: 50-84)— 
in 6 days of fourth week downtown. | Brisk clear weekend weather 
Last week, very nice $4,200. ) | bolstered the boxoffice here into a 
Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84 profitable session. “Criss Cross,” 











“Stay Happy” (U) and “Indian | 
Agent” (RKO) (m.o.). Good $3,500 | 


iz, Act of Murder” (U) and “Shep | a+ the Stanley, is sparking the 


Comes Home” (SG). Very dim $600 | town with stout take. “Man from 
in three days, and pulled. “Paisan” | Colorado” at the Mastbaum looks 
(Indie) replaced and landed big $9,- just okay “Unknown Island” 
500. Last week, “Kissing Bandit” shapes sock at Stanton 
(M-G) and “Piccadilly Incident” | * shy if ‘ 
We Surprise here is strength shown 
(M-G), $4,000. : i nods 
Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)—|by “Red Shoes” at Trans-Lux. 
“Don Juan” (WB) and “Christopher Strongest individual film is Snake 
Blake” (WB) (2d wk). Oke $6,000| Pit,” at Fox, which has garnered 
after big $10,000 last week. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 34-59) | Estimates for This Week 
—“Drive By Night” (WB) and “An-| Aldine (WB) (1,303: $1.20-$2.40) 
gels Dirty Faces” (WB) (reissues). |__“tamlet” (U) (11th wk). Last 
Modest at $3,000. Last week, | days notices helped and might have 
Fighter Squadron” (WB) and held an extra week. Sturdy $12,000. 
“Let's Live Little” (EL), $2,100 in | pact week, fine $9,500. 
4 days. | Arcadia 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— | «non Juan” (WB). Trim $4,500 or 
“Red Witch” (Rep) and “Angel on | near “Last week, “One Sunday 
Amazon” (Rep) (2d wk). Big $9,000. Afternoon” (WB), $3.500. 
Last week, giant $15,700. Boyd (WB) (2.360: 50-99) —“Tat- 





|}Okay $15,000. Last week, nice 
| $21,500. 
(2,700; 


‘Joan’ New Record 
Joan’ New Record Sit wp, az, soo 


|; at $15,000. Last week, $22.000. 


|__Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Snake 
1] at | Pit” (20th) (3d wk). Terrific 
eWVe 9 $25,000. Last week, $32,500. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
Kansas City, Feb. 8. | 99)—“Accused” (Par) (2d wk). Big 
“Joan of Are,” on midwest preem | $15,000 after fine $22,000 opener. 


here, is giving Orpheum a record |, Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 90- 
session. Film looks certain to get | $1.80/—‘“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (7th 





week, “Dark Past” (Col) and “Big | an extended-run. Nothing startling wk). Levelling off at trim $12,500. 


Sombero” (Col), $4,000. 


'4 days). Down to $5,000. Last 
| week, nice $8,400. 
| Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)—_| 
|“Don, Juan” (WB) (3d wk). Okay 
| $5,000. Last week, $9,500. 


‘Ice, Snow Slough Port.; | 
| ‘Sun. Afternoon’ $7,500 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 8. | 

Unusual ice and snow has cut | 
into boxoffice at firstruns here. | 
‘“One Sunday Afternoon,” “Dark | 
|Past” and “Hills of Home,” only | 
new pictures, are only _ so-so. 
| “Snake Pit” and “Paleface” are the 
ace holdovers. “Hamlet” picked up 
this week at Guild. | 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
'—‘“Three Godfathers” (M-G) and 





Guild (Parker) (427: $1.80-2.40)— 
“Hamlet” (U) (6th wk). Big $9,500. 
Last week, $8,000. | 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 


| “Hills of Home” (M-G) and “Fight- 


bands. (UA) (3d wk). Mild $2,000. | ing Mad” (Mono). Fair $4,500. Last 


Last week, $2,800. 
Iris (FWC)’ (828: 60-85)—"Bad | 


Men Tombstone” (Mono) and “Be- 
trayed” (Mono) (reissue). Oke 
$5,000 or close. Last week, “Criss 
Cross’ (U) and “Jiggs, Maggie 
Court” (Mono) (2d wk-9 days), | 
$2,700. | 

La Tijera (Griffith - Coleman)! 
(1,520; 60-$1) — “Blanche Fury” | 
(EL) and “Return Rin-Tin-Tin” | 
(EL). Good $5,500. Last week, 
“Dear, Secretary” (UA) (3d wk), | 
$3,800. | 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; $1.20)— | 
“Symphonie Pastorale” (Indie) (7th 
wk). Good $3,600. Last week 
$3,900. | 

Loew’s State (Loews-WC) (2,404; | 
60-$1)—“Wonderful Urge” (20th) | 
and “Incident” (Mono). Lean $15.- | 
000. Last week, “Yellow Sky” | 
(20th) and “Alaska Patrol” (FC) | 
(3d wk-4 days), $8,900. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1)—“‘Words and Music” (M-G) | 
(4th wk-4 days). Nice $6,200. Last | 
week, $12,700. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 60-$1)— 
“Wonderful Urge” (20th) and “In-| 
cident” (Mono). Mild $7,000. Last | 
week, “Yellow Sky” (20th) and 


week, “Best Years” (RKO) and 
“Blondie’s Secret” (Col) (3d wk), 
fine $5,700. . 

Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) and “Blondie’s | 
Secret” (Col) (m.o.), fine $4,300. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000: 50-85)— 
“Snake Pit” (20th) and “I Surren- 
der Dear” (Col), day-date with. 
Paramount (2d wk) (6 days). Excel- 
lent $4,500. Last week, $5,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Dark Past” (Col) and “Slightly 
French” (Col) (6 days). So-so 
$6,000. Last week, “Gallant Blade” 
‘Col) and “Untamed Breed” (Col) 
(6 days), same. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Snake Pit” (20th) and “I Surren- 
der . Dear” (Col) (2d wk), also 
Oriental. Good $8,500. Last week, | 
sock $11,500. | 

Playhouse (H-E) (1,200: 50-85)— | 
Paleface” (Par) and “Manhattan | 
Angel” (Col) (5 days) (2d wk) 
‘(m.0.). Good $2,500. Last week, | 
$2,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- | 
85)—“One Sunday Afternoon” | 
(WB). Okay $7,500. Last week, | 
“Kissing Bandit” (M-G) (9 days), | 
slim $6,009. | 


| Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— | holding near average with ‘Shock- 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (4th wk- | proof.” Weather is not so severe, 


Last week, $14,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-99) 
—"She”’ | (RKO) and “Last Days 
but still disagreeable, and no help | Pompeii” (RKO) (reissues) (3d wk). 
to the boxoffice. Pye $5,500. Last week, great 

macmneten for Tile Wee ae crm (4.360; 50-99)— 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- | “Man from Colorado” (Col). Trim 
Se an eee, a, “Heturns | $22:000. Last week, “Every Girl 
gel on Amazon ep). eturns | Married” 
7 to a, — ($2500. $16,000. (RKO) (3d wk), good 
ast week, “Ali Baba” (U) an Princess (WB) (450: 35-80) — 
“Phantom of Opera” (U) (reissues), | “Paisan” (Indie) (7th wk). Strong 
about same. _ | $4,500. Last week, $5,000. 

Pa Sey Pie eeen 
“Mikado” (U) (reissue). Fine $3, “Criss Cross” (U). Best new fil 
s ‘ ” e « m 
in 10 days. ‘Henry V” (UA) re-| in town at solid $30,000. Last week 
turned 3 — a ~~ ume, | “Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) (3d 
opening Monday (7) for five days | 
at $1.20 top. wk), great $16,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) — “Unknown 


at other houses, but Midland is 





Island” (FC). Sock 


“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly | ¢1 “ 
French” (Col). Usual biz of recent Night cea ees dont cheat 


weeks, modest $14,000. Last week, | Trans-Lux (T-L) ’ (500- 
“Three Godfathers’ (M-G) and “ Kae 500; $1.20- 
“No Minor Vices” (M-G), same. | $2.40) —“Red Shoes” (EL) (7th wk). 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 50-$1.25) gi1o90, (P22, Previous session at 


sock $10,000. 








—“Joan of Arc” (RKO). Upped 
scale helping to new high at $03.- | 
000, terrific for this spot. 


ter ot. Holds, a ’ 
Sr Hinge and cin Stagebill Tilts Doors 
Giant $27,000, St. Loo 


Up” (EL), so-so $9,000 at 65c top. 
St. Louis, Feb. 8. 


Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
te “ies te (2d wk). Satis- 
actory $9,000. First week was good : 
$15,000, but not big, weather lrld- | rainy Sanday Gah is tg ees 
mag we ae, to perk here. Outstanding this 
ia — ! on ae 45-65) — | week is “Behind Locked Doors,” 
Peery tll o}) an Destroyer | being given a terrific boost b 
reissues). Regulation $3,000. | stage show at the St. Loui Hit. 
—_ Pete eee By Night” (EL) | ting smash total. it. loan” ae 
ed $3,000.” ne.” (EL) (2d wk), than four times what is normally 
Tower - Uptown - Fairwa y (Fox | 8rossed at house. It’s first stage- 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) | yy at this spot in many months. 
—‘Wonderful Urge” (20th).’ Barely | Bandit” looks arest ne hissing 
average at $14,000. Tower plays | 5 ooks best of straight- 
film dual with “Big Town After | filmers, both being okay. - 
Dark” (Par). Last week, “Countess Estimates for This Week 
Monte Cristo” (U), dim $8,000 in Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 50- 
6 days. 75) — “Wonderful Urge” (20th) 
and “Well Remembered” (RKO). 
Nice $18,000. Last week, “Blood 
on Moon” (RKO) and “Mystery 
Mexico” (RKO), $18,500. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) and “In This 
Corner” (EL). Barely okay at 
$20,000. Last week, “Accused” 
pA a and “Disaster” (Par), $19,- 








Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 


estimated figures are net in- 00. 

come. ¥ i Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75) — | 
The parenthetic admission | ‘“Kissing Bandit” (M-G) and 

prices, however, as indicated, Dear Secretary” (UA). Good 





include the U. S. amusement awe or near. Last week, “Sun 
ax. 


(Continued on page 18) 


|over $90,000 on three-week run. | 


(S&S) (700; 50-94)— | 


lock’s Millions” (Par) (2d wk). | 


50-99)— | 


Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-99)— | 


Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-99)— 


50-75)— | 


Cincinnati, Feb. 8 

Smasheroo “Joan of Are” jg 
dominating Cincy’s screen front 
currently and bulging biz generally 
to a rosy degree. Of the other 
new bills, “Boy With Green Hair” 
has a slight edge on “He Walked 
By Night,” both fancy. “16 
Fathoms Deep” and “Smart 
Woman” looks only fairish. Hold- 
overs “Snake Pit” and “So Deay to 
My Heart” are above par. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100: 55-75) 
“Walked by Night” (EL) Brisk 
$13,000. Last week, “Wonderful 
Urge” (20th), perky $14,000 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 76-$1.25) 
—“Joan of Are” (RKO). Smash 
$32,000. Primed with potent dig- 
nified campaign embracing two- 
week press, radio and bus splash 
advance plus tieups with mer- 
chants. Last week, “Snake Pit” 
| (20th) (3d wk), sturdy $8,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55 - 75 — 
“Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th). 
Strong $10,000. Last week. *“Whip- 
lash” (WB), same. 

Guild (Indie) (278; $1.20-$2.409)— 
“Hamlet” (U) (7th wk). Easing off 
to $3,500. Last week, big $5,000. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542: 55-75) 


— “16 Fathoms Deep” (Mono) 
and “Smart Woman” (Mono). Fair- 
ish $7,000. Last week, “Isn't It 
Romantic” (Par), $7,200. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-75) — 


“Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.). Hefty 
$6,000 on fourth downtown sesh. 
Last week, ‘‘Plunderers” (Rep) and 
“Gallant Legion” (Rep), moderate 
$5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 55-75)— 
“Boy with Green Hair” (RKO), 
Fancy $15,000. Last week, ‘““Men 
from Colorado” (Col), $14,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-75)— 
“Dear to Heart’ (RKO) (m.o. 2d 
wk). Sugary $6,500 after swell 
| $8,000 last week. 





‘Hub Slow: ‘Husband’ Oke 
~ $31,000; ‘Juan’ Big 266, 
| ‘Joan’ 42G, Both in 2d 


Boston, Feb. 8. 
| “Don Juan” and “Joan of Arc” 
'both in second weeks remain on top 
in a town that’s more or less off 
because of storms. “Joan”’ still was 
big on second but moved to Astor. 
i“One Sunday Afternoon” looks 
'modest at Paramount and Fenway 
(on second round. “Don’t Trust 
| Husband,” at State and Orpheum, 
|also is in mild groove. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 44-85)— 
| “Enchantment” (RKO) (7th wk). 
| Finishing up big run at about $7.- 
| 000 after $8,000 for last. “Joan of 
Arc” (RKO) moves over from Me- 
morial. 
| Boston (RKO) (3,200: 44-85) 
'“Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Trouble 
Preferred” (20th) (2d wk). Slipped 
to $16,000 after nice $25,000 in 
first. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 44-85)— 

“One Sunday Afternoon” (WB) and 
“S.0.8. Submarine” (SG) (2d wk). 
So-so $4,500 after good $7,000 
opener. 
| Majestic (Shubert) (1,500; $2.40) 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (12th wk). Still 
| phenomenal, at $6,500 after about 
| $7,500 for last session. 
| Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 44-85)— 
“Dear To Heart” (RKO) and 
“Sword of Avenger,” (EL). Begins 
tomorrow (Wed.) Last week, ‘Joan 
of Arc” (RKO) (2d wk), still big 
$42,000. Great $45,000 on first 
week at $1,50 top. 
| Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 44- 
85)—“Don Juan” (WB) and “The 
Judge” (Indie) (2d wk). Big $26,000 
_after great $33,000 for first stanza. 
| Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 44-85)— 
—Don’t Trust Husband” (UA) 
‘and “No Minor Vices” (M-G). 
'Fairly substantial $20,000. Last 
week, “Sun Comes Up” (M-G) and 
|“Blackie’s Chinese Adventure 
(Col) $18,000. 
| Paramount (NET) (1,700; 44-85) 
“One Sunday Afternoon” ‘WB) 
‘and. “S.O.S. Submarine” (SG) (2d 
wk). Moderate $10,000 after $13,- 
,000 on opener. 
Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800; oo 
\“Siren Atlantis’ (UA) and Gil 
|Manhattan” (UA). Begin — 
| (Tues.). Last week, “Scar” (Indie 
and “Parole, Inc.” (EL), $12,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; ety 
'“Don’t Trust Husband” (UA) aD 
“No Minor Vices” (M-G). Okay 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Sun Comes 
Up” (M-G) and “‘Blackie’s Chinese 
| Adventure” (Col), $10,000. 
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Cold Wave Cripples Chi But ‘Words’ 
Plus B. Ann Scott Rousing $63,000: 
Pony Swift 246, ‘Wives-Vaude 536 


Chicago, + s.. -+ 
; of cold wave an eavy 
one Thursday (3) chilled early 
week Loop returns but remainder 
of week may be better. Chicago 
with “Words and Music and 
Barbara Ann Scott topping stage 
show looks big $63,000. Oriental 
with vaude and “Letter To Three 
Wives” shapes sock $53,000. Red 
Pony” at State-Lake is building 
and may crack trim $24,000. “My 
Own True Love” at United Artists 
does not look big at $14,000. 

“Boy With Green Hair” at 
Palace leads the second-weekers 
with $15,000 possible. 

“Paisan” at World continues to 
amaze by breaking the house 
record for three consecutive weeks 
and likely will hit socko $8,000 in 
fourth. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,400; 1.20-2.40)— 
“Hamlet” (U) (11th wk). Neat 
$8,500. Last week, $9,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— | 
“Words and Music” (M-G) with 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $718,000 
(Based on 16 theatres) 
Last Year $643,000 
(Based on 24 theatres) 


one ————————E 








$77,000 Paces D.C. 


Washington, Feb. 8. 
Boxoffice is off this week al- 
though “Paleface” hit a terrific 
pace at the Palace. ~ Otherwise 
things are humdrum with “Joan of 
Arc” having a nice third week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434: 44-80)— 


‘ , i tage. “Act of Violence’ (M-G) plus 
Barbara ks big, $63,000. Last vate. — Fairish $20,000 which 
Sank, “Wonderful Urge” (20th) looked good only by comparison 
(2d vk) plus Eddy Duchin orch, | With most of other downtown spots. 
$40,000 ices ’! Last week, “Own True Love” 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)—| (Par) plus vaude, $17.000. 


Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263: 44-74) 
—‘Snake Pit” (20th) (2d run). 
Nice $8.500. Last week. ‘‘Wonder- 
ful Urge” (20th), dim $4,500 in 5 


“Bad Men of Tombstone” (Mono) 
and “Strike It Rich’ (Mono). Tidy 
$8,000. Last week, “Blanche Fury” 


(EL) and “End of River” (U), davs 

$7,000. “Dupont (Lopert) (376: $1.20- 
Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)-= go 4h) “Rod Shoes” (EL) (Sth wk) 

“Stage Coach” (UA) and “Long aw. o.- Pig Bbdgee : 
cs : Good $5,500 following long run at 


Voyage Home” (RKO) (reissues). 
Bright $11,000. Last week, ‘Rogues’ 
Regiment” (U) (2d wk), same. 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—“‘Letter To Three Wives” (20th) 


National at same_ prices. Last 
| week, about same. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1 939: 76-$1.50)— 
“Joan of Arc’ (RKO) (3d wk). 


Nice $17,500. Last week, $19 000 


plus vaude. Sock $53,000. Last Little (Lopert) (287; $1.20-$2.40) 
week, “Yellow Sky” (20th) with | __“tfamlet” (U) (16th wk). Picked 
Janis Paige p.a. (3d wk), $41,000. | yp to $4,500. Last week, $4,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— | Metropolitan (WB) (1.163; 44-74) 
“Boy With Green Hair” (RKO) (2d | __«tonn Loves Marv” (WB). Mod- 
(Continued on page 18) erate $7.500. Last week, “Don 


Juan” (WB) (2d run). okay $7.500. 
Palace (Loew’s) (2.370: 44-74)— 
“Paleface” (Par). Powerful $27,- 


‘WHIPLASH’ $20,000 | 000 for Bob Hove comedy. — Last 
IN FRISCO; ‘PONY’ 18G.sst'ensezn'str'000 7" 24 


Plavhouse (Lopert) (432: 50-85)— 
San Francisco, Feb. 8. «ge pe 


. : “Don’t Take It to Heart” (EL). 
Season’s heaviest weekend storm  stoyt $6.500. Last week. “Mr. Per- 





dampened grosses and will cut into rin. Mr. Traill” (Indie). modest 
what promised otherwise to be a $3 900. 
big .week. “Three Godfathers” Warner (WB) (2.154: 44-74)— 


shapes stout at Warfield, while 
“Whiplash” is hefty at Paramount. 
“Red Pony” likely will be okay at 
the Fox but not up to advance 
hopes. “Joan of Arc’”’ still is sturdy 
in first holdover session at the 
Golden Gate after giant opening 
round. 


Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 76- 
$1.40)—“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Solid $25,000 or near. Last 
week, tremendous $41,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Red 
Pony” (Rep) and “Trouble Pre-| 
ferred” (20th). . Nice $18,000 or 
near. Last week, “Wake of Red| 
Witch” (Rep) and “Incident” (Mono) a 
(2d wk), solid $15,500. “Joan of Arc,.”’ playing the War- 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— | ner at advanced prices, is leading 
“3 Godfathers” (M-G) and “Michael | the town this week by a wide mar- 
O’Halloran” (Mono). Stout $22,000.! gin and should stick around for a 
Last week, “Kissing Bandit” (M-G) | while. I 
and “Grand Canyon Trail” (Rep), interest in this and it’s getting a 
$14,500. ‘terrific matinee play. 
M Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— okay with “3 Godfathers” 
Whiplash” (WB) and “Parole, Inc.” 
(EL). Hefty $20,000. Last week, 
Own True Love” (Par) and “In. 
This Corner” (EL), nice $18,500. | with “You Gotta Stay Happy.” 
ot: Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— | Estimates for This Week 
Don Juan” (WB) (4th wk). Trim| Fulton (Shea) (1.700; 45-80)— 
$9,000. Last week, big $14,000. |'“Wake Red Witch” (Rep) (4th wk). 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- Still rather strong on wind-up at 
85)—“Mexican Hayride” (U) and $7,000 to make this one of house’s 
Lone Wolf and Lady” (Col). Mild top winners in long time. Last 
$11,000 or close. Last week, “Shock- | week, big $9,000. 
proof” (Col) and “Valiant Hombre”; Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
(UA), $14,000., “Gotta Stay Happy” (U). Good no- 


‘Wake of Red Witch” (Rep), 5 days, 

and “Accused” (Par), 2 davs. Dim 

$14,000. Last week, “Red Witch” 

(Rep), sock $21.000. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) 

“Enchantment” (RKO) (7th wk). 

es well at $8,000. Last week, 
itto. 


‘Joan’ Big Pitt News, 
Michty $26,000; ‘Happy’ 
Hep 156, ‘Witch’ 76, 4th 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 





up month’s stay at Fulton at fast 
clip. Harris will show a nice profit 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: ‘tices helping to healthy $15,000. 


55-85)—"Don’t Trust Husband” | Will probably hold. Last week, 
(UA) (3d wk). Down to $5,500 in 5 third of “Snake Pit” (20th), strong 
days. Last week, good $8,000. | $10,000 in 5 days. e 
Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350;' Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 45-80)—“Sun 
$1.20-$2.40)—“Hamlet” (13th wk).| Comes Up” (M-G) (m.o.). Fair 
Big $10,000. Last week, same. $2,500. Last week, “Kissing Ban- 


dit” (M-G) and “Dear Secretary” 
(UA) (m.o.), $2,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
—“3 Godfathers” (M-G). Not bad 
at $17,000. Last week, “Sun Comes 
Up” (M-G), $13,500 

Senator (Harris) (1,750: 45-80)— 
“Snake Pit’ (20th) (m.o.). Here 
after 19 days at Harris and still 
has heavy draft at around $7,000, 
tops here in some time. Last 
week, “Next Time We Love” (U) 
and “Met My Love Again” (U) ‘re- 


Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 
- Song of India” (Col) and “Va- 
lant Hombre” (UA). Fine $5,500. 

st week, “Gotta Stay Happy” (U) 
and “Blackie’s Chinese Venture” 
(Col) (2d wk) (m.o.), $6,800. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
5)—“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) 
and “Incident” (Mono) (m.o.). Oke 
$3.000. Last week, “Snake Pit” 
(20th) {m.o.), $3,000. 


State (Par) (2,133: 60-85)—“City 


ithout Men” (Indie) and “Prison 
ithout 


Bars” (Indie) (reissues). issues), weak $2,000 in 5 days. 
Good $7,000. Last week. “One Sun. Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
ay Afternoon” (WRB) and “Dyna- “Whiplash” (WB). Reo ‘tion set- 
mite” (Par) (m.o.), $6,500. y 


(Continued on page 18) 


Bob Hope Wham 


(650; 44-80)—_ 


There’s apparently a lot of | 
Penn doing | 
while | 
“Wake of Red Witch” is winding | 
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‘Wives’ $6,000, Toronto 


Toronto, Feb. 8. 
Too many holdovers will slow 


Comedians Cheer Up Bway Grosses; 


om pee a. —: Rr Shoes,” | K ‘'Y ll ? ° 
|in third week, looks biggest hold- | ae 
me Kaye- Yellow Sky Big Black $134,000, 


Estimates for This Week 
Downiown (20th Cent) (1,050; | 
35-60)—“Brother Jonathan” (Indie) 
and “Mrs. Crane” (EL) (2d wk). 
Turnaway night biz for big $7,000 
after same last week. ; : . : 
Imperial (FP) (3,373: 36-66)— , SiX new bills coupled with ideal 
“Walk Crooked Mile” (Col) (2q fall weather over the weekend are 





wk). Fair $10,500 after $16,000 8!ving Broadway firstrun business 
| opener. a real hypo this session. Rain on 

Loew’s (Loew) (2.096: 36-66)— two days during the past week 
'“Words and Music” (M-G) (2d wk), burt some but the unusually mild 
| Light $10,500. Last week. fine temperatures spelled strong trade. 
$13,500. Three comics are competing for 


top money, with Danny Kaye and 
Arthur Godfrey finishing one-two. 
Kaye, with Georgia Gibbs also a 
topper on the stage, is boosting 
“Yellow Sky” to a smash $134,000. 


Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Red Shoes” (EL) (3d wk). Ter- 
$20,500 after last week’s 
$22,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2.386: 36-66)—‘“One 


| rific 


Sunday Afternoon” (WB). Mild best at the Roxy in months. House 
$9,500. Last week, “Wonderful did $30,000 last Saturday (5), 
Urge” (20th), $8,500. higher than any previous Saturday 

Tivoli (FP) (1.431: 36-66)—“Let- exception “Razor’s Edge” and “For- 
ter to Three Wives” (20th). Okay ever Amber,”. which had better 
$6,000 or near. Last week, “Snake scales. This meant that Kaye 


Pit” (20th) (4th wk), big $4.000. played to more people on that day 


Uptown (Loew) (2.748: 36-66)— than these other two films. Two- 
“Criss Cross’ (U) (2d wk). Lean day weekend figure also beat the 
$5,000 after first week’s mild previous high held by Jack Benny. 
$6,500. Bill is in for three weeks, with 


house committed to bring in “Down 
to Sea in Ships” on Feb. 22. 

Godfrey is lifting “The Bribe” to 
socko $95,000 at the Capitol, his 
Talent Scouts show being credited 
for bulk of draw. 


° . 9 Jack Carson with Marion Hut- 
S IZ: or 5 ton, Robert Alda and Carson’s 
3 Hollywood Show will tilt “John 


Loves Mary” to big $65,000 at 
Strand, but not as strong as antic- 
ipated. “Own True Love,” with 
Three Suns, Monica Lewis, Boyd 
Raeburn band is giving the Par- 
amount one of its slowest weeks in 
some time, with $53,000 or less 
likely. Goes only two, with ‘“Whis- 
pering Smith” in next. 

“Walked by Night,” helped by 
smash opening last Saturday, looks 
to reach very strong $35,000 at Cri- 
terion on first stanza. Upbeat over 
weekend is enabling “Tarzan’s 
Magic Fountain” to hit a surpris- 
ingly good $20,000 at the Globe. 

Despite influx of new _ shows, 
“Letter to Three Wives” still is 
stout at $127,000 in third week at 
Music Hall, and strong enough to 
hold a fourth. Fresh competition 
is being felt by State where “Com- 
mand Decision” is way off at $31,- 
000 in third wéek. 

a : . | Mayfair is winding up five 
_ Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70\— highly profitable weeks of “Wake 

“Words and Music” (M-G). Big of’ Red Witch” on Friday, with 

musical climbing to big $19,000. “Dear Secretary” replacing Feb. 

Last week, “The Accused” (Par),' 19 “Dear to My Heart,” which is 

$14,000. just good at $22,000 in second Pal- 

RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- ace week, likely will stay only 
70)—“Boy With Green Hair” three stanzas, with new reissue 
(RKO). Fair $10,000. Last week, eombo, “Castles on Hudson” and 
“Don Juan” (WB), nice $11,000. “Set. York,” due in around Feb. 16. 

RKO-Par (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
| “Don Juan” (WB) (m.o.). Fair Estimates for This Week 
$7,000. Last week, “Untamed 
Breed” (Col), three days, okay $3.- 
| 500, split with “Man from Colo- 
re (Col) (2d wk), 
| 
} 





Mpls. Warmer, So 


Minneapolis, Feb. 8. 

The 20-below weather has taken 
it on the lam temporarily at least 
and biz shapes more cheerful. 
Weather break has brought out 
lines once more. Such newcomers 
as “Words and Music,” ‘Fighter 
Squadron” and “Boy With the 
Green Hair” promise to do okay. 
Holdovers continue much in evi- 
dence. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘‘Hamlet” (U) (3d wk). Results 
for this roadshow run exceeded 
hopes. Announced as the final 
week and bowing out on two-a- 
day reserved seat policy at pleas- 
ant $8,000. Last week, big $16,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘‘Red 
River” (UA) (m.o.) Nice $6,000. 
Last week, “Wonderful Urge” 
(20th) (2d wk), fair $4,000. 


four days, | day (11) still okay at $17,000, not 


good $3,000. 50-70)— far from sixth week’s $18,000, lat- 


State (Par) ~°(2.300: 
“Fighter Squadron” (WB). Fast 
$14,000. Last ‘week, “Red River” 99 
(UA) (2d wk), big $12,000. pores 

‘Uptown (Par) (1,000; 44-60)— A el oe 
“Yellow Sky” (20th). Fairly good $2.40)—‘Re ee oo ee 
$3,500. Last week, “One Sunday wk). Present stanza ending tomor- 
| Aree (WB) $3,600. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85)—“The 
Accused” (Par) (m.o.). Trim $4,- 
000. Last week, “Jenny Lamour” | 
(Indie), fair $2,500. | 


(EL) (6th 


indef. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.80) 


|—-"“The Bribe” (M-G) with Arthur 





|stage. First week ending today 
'(Wed) will 
/near. best here in weeks. Godfrey 
show taking bows for most of up- 
beat. Holds. Last week, “Man From 
Colorado” (Col) with Ink Spots, 
Blue Barron orch heading stage 
bill (2d wk), passable $49,000. 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 70- 


‘Roots’ $18,000, Mont’! 


Montreal, Feb. 8. 
| City is loaded with holdovers, 
| and new pix are not big. Best new- 
comer is “Tap Roots” at the Cap- 
itol. “Joan of Arc” shapes great 
on second week at Palace. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855: 40-65)— First 
“Three Musketeers” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Strong $15,000 following solid sec- first week including preview last 
ond at $18,500. Friday (4) night. This tops what 
| Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)\— “Canon City” and “T-Men,” from 
“Tap Roots” (U). Nice $18,000 or same company, did at this house. 
near. Last week, “Tatlock’s Mil- Holds. In ahead, “Act of Violence” 
' lions” om) mor 75-$1.20) (M-G) (2d wk), very timid $12,000. 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625: 75-$1.20!—  Giobe (Brandt) (1,500; 90- 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d wk). ¢1 59)—“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” 
Great $27,000 after huge $37,500 (RKO). First week winding up 


week ending Friday (11) 


opener. next Friday (11) looks surprisingly 
Princess (C.T.). (2,131; 34-60)— good $20,000 or close. Holds. In 
“Johnny Belinda (WB) (4th wk). ahead. “Lucky Stiff’ (UA). very 


a big $12,000 after third at $15.- Gim $9,000 despite good campaign, 
oiics , . . and out after only a single week. 
velmperial (CT) (3.890:, 26-45. Mastate Brandt) (1-796: 6081.25 
er “Gloves” (Col) Good $7.500. — Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) (5th- 

P : : final wk). Down to okay $20,000 


Last week, “Loves of Carmen” * ) : ; rae etal 
. a. ‘ wc Ge. after fine $21,000 for fourth. “Dear 
(Col) (reissue) and “Blondie’s Se (UA) opens Saturday 


cret” (Col), $8,000. =e 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.40)— 





Victor Mature goes to Italy this “Dear to My Heart” (RKO) (2d 
summer, on loanout from 20th- wk). Slipping to $22,000 in first 
Fox, to play the top male role in holdover stanza but holding into 


third week; first frame hit very 
good $26,500. “Castles on Hudson” 
\(WB) and “Sgt. York” (WB) (re- 


“Paradise Lost, 1949.” to be pro- 
duced for Universal - International 
j by Robert Buckner. 


ter being below hopes. “Knock On | 
Any Door” (Col) is due in Feb.) with Marion Hutton, Robert Alda 


(City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 


| 


| 


; turnover. 


| $44,000 for second week. 
| urally feeling new competition but 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) | 
—“Enchantment” (RKO) (7th wk). | 
Current session ending next Fri-! 


Godfrey- Bribe’ 95G Carson- John’ 656 


issues) likely will come in Feb. 16 
or few days later. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Own True Love” (Par) with 
Three Suns, Monica Lewis, Boyd 
Raeburn orch (2d-final wk). First 
week ended last (Tues.) night was 
mild $53,000 or a bit less. ‘“Whis- 
pering Smith” (Par) already be- 
ing advertised as next in here. In 
ahead, “The Accused” (Par) with 
Mills Bros., Ray McKinley orch 
heading stageshow (3d wk), okay 
$54,000. 


Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (20th wk). 


Nine .eenth week ended last (Tues.) 
night held nicely at $15,500; 18th 
frame was $16,000. Continues in- 


def 
Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“Letter 


To Three Wives” (20th) and 
stageshow (3d wk). In face of new 
opposition, this is holding very 
nicely at $127,000 after very 
strong $137,000 for second. Holds 
a fourth. 

Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-$1.20)— 
“Dead of Night” (U) and “Beauty 
and Beast” (Indie) (reissues) (2d- 
final wk). Down to trim $9,500 on 
initial holdover round after fancy 
$11,000 opener. ‘“Jacare” (FC) 
and “India Speaks” (FC) (re- 
issues) open Friday (11). 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—‘“‘Snake Pit” (20th) (14th 
wk). Current stanza ending today 
is holding up in- remarkable 
fashion at $24,000 or near after 
big $26,000 for 13th week. Stays 
on. “Portrait of Jennie’ (SRO) 
penciled in to follow “Pit.” 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) with Danny 
Kaye, Georgia Gibbs heading 
stageshow (2d wk). First week 
ended Monday (7) night soared to 
smash $134,000, doing huge $57,- 
000 Saturday-Sunday to -beat old 
high for weekend held by Jack 
Benny, made in May, 1947. Kaye 
got in only 29 shows on week 
while Benny did 35 since accom- 
panying picture allowed better 
Benny also had edge on 
house scale for 2-day. In ahead, 
second week (6 days) of “Chicken 
Sunday” (20th) with Tony Martin 
heading stage layout was $82,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.50) 
—“Command Decision” (M-G) 
(4th wk). Third session ended last 
(Tues.) night off sharply at $31,- 
000 or close as against sock 
Nat- 


re-juggling of ad campaign to at- 
tract femmes so far apparently is 
not getting desired results. 
Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 
“John Loves Mary” (WB) plus 
Jack Carson Hollywood Show, 


heading stage bill. First week 
ending tomorrow (Thurs) is 
reaching for big $65,000 or a bit 
under. Figure is not as large as 


‘row (Thurs.) off a bit at $15,500 | hoped for but okay in view of 
‘after $16,200 for 15th week but still| nearby competition. 
very close to capacity. Stays on) sixth of “Don Juan” (WB) with 


Last week, 


Tommy Dorsey orch was down to 


/ $34,000. 
Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$2.40)—“Jdan of Arc” (RKO) 


Godfrey and His Talent Scouts on- | 


be socko $95,000 or. 


$1.85)—"Walked By Night” (EL). | 
shaping for big $35,000 or better, 


(13th wk). Present week ending 
today (Wed.) continues remark- 
ably strong at $21,000 or near 
after fancy $22,000 for 12th week. 
Continues indef. 


‘Shoes’ Steps Out In 
L’ ville, $11,000; ‘Street’ 
76, ‘Gotta Stay’ $14,000 


Louisville, Feb. 8. 

Spring-like weather over week- 
end was no real help to downtown 
film houses this week. After about 
a week of rainy, eold weather, cur- 
rent sunny spell is luring patrons 
outdoors. “Red Shoes,” road- 
showed at Scoop, is garnering ter- 
rific word-of-mouth, and _ looks 
great. Of new bills, “You Gotta 
Stay Happy,” at Rialto, looks best 
and in for a nice session. “Race 
Street,” at Strand, also shapes 
strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65)\—"‘Yellow Sky” (20th) and 
“Jungle Patrol” (20th) (m.o.). Me- 
dium $3,000. Last week, “Dear to 
Heart” (RKO) (m.o.), big $6,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—“Fighter Squadron” (WB) and 
“Night Has 1,000 Eyes” (Par) (m.o.). 
Okes $3,200. Last week, “Road 


(Continued on page 18) 
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GAIN. 


| . A national event—like the 
: ‘ Rose Bowl, the Circus, 
: the 4th of July! Each 
* year America looks .to 

| Tarzan time! Each year 
the grosses grow... 
for the longest,most 

~ WE Ce successful series in 
oe oan CO boxoffice history! | 
. | When it’s Tarzan. gw 
time, it’s profit, .\ 

lanl ~ 






















STARRING 


LEX BARKER~ BRENDA JOYCE , 


with ALBERT DEKKER « EVELYN ANKERS - CHARLES DRAKE 


Produced by SOI. LESSER + Directed by LEE SHOLEM Screen Piay by. CURT SIODMAK and 
HARRY CHANDLEE e Based Upon the Characters Created by EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS 





WORLD PREMIERE BRANDT’S GLOBE THEATRE, BROADWAY, N. Y. 


WE'RE ALL BEHIND BROTHERHOOD WEEK — FEBRUARY 20-27. NO BIGOTRY IN AMERICA! 
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FILM REVIEWS 13 
Ree b Paramount release R e f is 4 e e y SS y 0 
e Bri & ° “Ran rs 0 a i i 
= E or tune,” of which this pe con- Miniature Reviews cret for it to b any thing but | pla ing as sorted Holl; wo d studie 


Hollywood, Jan. 28. 
ro release of Pandro S. Berman pro- | 
anaes. Stars Robert Taylor, Ava Gard- | 
ner, Charles Laughton, Vincent Price, | 
John Hodiak. Directed by Robert Z. Leon.- | 
ra Screenplay, Marguerite Roberts; 
‘fased on story by Frederick Nebel; cam- 
era, Joseph Ruttenberg; editor, Gene Rug- 
jero; music_ score, kios Rozsa; song, 
acio Herb Brown, William Katz. Trade- 
nown, Hollywood, Jan, 26, *49, Running 






MINS. 

nee - at / kaa caceeese mawest _ Sagses 
eth Hintten.....-+-.-- va Gardner 
Mee oaler. ees0 . Charles Laughton 
epeOGd..<<sone ...+.Vincent Price 
ug Hintten...ecceceeess.-- John Hodiak 
r, Warren.... .Samuel S. Hinds 
IDDS....- +++ seeerecerecenase John Hoyt 


milio GomeZ...+ee 
Pablo Gomez.....-- 


eee 
. 


...Martin Garralaga 





“The Bribe” is pretty standard 
melodramatic filmfare. It gets its 
chief importance from a rather 
hefty lineup of star names and can 
be figured for a moderately good 
account of itself at the boxoffice. 
Theme of love versus duty is ex- 
ploitable; the tropical locale inter- 
esting and the plot angle of 
war-surplus racketeering timely 
enough, all of which will help its 
chances. 

A lot of the effectiveness of its 
melier punch is lost by the flash- | 
back treatment. Technique takes 
the edge off development and gives 
too early a tipoff to the plot. Use 
of narration doesn’t brighten it, 
either, since it has been done too 
often of late in cops-robbers pic- 
tures. 

Robert Z. Leonard’s direction 
does a good pacing job on the story 
and keeps its action hard and brit- 
tle. Film concerns Robert Taylor, 
as a Federal cop dispatched to a 
South American island to break up 
a war-surplus racket. When his in- 
vestigation leads him to a beautiful 
femme (Ava Gardner), the love- 
duty conflict crops up as he’s torn 
between making his arrests or de- 
laying action long enough for the 
racket boys to escape. Windup has 
both love and duty winning in a 
not unexpected finale. 

Outside of Taylor, Miss Gardner | 
and Charles Laughton, as_ the, 
gang’s contactman, the roles are, 
of minor importance and waste | 
star values of Vincent Price and 
John Hodiak. What footage there | 
is*for the latter two is excellently | 
done. Price is the leader of the sur- 
plus racket and Hodiak is a ground- 
ed flier who's selling his mechan-| 
ical talents to the gang to get 
money to leave the troptcs with his 
wife, Miss Gardner. 

Taylor does good work as the 
Fed who lets'a yen for Miss Gard- 
ner temporarily muddle his job of 
spying. Miss Gardner decorates 
her assignment of cafe singer who 
ets Taylor when Hodiak is 


nocked off. She effectively chirps | | 


one Nacio Herb Brown-William 
Katz tune, “Situation Wanted.” 
Laughton has the meatiest role and 
socks it home. He’s a broken-down 
beachcomber type with aching feet, 
sly and sleazy, with a slightly hu- 
morous shading. Good _ support 
comes from Samuel S. Hinds, John 
Hoyt, Tito Renaldo and Martin 
Garralaga. 


; : +i rts That cupboard has yet to grow) at the emotional core of his audi- 
Dialog in the Marguerite pe 4 ‘bare. In “Red Pony,” Lewis Mile-| ence. 


script, based on the story 


Frederick Nebel, has an occasional 


ations. Production backing by Pan- 8gain a matter of demonstration as the boy’s parents. 
dro S. Berman permeates footage Whenever the camera focuses on their lot to 


with feeling of tropical heat for. 
authentic touch and lensing. | 
Brog. | 





Sireets of Laredo 


(SONG-COLOR) 
Hollywood, Feb. 5. 

Paramount release of Robert Fellows 
roduction. 
am Bendix, Macdonald Carey, Mona Free- 
man; features Stanley Ridges. Alfonso 
doya, Ray ‘Teal, Clem Bevans, James! 
ll, Dick Foote. Directed by Leslie Fen- | 
on. Screenplay, Charles Marquis Warren; 
sed on story by Louis Stevens and 
izabeth Hill; camera (Technicolor), Ray 
ennahan; editor, Archie Marshek: score, 
Victor Young; seng, Jay Livingston, Ray 
ans. Tradeshown Feb. 4, °49. Running. 
ime, 92 WINS. . 
im Dawkins............. William Holden | 
ahoo Jones........,... William Bendix ; 
rn Reming............Macdonald Carey 
annie Carter............Mona Freeman 
ajor Bailey...........+...Stanley Ridges | 


harley Calico............Alfonso Bedoya | 
antrel........ Sede wd ieaaion Ray Teal 
op Lint...... Sréeeesetecnse Clem Bevans 
| |]aarre bees sees cp ess James Bell 
Eee ye er Ae . Dick Foote , 
Francisco......., Daseeeaes Joe Dominguez | 
ee ee a OPE 


Grandon Rhodes 
BOT TOWOOM. «cans ss . Perry Ivins 





Sufficient action, romance and 
color have been injected into 
‘Streets of Laredo” to give it an 
okay chance, particularly in gen- 
eral situations where the outdoor 
feature finds its best audience. 
There’s a smooth color lensing job 
to sharpen sight values of the 
western settings and a good cast. 
headed by William Holden, Wil-| 
liam Bendix and Macdonald Carey. 
to back up playdates. 
«for the genuine western fans, 
guaredo” treats many of its situa- 
ions a bit too flippantly and there 
_ a number of erratic cuts in its 
ootage that make for jumpy story | 
development. Otherwise, though, | 

80es about its business of telling 
a rather standard western tale with 

€ proper pace. Audiences with 


hee. memories will liken story's 
ree male characters to a 1940 





stantly reminds. 

Holden, Bendix and Carey, as 
thrée jovial outlaws, had their 
earlier counterparts in Fred Mac- 
Murray, Albert Dekker and Gilbert 





Roland. New trio of bad _ boys) 
make a hobby of their yen for the | 
gold of others, robbing stage | 


coaches, banks, etc., with an elan | 
a bit out of place for saddie-| 
straddlers. Yarn gets underway | 
with the knights-errant rescuing | 
a young girl from a marauding tax | 
collector. It then does one of its} 
hop-skip-and-jumps to pick up two 
years later. The girl has grown up, | 
Holden and Bendix are in the} 
Texas Rangers and Carey is con- | 
tinuing his flippant career of crime. 

Romance gets mixed up when 
Holden yens for the girl, she yens 
for Carey, but this is straightened 
out in the finale when she recog- | 
nizes true worth and guns down 
Carey to save Holden in a finale 
saloon and street gunfight that is 
deadly enough but which would 
have been sturdier stuff if treated 
more seriously. 

Three male toppers please and 
Mona Freeman is good as the girl 
who gets involved in the lives of 
the outlaws. There’s a_ standout! 
job by Alfonso Bedoya as the tax 
collector. Climax of the character- 
ization is a socko fight to death | 
with Holden that pinpoints sus-| 
pense. Stanley Ridges is excellent | 
as the Ranger chief and Clem| 
Bevans does another of his expertly | 
valued portrayals as a friend of 
the outlaws. | 

Direction by Leslie Fenton gets 
plenty of sweep and movement in-| 
to the chase sequences and sets the 
Charles Marquis Warren script up|! 
with a good pace. Robert Fellows’ 
production takes advantage of the| 
outdoor settings to give the picture 
an eye-filling dressing and the 
lensing by Ray Rennahan in Tech- 
nicolor is a strong credit. Victor 
Young’s score and the title tune, 
by Jay Livingston and Ray Evans, | 
make for appropriate musical back- 

Brog. 


The Red Pony 
(COLOR) 


Republic release of Charles K. Feldman- 


Lewis Milestone production. directed by 
Milestone. Stars Myrna Loy. Robert 
Mitchum; features Louis Calhern. Shep- 
perd Strudwick, Peter Miles. Screenplay. 


John Steinbeck from own story; camera 
(Technicolor), Tony Gaudio: editor, Harry 
Keller; score, Aaron Copland Trade- 
shown Feb. 2, 49. Running time, 89 MINS, 


Alice Tilfin ‘ Myrna Loy 
ee =O cc csdec .. Robert Mitchum 
Grandfather......... Louis Calhern 
Fred Tilfin..........Shepperd Strudwick 
(a Ss aay Pe Peter Miles 
TE 0d. sb Occ emages Margaret Hamilten 
Sa SEED, 655004400066 Patty King 
NS errr ee fo Jackie Jackson 
PGE tee fo. TA acoesrs Beau Bridges 
Liftle Brown Jug .. Little Brown Jug 

ino aed Nino Tempo 

ale ...Tommy Sheridan 


Idea of full cinematic treatment 
of a youngster’s devotion to his pet 
has paid off repeatedly at the box- 
office, as witness such fairly recent 
bellringers as “The Yearling,” “My 
Friend Flicka” and “Red Stallion.” 


| 


stone’s Technicolor filmization of a | 


the boy-with-pet theme. On the, 
strength of this and the marquee | 
candlepower of a solid cast, “Pony” | 
should finish strong at the wicket. | 

The film has been pieced to-| 
gether with taste and fidelity. It. 


/obstacle. The secondary theme, an fy] role. 


attempt to etch the emotional com- | 


Stars William Holden, Wil- plexities of the grownups that sur- struggling with a buzzard over 


round the boy is slack-paced and 
sketchily drawn. Economy of mo- 
tion and reinforced motivation for 
difficulties of the father and 
mother towards each other and the 
outside world could have _ trans- 
formed an uneven film into a top 
class production. 

For a rounded and convincing 
film, the cross-threads of too subtle 
relations are not as sharply marked 
as the boy’s powerful love for his, 
pet. The father, a schoolteacher’ 
turned rancher, is restive because 
his neighbors. treat him as a, 
stranger and his son shows more | 
worship for the ranchhand than | 
for him. The mother and father | 
chafe each other because of the lat- | 
ter’s insistent urge to pull stakes 
and move. Reflected is the father’s 
resentment against grandpop, & 





Easy Money 
“Easy Money” (Rank) open- 
ing at the Beacon, N. Y., Satur- 
day (12), was reviewed in | 
Variety from London Feb. 4, | 
1948. Football pools, a popular | 
form of legalized gambling in | 
Britain. is the theme of this 
pic, which the reviewer thought 
“might find a place in dual 
bills in the U. S.” 
Using the formula of “Es 
Had a Million,” film tells four 
separate stories each dealing 
with folk who win, or want to 
win, a fortune in the pools. 











| 
| 


, Desk Sergeant 





| spotty entertainment. Returns will | 
| be mild, | 


“The Bribe” (M-G). Tropi- | °°. 
| Story opens with Maureen 


cally-located meller with mod- 


erate b.o. prospects. Good | O'Hara confessing to the shooting 
marquee names. of Gloria Grahame, a  trollop- | 
“Streets of Laredo” (Song minded chirp she has coached into 


& Color) (Par). Western swash- _— the. bigtime. Miss O'Hara's friend, 


buckler with action and ro- Melvyn Douglas, doesn’t believe 
mance. Good prospects. she did the shooting, and picture 

“The Red Pony” (Color) | then goes into a confusing flash- 
(Rep). John Steinbeck’s boy ' back account of her life as told by 


Douglas to police detective Jay C. 
| Flippen, 
Footage moves constantly from 


and pet theme tastefully done. 
Neat b.o. returns. 
“A Woman’s Secret” (RKO). 


Spotty entertainment, with | the present to the past as Douglas 
mild grossing out!ook. | tries to justify his belief in Miss 

“Slightly French” (Songs) 0 Hara’s innocence, but this try- 
(Col). Lightweight comedy ing account of what makes the two 
with songs about Hollywood gals tick is more or less wasted 
and film-making. Stars Doro- as the real truth of the gunning 


is rung from Miss Grahame when 
she recovers enough to talk. It’s 
a flimsy basis for a story. Why Miss 
, O'Hara confessed to the shooting 
remains a secret 


thy Lamour, Don Ameche. 
“The Clay Pigeon” (RKO). 
Routine modest-budgeted mel- 
ler for dualers. 
“Brothers In The Saddle” 


(RKO). Tim Holt in another |. Miss O'Hara gives a straightfor- 
typical western meller: oka} ward account of herself as a singer 
mostly for dualers. “ ho has lost her voice but develops 

“Rusty Saves a Life” (Col). a protege into a name singer. Miss 


Grahame carries handicap of bad 











Mild entry in Columbia’s se- 
tag pegs Angela ol makeup and unbecom air- 
di he ——— his dog. For | gress, ‘and Douglas is too Po 
gg Friends” the piano-playing friend Flippen 
(GFD) Sesdrioce British is topnotch as the detective lifting 
triamitie drisna ‘ his ——-, as does Mary Philips 
yo ae as his amateur private-eye wife. 
Silent Dust” (AB-Pathe). | Ri) Williams, Victor Jory and 
fe British-made domestic others are adequate , 
rama. ay Fe -— 
= . » |. Chief faults of this one can 
Pe Ye eed = 5 one be credited to Herman J. Man- 
a 8 ritish | kiewiez, who produced from. his 
domestic comedy. _ own screenplay, based on the Vicki 
The Glass Mountain Baum novel, “Mortgage on Life.” 
(Ren.) British-made drama set |He has given Douglas kittenish 
in Dolomites; for art houses dialog, making the character a sort 
mainly. . of second-rate Oscar Levant, and 
“The Lovers (Italian) developed the story in confusing 
(Siritzky). Moody romantic | fashion. Two tunes are spotted 
meller; fair for arty houses. |“*Estralita” and “Paradise,” both 
— excellently sung. An okay lensing 


job was turned in by George E. 


garrulous spinner of tales of how | piskant. Brog 


he “led the people across the plains 
to California.” 

In a touching sequence, the boy 
loses his pet who breaks out of the 
corral in a driving rain and later | 





Slightly Freneh 
(SONGS) 





dies from a resultant illness. He | Ho!lywood, Feb. 8. 
turns to his father for the first dc elumbia, release of Irving Starr pro- 
s . > » ot +s nhc uction. otars Jorothy szamour, on 
| ime and this reassuring change Ameche; features Janis Carter, Willard 
|in attitude apparently wins his sire | Parker, Adele Jergens, Jeanne Manet. 
to a fresh outlook on his ranch and | Directed) by Douglas Sirk. Screenplay, 
neighbors. The ranchhand is ready | (arcra. Chasles Petia “het cme at 
to sacrifice his blue-ribbon mare | Clark; songs. Allan Roberts and Lester 
who is about to foal so that the) ee. Harold Arlen and ‘Ted Koehler. At 
boy can have another pet. Colt is| ;°S"s. wane oe *  ~Bunning 
born, however, sans complications Mary O’Leary........ .. Dorothy Lamour 
and that consoling fact winds up John Gayle -++-+-Don Ameche 
the film eee Janis Carter 
. Douglas Hyde Willard Parker 
Boy-and-pony theme owes much Yvonne La Tour... Adele Jergens 
of its compassion and winning Nicolette ............-, Jeanne Manet 
# ; fj ds Pree ~ | Marty Freeman.... ..Frank Ferguson 
graces to a fine an sensitive per- | stevens Myron Healey 
formance by Peter Miles, nine-year | Wilson .................. Leonard Carey 
Barker ..Earle Hodgins 


oldster filling his shoes. Miles’ b.o. 
stock should be sharply enhanced | 
once this film gets around. As 
Billy Buck, the hired man, Robert 
Mitchum underscores a_ likeable | with tunes, comedy and production 
role with a finely-drawn portrayal values. Strictly for doubleheader 
of a grownup who understands bookings in general situations. 
both kids and horses. Mitchum) Cast names are familiar but not 
once again demonstrates his flair | potent, with Dorothy Lamour and 
for apt characterization without | Don Ameche heading the list. 

overplaying the faculty of getting, Lightweight yarn deals with 
Hollywood and its supposed ec- 
: centricities, projecting the antics 





“Slightly French” is a slightly 
amusing bunch of froth dressed up 


characters. 

Douglas Sirk keeps the Karen 
DeWolf script, taken from a story 
by. Herbert Fields, moving along at 
a fairly good pace. Irving Starr's 
production supervision gives a 
glossy backing to the yarn, and 
it has been capably lensed by 
Charles Lawton, Jr. Brog. 


The Clay Pigeon 


RKO release of Herman Schlom produc. 
tion. Features Bill Williams. Barbara 
Hale, Richard Quine. Directed by Richard 
O. Fleischer. Screenplay, Carl Foreman; 
camera, Robert De Grasse; editor, Samuel 


E. Beetley. Tradeshown N. Y., Feb. 7, 
"49. Running time, 63 MINS. 

Jim Fletcher Bill Williams 
Martha Gregory......... Barbara Hale 
ef Fea ee Richard Quine 
Ken Tokoyama......... Richard Leo 


“The Clay Pigeon” routine 
meller that'll serve as dualer fare. 
An unpretentious low-budgeter, pic 
has a broad ‘yarn that’s heavy on 
action but light on credibility in a 
style grooved for the youngsters. 
Scripting, direction, cast and pro- 
duction are average quality for this 
type of feature. 

Plot revolves around the efforts 
of a war-dazed sailer to clear him- 
self of treason rap pinned on him 
because of an alleged sellout to the 
Japanese during the war. Escaping 
from a naval hospital, he contacts 
one of his prison camp buddies 
who promises to help him track 
down the real culprit. The buddy, 
however, turns out to be the heavy 
who’s currently collaborating with 
his former Nip prison guard in a 
counterfeit racket. It’s all straight- 


is a 


ened out after a double-quick 
knockdown climax in which the 
cops come to the sailor’s rescue 


just as he’s being shoved out of a 
railroad car. 

Bill Williams, as the sailor, does 
nicely in a stock part. Barbara 
Hale makes a pleasant romantie 
interest. Richard Quine and Rich- 
ard Loo, as the varmints, grimace 
in standard fashion. Herm. 





Brothers in the Saddle 


RKO release of Herman Schlom produe- 


tion. Stars Tim Holt; features Steve Bro- 
die, Richard Martin. Directed by Lesley 
Selander. Screenplay, Norman Houston; 
camera, J. Roy Hunt; editor Sam 
Beetley. Previewed in N. Y., Feb. 3, *49. 
Running time, 60 MINS. 

Tim Taylor ot ; Tim Holt 
Chito’ Rafferty......... Richard Martin 
Ve ~ROPEOE vo ..vse0 cves Steve Brodie 
Nancy Austin....... Virginia Cox 


Carol Forman 
Richard Powers 


Pee RT . «4 ces 0a 
Nash Prescott...... 


Tim Holt oats opera is in the 
familiar cowpuncher groove. For 
twin bills, it has enough action to 
appease most western fans despite 
some production flaws. 

Plot has two brothers pitted 
against each other. Killing of a 
gambler, in self-defense. followed 
by a phoney trial at which only his 
enemies testify, puts.Steve Brodie, 
one of the brothers, in hot water 
from start. Then when his more 
stalwart frere tries to exonerate 
him, Brodie goes haywire, sticks 
up a stagecoach and shoots down 
an eld enemy in cold blood. After 
that, it’s strictly a battle between 


| Neither Myrna Loy nor Shep-'through a perfectionist director | : pp a 
crackle to sharpen the thriller situ- | Novelette by John Steinbeck, it is| perd Strudwick are as satisfactory and the carnival gal he palms. the brothers, with a fist fight fol 


Since it is! off as a French actress-songbird. | 
to go through some pretty Physical dressing is brighter than 
tedious bits 
direction is undoubtedly more at’ quips carry a local twist that will 
fault than their thesping efforts. 
Finally, as the loquacious grand- 


of business, script and the story warrants and the dialog | quence has him holding onto the 


; . | other one and using the apparently 
be missed by hinterland audiences. | wounded one to work his six- 


Chief tune warbled b¥Y Miss La-| shooter. Also, the courtroom scene 


lowed by a gun duel. ; 
One scene shows Brodie being 
shot in one shoulder; next se- 


father, Louis Calhern hits hard at mour is the Harold Arien and Ted | jooms flimsy technically. 


a juicy acting chore, extracting Koehler number, “Let's Fall in’ 


One scene which shows the boy ter Lee that get more footage, 
; ; the notably “Night,” which is featured 
body of his pony might well have jn the film-within-a-film sequences | 
been hinted rather than lensed to and backs a jive ballet. “I Want to | 
the hilt. It will prove overly strong Learn About Love” and others are | 
meat for the juve customers and. ex ertly handled by Miss Lamour. | 
jars with the generally tender note lot has Ameche fired for over- 
of the rest of the film. ‘working his leading lady. To save | 
Framed in Technicolor, all pro- hjs job and pull a producer friend | 
duction values are handsomely lav- oyt of the hole, Ameche takes a | 
ished on the film. Coloring is e¢arny performer, coaches her into | 
nicely handled, prettifying the g French actress and selis her to} 
pony, the ranch and some interest- the studio. Naturally, she’s a/| 
ing surrounding terrain. Original smash hit. the film's saved and, 
score by Aaron Copland is excit-| they wind up in a finale clinch | 
ingly fresh and stirring. Wit. | after an antagonistic romance. 
| Ameche and Miss Lamour do 
' much to spark the film with a light | 
|!touch. Other aides are Janis Car- | 
(SONGS) ter and Willard Parker, Jeanne | 
Hollywood, Feb. 5. | Manet, Adele Jergens and others | 


RKO release of Herman J. Mankiewicz I 
production. Stars Maureen O'Hara, Mel- 
vyn Douglas, Gloria Grahame, Bill Wil- 
liams; features Victor Jory. Mary Philips, 
Jay C. Flippen, Robert Warwick, Curt Con 
way, Ann Shoemaker. Directed by Nich- 
olas Ray, Screenplay, Herman J. Man- 
kiewicz: from novel, ‘Mortgage on Life.’ 





A Woman's Seeret 











My Brother’s Keeper 
“My Brother’s Keeper,” 
(Rank), opening at the Beacon, 






by Vicki Baum; camera, George E., patr I r “dav (12) 
Diskant; editor, Sherman Todd; music. centage N. Y., Saturday 12), 
Frederick Hollander. Tradeshown. Holly-| was reviewed in Variety from 
wood, Feb. 3, ’49, Running Time, 84 London July 21, 1948. Re- 
MINS. | ‘inte : 
Marian Washburn........Maureen O’Hara! viewer found pic created a 
Luke Jordan........... a “tense situation with action 
y Ses 6% oF. srana . 
ee satya eipeante Bil Williams) and excitement,” but also 
| Brook Matthews........... Vietor Jory; noted that “the lack of mar- 
Mrs. Fowler......++.-+- Mary Philips | quee names would be the 
OO a Pe rT Jay C._Flippen | ‘ ; 
Roberts.........+ .. Robert , Warwiek greatest handicap it will have 
. Se er ‘ur onway j j ” 
ate OE EE a he ; Ann Shoemaker in the U. S. 
Moliie...........++++-++-Wirginia Farmer Yarn relates the manhunt 
SED... ts svxerecseeseses Ellen Corby for two escaped handcuffed 


..Emory Parnell | 


prisoners, a hardened crim- 
inal, and a frightened youth in 
trouble for the first time. 





There’s too much unintended 
mystery about “A Woman's Se-. 


Holt lends sincerity to rather 


has, however, stumbled over one every bit of gravy from the color-/ Love,” but there are a number of | haphazard happenings of this mel- 
others by Allan Roberts and Les-/ jer, and Brodie is sufficiently vil- 
|lainous. Nash Prescott has a dyed- 


in-wool villain role. Richard Mar- 
tin, as the Mexican Chito Rafferty, 
adds some comical moments with 
his broken English. Virginia Cox 
is the well-to-do ranchowner who 
is engaged to wed Brodie. Wear. 


Rusty Saves a Life 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
roduction. Features Ted Donaldson, 
loria Henry, Stephen Dunne, John Litel, 
Ann Doran, Thurston Hall, Rudy Robles, 
Flame (dog). Directed by Seymour Fried- 
man. Screenplay, Brenda Weisbergs 


| based upon characters created by Al Mar- 


tin; camera, Henry Freulich; editor, Gene 
Havlick. At Pantages. Hollywood, Feb. 3, 
49. Running time, 67 MINS. 

Danny Mitchell...;:....... Ted Donaldson 
Lyddy Hazard Gloria Henry 
Fred Gibson Stephen Dunne 
Hugh Mitchell .. ; John Litel 


oy a re rarer Avon Doran 
| Cov~nsellor Gibsifi ....... Thurston Hall 
|Get ae Rudy Robles 
| Dr. McNamara Harlan Briggs 
| Nip ery Dwayne Hickman 
Se ee ree ss David Ackles 
re Ronnie Ralph 
Squeaky Robert E. Scott 
Miss Simmons.......-- Ellen Corby 
Ber, BROIG. 2 ot Secese Harry Harvey 
Mr. Foley.. Emmett Vogan 
ee eee Flame 





| As latest in Columbia's boy-and- 
dog series. “Rusty Saves a Life” 
lis another maudlin tale of impos- 
| sible moppets. Strictly for padding 
'out a double bill, and thin padding 
| at that. 
| Ted Donaldson heads a gang of 
‘five youngsters who are slated to 
inherit the property of the town’s 
rich man. Before latter can fix his 
| will, he dies, and a nephew takes 


\ (Continued on page 20) 
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14 Wednesday, February 9, 1949 
THE Story OF THE 
\ —_ BOILED 
: SALES GUYS: * = 
OV eRATE rg 
Se 3 
This is the composite story of the visit of M-G-M Sales 
Representatives to their “Preview of Product” in California! 
‘Oh ef, Maybe . OT . Saiki jeialiey Mike. Woaatte 
“ : esh! Another big, bountifu 
C THIS IS HOW WE LOOKED ONS M-G-M Technicolor Musical, 
: WHEN THEY TOLD US Gee eae ‘NEPTUNE’S DAUGHTER’! Esther 
ff Past ABOUT THE PRODUCT!” ce v4 baa ‘Williams, Red Skelton, Ricardo 
a = fet ~~ Montalban, Betty Garrett, 
ay ae Keenan Wynn, Xavier Cugat!”’ 





“First came ‘TAKE ME OUT TO THE 
BALL GAME’—No wonder every- 
body’s raving about this Technicolor 
Musical. It’s sensational. The gay 
cast includes Frank Sinatra, Esther 
Williams, Gene Kelly, Betty Garrett!” 


“And still they come! ‘EDWARD, 
MY SON’ is Great among the 
Great! Spencer Tracy, Deborah 
Kerr — rhymes with Ah! Brodd- 
way’s No. 1 Stage Hit a Screen 
Masterpiece!” 














3, ee 
90; “Then came ‘LITTLE WOMEN.’ 
as 


“pl Ate aot ay , 
shel} Vit FES Honestly, this is a Technicolor 
honey, a joy and what a cast! 


ene June Allyson, Peter Lawford, * 
an, °C) on O’Brien, Elizabeth 
¥ Y "? 
IAN aylor, Janet Leigh! Douglas, Walter Huston, Ethel 
Barrymore, Frank Morgan, Agnes 


| Moorchead! Gosh!” 
Great! But l Oo —_— 
“When they showed ‘THE SECRET Cs is ‘ 


GARDEN’ we predicted it would “(the last! SY") . ; 
be one of 1949’s Ten Best. Great 2s baie, And I saw others in pro- 


Cast! Great Picture!’ A: RNY s—~. =e 


a, 


“THE GREAT SINNER’ is the cli- 
max! Look at the cast! Gregory 
Peck, Ava Gardner, Melvyn 












duction, Garson’s new 
picture and Gable’s and 











Garland’s and many more 


~~ 


‘““BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY, 
Wow! Fred: Astaire, Ginger 
Rogers reunited in a rousing, . 
tip-top Technicolor Musical. 


Oscar Levant is a riot. A Sure- 
fire hit!’’ 


‘Tim beginning 
“Great! Great! Great! ‘THE Vere 





Big Ones. I can’t wait to 
get back to Film Row to 







tell my customers the 
ie i good news. YOU'LL 
CHEER M-G-M’'s 
ANNIVERSARY 
YEAR!” 























STRATTON STORY,’ a true-life WY mind! 
dramatic romance starring James F N5 “ 


Stewart, June Allyson. Laughs, tears, . San fe 
thrills. It’s wonderful!” es alg 












“Terrific! Positively a gold mine! : - 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Considerable joking is going on among Disney starfers in New York 
this week that “there’s a $5 prize being offered for enyone who knows 


what's playing at the Palace on Broadway.” Disneys “So Dear to My 
eart” is in the house. Kidding results from the fact that the ad 
pudget for the Palace has been held to an absolute minimum because 
of the plan to open the pic in 113 houses in the metropolitan area day- 
and-date Feb. 22. Aim is to hold back the bulk of the ad campaign for 
these openings. — ae ; 

Disney deal with the RKO circuit, which operates the Palace, is that 
the chain will pay for all the Palace advertising, with the producer not 

rticipating. Disney, of course, will participate heavily in the cam- 
paign for the nabe openings. Usual expenditure by Disney for a 
Broadway preem and first week is about $65,000. RKO spent only 
around $10,000 for the current Palace engagement. ; ; 

Despite the limited biz being done at the house, Disneyites maintain 
that the producer will end up with a net as great as he’s received from 
any other Broadway engagement of his product in recent years. That’s 
because of the saving in ad expenditures 

Initial day-and-date nabe openings will be followed by a second wave 
of about 160 houses and a third wave of almost 200, with seven days’ 
clearance between the engagements. Day-and-date plan, to take greater 
advantage of the heavy ad budget, was devised by Disney sales super- 
yisor William Banks Levy, working with RKO, the distribs 

With industry public relations policy now under close scrutiny and 
every action drawing comment, there was considerable second-guessing 
in the trade this past week on the advisability of the prexies of the 
major companies rushing into print with the denial of Louella O. Par- 
sons’ story that Eric Johnston may be succeeded by Ambassador to 
Britain Lewis W. Douglas as head of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America. General opinion of public relations-wise execs is that it was 
a mistake. 

Publicity given the denial of the Johnston-to-Dauglas switch, they 
say, merely called the original rumor to the attention of a lot of people 
who hadn't heard it before. Despite the fact the prexies’ statement 
lauded Johnston and said he was staying on, it further created in the 
public mind the idea that there is dissension in the industry. Better 


way to have handled the situation, it was maintained would have been | 


to insist on Miss Parsons making a correction so that word of the denial 
would have been limited to those who had heard the original report. 


What the people of Europe are trying to do to help themselves is 
outlined in a 20-minute short just completed in New York for the 
Cooperative for American Remittances to Europe, Inc. 
documentary, although there’s a small plot, 


Freed. Distribution of the 35m print, according to Miss Freed, is pri- 
marily intended for school and church groups. CARE has had inquiries 
from the Warner circuit in Pittsburgh. but as yet the organization 
hasn't thoroughly considered the possibility of theatrical distribution. 
Screening of the short is slated for Feb. 17 at the Museum of Modern 
Art, N. Y. 

An annual award for “creative achievement in the production 6f 
documentary films” has been set up by the City College Institute of 
Film Techniques, N. Y. 
31 to producers who have submitted their films for consideration prior 
to the March 5 deadline. Among the board of judges are actress Made- 
leine Carroll, N. Y. Times film critic Bosley Crowther, N. Y. Post re- 
viewer Archer Winsten and Cecelia Ager, former film critic for the 
defunct N. Y. Star. Chairman of the panel will be Prot. Hans Richter, 
director of the Institute. 










|All other execs at the same time 


Essentially a | topper adinitted. 
“Letter of Thanks” was | yet to learn from anyone connected | of 
produced under the supervision of CARE’s publicity director Mildred | with television as to how they ex-| mean the 





Prizes for 1948 will be distributed on March | 











Tops Salary List 














x Bogart 


Continued from page 7 

















if 


Geneva Covenant May 


Mayer, Schenck | aleviate US, Pix’ 50% 


<—_==m CONtinued from page 3 
studio since Dore Schary was | 


brought in as production chief last Shutout in So. Africa 
year. Mayer had high praise for Film industry, which is suffering 
Schary, incidentally in his speech under a 50° cut in imports im- 
to the M-G execs. He said that posed by the government of South 
“our organization has never been Africa, may find some relief as a 








| So united and inspired” as since result of a squawk growing out of 


Schary joined the company and the Geneva tariff agreement of 
that Schary’s “ability grows richer 1947, to which the U. S. and South 
day by day.” | Africa were parties. Howl has been 
New pact being talked by Mayer made to the International Mone- 
and company toppers will undoubt- | tary Fund by the chairman of the 
edly reduce his compensation, Permanent body set up by the 21 
which for years has been the high- | Signatory countires, primarily on 
est or very close to the highest in Tequest of the U. S. State Dept. 
the industry. He gets a salary of Films are only one industry af- 


$2,500 weekly, plus 6.77% of the fected, since the recent South 
net profits after certain deduc- African restrictions apply to all 
tions. He also gets 10°? of reissue !™ports. The current case, how- 
profits after he leaves active serv- ever, is being viewed by picture 
ice for the company. execs with particular interest be- 

Mayer, however, agreed in 1944,| Cause it is the first under the 
when the Metro retirement plan! Geneva agreement and may form 
went into effect, that his total com- 4 Very important precedent in re- 
pensation from salary and bonus 84rd to rights of other countries 


to impose curbs. 

International Monetary Fund’s 
role is to advise contracting coun- 
tries on the facts as to South 


should not exceed $500,000 yearly. 


their total salary and 
exceed $200,000. 


agreed that 
bonus should not 


|Inasmuch as company profits for Africa’s balance of payment posi- 
|the '48 fiscal year dropped to about | tion. It has already approved the theatres. 


‘half of what they had been the; country’s action, as it has found 
year befere, and little more than that it is threatened with dollar 
one-fourth of °46. Mayer didn’t | depletion beyond the safety point 
reach the ceiling figure, receiving However, the State Dept. holds 
|only $417,263 in salary and bonus. that the South African move may 
be discriminatory against the U.S. 
One request that may be made 
| Metro Meet of South Africa, for instance, 
| ire ye Me: oe Fund is 
ia y . | heard, is that a token import pro- 
| a — = |gram be permitted. Object is to 
Frankly, I have | ajjow entry of a small percentage 
branded goods (which would 
: pix of each distrib— 
pect to achieve revenues that will | some of whom are shut out com- 
enable them to pay for entertain-| pletely by the present restrictions) 
ment comparable to the motion to enable the producers to keep 
|picture, their name before the public. 
| Again indicating that Metro has 
| no intentions of getting into video, 
Mayer flatly stated: “Our entire 
|} efforts now are directed to pro- 
| ducing the finest pictures possible, 
at the most reasonable costs.” 
| Some 70 visiting Metroites at- 
{tended the meeting, headed by 
| William F. Rodgers, distribution 
veepee, and Arthur M. Loew, for- 
| eign dept. chief. They were joined 
by studio execs led by Mayer. Dore 
| Schary, E. J. Mannix, Benjamin | shelved it for a year and came 
| Thau, L. K. Sidney, J. J. Cohn, hack and played it for practically 
Lawrence Weingarten and Kenneth five years at 50c., taking in an 


MacKenna. additional $4,000,000 
rs f ‘ed Mayer to th le gaa agg 
Rodgers followed Mayer to the $12,000,000 Take 


| platform to restate Metro’s sales ' 
| policies. He warned against viola- “Overall, during my 10 years of 























| ‘Birth’ Statistics 


Continued from page 1 














played the state of Iowa for two 
solid years (two performances a 
day) and did $1,600,000. The pic- 
ture grossed in two years in our 
entire 19-state territory at top 
scale better than $8,000,000. I then 


TOA Still Yens 


Invading Video 


Although no immediate invasion 
of television was voted for by The- 
atre Owners of America at. last 
week’s Washington board confab, 
the theatre group is still nursing a 
plan for entry into video through 
the acquisition of a group of sta- 
tions. The proposal itself is mark- 
ing time while the Federal Com- 
munications Commission puzzles 
the question of whether to open up 
the ultra-high frequencies. Mean- 
while, the FCC’s freeze on further 
station licenses has stalled the TOA 
venture. 

To keep the road unblocked for 
fast action if and when the FCC 
flashes the greenlight. one impor- 
tant step was taken by TOA. Group 
authorized its tele expert, Marcus 
Cohn (& Marks) an attorney prac- 
ticing with the FCC, to push a con- 
tinuing survey of the field. Cohen 
is empowered to hire video en- 
gineering and technical aid in a 
further exploration of large-screen 
programs booked exclusively for 


TOAers concede that DC offi- 
cials are as much confused over 
the innumerable tele posers as the 
rest of the country including ex- 
hibs who hanker to get in while 
the getting is still good. Wayne 
Coy, FCC chairman, clouded the 
prospects of the group moving into 
tele via the acquisition of a block 
of five stations when he told at- 
tending board members that “a 
grocer has more chance of getting 
a license than an exhibitor.” Coy’s 
/point, which may end TOA’s 
chances, was that films are a form 
of communication and so presents 


competitive and anti-trust over- 
tones. 
Plan which circuit operator Si 


Fabian originally proposed for the 
creation of a private exhib com- 
pany to buy and book exclusive 
large-screen programs is still a dis- 
tinct possibility, it is understood. 
Number of bigtime N. Y. operators 
are now seeking to find a promoter 
outside of the industry who would 
back the unit with his own coin. 
He would be assured of outlets by 
the exhibs sponsoring the plan. 


TOA’s Added $35,000 For 
Public Relations’ Plans 


Theatre Owners of America has 
appropriated an additional $35.000 





ing over the weekend included, ter Huston, $100,000; William Jacobs | tion of court directives laid down | exhibiting ‘Birth’ in my territory,|to shove along its public relations 


llowing: | 
a " | Mitchell 
(Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1947) 892; R. W. 


idv Rapper, $97,000; 
ere ree were 750; S. Z. Sakall, $117,500; S. Schneider, 
° Columbia 


| $91,350: Ann Sheridan. $269,345; Vin- 
(Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1947) | cent Sherman, $112,000; 
Irving Briskin, $78,000; Harry Cohn, | $120,000; B. Starr, $78,000; Max Steiner, 
$197,600; Jack Cohn, $145,600; Helen | $104,000; S. B. Trilling, $78,000; Jerry 
Deutsch, $118,250; Don Hartman, | Wald, $127,400; Raoul Walsh, $182,000; 
$103,000; Rita Hayworth, $94,916; Al Hall, Albert Warner, $104,300; H. M. Warner, 
$143,000; B. B. Kahane, $96,500; Abe $182,050; Jack L. Warner, $182,150. 
Montague, $130,000; Casey Robinson, Warner Bros. Pictures Distributing 
$150,000; Ginger Rogers, $157,142 Co. 
earlier list reported Miss Rogers il (Fiscal Year Ending Aug. 31, 1947) 
Ceiving $84,478 from Vanguard, giving B. Kalmenson, $112,700. 


her a total of $241,620); Rosalind Rus- 
@-« o 
Del Giudice 


sell, $190,104; Abraham Schneider, 3 
‘ 
Continued from page 3 


$84,375; Dennis Morgan, $325,- 
Perkins, $87,000; Irving 








$93,600; N. B. Spingold, $83,200; Charles 
Vidor, $92,916. 


Universal Film Exchanges 
(Fiscal Year Ending Oct. 31, 1947) 
William A. Scully, $91,000. 
Universal-International Films 
(Fiscal Year Ending Oct. 31, 1947) 
Joseoh H. Seidelman, $75,400. 


Universal Pictures 
(Fiscal Year Ending Oct. 31, 1947) 
Bud Abbott, $120,730; Compton Ben- 
Nett, $84,666; Claude Binyon, $77,884 
(Binyon also got $122,300 from Para- 














Giudice related, met aboard the 
Cunarder and as a result of the 
|chance encounter the former has 
| now taken an “important share” in 
/Pilgram. As for Riley's departure, 
he explained, that was necessiiated 
by pressure of his other work “and 


Ronald Reagan, $169,- | 


Alexis Smith, | 


| tomorrow. 





Mount, according to an earlier listing); 
Nate J, Blumberg, $188,784; Charles 
Boyer, $125,000; Claudette Colbert, 
$83,871; Lou Costello, $128,345; J. 
Cheever Cowdin, $188,784; William M. 
Dozier, $127,500: Deanna Durbin, $323.- 
477; Dan Duryea, $151,086; Chester 
Erskine, $157,364; Fred Finklehoffe, 


o10.614; Matthew Fox, $126,606; Wil- | 
am Goetz, $284,000; W. J. Heineman, | 


984,058; Zoltan Korda, $100,000; Rufus Le 
ire, $76,500; Robert Montgomery, 
000; Fred MacMurray, $175,000: 

bred Pichel, 
zman, $111,000; Walter 

pit.ove; William A. Seiter, 

Sonne Siodmak, $142,158; Joe Sistrom, 

: 2,000; Samuel Spiegel, $116,500; Leo 

pity, $132,000; Karl Tunberg, $114,750: 
alter Wanger, $224,127. 

Aner Bros. Circuit Management 
‘ iscal Year Ending Aug. 31, 1947) 
sii sen. Coston, $107,900; I. J. Hoffman, 

900; Harry Kalmine, $112,700, 


cn Vatner Brothers Pictures 
'scal Year Ending Aug. 31, 1947) 
$125.00. Se, $105,000; Jack 
Dhrey pity Blanke, $214,833; Hum- 
$150,000: Ogart, $467,361; David Butler, 
Crawfo-. Jack Carson, $159,833; Joan 
$131 cen $156,250; Delmar Daves, 
ns Bette Davis, $328,000; Errol 


8.909; Leo Forbstein, $91,000; 
t sttleb, $99,500; Sidney Green- 
$96,250; Alan Hale, $86,916; Wal- 





‘I have assumed chairmanship of 


the company myself.” 
Del Giudice, who plans a U. S. 
stay of about 40 days, will shop 


‘around for some 12 houses as pre- 


release showcases for his” com- 
pany’s “The Guinea Pig and 
“Private Angelo.” Former was 


made by the Boulting Bros. while 


|“Angelo,” based upon a story by 
'Erie Linklater, was produced and 


| dir by 
$127,300; Charles’ D, directed |b: 
$20,000; ‘key cities he'll use, but expects to 


Peter Ustinov. At 
present he’s undecided just wnat 


screen his product at points “where 
the better tastes of the people are 
expressed.” 


Asserting that the industry is 


_going to be completely reformed, 
‘del Giudice observed the trend is 


Benny, | 


| tures, 


now away from product made on a 
blanket basis for the masses. He 
cited as an illustration the fact that 
“millions don’t go to the films be- 
cause they aren't offered merchan- 
dise to their taste.” British pie- 
he feels. should be exhib- 
ited in art houses as are other for- 
eign films since their true boxofl ice 
value is often wasted by quick cir- 
cuit turnovers. 


statement: “Remember, the com-,So you see it is reasonable to as- 
| pany can’t go to jail but you may, sume that throughout the United 
'if you are found to be in contempt States it must have grossed no 
|of the courts.” less than $40,000,000. 
Laying down other rules, M-G’s “For some illustrations, our first 
| distribution chief asked his men engagement in lowa was in Des 
to attend exhib conventions when, Moines at the Berchel theatre, 
‘invited. Besides ‘building up good where we played 12 weeks and did 
exhib relations, these trips often slightly over $168,000. We opened 
‘brought in orders, Rodgers said.'in Milwaukee July 3, 1915, and 
“When a customer asks to see you did about 
about his problems, see him,” he business in the same length of 
‘added. “We will not tolerate any time. In Minneapolis we ran 26 
employee who deals with our cus- weeks and got $326,000; in Omaha, 
tomers at arm's length or makes six weeks. and did $74,000; in 
himself unavailable to them.” Grand Forks, N. D., 14 days, and 
Dietz, in an interview, gave a did $23,000; at the Tabor Grand 
preview of his convention speech theatre in Denver for 12 weeks we 
He reported that al- did better than $12,000 a week 
though the 25th year celebration average and the same in Seitle 
will be marked in all ad copy and Spokane. 
henceforth, the week of June 24 “Another example, and I know 
will be the “official week.” Dur- because I was there, was Winslow, 
ing that week, he said every 
theatre in country, competitive or wooden chairs into a hall and got 
otherwise, will be running either $3 at night and $2 for the matinee 
a Metro firstrun. secondrun, re- and sold out. We took $5,300 out 
release or short. Also during the of that town in two performances. 
month, June, every publication “In all of these towns we came 
of any consequence in country back and played return engage- 
will carry some type of coverage menjfs at the $2 scale. As a matter 
on anni. of fact, we played Minneapolis 
Probably the biggest promotion four times. Des Moines three times. 
will be on “Little Women” in an Omaha four times and Lincoln 
undisclosed tieup with Good twice. ; 
Housekeeping magazine. He saw “Of cotirse, you wil] have to re- 
seven pix thus far which. will get member that this picture was put 
top promotion treatment, “Take on like a Barnum & Bailey show. 
Me Out To Ball Game.” “Secret When we came into town they 
Garden,” “Barkleys of Broadway,” didn’t know whether we had a film 
“Little Women,” “Stratton Story.” or a circus. We eame in with a 
“Great Sinner” and “Neptune’s special train. we unloaded effects, 
Daughter.” we carried a 25-piece orchestra and 
He cited “Quo Vadis” as a tre- our own ushers and usherettes. We 
mendous undertaking, first of its owned our own two projection ma- 
size in many years and said even chines and our own booth. We also 
during lush war years such pro- had a great big electric sign that 
duction wouldn't have been at- was planted in every town at least 
tempted. Compared it with “Ben two weeks before the opening. We 
Hur” and “Gone With Wind.” In used to bill sometime as far as 100 
connection with future ad budg- miles away. In many instances we 
ets. Dietz declared: “We will not had excursion trains coming into 
think in terms of annual budgets. Lincoln, Omaha and Des Moines. 
That is wrong. We will think in “Hope this: resume, Sherman 
terms of individual pictures. Bud- concluded, “will help to clarify the 
gets will be increased as pictures figures regarding the business 
warrant. You can’t hypo budget done by the greatest grosser of all 


lon a bad picture and get returns.” ,time—‘The Pirth of a Nation’.” | 


the same amount of. 


$78,000; Ida Lupino, $120,000; Thomas jn the anti-trust case with the it grossed in excess of $12,000,000.| program at an upped pace. The 


| extra coin was voted by the outfit's 
board at its Washington meeting 
last week. Part of it will be spent 
on this year’s National Youth 
Month which TOA has decided to 
again sponsor in conjunction with 
‘the U. S. Dept. of Justice. Approp- 
riation is additional to the regular 
sums spent on p.r. yearly which 
hit about $50,000 in 1948. 

A string was tied to TOA’s sup- 
port of the series of industry shorts 
which the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America is sponsoring. Group now 
| proposes that exhibs pay rentals 
for only the first four in the cluster 
of briefies. From funds garnered 
out of the initial quartet. TOA 
wants a revolving fund to be set 
up which would subsidize subse- 
quent shorts. 

Board also okayed proposal of 
Gael Sullivan, exec director, for 


Arizona, where we crammed 1,100, the production of a number of one- 


reelers which would treat with in- 
dustry problems such as censorship 
and taxation. TOA will put the 
bee on studios in an effort to get 
these made without charge to the 
organization. 


Zimbalist Departs FC 


Al Zimbalist, Film Classics pub- 
licity-advertising director, taking 
leave from the company Saturday 
(12); uncertain whether he’ll re- 
turn after his month’s stay in 
Florida. Sydney Gross, Zimbalist’s 
assistant, takes over the post tem- 
porarily. 








Blumenstock’s Post 

Mort Blumenstock, veepee in 
charge of advertising and publicity 
for Warner Bros.. was installed as 
chairman of the eastern ad-pub- 
licity directors committee of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
at a luncheon session Monday (7). 
He'll serve for six months under 
the committee’s plan of rotating 
chairmen. 

Dr. Daniel A. Poling, editor of 
the Christian Herald and one of 
the founders of the Protestant Mo- 
tion Picture Council, was guest 
speaker, 


inrawe 
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ABPC $4,000,000 Elstree Program 
Tonic to Brit. Pix; Pay Cut Snarl 





London, Feb. 1, + 

In the midst of the British pro- 
duction crisis, the news of a $4,- | 
000,000 Elstree program by Asso- 
ciated British Picture Corp. comes | 
as a tonic to the industry. 
Highspot of the new program | 
will be production of “Man Run- 
ning” which Alfred Hitchcock is 
to direct at Elstree for Warner 
Bros. in May, with Jane Wyman as 
the star. Production will also begin 
towards the end of February of 
“No Difference to Me,” to be di- 
rected by Henry Cass, who recent- 
ly made “The Glass Montain.” This 


‘Street’ Tried in London 
Nabes Sans West End Date 


London, Feb. 8. 
Because they had been unable 
to obtain West End release and 
consequent circuit distribution for 
“The Street With No Name,” the 





Mark Stevens and Richard Wid- 
mark starrer, 20th-Fox has _ ar- 
ranged for the pic to open simul- 
taneously in the group of theatres | 
controlled by the Granada organ- | 
ization. Under the new arrange- | 
ment the pic will be shown at 45 
nabe houses commencing as of yes- 


Act on Film Loans 

London, Feb. 8. 
House of Lords concluded 
discussions on the Film Finance 
Bill with the introduction of a 
new clause tightening the 
measure’s aid regulations. In 
addition, the peers authorized 








an amendment to the proposed 
law which would bar loans to 
companies that refuse to sub- 
mit to the Finance Corpora- 
tion’s estimates of production 
costs. 

An amendment by Viscount 
Swinton, former prez of the 
Board of Trade, which called 
for direct loans to independ- 
ents was withdrawn after as- 
surances were made on be- 
half of the government that 
such loans would be permis- 
sible after the Finance Cor- 
poration was established. 





Allied Civilian Shows : 
Reported To Do Fade 


Bad Nauheim, Feb. 1. 


Unofficialiy, Allied Civilian | 
Shots section of European Com | 
mand Special Services is ready to | 
do a quick fade. 

Present indications are that | 
bookings of Allied shows for civil- | 
\ian clubs throughout the Occupied | 
| Zone will go to the posts—probably 
‘through some sort of a central 
'booking agency to be set up on a 
civilian basis. Special Services re- 
cently announced a list of accred- 











| Proportionately 


6 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


Argentine '48 Pix Releases Slid to 418: 
‘Sitting Pretty Topped All Imports 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 1, 
The dollar shortage angle, hosti}- 
ity of the Entertainment Board 


‘towards some European distriby. 


tors, and repeated holdovers of hit 
pix at the firstrun houses, brought 
the figure for releases in Argen- 
tina during 1948 down from 566 
fo 418, a drop of 148. This at a 
time when the entertainment fields 
have been enjoying an inflation. 
inspired boom without precedent 

North American pix top the list 
of releases, with a total of 236 for 
the year, while the local materia} 


| takes second place with 41, The 


Italians, with 35, are next in line 
there were less 
U. S. releases during the year than 





terday (7). 

20th regards the move as an 
experiment which might become a 
precedent for film distribu- 
tion. Pic will be given normal na- 
tional press advertising and was 
previewed in the normal manner. 
Outcome of the experiment is be- | 
ing watched with considerable in- 
terest by other distributors who 
are anxious to assess results on 
general release of a pic without a 
West End engagement. 


will be filmed at Welwyn and will 
probably star Dulcie Gray and 
Michael Denison. 

“Land Fall,” based on Neville 
Shute’s novel, follows at Elstree 
in April with Patricia Plunkett and 
Denison as stars. Direction will be 
by Victor Skutezsky, who recently 
filmed ‘“‘The Trespass.” 

One of the biggest subjects on 
the ABPC roster will be the film- 
ing of Ivor Novello’s musical hit, 
“The Dancing Years,” which will 
be made in association with Tom 
Arnold, who owns world rights. 
Studio work on this production will 
be at Elstree but the pic will 
require extensive location shots in 
Austria. Warwick Ward is slated 
to produce some time in June and 
is reported dickering with Herbert 
Wilcox for Michael Wilding to play 
the original Novello role opposite 
Irene Manning, who is already cast 
for the Mary Ellis part. 

Trouble Brewing Three Ways 

Recent proposal whereby Brit- 
ish film talent would slice their 
salaries in a voluntary move to 
ease the industry’s crisis has 
touched off a flood of pro and con V 
reactions. A British Equity exec for 
scouted such a move by pointing ; 
out that his union had not partici- prez Harold Wilson Wednesday (2) 

pated in any talks with Board of at which other guests, apart from 

Trade prez Harold Wilson. his own producers, were Lord 

Trouble is brewing three ways orta!, chairman of the Govern- 
between Sir Henry French, head _— ae sae vy a age 
of British Film Producers Ass'n; Le Fayre ney an State Fil 

Gordon Sandison, general secre} rome hy “ “ 1 4 ‘_r Pam 

tary of British Actors’ Equity, and Havelock-Allan pret Pre —. 

Personal Managers Assn. Latter |wald, Herbert Wilcox, Michael 
formed, which calls for annual sub~ tei tg eed — = 
scription, plus $40 entrance fee, distrib chief ’ ’ ; 
and comprises toppers in the biz, fo. six fours Portal discussed 
including Myron Selznick; Music | i ,sormally with the eontunens we 
ae: e of America (London), ,Con- der the Korda umbrella the pros- 
nies; Linnit & Dunfee; Film Rights; nects of cuts in production costs 
S Parker; Gordon Harboard, etc. without mitigating against quality. 

1ese practically control destinies ie fant anticipated from this 

> oO, > on . saul ‘ b 
ee ini eg ad that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
Hag on quer, Sir Stafford Cripps. is pre- 

Agents first sensed trouble when pared to make a subsidy to produc- 
they received a hint recently from erg in the form of an entertain- 
French to help reduce the high 
salaries paid to actors. They replied hard and fast decision will not be 
that they couldn’t see why they made until after the April budget, 
should comply before other sec- jit is generally accepted that no 
tions of the industry had set their such concession will be forth- 
house in order. Then Sandison coming. 


a ig na at them in the 
orm of practically an order that Oli e+ 59 e 
iver Twist’ Nixed As 
Unfit for Aussie Juve 


they reduce their commissions from 
Melbourne, Jan. 26. 





$3,000,000 Loan 


London, Feb. 8. 
The Sir Alexander Korda group 
of production companies is eyeing 
the $3,000,000 remaining in the 
kitty of the Film Finance Co. and 
is angling for another substantial 
state loan. 


vance is believed to be main reason 
the much publicized dinner 





the usual 10° to at least seven and 
a half, or even five percent. After | 
several confabs, the PMA turned 
down the suggestion flat. 


NEW ‘BONJOUR MEXICO’ 
HAS SMASH OPENIN 


Mexico City, Feb. 32. 
New edition of “Bonjour Mex-| 





classed as unfit for juve audiences 
in this zone by Aussie Chief Censor 
J. O. Alexander 
that objection was taken to the 
teaching of moppets to stea] as 
played in the Dickens film. 

Melbourne Minister for 


chore in five years—had a smash children. 
opening Thursday (3). Customers 


smashed a door to get in. Comic the decision. 

was accorded a five-minute ovation terrific trade this week at the 

when he appeared. | Regent for Hoyts. It debuts in 
Show is skedded to hold here Sydney mid-February. 


until about March 31. Shortly. 
‘Heiress’ London Click 


after that Cantinflas will make! 
London, Feb. 8. 


another pic, untitled as yet, but | 
with “Boniour Mexico” as its back- | 

Praised for its acting and high 
standard of production, “The Heir- 


ground, Talk here is that “Bon- 

jour” may play N. Y. Because of 

the high price at which it must ess’ made an auspicious debut 
play, show, seems out for the Mex- here at the Haymarket last Tues- 
ican road. Dicker is reportedly on day (1). Presented by H. M. Ten- 
for Cantinflas to play three weeks nent, Ltd., the play appears set 
in N. Y. at $20,000 ‘U. S.) per week. for the season, with substantial 


“Twist” 





Korda Group Eyes 


given by Korda to Board of Trade > 


“Oliver Twist” (GBD) has been) 


Understood here | 


ie \ Educa- | 
ico. French revue at Teatro Iris' tion F. W. Tovell said he consider- | 
featuring Cantinflas—his first stave ed the film “entirely suitable” for | 


Gaumont-British, distribs of the | 
so overflowed the lobby that they pic, may lodge an appeal against | 
got off to! 





Show during its first 30 days—it business for months to come. 
opened Dec. 23—grossed 545.000 Local version of the Ruth and | 
pesos ‘$78,500 U.S.), according io Augustus Goetz play was directed 
manager Santiago Reachi. It’s be- by John Gielgud and stars Sir | 
lieved to be an ali-time high for Ralph Richardson, Peggy Ashcroft, 
any show that played Mexico. James Donald and Lillian Lind. 
Reachi prez of Posa Films, pro- Performances of the plavers drew | 
ducer of Cantinflas pix. heavy praise from reviewers, 





Lissim Optimistic — 
On Italo Tax Bite, 
European Biz in 49 


Future of the Italian market for 


U. S. film exports, reported as) 
| grave due to a proposed dubbing | 
tax of $1.14 per meter on all 


prints brought in, is not nearly 
as bleak as pictured. That’s the! 
opinion of Wladimir Lissim, RKO’s | 
Continental European and Near} 
East general manager, now in New 
York for a short homeoffice visit. 

Italian officials have been ex- 
tremely open-minded. Lissim said 
and are currently weighing a sub- 
stitute plan whereby the American 
pic companies would make an ad- | 
vance deposit of an undetermined | 
amount on imported films. Coin | 
would be pooled and any major | 





Fund would stem | 
revenue derived 


tures in Italy. 
indirectly from 


from American film rentals in that | 


country. 

Thus the new arrangement would 
have, in substance, the same effect 
as the dubbing tax, which was 


' originally designed to weed out an- 


cient and inferior product. Shoe- 
string importers, theoretically, 
won't find it economically practi- 
cal to post deposits on unworthy 
features. While most of the ma- 
jors agree that the government 
was justified in trying to prevent 
flooding of the market with low 
grade pix, they also feel the dub- 
bing impost is discriminatory, 


since the bite would be levied upon | 


,all imports regardless of origin. 

' Analyzing the general continen- 
| tal situation, Lissim declared that 
business is off 15% in France and 


,about 25% in Belgium, while it 
|has dipped 30% in Switzerland. 


i 


| 


meéunts tax rebate. And although a | 





Sharin to Europe 
Eugen Sharin, film-legit  pro- 
ducer, sailed Friday (4) for Eu- 
rope, to produce several musical 
shorts for U. S. release. He has 
renewed his option ons “Children 


,of Vienna,” Steven Vas adaptation | 


of Robert Neuman novel ‘about a 
Negro chaplain in the Army who 


| befriends starving children in post- | 


war Austria. He intends present- 
ing it on Broadway next season. 

He’s due back in the U. S. late 
in the spring. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Feb. 8. 

“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (88) 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (94). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (40). 
“Breach Marriage,” York’s (2). | 
“Browning,” Phoenix (22). | 
“Cage Peacock,” Cambridge (44). | 
“Carissima,” Palace (48). 
“Charley’s Aunt,” Maj. (8). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (76) 
“Don’t Listen,” St. Jas. (23). { 
“Edward, My Son,” Lyric (89). | 
“Father,” Duchess (3).- 
“Gioconda Smile,” Wynd. (35). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (46). 
“Harvey,” Wales (6). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (2). 
“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (8). 
“Kid From Strat,” Wint. (19). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (44), 
“Miss Mabel,” Strand (11). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (93). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (10). 
“Oranges & Lemons,” Globe (2). 
“Perfect Woman,” Playhouse (22). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (9). | 
“Slings & Arrows,” Comedy (12). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (96). 
“Wild Duck,” St. Mart. (13). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (94). 

















| 


‘ 


ited bookers, and probability is that 
these will form the basis of a cen- 
tral agency which would supply 
units for clubs. 

Currency reform—which boosted 
costs of Allied units while cutting 
the take of the civilian clubs—first 
led to breaking down the ACS 
block-booking policy and putting | 
bookings on a split-wee,s basis. The 
step, however, didn’t help too 
much. Hence the fold idea. 


Metro, Aussie Loop 
In Rental Snarl 


Sydney, Feb. 2. 
Battle is reported looming be- 
tween the powerful King’s urban 
loop and Metro over rentals. Re- 
newal contract has not been signed 





to insiders, until Metro relaxes | 


terms on product. 


| Report is that the King’s and 
other loops took somewhat of a 
beating last year with the majority 
\of the Metro fare, which also didn’t 
click, with a couple of exceptions, 
| at Metro’s own key houses. 

| The King’s loop, tied in to Great- 
/er Union, in the meantime is look- 
‘ing elsewhere for product, plus 
| playing some revivals. It’s ru- 
|/mored that King’s and one or two 
| other urban majors formerly buy- 
|ing Metro fare may switch to Brit- 
‘ish product from the Rank Organi- 
zation. 

Metro operates its own loop in 
‘the key Aussie spots of Sydney, 
'Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide and 
| Perth, plus a big nabe at Bondi. It 


‘also recently bought the Minerva, | 


' Sydney, from the Dave Martin in- 
terests. This house is currently on 


in 1947 and the Mexicans also fej] 
behind. No Soviet pix were re- 
leased, in contrast to quite a num- 
ber exhibited in 1947. 

Figures for the various countries 
are as follows: Mexican 34; British 
25; French 23; Spanish 13; German 
five (oldies); Chilean three, Swed- 
ish three. Technicolor pix were 
exhibited in far greater number 
than before, with a total of 29 re. 
leased during the year. 

When final figures are totaled 
up, it is estimated that 20th’s “Sit- 
ting Pretty” will prove the best 
grosser of the year of the imported 
pix, while “Dios se lo Pague” (Arg, 
Sono-Film) is generally rated the 
best grosser of the local produc- 


tions. “Sitting Pretty” has been 
running for 15 weeks. The Sono- 
Film prizewinner, which teamed 


Argentine star Zully Moreno with 
Mexican Arturo de Cordova. was 
held over for 14 weeks in firstrun 
in Buenos Aires, and for 200 days 
in second run at a nabe theatre. 





‘and may stay uninked, according | Import Control Harmful 


| could draw upon it to produce pic- | 
Desire for new government ad- | 


To South African Film 
Industry, Sez Seidelman 


| Johannesburg, Feb. 1}. 
Joseph H. Seidelman, Universal- 
International foreign head, during 

| recent visit here, urged that South 

| African dollar testrictions should 

;not be applied to film imports. 

| There was no substitute for cinema 
entertainment which was among 

|the essentials of today, he said, 

‘and particularly in South Africa, 

| stage shows could not take the 
place of films. 

| Seidelman didn’t consider it 
possible for the British film in- 

| dustry to fill the gap which would 

| be caused by any cuts in the im- 

| portation of American films. The 

|result would inevitably be that 
| numbers of cinemas would have to 
close down with resultant unem- 





lease to Whitehall Productions, le- | pjoyment. 


|giters headed by Kathleen Robin- 
‘son. Metro can’t get possession of 
this one for quite a while yet. It’s 
known, too, that Whitehall 
fight any bid by Metro to take over 
for pix. Minerva was gotten with 
‘former frozen coin, and it’s hinted 


that Bernie Freegman. head of 
Metro here, would like to secure 
additional urban spots for i 
| product. + 





French Have Another 
Color Film Process 


Paris, Feb. 8. 
France’s determination to make | 


The new color comes in the’ 


of “Rouxcolor,” another invention | 
which makes use of black and. 
white film with a special lens. 

Dugrocolor was perfected by | 
Roger Dumas, Georges Grosset | 


Rouxcolor in that it synthicizes 


_three colors where the latter pro-| was actuated by shaky 


cess makes use of four. When} 


‘shooting the film, the image is! 


broken into four parts by a special | 
lens. There are blue-green and) 
orange-red filters with the fourth 
pait in black. 

When the image is projected on | 
the screen another special lens | 
fuses these four into one image. , 
The advantage of this process is | 
that ordinary equipment, except 
for the lens, is used with black and 
white film. 





Jack McWeeney, with Monogram 
International since 1947. was 
namcd head of its service depart- | 
ment last weck. ‘ 


will | 


| 


‘Poland. He replaces Eugene 


In the interests of public morale, 
he said, the South Atrican govern- 
ment could well afford to ignore 
| the very small percentage of the 

Union's dollar purchases expended 
on American films. 





wre BRIT, EXHIBS, PRODUCER 


SPLIT ON CUT IN QUOTA 


London, Feb. 8. 
When the Cinematograph Exhib- 
itors Assn. general council meets 
here tomorrow (Wed.), it will au- 
thorize its officers to seek an im- 
mediate interview with the Board 
of Trade to demand a substantial 


'pix color vehicles cheaply has; cut in the present 45° British 
| brought about the development of film quota. Exhibs intend to tell 
‘| a new process called “Dugrocolor.” | BOT prez Harold Wilson that 25% 


is the absolute limit, if the indus- 


‘wake of the recent introduction | try is to maintain quality as dis- 


tinct from quantity. 

On the other hand, the British 
Film Producers Assn. has advised 
Wilson to keep the quota at 45% 
for a second year when the present 


*,and Andre Max, and differs from | law is reviewed prior to its expira- 


tion next Oct. 1. BFPA’s decision 
financial 
situation, dwindling overseas mar- 
kets and inadequate boxoffice re- 
turns. In addition, several trade 
unions are agitating for an ip 
creased quota to stem the present 
crisis. 


Swanink’s Polski Post 

John Swanink, continental - 
director for Motion Picture —¥ 
Assn., was named temporarily hed 
supervise carrying out of i 
MPEA-Film Polski contract a. 
Van 
who has joined eo 
ivision of the Move 
divisio o Part 





Dee, 
national 


Picture Assn. of America i 
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Picture Grosses 


‘ | 
Pit’ Pushes High In Por piety 4 ago ee 
Prov., Lush 206; ‘Witch’ | House, 2otm and “Canon “a 
Powerful With $24,000 4563)" “Son"Suan” (Wa) (ad wh. 
Providence. Feb. 8. - 00d $4,000 after last week's fair- 


ps 3 oer re ,ish $4,500. House undergoing al- | 
Majestic’s “Snake Pit” is riding |}*". > , 
high this week in a better than terations and house opens at 4:45 


’ , .m. during face-lifting. 
average mood. Loew's State’s P'™ & — 
“Wake of Red Witch” also is a high National (Standard) (2.400; | 45 








65)—“‘In Navy” (U) and “Who Done 


rae ey Oo ee weermes It’ (U) (reissues). Modest $5,000. 
is he Se icchen tar While week Last week, “Red River” (UA), 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 0000 ig no. 45-65)— 
“Marine Raiders” (RKO) and «cotta Stay Happy” (U) and “Rose 


“Back to Bataan” (RKO) (reisues). 
Eight-day run looks good $17,500. 
Last week, “Boy With Green Hair” 
(RKO) and “Behind Locked Doors” 


Healthy $14,000. 
Sky” (20th) 
(20th), led 


of Yukon” (Rep). 
Last week, ‘Yellow 
and “Jungle Patrol” 
town with $12,000. 


(EL), strong $17,000. - Scoop ‘Louisville Theatres) (700; 
Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— | ¢) 20-$2.40)—""Red Shoes” (EL). 
“Fighter Squadron” (WB) and Roadshowing off to rousing start. 


Christopher Blake’ (WB) (2d run). 
Steady $5,000. Last week, “Gotta 
Stay Happy” ‘(U) and “Police Re- 
porter” (SG) (2d run), $4,500. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Plunderers” (Rep) and Jackie 
Coogan heading stageshow. Nitty 


Cinch to cop great $11,000. Last 
week, “Lost One” (Col), at regular 
scale, modest $2,000. 

State (Loew’s) 


Dear Secretary” (UA). Nice $12,- 
000. Last week, ‘‘Three Godfathers 


$7,500. Last week, “Good News”,(M-G) and “No Minor Vices” (M- 
(M-G) (rfeissue) and Dick Foran G), $11,000. 
heading stageshow, $7,000. Strand (FA) .(1,000; 45-65)— 


“Race Street” (RKO) and “Indian 
Agent” (RKO). Fine $7,000. Last 
week, “Dude Goes West” (Mono) 
and “Hunted” (Mono), modest 
$4,000. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Snake Pit” (20th).. Quick turn- 
over helping to solid $20,000. Last 
week, “Fighter Squadron” (WB) 
and ‘Christopher Blake” (WB), 
snappy $17,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 








5)", Apollo” (20th d j 

ee cnmny Apol caegans Rains Wash Out Indpls. 
Week, "Kidnapped 'Mono) ‘ast! Albeit ‘Pit’ Spirited 
“ F; ‘  ( (reis- | ’ 
maarapgme Oe" ovono) we) 1736; Suan’ Hot 126 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— | 


Indianapolis, Feb. 8. 

Weekend rain once more is prov- 
ing a drawback to show biz here, 
but most firstrun grosses are fairly 
good. “Snake Pit” at Circle is get- 
ting heavy play from femme trade 
to lead town. “Don Juan” at 
Indiana also is extra strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 
44-65)—“Snake Pit” (20th). Strong 
$17.500 Last week, ‘Trouble 
Makers” (Mono) with Henry Busse 
orch, Vivian Blaine, others, on 
stage, sock $20,000 at 60-90c scale. 


“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) and 
“Song of Heart” (Mono). Healthy 
$24,000. Last week, “Sun Comes 
Up” (M-G) and “Gallant Legion” 
(Rep), $19,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Own True Love” (Par) and 
“Dynamite” (Par). Started Monday 
(7). Last week, “Accused” (Par) | 
(2d wk), so-so $8,000. 


‘Violence’ Mild $13,600, 
Balto; ‘John’ Okay 146 





Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 

Baltimore, Feb. 9. “Don Juan” (WB). Fine $12,000. 

Trade here continues moderately | Last week, “Dear To My Heart” 
steady with best current action be- | (RKO) (2d wk), nice $10,000. 

ing shown by “John Loves Mary,” Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65)— 

at the Stanley, and “Act of Vio-, “Count Monte Cristo” (EL) and 


“Son of Monte Cristo” (EL) (reis- 

pace is also being maintained by sues). Mild $3,500. Last week, 

“Joan of Arc’ in second Town “Blood and Sand” (20th) and 

week, with $1.25 top. | ‘‘Wake Up Screaming” (20th) (reis- 
Estimates for This Week sues), good $5,500. 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20-| Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 
60)—‘‘Act of Violence” (M-G). Just | “Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
passable at $13,000. Last week, | French” (Col). Mild $10,000. Last 
‘Sun Comes Up” (M-G), mild $11,-'| week, “3 Godfathers” (M-G) and 


lence,” at Loew’s Century. Good 


800. i|“No Minor Vices” (M-G), tall 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; $14,000. 
20-70)—“Song of India” (Col) plus | Lyrie (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)— 


Victor Lombardo orch. Unevent-| “Black Arrow” (Col) and “Loaded 
ful $12,000. Last week, “Slightly | Pistols” (Col). Modest $6,000. Last 
French” (Col) and vaude, $13,400. week, “Belle Starr’s Daughter” 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- | (20th) and “Jungle Patrol” (20th), 
60)—“Gotta Stay Happy” (U) (2d! $6700. 
wk). Holding pace at $7,000 after 
all right $9.700 opener. 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65)—_ 
“Wake Red Witch” (Rep) (3d wk). | 





‘Sun’ Comes Up Slow In 


|—*San 


(3,000; 45-65)— | 
“Kissing Bandit’ (M-G) and “My | 


‘Juan’ Bangup $22,000, 
Denver; ‘Breed? $12,000 


Denver, Feb. 8. 

With letup in severe cold, biz is 
up sharply this week. “Don Juan” 
is town topper in three houses. 
“Sealed Verdict” and “Mikado” 
will do better in second week than 
in first session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Fighter Squadron” (WB) and “Em- 
braceable You” (WB) (m.o.). Big 
$5,000. Last week, “Don’t Trust 
Husband” (UA) and “Texas, Brook- 
lyn” (UA) (m.o.), fair $3,500. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
Francisco” (M-G) = and 
“Night at the Opera” (M-G) (re- 
issues). Fine $8,000. Hold over. 
Last week, “Song Is Born” (RKO) 
(5th wk), $4,000. 

Denham (‘Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘“‘Sealed Verdict” (Par) (2d wk). 
Nice $12,000. Last week, $11,500. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Don Juan’ (WB) and “Blondie’s 
Secret” (Col), day-date with Es- 
quire, Webber. Big $17,000 or near. 
Last week, “Fighter Squadron” 
(WB) and “Embraceable You” 


(WB). big $16,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Don 
Juan” (WB) and “Blondie’s Secret” 
(Col), also Denver, Webber. Good 
$2,500. Last week, “Return of Oc- 
tober” (Col) and ‘“‘Blackie’s Chinese 
| Venture” (Col), nice $3,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— the distributing 


\“Luxury Liner” (M-G) and “No 
|'Minor Vices’? (M-G) (2d wk). Thin 
'$11,000 or close. Last week, big 
$17,500. 

| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
\“Untamed Breed” (Col) and “Gal- 
jlant Blade” (Col). Nice $12,000. 
|Last week, “Return of. October” 
i\(Col) and “Blackie’s Chinese Ven- 
ture” (Col), fine $11,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘“Da- 
kota” (RKO) and “Nevada” (RKO) 
(reissues). Great $5,000. Last week, 
“Mexican Hayride” (U) and ‘Rac- 

Tabor ‘Fox) (1,967; 35-74)— 
“Urubu”’ (UA) and “This Is New 
York” (UA). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, reissues. 

Vogue (Art Cinema) (600; 60- 
| $1.20)—“Mikado” (U) (reissue) (2d 
| Wk). Big $4,000. Holds again. 
Last week, $3,500. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—"Don 
Juan” (WB) and “‘Blondie’s Secret” 
(Col), also Denver, Esquire. Good 
$2,500. Last week, “Fighter Squad- 
ron’ (WB) and “Embraceable You” 
(WB), fine $3,500. 


CHICAGO 


| 
(Continued from page 11) 





wk). Trim $15,000. Last week, 
$18,000. 
Rialte (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 


“Sea Spoilers’ (U) and “Magnifi- 
cent Brute” (U( (reissues). Mildish 
$7.000. Last week, “Johnny Apollo” 
(20th) and “Show No Mercy” 
| (20th) (reissues), $8,600. 
| Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
|“Shockproof” (Col) and “Slightly 
| French” (Col) (2d wk). Fair $10,000. 
| Last week, $13,500. 
| Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; 1.20- 
2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (7th wk). 
Crisp $14,000. Last week, same. 
State-Lake (‘B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘‘Red Pony” (Rep). Smart $24,- 
000. Last week, “Dark Past” (Col) 
and “Jungle Jim” (Col) (2d wk), 


$9,000. 
(Indie) (650; 85)—‘Four 


Surf 
Steps in Clouds” (Indie). Trim 








| 
| 
| 


| 


| 






| 





indies—MPAA 


Continued from page 3 geamee 


indies feel that they might as well | 
stay in the organization for what- | 
ever good it does them. 

Goldwyn and Walt Disney have 
been the heaviest indie contribu- 
tors to the MPAA treasury. Dues 
are based on a percentage of an- | 
nual gross.. Goldwyn is reported to | 
pay in excess of $56,000 a year and | 
Disney about $35,000. It is under- 
stood that Goldwyn, when his dis- 
tribution pact with RKO comes up 
for renewal in the spring, will de- 
mand that the clause permitting | 
RKO to take out his dues be elim | 
inated and that he will cease all 
payments when his resignation be- 
comes effective in a year. Disney 
will undoubtedly follow suit at 
contract renewal time. 

There may be a fight on this with 
RKO, since its contract with MPAA 
(like that of all ether companies) 
requires it to pay dues on the basis 
of its entire gross. The Goldwyn 
and Disney pix make up a large 
part of the distrib’s.take and it will 
be nicked for the MPAA contribu- 
tion due on the product of the two 
indies if they refuse to pay it. 

RKO Angle 

This in turn may cause a battle 
by RKO with the MPAA to relieve 
company from 
responsibility for dues of its indie 


| producers. Since RKO’s new con- 
| trolling 
| Hughes, is already at daggers with 

| the MPAA and involved in a law- 

| suit against the Association (grow- | 
|ing out of its refusal of a Produc- | 
| tion Code Administration seal for | 


stockholder, Howard 


his indie production, “The Out- | 


|law”), it is not beyond possibility 
| that if RKO has any trouble with 
| the organization it will itself with- 
| draw. 

ing Luck” (Col) (m.o.), fair $2,500. | 


Current squawks regarding fail- 


{ure of the MPAA to invite indie 


members to meetings are mostly 
concerned with sessions on indus- | 


| try foreign affairs. These, the in- 


, dies maintain, are now all being 
called in the name of the Motion 
| Picture Export Assn., an MPAA 
subsid which handles sales abroad 
on a co-op basis. Since few of the 
indies belong to MPEA, that organ- 
ization holds itself justified in not 
inviting them to its sessions. 
| Indies assert, however, that many 
| of the meetings are not directly 
; concerned with MPEA biz, but are 
on general foreign affairs in which 


eee 


TRIPLE PIX BIG PAYOFF 
IN N. Y. CITY NABES 


Despite the oft-repeated charges 
that “what the publie wants is a 
good single feature,” the Dover 
a nabe house in the Bronx, N. y,, 
has boosted its business consider. 
ably through a policy of triple 
bills. Following the changeover 


about five and a half months ago 
manager Stanley Greenfield last 
week declared that previous slack 
attendance had improved 25°) on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

‘Both matinee and _ evening 
grosses have climbed in the same 
ratio, Greenfield revealed, indi- 
cating that lengthy programming is 
relished by adults as well as kids, 
Dover is one of the theatres in 
Sol Strausberg’s Interboro loop, 
Its trio of screenings last week in- 
cluded “For You I Die, “Beautiful 
Cheat,’ and “Ghost Town Law.” 

Star, also in the Bronx, is an. 
other house sold on triple features, 
“We've used ‘em for years with 
good results,” a spokesman said 
last week. Other nabes with simi- 


lar longtime policies are the Sun- 


set and West End on W. 125th St. 
in Harlem. 








Joe Schenck 


Continued from page 3 








to go on the nine-months’ option 
he holds from Naify. 


Schenck is neither an officer or 
director of 20th, but it is under- 
stood that the Dept. of Justice 
nevertheless insisted that he re- 
sign his exec post with the com- 
pany before exercising the option. 
In the meantime, he continues to 
be controlling stockholder in the 
United Artists Theatre Circuit, 
which has holdings in more than 
100 houses and which, with the 
115 in United California, will make 
Schenck one of the company’s top 
operators. 

Attitude of 20th’s board on re- 
leasing Schenck from his ticket 
isn’t known, but it is expected that 
action eventually will be favorable 
although it has balked at accepting 
his resignation. Schenck has been 
with Fox since 1935, when he and 
Darryl F. Zanuck merged their 
20th Century indie unit with the 
company and he became chairman 








| they have a very important stake. 
Holding them under the MPEA 
/}umbrella instead of MPAA is) 
merely a technicality, they say, § _ 


and as MPAA members they should , : | 
H’wood Berated | 


be invited. 
Continued from page 5 =e 


What brought the situation to a 
_head this week was the meeting | 
tion costs and that Hollywood does 
| this by gearing its output to the 


‘called for tomorrow (Thursday) in | 
| Washington. Foreign managers of 
all MPAA-member companies have | 3 
been invited to hold a day’s dis- YOUNS, non-demanding audience. 
cussion with prexy Eric Johnston! Young people (and two-thirds of 
and officials of the State Dept. The | the movie audience is under 30) 
indies did not get invites. | Prefer to see stars and glamor 
With independent production while older people prefer a good 
ranks now down to almost rock | story and good acting, Crowther 
| bottom, there are actually few ac- added. He believes that the ex- 
_tive indies who belong to both panding use of films in education, 
SIMPP aed MPAA. Aside from however, will help stimulate inter- 
| Goldwyn and Disney, they include est in better productions and in 
| the Cagney brofers, Edward Gol- | time build up a more intelligent 


of the board of the new outfit. He 
resigned as chairman in 1941. 




















Maintaining solid pace at $6,000 $4,000. Last week, “Day of Wrath” |4en, Hunt Stromberg, Hal Wallis- 


after fine second round at $7,300. 
Hit record-making preem at $9,- 
800 opening week. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— | 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (3d wk). Still 
going well at indicated $8,000 after 
a good second week of $11,900. | 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“John Loves Mary” (WB). Okay 
$14,000. Last week, second of ‘““Don 
Juan” (WB) didn’t hold up at $7,-| 


Buff., 106; ‘Joan’ 186, 2d 


Buffalo, Feb. 8. 
Slow takings at most spots this 
_week with batch of new product 
opening today. “Sun Comes Up” is 
not very stout at the Buffalo. 
“Joan of Arc” still is faring well on 


tury. 
Estimates for This Week 


700. | | Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 50- “Sun Comes Up” (M-G) and 
$1.25)—“Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d “Henry the Rainmaker” (Mono). 


wk). Going well at $21,000 after Doing only mild $10,000 in five 
fine first round with $27,600. i days. Last week, “3 Godfathers” 


(M-G) and 
ST. LOUIS 


| (M-G), nice $16,000. 
(Continued from page 10) Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
Comes Up” (M-G) and “Four 





—“Don Juan” (WB). Opens today 


, ae. (Tues.). Last week, “Whiplash” 
Faces West” (UA), $18,000. iw cong: Pr aitietdt- 
Missouri (F&M)’ (3,500; 50-75) gigsoo2 nt igh Fury” (UA), 
—‘Snake Pit” (20th) (m.o.) (2d Hipp 


wk) and ‘“‘Blood on Moon” (RKO) 
(m.o.) (2d wk). Great $11,000 after 
$10,000 last week. 

Orpheum (Loew) 


Godfathers” (M-G) and “Piccadilly 
Incident” (M-G) ‘(m.o.). Neat $7,000 


i fi 4 M4 , “oe hen 
(2.000: 50-75) ous days. Last week, “Siren of 


Or B Atlantis” (UA) and “Girl From 
—“Sun Comes Up ‘(M-G) and Manhattan” (UA), good $8,800. 

“Four Faces West” (UA) (m.0.). Teck (Shea) (1.400: 40-70)— 
Okay $7,500. Last week, “Return “Whiplash” (WB). "Opens teday 
of October” (Col) and “Picadilly (Tues.). Last week, “Snake Pit” 
Incident” (M-G) (m.o.), $7,000. (20th) = (m.o.), strong $7,500 for 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60) fourth week downtown. 

—'‘‘Behind Locked Doors” (EL) Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
and stageshow. Smash $27,000. “Dark Past” (Col) and “Straw- 


Last week, “Dark Past” (Col) and berry Roan” (Col). Modest $11.000. 


“Racing Luck” (Col), $5,500. Last week, ‘“Shoekproof” (Col) and 
Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)\— ‘“Thunderhoof” Col). $11,500. 
“Wake Red Witch” (Rep) and Century (20th Cent.) (3,000: 76- 


“Parole, Inc.” (EL) (m.o.) (2d wk). 
Still big at $4,500 after $6,000 
Jast week. 


$1.25)—“Joan of Are” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Holding nicely at $18,000 or 
better after terrific $30,000 opener. . 


first holdover session at the Cen- | 


“Piccadilly Incident” | 


(Indie), (2d wk), $3,800. 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 


'98)—“‘Own True Love” (Par). Weak | 
$14,000. Last week, “Three God- | 


| fathers” (M-G) (2d wk), $9,000. 
| Woods (Essaness) 
“Red River’ (UA) (7th wk). 
Fine $16,000. Last week, $19,000. 

World (Indie) (587: 80) — 
| “Paisan’’ (Indie) (4th wk). Sensa- 
tional $8,000. Last week, record 
, $8,500. 


PITTSBURGH 


: (Continued from page 11) 

|ting in on immediate return to 
straight pix after first stage show 
in almost four years. Looks $13,- 
500, and not counting better than 
| $3.50 
when Jack Carson show played 
Steubenville, O. Last week, Car- 





ord-breaking $42,000 in 6 days. 
Warner (WB) (2,000: 50-$1.50)— 
“Joan of Are” (RKO). Looks as if 
this one will be around for a while. 
Despite sharp hike in prices, seems 
to have caught on, great at better 


than $26,000. Run of at least six | 


weeks looked for. Last week, 
“Boy With Green Hair” (RKO) 
{8.6.), weak $5,500 in 6 days at 80c 
op. 





Replace Texas House Lost in Fire 
Amherst, Tex. 
Construction started here on 
Majestic which was destroyed by 
ee last vear. House will be 
a 0 seater, being rebuil 
O. M. Cosby, Jr. : ni 


(1,073; 98)—_ 


| Joseph Hazen, Walter Wanger, Ed- 
'ward Small and Hal Roach. ° | 








German Coin 


Continued from page 5 





_Army, estimated dollar equivalent 


| ig about $3,500,000. 


Allowance in the past year has 


| been $460,000 from the ECA for | 


0 picture got on Sunday (30) | 


| 


(Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“3 | son and “Flaxy Martin” (WB), rec- | 
| State Dept. officials was arranged 


Germany while the Army has con- 
tributed $185,500 for Japanese op- 
erations during the past six 
months. These sums barely pay 
for prints. Foreign toppers are 
peeved because other industries, 
shipping commodities, have been | 
able to obtain ECA funds equiva- 
lent to the market value of the | 
goods. 

Meeting both with the ECA and | 


by Johnston after considerable 
beefing by foreign dept. execs who 
insist something must be done. 
Understood one of the reasons be- 
hind the move is the desire by 
Johnston to demonstrate that it is 
not as easy to get things done as 
some filmites believe. 

Company managers meet at 
lunch with Under-Secretary of 
State James E. Webb; Willard L. 
Thorp, Ass't Secretary of State for 
Economic Affairs; and George V. 
Allen, Ass’t Secretary of State for 
Public Affairs. John McCarthy, | 


manager of the MPA int’} division, 
‘will sit in on meetings. j 


young audience demanding better 
films. 


The speaker said television is 
cutting in on the industry in cities 
where TV is available, and this is 
especially true on nights when 
popular television shows are broad- 
cast. “People want the best for 
their money, and if they can sit at 
home and see a good television 
show rather than go down the 


street to see a poor movie, they 
are going to do it.” 





TOA Intervention 


Continued from page 5 





vention is regarded as far more 
favorable in the light of state- 
ments made by U, S. Attorney 
General Tom Clark to TOAers at 
last week’s Washington meet. 
Clark then said that if any of the 
decrees now in the making prove & 
hardship on theatre men, the way 
would be kept open for applica- 
tions to amend. D of J had here 
tofore fought all moves to inter 
cept by exhibs claiming that the 
Government repped their interests 
as well as the public’s. 

No objections are expected 
from TOA against maintenance of 
the RKO and Paramount circuits 
as fairly intact units. SIMPP, on 
the other hand, has griped to the 
Government on that score. Come 
bined, their attacks would rake the 
chief provisions of the propose 
decrees, 
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TRADE SHOW FEB.I4 


















srorring JOEL ‘ALEXIS ZACHARY DOROTHY 


E SOTHO ST.LOUSNKGREA: SMITH SCOT: MALONE come 


° age : ritten CHARY GOLD and JAMES WEBB 
: Ri "ENRICHT MILTON SPERLING United States Pictures Production Written by 200% Sic by MAX STEIN 


No Bigotry In America! 




















ehind Brotherhood Week, February 20-27 ° 
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ALBANY 
Warner Screening Room 
79 i. Pearl St. © 12:30. P.M, 
ATLANTA 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
197 Walton St. N.W. © 2:30 P.M, 
BOSTON 

RKO Screening Room 

122 Arlington St. « 2:30 P.M. 
BUFFALO 

Paramount Screening Room 

464 Franklin St. * 2:00 P.M. 
CHARLOTTE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
308 S$. Church St. « 10:00 A.M, 
CHICAGO 

Warner Screening Room 

1307 So. Wabash Ave. « 1:30 P.M. 
CINCINNATI 

RKO Palace Th. Screening Room 
Paloce Th. Bldg. E. 6th + 8:00 P.M, 
CLEVELAND 

Warner Screening Room 
2300 Payne Ave. 8:00 P.M, 
DALLAS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1803 Wood St. + 2:00 P.M. 
DENVER 
Paramount Screening Room 
2100 Stout St. » 2:00 P.M. 
DES MOINES 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1300 High St. + 8:00 P.M. 
DETROIT 
Film Exchange Building 
2310 Coss Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Universal Screening Room 
517 No. Illinois St. © 1:00 P.M 
KANSAS CITY 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1720 Wyandotte St. ¢ 7:30 P.M. 
LOS ANGELES 
Warner Screening Room 
2025 $. Vermont Ave. « 2:00 P.M. 
MEMPHIS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
151 Vance Ave. + 10:00 A.M. 
MILWAUKEE 
Warner Theatre Screening Room 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave. « 2:00 PK 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Warner Screening Room 

1000 Currie Ave. « 2:00 P.M. 
NEW HAVEN 
Warner Theatre Projection Room 
70 College St. + 2:00 P.M, 
NEW ORLEANS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
200 S. Liberty St. « 8:00 P.M, 
NEW YORK 
Home Office 
$21 W. 44th St. » 2:30 P.M. 
OKLAHOMA 
R0th Century-Fox Screening Room 
10 North Lee St. © 1:30 P.M. 
OMAHA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1502 Davenport St. + 10:00 A.M. 
PHILADELPHIA 

Warner Screening Room 

230 No. 13th St. + 2:30 P.M. 
PITTSBURGH 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1715 Bivd. of Allies * 1:30 P.M. 
PORTLAND 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

1947 N.W. Kearney St. » 2:00 P.M, 
SALT LAKE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
216 East Ist South +» 2:00 P.M. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Paramount Screening Room 

205 Golden Gate Ave. » 1:30 P.M. 
SEATTLE 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

2318 Second Ave. » 10:30 A.M. 
$T. LOUIS 

$'renco Screening Room 

3143 Olive St. » 9:30 AM. 
WASHINGTON 

Warner Theatre Building 

13th & E Sts. W.W. © 10:30 AM 
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| There are midget races, fights, an 
‘outdoor cinema “in season” (it’s 
/too cold now, what with this “un- 
usual” weather they’re having out 
‘on the Coast), a minor league 
ball park whose team journeys to 


Las Vegas’ Show Biz 


Continued frem page 1 











Film Reviews 


Continued from page 13 





luxe hotels get pre-brunch crowds; to the pseudo-am_ prestidigitator. 
that would rival a gala night at the | Haskell handles his timing effec- 
Sporting Club at Monte Carlo. | tively, and that is the prime novel- 

The 1% rakeoff to the state of ty appeal of what might otherwise | 
Nevada last year accounted for $1,- | be a routine magi act. 
000,000 revenue, so the $100,000,000 Standard equipment at all the, 
annual gross to the sundry top hostelries are the lines of eight | 
casinos in Las Vegas, Reno, Lake | gals, who don’t “mix” however; | 
Tahoe, etc., is easy to figure. This | just lend s.a. and atmosphere. | 
doesn’t mean that the “handle” is | What’s more, they’re well trained 
limited to that amount because | and seemingly take their terp | 
there are winners. The tax is predi- | duties quite seriously. In most 





Saves a Life names, but the customers who can 
Rusty Save be drawn in to see it should be 
impressed with this modest Brit- 
ish offering. 


“Silent Dust’ centers on a blind 
father with a fixation complex so 
far as his soldier son’s memory is 
concerned. To perpetuate that 
memory the father plans a me- 
morial to him but on the eve of its 
unveiling the son, who had not 
fallen a hero but turns out to be 
a deserter and wanted for murder, 


El Centro, Cal.; Kingman, Ariz.; 
Reno, Barstow, etc., for intersec- {jtle. Moppet gang launches on a 
tional games. There are three or | juvenile delinquent program that | 
four picture houses and two legit could give bad ideas to young) 
groups (one at the Last Frontier), 'ticketbuyers if they are impres;) 
including a little theatre unit. |sionable enough to be moved by | 
There is a “Harlem,” which creates | the trite antics in the Brenda Weis- | 
only a minor problem to the de-| berg script. When their malicious | 
luxe hotels when colored talent mischief catches up with the gang, | 
plays there. | they reform. So does the nephew, | 


z when he’s rescued from drowning | 
There is also North Las Vegas, py the canine Rusty in a fantas 


cated only on the yield to the ca- ‘cases, the head man of the troupe} 
sinos. No wonder that $6,000,000 
edifices like the fabulous Hotel 


Flamingo and The Thunderbird can 


rise on the sands of the Nevada 
desert. 

With that kind of a breakage 
everything about the operation is 
on a super-scale. You can see ex- 
traordinary floorshows for a beer 
or a banquet. Neon lights welcome 
the towners and tourists alike to 
“come as you are.” And they do. 
That means they wear dungarees, 
open-toe army shoes, slacks, poor 


man’s Roy Rogers-type costumes, | 


and the like. And then there are 
the tourists, of course, who wear 
coat and trousers that match, and 
the city slicker dolls who rough it 
in a dinner gown, if not going 
completely formal. But if you 
wear shoes—and have money— 
that’s formality enough here. 
Big Talent Costs 

As a show town it’s big time. 
The Xmas-New Year’s spell, for 
instance, saw the top hostelries 
shelling out $80,000 a week to tal- 
ent such as Hildegarde at The 
Thunderbird; the Ritz Bros. at the 
Flamingo; Carmen Miranda at 
Hotel El Rancho Vegas; and Ina 
Ray Hutton at the Last Frontier. 


Last week the show lineup 
included Benny Goodman _ and 
his troupe ($6,000 item) at the 


Flamingo, along with Pinky Lee, 
comedian; Nick & Taylor, cute 
ex-Katherine Dunham mixed pair 
of dusky ballet terpers; and a line 
called the 8 Lucky Girls (Mitzi 
Bruggen’s). Goodman’s bandshow 
included Buddy Greco who made 
good conversation of their coinci- 
dental BG initialing, proving a 
good foil for the rather solemn 
maestro; Terry Swope, 


who looks 


cluding a Dizzy Gillespie takeoff in 
characteristic tam and goggles. Bill 
Robinson is slated to follow Good- 
man, 
here are Connee Boswell, Tony 


Martin, Louis Armstrong, Dean 
Martin & Jerry Lewis, Jerry Les- 
ter, Benny Fields, Lena Horne, 


Johnny Johnston, Danny Thomas, 
Harry James and Harry Richman. 
Hildegarde’s Click 

They’re still talking around the 


blonde 
songstress; Wardell Gray, colored 
saxer with the band; the Clarina- 
ders; and a personality drummer 
like Mickey Rooney. 
Goodman ran the jazz cavalcade 
from BG to BB (Before Bop), in- 


and upcoming _ headliners | 


is on the scene to refurbish 
routines constantly. 
Coming in with Laine to El 


Rancho Vegas are Clifford Guest, 
Rochelle & Beebe, plus the Moro 
'Dancers, with the Hayes band 
holding over. 
Harry Carroll & Co. 

Harry Carroll & Polly Baker, his 
wife, a very promising comedienne 
'who reminds of Joan Davis in 
| personality and manner of work- 
|ing, were caught at the Last Fron- 
| tier. The’ veteran 
lentertainer comes on with a 
fanfare to “Chasing 
“Trail of the Lone- 
and other of his 


| good 
Rainbows,” 

some Pine” 
| song hits. 
partner-wife cuts up. 


‘ing the Billy deWolfe routine | 
/about a corny nitery, by permis- | 
|sion or otherwise, Miss Baker! 


| should announce the source, be- 


cause it’s been so well identified | 
with the Paramount studio come- 
dian when he first did his stuff at 
the late lamented Rainbow Room 
in N. Y. Besides which, Miss 
Baker doesn’t need to be a copy 
act; she’s very funny dame on 
her own. Eddie Rogers is the 
regular band. Paul Regan, mimic, 
headlines; Perry Franks & Janyce 
click with their ballet taps, he 
making it look almost too easy; and 
John Verdaguer, French novelty 
juggler and fiddler, works on a lad- 
| der. 
tel has a very satisfying show. 
While Regan is headlined tech- 
nically, actually Carroll-Baker are 
the show’s hit and rate the top 
billing. 

The Last Frontier was one of 
the first of the de luxe hostelries. 
The Kiwanians meet here. It’s the 
site of the famed Little Church of 
the West, hence a popular Gretna 
Green, as is all of La Vegas for 
all faiths. Justices of the Peace 
and others authorized to officiate 
at nuptials have their places lit up 
in neon, with billing like the 
marquee of the Roxy, heralding 24- 
hour service, day and night, ready 
to tie the knot in package deals in- 
icluding license, witnesses, min- 
| ister, flowers, honeymoon accom- 
modations ’n’ everything. Reason 
for this is that the courthouse is 
| always on 24-hour call, hence avail- 
(able at all unconventional hours to 
issue the necessary legal papers 
and the like. 

The Last Frontier, despite the 





songwriter- | 


He’s at the piano as his | 
If she’s do-| 


Altogether, this old-line ho- | 


which, like Miami and Miami tically-conceived scene. 
Beach, differs from Las Vegas, be-; Adults in this mild drama 
ing a separately incorporated com-|jnclude Gloria Henry, Stephen | 


munity. Hannagan’s Ken Frogley 


proposed to glamorize N. Las Ve- | 


gas by renaming it June, Nev.—so 
that everyone could say “I was 
married in June,” regardless of the 
month—but that proposal has been 
politely tabled by the city fathers 
for future reference. That it was 


tied in with Warners’ “June Bride” | 


(Bette Davis) pic -perhaps won't 
further that idea. 
Croupiers’ Fancy Pay 


Polite but firm entrepreneurs of 
i the casinos tell you that their crou- 


piers are honest for a simple eco- | 


nomic reason—theirs is no seasonal 


job; it’s a 365-days-per-year en- 
gagement. And at $20 to $30 per 
day. “That’s an executive’s pay, | 


so why should they be silly and | 


try monkeyshines,’ observes one 
gambling impresario.” 
There are occasional reports that 


certain houses’ machines are 
“luckier” than the others. The 
slot-machines, they aver, are 


geared for a 16% edge, and the $1 
machines for “only an 8% edge”; 
i. e., 92c out of every dollar to the 
player. However, it seems that the 
higher the gauge the tougher it is 
to hit ’em, but that may be a cycle. 


It seems that luck runs oftener on | 


the penny—yes, they have ’em for 
l1c—nickel, dime and 25c machines, 
ithan with the 50c and $1 one- 
armed bandits. Incidentally, it’s 
said that the penny slot-machines 
pay the nut of the Golden Nugget, 
for example, per day. 


investment in less than two years. 
The Flamingo, of course, is the 


fabulous hostelry put up by the 
Present oper- 
ators seem a conservative enough 
comprising Moe Sedway, 
'Gus Greenbaum, Benny Goffstein 
(who used to be a circulation and 
| promotion man for Hearst in the 
and Abe Shiller, ex-Ciro’s 
| (Hollywood) p.a., handles press re- 


late Bugsy Siegel. 


| group, 


| east), 


lations. All spots are set up with 
|p.a.s. and all go in for giveaway 
| gimmicks. of novelties, ornate 


| glasses, lighters, etc., with their 
While no 
Billingsleys, their 


trademarked insignia. 
‘road company 
| generosity is on a mass-production 
‘basis. They are fast men with a 
buck or a drink; silly women who 
| gripe over ill luck at the machines 
are given handful of “lucky” quar- 


Latter is | 
said to have recouped its $2,000,000 | 


Dunne, John Litel, Ann Doran and 


try valiantly with little success. 
Young Donaldson, Ronnie Ralph, 
Dwayne Hickman, David Ackles 
and Robert E. Scott make up the 
ang of typical screen juveniles. 
lame is good as the dog. 
Seymour Friedman gives the 
Wallace MacDonald production 
|stock direction. Technical credits 
|are adequate for the small budget. 
Brog. 


| 
i 





The Passionate Friends 


| 

(BRITISH) 

London, Jan. 26. 
| GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Cine- 
| guild (Ronald~Neame) production. Stars 
Ann Todd, Claude Rains, Trevor Howard. 
Directed by David Lean. Screenplay. Eric 
| Ambler, adapted by Lean, Stanley Haynes 
from H. G. Wells’ novel. Camera, Guy 
Green, Oswald Morris; editor, Geoffrey 
Foot; music, Richard Addinsell. At Odeon, 
London, Jan. 26, 49. Running time, 91 


MINS, 
DE ys 9.648 do gabdonsedos ds Ann Todd 


Thurston Hall, among others. They | 


in its 


returns to the homestead hoping 
for cash to start a new life. 


The theme unfolds with full 
measure of suspense and a deep 
understanding of the dramatic. 
Parental reverence dominates the 
story in a compelling manner. The 
daughter-in-law is afraid to reveal 
that she has remarried, the wife 
hesitates to reveal that the erring 
son has returned and all these in- 
cidents logically lead up to the 
terrifying tussle between father 
and son, in which the latter falls to 
his death over a balcony. 


This is strong meat, unrelieved 
suspense. Producer Nat 
Bronsten, has: obviously concen- 
trated on the dramatic values and 
has scored 100%. This is by no 
means a flawless pic but it is an 
example of what can be done in a 
British studio on a modest budget. 
The production is. dominated by 


| just a few characters—Sally Gray 


Howard Justin.......4...- Claude Rains 
Steven Stratton........... Trevor Howard 
Pat » So Sh oe cb bee enbn dade cee See | 
Mas Laytem.. .ssvecceces Betty Ann Davies 
SWORD. «2.55 .44eebbea'% Arthur Howard 
Hotel Manager.......... Guido Lorraine 


Hall Porter 
Chambermaid 
Flowerwoman 


160 40ee beers Mareel Poncin 
in eve nia bed Natasha Sokolova 
Helen Burls 
Jean Serrett 


ee 


Emigration Official 


CRArWOMAN......ccccee> Frances Waring 
Bridge Guest.......... Wanda Rogerson 
Pee Wilfred Hyde-White 


tion and an excellent script put 
“The Passionate Friends” in the 
| top rank of class British produc- 


tions. The Cineguild team of David | 


Polished acting, masterly direc- | 


| Lean and Ronald Neame has pro- | 


| duced a worthy successor to “Brief 
Encounter” and it is an intelligent 
entertainment worthy of consid- 
ered support from American audi- 
| ences. 

Eric Ambler’s screenplay takes 
|many liberties with the original 
|H. G. Wells story, on which the 
| pie is based, but he has built up a 
powerful dramatic situation on the 
triangle drama. To all intents and 
purposes there are only three 
| characters who matter, Mary, her 
| husband Howard Justin and her 
| former lover Steven Stratton, who 
|comes back in her life after a 
/nine year absence. 





as the daughter-in-law, Nigel Pat- 
rick as the son, Stephen Murray as 
the father and Beatrice Campbell 
as the second wife. All play their 
parts with clear sympathy and 
definite understanding. Derek 
Farr is smoothly competent as the 
second husband and there are de- 
lightful bits from Seymour Hicks 
and Marie Lohr. Myro. 


Once Upon a Dream 
(British) 


London, Feb. 1. 


GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Sydney 
Box (Antony Darnborough) production. 
Stars Googie Withers, Griffith Jones, Guy 
Middleton. Directed by Ralph Thomas. 
Screenplay, Patrick Kirwan, Victor Ka- 
tona; camera, Jack Cox, Len Harris; edi- 
tor, Jean Barker; music, Manning Sher- 


| win. At Tivoli, London, Feb. 1, 49. Run- 
ning time, 99 MINS, 
Mrs. Carol Gilbert........ Googie Withers 
NE, os 5°. 5 a6 6688-06 US Griffith Jones 
Major Gilbert. ....ccccess. Guy Middleton 
ED en Peer ree Betty Lynne 
NS ee ree ee David Horne 
Registrar’s Clerk........ Geoffrey Morris 
SS Be Raymond Lovell 
DGUNGROGE. .... 0 ceceecedecce Noel Howlett 


| For the first half hour the story | 
|is related by means of a series of | 


| flashbacks, which inclines to some 
| confusion, but it soon settles down 
| straightforward presentation 
_with none of the dramatic effect 
_ being lost in the telling. 

| The three stars carry the picture 
| with 
| Ann 


ih 


-Agnes Lauchlan 
Mirren Wood 


Aunt A@MeS...c.ccccecss 
Conductress 
Capt. Williams 
Vicar 
Vicar’s wife 


nets or ; ee Hubert Gregg 
 eenneewe Maurice Denham 
Mona Washbourne 





This is a little comedy, full of 
simple innuendos, which will make 
small demand on audiences. A 
lightweight piece of entertainment, 
it will get by with patrons at 
ome, but won’t mean a great deal 
to America boxoffice. 


The slender plot is built around 


uiet dignity and restraint.'a woman who dreams she has had 
odd, beautifully gowned, an affair with her husband’s ex- 


fashionable Thunderbird about above is the least musical comedy | ; : ‘, 
Hildegarde’s click, even though of the hotels, although the atmos- {ete dag: Pweg zor nse Pree a 
Anna Sosenko made with the lights phere is picturesque. R. E. Grif- | windup And other gimmicks 
and stopped service. Some of the | fith, the Texas theatre owner, built jeep ‘em up as late as possible 
competition couldn’t see how this this hotel, and the lobby is adorned | Psychology plays the rest “Who 
helps the gambling take, by kill-| with constant reminders, in por-; can pass a table or a slot-machine 
as = gees hours, but or and otherwise, of “our iq resist? 

‘hunderbird management appears | founder.” | , ‘ 
to have been plenty satisfied. | Selling a Resort etna tooe ie Se ee 
Savannah Churchill, light-com-| Las Vegas is staging a smart stunt marks the 100th anniversa of rnd 
plected colored chirper, who re- in trying to sell itself as a resort +49,,¢ and this should wns | he a 
minds of the late Helen Morgan and not as a gambling town. humdinger showwise and “den. 
on looks, heads current show, sur- Steve Hannagan’s boys — Neil wise : 
rounded by the King Odom _ Regan, Ken Frogley and Art Force,|; | .., 
4, Maurice & Maryea, danc- plus a corps of photagraphers—are | The time-honored squawk about 
ers; The Mathis, sensational uni-| headquartered on the scene, aided | Mounting talent costs obtains in 
cycle-juggling act, ex-Ringling Cir-| by Paul Snell, head of the Hanna- | this lush gambling capital, as it 
cus; Olgo, over-strenuous mathe- | gan operation out of Los Angeles. 0es with the smallest-time man- 
matical-mentalist act who is her- They sell it for its ranch life— | 48€YS. However, they recognize 
alded as from London but speaks many Texans fancy this Nevada they must draw the towners from 
his precise English with a Teutonic sector for auxiliary residential “downtown,” hence the big names 
accent; and the Les Parker orch. purposes — for its fishing, for its 47¢ imperative, apart from their 
Odom, who debuted at Le Ruban proximity to the breath-taking @ppeal to the hotel guests. One 
Bleu, N.Y., repeated his click 3,000 Boulder Dam in nearby Boulder | S0lution—they think, but an un- 
miles away from East 56th street. City, for its mesas, its climate— likely one—is that “when we build 
Louis Jordan succeeds Miss Chur- for everything but gambling. our extra wings we'll rely on our 
chill. It’s an exciting city. City slick- Own house guests to stay on the 

Hotel El Rancho Vegas’ new ers make like they're born to the Premises and gamble.” Almost 
show now has Frankie Laine top- Saddle. — The _ boots-and-saddles | every major hostelry is expanding 
lining, but preceding were Abe Sourdoughs look like lammisters' by adding rooms. 
Burrows (with Milton de Lugg), from a Republic they-went-that-| On the subject of rooms, acts are 
Peg-Leg Bates, The Haskells, away set in Gower Gulch (Holly- not boarded. As in Florida, deals 
George Moro’s Dancers (8 gals), wood). The croupiers tell you that do not include suites, which ob- 
and the Carlton Hayes band..Many sourdoughs hold them spell- | tains in many hotels where talent 
Maestro emcees and does an bound in off-hours with fabulous | Plays the downstairs or roofgarden 
authoritative job. Bob Haskell | panhandle-days stories. Many look | boites. 
is typical of certain western like typical Panhandle Petes. One more thing: actors are 
acts who work at convenience. In contrast, Rex Bell, cowboy- known for their gambling predilec- 
He's a_ successful Los 
insurance man but recourses to his western costume store where the hotel-casinos employing them for 
magico routine as fancy moves chaps and chapettes pay a couple two or three-week engagements 
him; his wife, Madeline Haskell, hundred for their chaps-and-spurs think it should be done on the 
who is chief aide, is a looker and fancy dress. Norma Talmadge, | homegrounds. What’s more, the 
lends class to the combo. They Roy Rogers, Hoot Gibson, Miss | situation becomes aggravated if re- 
have an unique routine where an Bow, Gary Cooper and others have ports come back that Joe Headliner 


how - to - do-magic-by-phonograph- or have had ranches here or near | went for his bankroll in the oppo- 


recording-instruction serves as the here. 


] sition joint. That’s not considered 
straight man. The disk talks back! 


The night life isn’t all gambling. | neat in Las Vegas circles. Abel, 


Angeles husband of Clara Bow, runs a smart | tions, but, if they must gamble, the | 


Tises to new heights as the girl aide and wakes up in the morning 
who foreswears love for security | believing it really happened. Sit- 
and wealth. Hers is a flawless por-| yation is developed along more 
, trayal and ranks with the best seen obvious lines and is explicited to 
in British pictures. Claude Rains, | raise a chuckle now and then 
in the role of the bamker husband, F : 
is a model of competence and| Story unfolds with little move- 
Trevor Howard brings vigor and ™ent and the main setting is 
polish to the part of the lover. _an attractive country residence. 
Some sequences are over-drama- Googie Withers and Griffith Jones 
tized but the whole production has Suitably handle the main roles and 
been clearly keyed to the box- Guy Middleton is admirably cast 
office and should reap a harvest in as the husband. Subsidiary char- 
situations which appreciate sophis-| acterization are in the hands of 
ticated British entertainment. experienced players. Myro. 


Myro.. , 
Different Decree . 


. Continued from page 5 jam 

















Silent Dust 
(BRITISH) | 
London, Feb. 1. 


Associated British-Pathe release of In- 











dependent Sovereign if Bronsten) | in excess of the average feature; 
production. Stars Sally Gray, Stephen it is “* i wit’: 
Murray, Derek Farr, Nigel Patrick ot head if it is of outstanding mare 4 
rected by Lance Comfort. Screenplay by or deals with outstanding 01 
Michael Pertwee from play by Michael special subject matter such as 
and Roland Pertwee; camera, Wilkie | ” ief 

Cooper, Robert Day: editor, Lito Car- | Shakesperean drama, brief asks 


ruthers; music, 


Georges Auric. At War- | 
emg pole = € ar-| for an okay to roadshow it. 


Feb. 1, *49. Running time, 


ae Saxe, ' a To avoid the general ban against 
ngela 0 A ee ee ally Gray "iC e. j > anies as 
Robert Rawley.,....... Stephen Murray price-fixing, three ages ela er 
| Maxwell Oliver............. Derek Farr | the court to permit insertion © 
[ee pod Lee eeeees 7 hoe Patrick _admission prices “for the sole pur- 
Lord Clandon............. Seymour Hicks | Pose of enabling such defendants 
i & REDEED. oo + comes awit Marie ohr | to compute their .film_ rental. 
pe eeesebeceeee cosens v F : “ ¥ 
PUM. dp occk cond than) «4s James. Hayter | Franchises made “for the sole pur- 
Zereman os +6 Bos Sean George Woodbridge | pose of enabling such exhibitors 
im | Forever ererr er ere ni | : ; 
pu leeeiecee epee Irene Handi tO operate theatres in competion 
Gate GUNG os pies hoinss ove te den Maria Var | with theatres in that area” would 





not be illegal. 
| Uniform clearance reasonable as 


as a motion picture subject. Its ‘© time and area which has been 
translation to’ celluloid sives the arrived at by independent nego- 
original greater movement and tiations would not be declared in- 
wider canvas and with its tense| Valid. Finally, brief asks that se 
dramatic theme should prove aj be held proper for a distrib to rent 
creditable boxoffice success in| his pix “to secure the longest me 
Britain. So far as American audi-| possible consistent with sound 


Roland and Michael Pertwee’s 
_play “The Paragon” was a natural 


ences are concerned, its greatest! business policy on any run in any 
| weakness is in its lack of marquee competitive area.” 
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Walter Wanger’s tremendous saga of the 
Southwest's black gold empire! 


“TULSA® 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 
Starring SUSAN HAYWARD, ROBERT PRESTON, PEDRO ARMENDARIZ 


3 ™. } ae : 3 


ce ae oe Co-starring Arlene Oc d Richard Hort 
wee eneseneccvoncoveness 





















econo seccecssevcvenens 


%: 





The world-loved story told in joyous music, color, fun! 


“ALICE IN WONDERLAND" 


in new ANSCO COLOR! 
A Lou Bunin Production, combining Live Action 
and World-Famous Animated Figures! 





zs | @0e2000000000 0000086 
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Starting Anton Wal 
seeseveresoveveses 


“A wacky frolic! Hilarious!’’—N. Y. Daily News 
HEDY LAMARR and ROBERT CUMMINGS in 


“LET'S LIVE A LITTLE 


A United California Production 





“THE BIG CAT’ ; 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 


Great outdoors drama with Peggy Ann Garner, 
Lon McCallister, Preston Foster, Skip Homeier 








“A fine comedy! Racy and lusty dialog 
and situations!’’—Daily Variety 


Starring Googie Withers, Glynis Johns, 

Griffith Jones, John McCallum 

A J. Arthur Rank Presentation 

PYUTUETITETI 
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PLUS MORE GREAT PRODUCTIONS ‘Tre J. ARTHUR RANK Organization! 


“Mr. Perrin and Mr. Traill”..."Blanche Fury,”Color by TECHNICOLOR..."Don’t Take 
it To Heart’’...“Waterloo Road’’..."Sleeping Car To Trieste’”..."Broken Journey” 
..."Searaband,” Color by TECHNICOLOR, and “it Always Rains On Sunday.” 





4 “RED RYDER" Action WESTERNS IN CINECOLOR! 
With JIM BANNON as the NEW ‘RED RYDER’. 


From the great McNought syndicated comic strip, by special arrangement with Stephen Shesioger 
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Clips from Film Row 
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NEW YORK 


RKO’s three divisional sales 





‘who handled part of city along with 
Erie, will concentrate on latter. 


chiefs are on the road to spark turned to Pittsburgh from West 
Coast, where a Fox manager, 


‘ inet +° 
ir eran tee : Fesntta joined Ben Stahl as a sales rep for 
sales drive. Walter E. Branson, ‘Theatrical Enterprises. 


western manager, with his aide) Steve Rodnok, Jr., manager of 


Vince Josack, who recently re-' 


back with the local organization as 
a salesman. 

French Miller, of St. Louis Mon- 
ogram sales staff, moved over to 
Paramount exchange, vice How 
Howard, who resigned to go into 
another line of biz. 

Fred Wehrenberg bedded in St. 
Anthony’s hospital here. : 

Missouri exhibitors and their at- 
torneys will buddle th Jefferson 
City, Mo., and find some way to 
repeal an informer law enacted in 
| 1859. Ancient law provides for 
fines of not more than $5,000, with 
theatre owner facing possibility of 


Wotta Diff 2 


share of United Artists—which 





uation then was well over twice 


now than then. 


ber. 


Harry Gittleson, will touch Mil-' 


waukee, Minneapolis, Seattle and 
Portland. Eastern chief Nat Levy 
and assistant Frank Drumm are 
staging meets in Buffalo, Detroit 
and Cleveland. Charles Boasberg, 
north-south chief, with Carl Pep- 
percorn, hits Charlotte, Atlanta 
and New Orleans. 

Eagle Lion’s distribution veepee 
William J. Heineman and general 
sales manager L. Jack Schlaifer 
polished off a two-day sales meet 
yesterday (Tues.) in New Orleans. 
The conclave was second in a se- 
ries of four regionals which EL 
sales biggies are conducting fol- 
lowing close of a deal whereby the 


Oaks and Lehigh theatres, flew to 
St. Petersburg, Fla., to handle | 
opening publicity for his sister’s 
new cocktail lounge. 

Donald Chaban, former RKO 
booker and for several years Screen 
Guild salesman in Washington, re- 
turned to Pittsburgh. 

Leo Gottlieb, U city salesman in 
Cleveland for seven years, named 
manager of Film Classics exchange 
here, succeeds Hymie Wheeler, who 
becomes Screen Guild salesman. 

Joe Finch is new pilot of WB 
Ritz theatre, New Kensingston, 
having been transferred from Cap- 
itol, Steubenville, O. 

U officials planning busy two-day 


| former statute, covering size of 





losing his right to operate. In- 
| if Miss Pickford insisted, as she 

theatre aisles, affects nearly 90% | 

of theatres in Missouri. notes of UA providing payments 

over a five-year period against o 

At-the end of that time the bala 





| 
LE —————— | 

* . | 
Krim Points =|} 
’———_ Continued from page 7 


facilitate getting product. 
ments to Miss Pickford, control 
in light of the notes she held. 
An interesting angle was that 
cash to the extent that negotiator 
less than the $4,500,000 that the 


gross better than $1,250,000 while | 
“Deal” would do about $1,000,000. 
Boston Bank’s B. R. 


Financial arrangements have 


been closed with the First National and the whole deal blew. 


—— 


Years Make 


Charles Chaplin’s reported demand for $2,700,000 for his 507 


would put the valuation of the 


company at $5,400,000—makes an interesting comparison with the 
$12,000,000 which the (Si) Fabian-(Serge) Semenko (First Bank of 
Boston) syndicate was offering two years ago. 


Although the vai- 
what it is now, the company from 


a profit standpoint—at the moment, anyhow—is actually better off 
With costs pared to the minimum and excellent 
returns from “Red River,” UA has been in the black since Septem- 


Terms of the Fabian offer, never before revealed, would have 
given Chaplin $4,500,000 and Mary Pickford $5,000,000. However, 


was doing, on $7,500;000 for her 


share, Fabian and Semenko offered $2,000,000 in cash, plus senior 


of $4,000,000 in equal segments 
ne-half of the profits each year. 
nce became due. The syndicate 


also obligated itself to provide $5,000,000 in working capital to 
If there was any default in the pay- 


of the company reverted to her 


Miss Pickford was to get added 
s could convince Chaplin to take 
syndicate offered for his share. 


They had him down to $4,000,000 when Miss Pickford pulled out 





Bank of Boston “for full produc- 





schedule here Feb. 15-16 for Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Jr., when he comes 
to town to drum up interest in his 
“The Fighting O’Flynn.” It will 
open at Harris simultaneously with 
his visit. 

William R. Evans, Osage, W. Va., 
exhib for more than 25 years, is 


company takes on most of David 
O. Selznick’s product. Sendoff 
meet was held last week in N. Y. 
Charles S. Goetz, formerly with 
United Artists, Paramount and 
Warners, last week joined George 
Roth’s Four Continent Films in an 
executive capacity. Through the 


(ed .,. retiring from business, having 
a a psa oy a transferred his Evans theatre to 
ures an 0 we _ Durward Coe and Louis Stuler, | 


will distribute a number of Brit- 
ish imports including “Appoint- 
ment With Crime,’ “Woman to 
Woman’’ and “The Agitator.” 
Team also handles North Ameri- 
can distribution of “Nanook of the | 
North” and George McCall’s 
“Street Corner.” 

Twentieth - Fox sales manager 
Andy W. Smith, Jr., in Chicago 
for series of huddles with sales 
personnel on forthcoming product 
deals and the results of the present 
sales drive. Due back at the home- 
office next Monday (14). 


PITTSBURGH 


Probst 


owners of the Sky-Vue drive-in at 
Carmichaels, Pa. 





CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


Theatre Owners of North and 
South Carolina, who gathered here 
last week for their 37th annual 


tions on the exhibition of salaci- 
ous pictures and made a plea to 
producers not to sell old product 
to television stations. These oldies, 
the exhibs charged, long ago were 
| paid for by theatre men. 


Speakers at the closing session 
were Gael Sullivan, exec director 
Bill upped from head | of 
versal, with Jimmy Coyne succeed- 
ing to his old berth. Warren Wur- 


Harvey of Clover, S.C., 
dock, formerly Lowrie on North- 


convention, urged tighter restric- | 


tion during the calendar year,” 
EL’s chief said. Actual number of , 
| films shot on the lot will vary from | 
10 to 20, depending on several fac- 
tors including the number of es 5 
deals inked. “We are not going to tar tees cea 
make any films which could be veaniee 27 “ 7 = ip - 
hazardous in the present market,” | vantageous terms on second money. 
he added. | 
Krim declared that projected 
domestic revenues for the — 
i e : anc : : ; ‘ 
nae en oY aiken another | VeTy little indie production around, 
film to our releasing schedule _as | they’ve been competing strongly to 
[presently set up.” ra the = | get producers to work on their lots 
five weeks, he said, EL’s weekly | py offering financing. Nassours 
take has hit above $300,000 while have iaae weeidale with Hunting- 
the break-even figure is $260,000. | ton Hartford, A&P Stores heir, on 
As for production outlays, “We | 4 deal by which he’d make a $5,- 
have dropped our ceiling consider- 000,000 revolving fund available to 
a oy ona ty hp hg Sime them to finance UA producers. 
|““We have found that cos S , ee 
| bears no relation to their gross. It | ace ig ys ce a = 
| has given us a new approach to the | DIS Studio, Is guara g 
cost problem.” Several films made 
| for $350,000 did over $1,250,000, he 
|added, while others which cost 











to Nassour is both of them are stu- 
dio operators (and related). With 


|}and thus bears ultimate responsi- 
bility for the success of the pix. 


| a the TOA and Herman Levy,| $1,200,000 did not garner more | UA must approve the packages, of | 
booker to office manager at Uni- | general counsel of the same or-| than $700,000. 
ganization. Delegates elected J. B.| “Req Shoes.” J. Arthur Rank’s 


prez of | Saw eaftal TL i show- 
TONSC, while George Carpenter ballet epic which EL is roadshow 


|course, but Hughes has no ap- 
proval, since his money is guaran- 
|teed. Hughes put up the coin as 
| second-money financing in return 


side, added to booking staff. Pete of Valdese, N. C., retiring prexy, | ing in the U. S., will clear $3,000." | to, reacquisition of three films he 


Quiter, ex-office manager, named 


! named first 
city salesman and Red Silverberg, 


was 














fith was reelected sec-treas. 
Horace McGregor 





‘ice here. 


REGINA, SASK. 








New York Theatres 





veepee. H. D. 


Hearn, of Charlotte, becomes sec- | . : 
ond veepée, and Mrs. Walter Grif- Spinich -which “may lead to. ie 


appointed | ; 
| manager of National Screen Serv- | Alexander Korda to which DOS/_ 


Word from Producer Samuel G. 


000 in distrib rentals, Krim said. 


He is still conducting talks with | 244 given UA for release. 


If the Rooney-Stiefel deal re- 
“Jennie” | Mains intact, there will be $420,- 
left in the Hughes fund. 


|company also handling 
‘and “The Fallen Idol,” film of Sir | 000 
| has U. S. rights. PSA a al 

Krim returns to the Coast dur-| 


main aaa Nassers & Nassours 
week, 


As if Hollywood didn’t have 
enough troubles, confusion 
over the Nassour and the Nas- 











UA Fee Too Much for Indies 


——— (ontinued from page 4 


Angle of the switch from Nasser | 


| Hughes the return of his $600,000 _ 


storring ING RID 





Engel is that 20th-Fox will bring 


f |a crew here this summer to do lo- 
;/cauion material on a production. | 
;| City council at Yorkton, Sask., |} 


)amended the amusement tax law | 
| to impose a 10% tax on admissions 


ser brothers has cropped up. 
What’s more, both pairs of 
brothers own studios, both dis- 
tribute through United Artists, 
both are offering production 


Exhib Denies 


i————- Continued from page 7 aaa 








intention of branching out with 











. putants may buy the other out or 
buy off the commitment to UA. 





Rooney Ordered to Work 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Mickey Rooney was ordered by 
Rooney-Stiefel Corp. to report for 
work in “Quicksand” at the Motion 
Picture Centre Feb. 21 or else. The 
actor has been feuding with his 
production partner, Sam. Stiefel, 
and has been talking a deal to 
make a picture for the King Bros. 

Stiefel declared Rooney is tied 
up with a seven-year contract to 
R-S Corp., and that the company 
purchased the “Quicksand” yarn 
iat his request. It was one of the 
\three pictures ratified recently by 
jthe United Artists board. 

Rooney’s attorneys filed notice 
on the Rooney-Steifel Corp. that 
Mickey’s player contract with that 
organization is not valid and that 
any effort to enforce it will be 
resisted in the courts. 

Sam Bischoff figures he’s saving 
$200,000 through a deal to make 
“Mrs. Mike” for United Artists re- 
lease at the Nassour Studios. Nas- 
sour Brothers will participate in 
| financing of the $1,400,000 film. 

Bischoff is dickering with David 
O. Selznick for Betsy Drake as 
femme lead. Dick Powell is set 
as male lead. He’s also diciering 
for Delmer Daves to direct. Pic 
rolls March 1 at Sun Valley. 





$92,000 Blaze at Hamilton, Mo. 
Kansas City, Feb. 8. 
Fire razed a block of buildings in 





BERGMAN 


| over 2c, 
R. G. Smyth, 


A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION | 
; Odeon theatres 


formerly with 
COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR : CAST OF THOUSANDS 


in Winnipeg, 


WRPPERD STRUDWICK - HURD HATFIELD. GENE LOCKMART « Jonn EMER? 
 PeTORGE COULOU h toon) manager. 


CHICAGO 


Essaness theatre circuit tdkes 
over operation of Willard, south 
side Negro house, which has been 
leased by Moe Wells for last dec- 
acc. 

Robert Glick, formerly assistant 
manager at RKO Palace, joins Al- 
|liance circuit as manager. 

Censor board reported viewing 
1.215 films last year, making 407 
cuts, and hitting a new low with 
only 12 pictures rejected, majority 
_ being foreign product. Tagged 50 
“for adults only.” 

George Booth, son of Jim Booth 
of Lubliner and Booth circuit, 
joins Milwaukee Metro staff. 

_ Censor board banned Film Clas- 
sic’s “The Judge,” and put “adults 
only” ticket on “This Was a 





TICHARD DAY + director of photegrephy JOSEPH VALENTINE, A S.C. | 
Produced by WALTER WANGER Directed by VICTOR FLEMING & | 


arevented by SIERRA PICTURES, Inc. + relecred by RKO RADIO PICTURES 


VICTORIA 


BROADWAY & 46th ST 











MIDNIGHT Featuae 
wien 


PARAMOUNT 











Gregory Peck Richard Widmark Anne Baxter 


“YELLOW SKY”’ 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
ON STAGE DANNY KAYE 
ROX Y 7th Ave. & 
50th st. ———— 


(U). 

Depositions are being taken in 
anti-trust suit of Towne theatre 
Milwaukee. 

Stewart McKay joined sales staff 
of RKO exchange. 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 





Reckefeller Center | ——— | 
ie | 

‘ Jeanne —— jie peewee. t ST. LOUIS 

h LETTER l() THREE WIVES” + Charles Ferris sold his Photo | EL.” 

+ Play, Lovington, Ill., to James! 

Kirk Douglas - Paul Douglas - Jeffrey Lyen~ Simpson and becomes manager of | 

A 20th Century-Fox Picture | Fox Midwest house in Jacksonville, | 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION «4 J]]. 





— —-~— 





New 600-seater in Grayville, Tl... 
to replace the Premier, which was 
destroyed by fire last April, is near- 
‘ing completion. Turner-Farrar cir- | 
cuit of Harrisburg, IIl., owns a new 
house. 
®| Having recovered from a major 
f operation, Maury Davis, owner of 





BARRYL F. ZARUCK presents 
OLIVIA de HAVILLAND 


the Sna ke Pi { 
Directed by Produced 


ome 40 ict di 
ANATOLE LITWAK « AMATOLE LITVAK & ROGERT BASSLER “en a strict diet. 


PIVOL!I | 


named Broadway theatre (Saska- | 


“| pix, 


Woman” (20th) and “Criss-Cross’” | 


B the Will Rogers, St. Louis, is now © harness it into the regular ex- 


Sol Hankins, who resigned as danger that the American people 
| Manager of local Monogram ex-, Will develop into a nation of stay- 
change for a stint in Omaha, is at-homes. 


theatre acquisitions. “‘We are stick- 
ing to the production-distribution 
end of the business,” he said. 
Krim reported that since EL 
| was organized as a distrib com- 
pany two years ago its income has | 
| been steadily mounting. Revenues | 
in 1948 exceeded those in 1947 by | 
65% and there has been no four- | 
_week period in the company’s his- 
'tory which grossed less than the | 
previous four weeks. Krim said his 
company has been operating on 
the profit side of the ledger since 
last summer. | 
EL will continue its current 
policy of handling medium-budget 
such as “T-Men,” “Canon 


financing deals to indies, and 
both have done some produ- 
cing on their own. Add to all 
that the fact that they are re- 
lated by marriage and the co- 
incidences seem to have no 
end. Both families are of Sy- 
rian origin, too. 

William and Edward Nas- 
sour own the Nassour Studio, 
which they organized in 1945. 
James Edward and George 
Nasser organized Nasser Bros. 
Productiors in 1945 and ac- 
quired the General Service 
Studios in 1947. They had 
bro important California eir- 
X, P anon; cuit operators (United Cali- 
City” and “He Walked By Night. fornia circuit and T.& D.) for 

We are not striving to turn out many years prior to their in- 
| artistic successes,” Krim said in | terest in production. 

| pointing up the company’s bread- 

| and-butter pix which have grossed 
| over $1,300,000 apiece. Bischoff was to get $200,000 and 
Krim laid to rest reports that | R-S $180,000 and Nasser was seek- 
|the Aga Khan was behind any fi- | Ing a third producer. 

/nancial deal with his company. EL, Split between Rooney and Stiefel 
only has a straight foreign distrib | has left UA without definite word 
|pact with the Khan’s company, | as to whether or not “Quicksand” 
Gamma Films, which is currently | will be made. George Bagnall, 
‘opening exchanges in Switzerland, UA’s veepee in charge of produc- 
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not be associated with that com-| the film will be lensed for UA re- 
| pany, but it is not involved in any | lease. This type commitment with 


: os |no penalty clause if it is not made. 
Regarding television, Krim said! It merely prevents the producer 
EL has no intention of selling any | from making it for anyone else. | 
pictures to TV ouilets “in order UA has held such a commitment 
to protect its interests in reg- | for several years now, for instance, 
ular exhibition channels.” Pinan- from Armand Deutsch for “This | 
Ski viewed video’s competition Side of Innocence,” which was to | 
with theatres as a passing phase | have been made from the Taylor | 
that would leave the film industry Caldwell novel. Deutsch doesn’t | 
more or less intact. There is a, want to make the pic for UA and is 
great possibility for the film indus- | prevented from making it for any | 
try in TV, Pinanski said, if they other distrib, so is being penalized 
in effect by depreciation of the) 
value of the property. Similarly, | 
Stiefel-Rooney may take a loss in 
the outlay for the “Quicksand” 
|property or one of the other dis-| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


hibition scheme but there’s no 


| France and Germany. The Aga tion, holds a signed commitment | 
Khan, Krim said, “may or may from the Rooney-Stiefel Corp. that | 


domestic financial business with indie producers, however, provides 


Hamilton, Mo., Feb. 3, including 
the Artilla, 450-seater owned by 
Harry Till. Loss was estimated at 
$92,000. Till is seeking temporary 
quarters in which to carry on un- 
‘til arrangements can be made for 
replacing the Artilla. 


| Always -- 
THE SHOWMAN’'S FRIEND 
in L04 Angeles 


500 Modern Rooms 
with bath and radio 


“Foremost on the Coast” 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL 


Fifth at Spring @ Los Angeles 
FRANK WALKER, General Manager 
Formerly at Olmsted, Cleveland, O. 
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OUTDOOR Now Specializing 
in Refreshment 


REFRESHMENT 
CONCESSIONAIRES 


from Coast to Coast Service for 








SPORTSERVICE, Inc. s1coas AROS 
HURST BLDG. BUFFALO, N. ¥. 
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Applicants for AM Stations Starting 
To Bow Out in Droves in Wake Of 
TV Upsurge, Easing Load of FCC 





Washington, Feb. 8. + 


Skyrocket speed of video devel- | 
opment, plus the long wait for | 


cumbersome machinery of govern- | 
ment to grind out station permits, | 
is causing a sizable number of AM | 
applicants to call it quits. Quite a 
few others are wondering whether 
to go through with plans to enter 
the standard or FM broadcast field. 

Problem of keeping pace with 
the heavy increase in applications 
for stations has been baffling the 





Federal Communications Commis- 
sion for some time. A recent pro- 
posal to institute a panel system in 


an effort to expedite processing 
doesn’t find favor in Senate Inter- 
state Commerce Committee which, 
in a subcommittee report last 
month, saw it as a bypassing of full 
Commission responsibility. How- 
ever, the Committee recognized 
need of a system to speed up cur- 
rent backlog of cases which, it was 
told, represents as much as 15 
months’ work. 

A lot of television has come 
along in 15 months, while appli- 
cants for just plain radio stations 
have been waiting (and tieing up 
cash) for the Commission to move. 
The longer the wait, the faster 


‘Ozzie and Harriet’ Set 
To Move Back to CBS In 
April Instead of Fall 


Everything is now set for “Ozzie 
and Harriet” 
back to CBS at 6:30 Sunday night, 
starting April 3, instead of waiting 
until next fall. CBS has already 
received the order from O&H’s 
sponsor, International Silver, to 
take over the time currently oc- 
cupied by Coca-Cola’s Spike Jones 
show. 

Jones appears headed for the 
Saturday night 8:30 segment on 
CBS, with the sustainer ‘Philip 
Marlowe,” being moved to a new 
time. Only difficulty remaining to 
be ironed out is rerouting the 
‘Jones band tour of one-nighters to 
permit for the new broadcasting 
time. It had previously been re- 





to move from NBC | 








| 





| 
| 
| 


KLZ NEWS EDITOR | 





JIM BENNETT 
A former newspaper man and 
radio news writer, Bennett rates 
tops with fans who like his brisk, 
lively copy and news announcing. 


KLZ, DENVER. 


Bristol-Myers 


Show Switch — 
Looms in Fall 








vamped when Jones was moved | 


from 10:30, Friday night, to 6:30, 
Sunday. 

CBS, for one, is happy about 
the switch, not only about recap- 
turing the International Silver biz, 


Seaee cheat an — en but because it feels that the O&H 
plicant - beveuses about going situation comedy is more of 

through with his station. Besides natural to precede the Jack Benny 
he can’t be sure of action in 15 enre=. 


Atlass, Halpren s 





Finds Picture Has Changed 
For instance, last week an ap- 
plicant who filed for a daytime sta- 

tion in Hyattsville, Md. (suburb of | 

Washington) fn September of 1946 | 

held this week (a decision on which! Two groups representing local 
would have come along in perhaps ' and Chicago capital are still dick- 
another six months. The applicant, | ering for purchase of KLAC here. 
Dale C. Crowley, told the FCC that Nate Halpren, former assistant to 
during the long period of time that CBS prexy Frank Stanton, de- 


longer and other circumstances 
decided to withdraw, even though | 
had elapsed his personal affairs ¢jareqd on his return from Frisco 


May change. 
a hearing on the case was to be} Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
had materially changed and, in ad- ‘that his backers are radio and 


dition, he believed “the need for | picture people but declined to re- | 


|veal their identites. 


(Continued on page 40) 
; | Competing with Halpren for the 
'radio station sook expected to pass 


CBS Hesitates on Shift | to Warners ownership are Ralph 
Of Elgin-American Marx (cago and ‘Minneapolis, and Ben 


| Lindeheimer, Chicago sportsman- 

Show to Follow Crosby | caritaiist. Contingency deals are 

. ‘ |}sought until FCC okays sale of 
Elgin-American, the compact|three Thackrey properties here 





Bristol-Myers, which sponsors | 
the brace of Wednesday night 
NBC shows, “Duffy’s Tavern” and 
\“Mr. District Attorney,” is re- 
ported contemplating a switchover 
to either'CBS or ABC next season. 
The contemplated B-M strategy 
supports the growing belief that, 
|come September, radio will prob- | 
|ably witness the greatest upheaval | 
\in commercial programming | 
| (switchovers, cancellations, talent 
| retirement, etc.) on record. 
| To mention but a few, the °49- 
/°50 status of Fred Allen and Al 
| Jolson is in doubt, both threaten- 
|ing to scram out of radio. “Ozzie 
land Harriet’ is CBS-bound, as is 
‘Red Skelton. No one knows yet 
where Phil Harris-Alice Faye will 
| wind up (they don’t like the Amos 
'n’ Andy competition from CBS), 
and BBD&O agency may yank its 
“Sam Spade” off CBS. And, of 
course, Bing Crosby and Edgar 
Bergen check in with Bill Paley’s 
Columbia in the fall. 

While 


FCC Biding Time on Giveaways As 


Stations Do Some Private ‘Policing 


+ Washington, Feb. 8. 





‘Stop the Music’ Due For 
Lengthy Stay on the Air 
Despite Any FCC Action 


Regardless of whether the Fed- | 


eral Communications Commission 
rules that telephonic giveaways are 
illegal and must be taken off the 
air, it’s a certainty that ABC’s 
“Stop the Music” will go on undis- 
turbed and pile up its Hoopers 
for perhaps a couple more sea- 
sons. 


ABC has already served notice | 


that it intends to fight any re- 
verse decision right down the line 
via the courts. And in such an 
eventuality, it’s considered in- 
evitable that the litigation will tie 
up final action for perhaps two 
seasons or more. And by that 
time it’s deemed likely that the 
current giveaway rage may have 
passed its peak. 

FCC decision has been pending 
for some months and latest word 


from Washington is that a Com- | 


mission declaration of policy will 
be forthcoming in either March or 
April. 


Heidt's ‘Iffy 





Sun. at 7 Status 


Future status of Horace Heidt 
and his occupancy of Sunday at 7 
on NBC as opposition to Jack 
Benny’s top Hooperated show is 
very “iffy” at the moment. NBC 
spent approximately $125,000 to 
ballyhoo the “youth takes over” 
format built around the Heidt 
ascendancy to take over when 
|Benny switched networks, but thus 
|far it has spelled disaster for both 
|the Heidt program and the net- 
| work. 
| When Heidt’s Philip Morris 
'show occupied the Sunday night 


outfit which sponsors the tape-| and in Frisco. It is understood the | 


with Bristol-Myers still has anoth- | opposition, it was riding high with | 
er full season (through °49-’50) to a 17 Hooper. Within five weeks it | 
go, and his attempt to sell his| has been whittled down by the | 
“Duffy” package for $20,000 a| Benny opposition to its. present | 
week doesn’t commence until such | 9.6 rating, representing a drop of | 
time, B-M figures it may get a 1.6 over the previous (Jan. 15) 
better shake next season by join- rating. 

ing Crosby Wednesday nights on| There is a clause in the Heidt 
CBS or bracketing its brace of contract which permits him to 
shows with the Wednesday comedy vamp the 7 o’clock picture after 


recorded Groucho Marx show 0M! price tag on KLAC is $350,000, | talent lineup on ABC. 
ABC, has put in an application | Halpren declined to say whether | 





with CBS for a moveover of the | pis group i ; in | 
i p is also interested in ee 
comedy quiz program to a Colum- KyA, Frisco, which is included in| FM Time Sales Clinic 


(Continued on page 42) 











| have announced they are dropping | 
all plans for a merger. Discussions 
for a possible merger of the two 
stations had been under way for 


Officials of KCBC and KIOA | 


Set for N. Y. to Prove 
Medium’s Here to Stay 


Washington, Feb. 8. 

FMA will hold its first FM time 
sales clinic in New York April 1 
'“to fill in some of the blanks in 
current thinking and appreciation 
| of FM coverage and its effective- 
| ness as a Sales-producing medium.” 
| FMA prexy William E. Ware said 
| he hopes to present up-to-date re- 
| perts from rural areas, as well as 
|from urban centers, on progress 
FM “has been quietly making 
while everyone’s. attention has 
been focused on the expensive TV 
sideshow. 

“We don’t happen to believe,” 
he added, “that anything as mod- | 
| ern as FM-radio or as reliable as 
the human ear is going to become 
| obsolete, even if people’s eyes do 
become distended while watching 
| for the promises of television.” 











13 weeks. It is considered a cer- 
tainty that he’ll step out and prob- 
ably return to his old time. All of 
which poses a new problem and 
promotional campaign for NBC. 


Reports that Philip Morris was 
| planning to cancel Heidt altogeth- 
er are entirely unfounded, say 
| both the web and the Biow agency, 
handling the show for the client. 


COKE RENEWS DOWNEY 
IN CHANGE OF HEART 


Coca Cola, which has been doing 
lots of radio retrenching in prep- 
aration for its sponsorship of Ed- 
gar Bergen in the fall, has appar- 
ently had a change of heart about 
Morton Downey. Plan was to scrap 
the Downey 15-minute late night 
NBC program, along with the 
Percy Faith-Jane Froman musical 
on CBS and the transcribed “Clau- 
dia” package which is sold to sta- 
tions locally. 


But the coke company, on the 














which found Downey endowed with 
a loyal audience, has decided to 





Future Whiting Stints 


renew for another cycle. Mean- 
while, the company is planning to 


basis of a survey it conducted | 








bia Wednesday night period. This 
Bing Crosby, as prevails this sea- | 
son on ABC. 
While Columbia would welcome | FORD DEALERS T0 GIVE 
as to the client auspices, feeling 
that the account isn’t big enough : 
With Fred Allen scramming ra- 
a 52-week basis, the only condi- |dio end of the current season, his 
accept the business. That would | definitely plan to give up the NBC 
hike Elgin-American’s budget to | Sunday night time. When and if 
spends for its 26-week ride on it will be for television. 
ABC. Allen’s sponsors would pact him 
|season, but the comedian doesn’t 
‘want to invade TV as yet. Efforts 
of Milton Berle’s subs for the 
On NBC P rogram Ideas of, Mi Star Theatre” tele show, 
Edward M. Kirby, who recently ‘but Allen nixed it. 
in WMAK, Nashville, will be iden- | 
day period on a consultant basis, . 
reporting to administrative pro- | Des Moines, Feb. 8. 
Kirby consultation is in line with 
the web’s expansion plans, inviting 
Kirby was former chief of the 
Army Radio Branch. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 
WFIL has purchased daily sign- 
stations in this area, inviting their 
listeners to tune in on WFIL’s 
main events on that evening. 
The WFIL announcements will 
by WNAR, Norristown; WPWA and 
WVCH, Chester; WKDN, Camden, 


would continue its bracketing with 
the show, web execs are dubious | , 
UP ALLEN SUN. TIME 
to embrace entire CBS facilities on 
tions under which Columbia would | Sponsors, the Ford Dealers, now 
nearly double the amount it now |they come up with a future budget, 
/on sight for a video series next 
Ed Kirby Consultant . 
| were made to wrap him up as one 
disposed of his minority holdings | 
tified with NBC for the next | KCBC, KIOA Merger Off 
gram veepee Ken R. Dyke. 
new ideas and program patterns. 
WFIL Buys Radio Time 
off announcements on five daytime 
evening programs and listing the 
be the last thing aired each day 
and WJMJ, Philadelphia. 


several weeks. 


| The joint statement said “legal | 


j}and technical difficulties made the 
| merger not feasible.” The state- 
/ment was issued by Rollo Berge- 
son, general manager of KCBC 
and Harold Baker, president and 
general manager of KIOA. It 
added that ‘each station will con- 
tinue its operations as before.” 

The merger plan_ reportedly 
called for consolidation of AM 
(standard) broadcasting facilities, 
retaining the licensed power of 
KIOA and its call letters. It would 
thus have become the Mutual out- 
i let here. 


° go ahead with plans for a TV show- 
In Legit, AM Out of N. « casing of the tenor and it’s been 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., CBS pro- indicated that, following the Ber- 


gram veepee, returned t 
York his wet tron weg cao ary outlays will be channelled the 
‘where he spent several weeks on [VY WAY: 


vacation. While on the Coast he | 


was married to Margaret Whiting, ° 

dae ta te Campbell one Hutchinson Heads WBIG 

“Club 15” show. Greensboro, Feb. 8. 
Miss Whiting is resigning from| Gilbert M. Hutchison has been 

the Hollywood-originating program "amed general manager of WBIG 

‘at the end of the season in May ‘here, succeeding the late Major 





to reside permanently in N.Y. with Edney Ridge. Hutchison joined the 
her husband. She has a Broadway | Station in 1936 and was made com- 
musical on the agenda and her fu- , ™ercial manager six years ago. 
Prior to that he was with WKRC 
jand WCPO, Cincinnati. 


/ture radio stints will be out of | 
|} Manhattan. 


| gen pickup, any addition budget- 


Expected adoption of rules } 
the Federal Communications Com. 
mission restricting giveaways is 
being held in abeyance, but the 
agency may wield the club should 
the need arise, VARIETY learned 
last week. 
| Since its hearing Oct. 19 on pro- 
posed regulations to prohibit quiz 
| programs bordering on lottery, 





| stations have pulled in their horns - 


on plans to start new audience. 
getters. In a number of cases, the 
|more objectionable shows have 
been revised in format and com. 
| plaints have become considerably 
| fewer. 

It is understood that quite a few 

stations were ready te launch forth 
with telephonic giveaways when 
the Commission began to look into 
| the shows. With the prospect of 
| an official slapdown, they decided 
| to hold off and most of them are 
| still waiting for a decision. The 
| effect has been to ward off, for 
the time being, the plague of 
throat - cutting competition pro- 
|ponents of a ban by FCC had 
| feared. 

Although the Commission hasn't 
mobilized its legal experts yet to 
come forth with final recommenda- 
| tions for adoption, officials empha- 
| sized there is no change of think. 
|ing regarding the undersirability 
of jackpotters. Nonetheless, there 
was an intimation that there is no 
'rush to impose rules, of a type 
| where lines. of demarcation are 
thin, if it isn’t necessary. 

The fact that nearly four months 
|have passed since the hearing 
| without enactment of rules doesn't 

mean anything, it was explained, 
since it is not unusual for new 
priorities, especially in these days 
| of swiftly-moving changes in radio, 
| to supersede old. 

It frequently happens that mere 
| instituting of a pwoceeding itself 
| accomplishes the purposes of regu- 
| lations (without attendant litiga- 
| tion to test validity). If that hap- 
pens in the case of the giveaways 
;——-and broadcasters aren't likely to 
| buck an “imminent” rule—so much 
the better. But, it was emphasized, 
| the Commission hasn’t changed its 


Ed Gardner’s contract | 10:30 segment, with practically no | thinking—at all. 





St. Loo Brewery’s 3-Yr. 
Pact on Cardinal Games; 
Plan 54-Station Hookup 


St. Louis, Feb. 8. 

Griesedieck Bros. Brewing Corp., 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, last 
week completed a deal with Fred 
Saigh, new and sole owner of the 
Cardinals, for a three-year con- 
tract to broadcast the play-by-play 
of all games played and also a one- 
year ticket for 15 television games 
ot be played in St. Louis. 

Oscar Zahner, v.p. of R&R, who 
cinched the deal, freezing out other 
would-be sponsors, said efforts are 
being made to enlarge the 54- 
station web in seven midwest 
states before the 1949 pennant 
chase tees off. In addition, WIL, 
which will originate the play-by- 
play, has obtained the green light 
from FCC to increase its power 
from 250 watts to 5,000 watts and 
this will enable those in the hinter- 
lands to hear the broadcasts. Last 
season, because of its low power, 
WIL broadcasts were not heard 
in many remote sections in the 
Mississippi valley. WHW in St. 
Louis and WTMYV, East St. Louis, 
that originated the broadcasts for 
the last several seasons also are 
crowded out of the picture. 

With KBD the only local tele 


(Continued on page 42) 


MORGAN COMEDY SET, 
ALLEN AS ‘GODFATHER 


The new Henry Morgan comedy 
show which NBC auditioned last 
week is set for a sustaining preem 
in about three weeks. Fred Allen 
‘does a guest shot on the opener. 








| Allen, in fact, has projecte 


himself as something of a “g0d- 
father” in the buildup of the Mor: 
'gan return to radio and has noe 
‘the comedian for shots on his cord 
| Ford Dealers show for the tw 
week preceding the Morgan ae 
| ‘Morgan is down for the Al 
‘Sunday night period, following * 
‘len, which means “NBC a. 
‘dramatic series will be moved € 
‘where, 
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AM-TV CAKE- 





Comment among some of the upper echelon at CBS in connec- 
tion with Operations Paley is that “this is only the beginning. 
Columbia must and will make itself impregnable, not seven but 
eight days a week—the extra day as an added precaution.” Behind 
the reasoning is the oft-bandied about TV refrain, to wit: NBC is 
not confronted with the same problem; David Sarnoff has his RCA 
manufacturing end of the business with its fabulous billings at the 
height of the TV expansion era and doesn’t have to look ta its 
subsid NBC operation to pick up the video tab. On the other hand, 
CBS cannot look for aid to any manufacturing arm for subsistence; 
all the coin must come from broadcasting revenues, and only by 
insuring an impregnable broadcasting setup can Columbia hope to 
expand TV-wise. 

The likelihood of Paley expanding into TV receiver manufactur- 
ing is remote, web execs say, although some quarters have sought 
to link Philco and Farnsworth (particularly in view of their LP 
identification) for a possible mating of corporations. 

Trade views continue at variance on the Operations Paley vs. 
NBC’s new “economical radio” concept, which prexy Niles Tram- 
mell will officially spring on the entire affiliate membership at a 
special meeting in Chicago later this month. Interesting offshoot 
of the two-network rivalry, incidentally, is the auxiliary William 
Morris vs. Music Corp. of America “taking sides” in helping es- 
tablish the NBC-CBS counter-patterns. MCA, of course, with its 
financial stake in the Paley graboff of top stars, vigorously cham- 
pions the Columbia formula. On the other hand, Abe Lastfogel’s 
Morris operation, whose talent roster may play more and more of a 
dominant role in the new NBC program pattern, supports the 
growing viewpoint in agency-sponsor circles that the Trammell in- 
troduction of new faces, new ideas and fresh program formulas may 


have far more healthier overtones than the Paley star-binge concept. 


The fact that top bankrollers are grabbing up all the choice time 
segments in video is expected to hasten the AM-to-TV transition of 
bigtime air personalities. Agencies and clients today no longer talk 
deals on a strictly radio basis alone. Just as Paley’s financial in- 
volvements in the top Hooperated stars encompasses TV thinking, 
so, too, are sponsors putting equal emphasis on TV contractual 
commitments on the straight 52-week “cash and carry” pacting of 
personalities for radio. ; 

With Jack Benny, Amos ’n’ Andy, Edgar Bergen, Red Skelton, 
Ozzie and Harriet and Bing Crosby definitely in the CBS fold 
(only a few months back the network was practically without a 
single star), deals for Fibber & Molly, Bob Hope and Ed Gardner 
are currently in the “upcoming” stage. But one thing sticks, says 
Paley: CBS is in the business of seiling time and the network will 
not help sponsors pick up the talent tab. “And that goes for Bergen 
and his Coca-Cola alliance, or any other stars involving non-capital 





gains deals.” 








CBS January Biz Takes 10%, Hike Over 
1948 Despite General Industry Dip 


Despite a general dip in radio* 


billings in January which appears 
also to be carrying over into 
February, CBS points to a net hike 
of 10% for the first month in ’49 
over January, 1948, business. 


In the face of the current alarm 
over sponsors running for cover, 
the national sales picture, stations 
report, isn’t particularly gloomy at 
the moment, although it’s been 


estimated that the first six months | 


of 49 may witness a biz recession 
for the networks. However, with 
the present clamoring among 
clients to jump aboard the Colum- 
bia bandwagon, CBS execs are con- 
fident that the January upbeat will 
get a continual reprise throughout 
the year. 

Columbia’s annual financial re- 
port released last week showed a 
net income for the 52 weeks of 
"48 of $5,041,700, whereas the net 
fer the fiscal year of ’47 (compris- 
ing 53 weeks), totalled $5,920,100. 
However, the drop of nearly $900,- 
000 takes into account the subsid- 
jary operations, such as Columbia 


(Continued on page 42) 


CBS’ $1,600,000 
Cancellation Rap 


American Tobacco Co. served 
notice on CBS last week that it was 





Cancelling out on its across-the- | 
ard afternoon Don Ameche show | 


“Your Lucky Strike,” at the term- 
ination of its first 13-week cycle. 
March 4. As far as Lucky Strike 
S concerned, its entry into day- 
ime programming has turned into 


&@ fiasco, the expensive showcase | 


Winding up with a 2.7 rating. 
Columbia had hoped, however, 
Ae client would retain the 
tive a. time, with its lucra- 
a . 600,000 in annual billings, 
tion con® With the show cancella- 
pas came notice that Lucky Strike 

as also forfeiting the time. 
BS still hopes it can persuade 


merican T ; 
riod obacco to retain the 





|  Prexies on the Lam 
Interest in the Battle of the 
| Networks flared up anew over 
the weekend as both NBC 
prexy Niles Trammell and CBS 
prez Frank Stanton took it on 
the lam. 
Trammell, it turns out, is 
| in Hollywood “in connection 
| with the present situation,” 
say web. execs. Stanton’s 
| whereabouts are more guarded 
| —nobody is talking. 
ee = 


Goldberg's TV 
Click Paves Way 
For AM Reprise 


| 
| 
| 








TO SHOW WAY 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Bing Crosby, who recently trans- 
ferred his future radio-television 
allegiance to CBS’ William S. 
Paley for $1,000,000, is mulling a 
two-way programming operation 
that may be the answer to radio 
stars “going video” yet domiciling 
in Hollywood. 


The whole problem of shifting 
their base of operation to New 
York, key production center of 


television, has become increasingly 
vexing to top air personalities who, 
despite recognizing that sooner or 
later they must embrace TV, are 
nonetheless reluctant to relinquish 
|California climes. With Holly- 
wood retaining its grip on coast- 
to-coast radio production, the L. A.- 
to-N. Y. problem has been a major 
factor in stymieing the pacting of 
bigtime personalities for tele. 
‘California’ Formula 

It was considered inevitable that 
someone would evolve a formula 
that, in one fell swoop, would per- 
mit for simultaneous radio-video- 
casting to the theme of “Califor- 
nia, here I stay.” And if Crosby 
pioneers the _ practice — which 
| would involve taping (for AM) and 
kinescoping (for TV) at one and 
the same time —its considered a 
certainty that it would spark a suc- 
cession of star-studded simulcasts 
emanating from the Coast. It 
would also provide the impetus 
for the taping (such as 
Groucho Marx, etc.) of major radio 


programming from here on in, a| 


practice that already has been 
given the blessing of Paley and 
NBC prexy Niles Trammell. (Un- 
til this year it -was strictly ver- 
boten on both of the major net- 
works.) 

Crosby, it is reported, is ped- 
dling his show fos next season. 
Phileo is now paying him $25,000 
a week for his taped AM program 
on ABC, but the crooner, it’s un- 
derstood, wants $27,500 for next 
|season. That’s for radio alone. 
|} But he wants a simultaneous AM- 
|TV showcasing on Columbia. This 
would be feasible by training the 
video cameras on his program 
while it’s being tape - recorded 
| (weeks in advance of airing) and 
| kinescoping the stanza for a day- 
'and-date release of the transcribed 
'TV version. 

Such a parlay would also permit 
for separate sponsorship of the 


| video edition, with a commercial 
| cut-in to dovetail with the AM 
/ commercial insert. 





Fatima Snuffed Out 


Fatima Cigarets will yank Lady 
Fatima from its Basil Rathbone 
mystery series. 

Although audience liked the role 
of the lady who appeared to Rath- 
bone in his reveries, Fatima drew 
fire from two sources—the critics 
and a number of CBS. stations 





First instance has cropped up of Which were taking the show cuffo. 


Down With the 40) 


an extinct but onetime favorite 


/an AM showcasing. It also sup- 
| ports the contention of many that, 
‘rather than hurting radio, video 


radio show becoming so successful | 
in its reincarnated TV version that 
it is now being projected anew for 


/may be the medium to inject a! 


commercial hypo into strictly audio 
broadcasting. 


| chased CBS’ ‘The Goldbergs” sit- 
uation comedy on tele. Since its 


been hailed as one of the top video 
entrants of the season. It suffered 
'an AM demise a couple of years 
| back after nearly a score of years 
in radio. e. 

| Y&R. which among all agencies 
is the foremost champion of simul- 
| taneous AM-TV programming, 1S 
| planning to give the Gertrude Berg 


Last week General Foods, via | 
'Young & Rubicam agency, pur-| 


premiere a few weeks back it has | 


| package a two-way showcasing on , 


| behalf of GF's — product. 
|Temporarily the show 
| berthed in the Monday at 9 TV 
| segment (in opposition to CBS 
|“Lux Radio Theatre” on AM), but 
'if the two-way deal goes through 
it will be moved to a period per- 





| mitting for the simulcast. 


will be: 


AND H’WOOD, 


100 





Crosby, | 


| 


(BS: ‘Impregnable Eight Days a Week’ f nAcBY FRMII| l ‘Battle of Cigarets’ Flaming in AM-TV; 


Major Cos. Plunging Deeper in Video 





While Retaining 


F ull Radio Budgets 





Capital in Reverse 

CBS board chairman Wil- 
liam S. Paley’s capital gains 
acquisition of Jack Benny’s 
Amusement Enterprise pack- 
age (which gives CBS a finan- 
cial toehold in Amusement 
Enterprise’s first Benny-pro- 
duced pic, “the Lucky Stiff’), 
is already translating itself 
into Paley’s initial capital loss 
transaction. 

“Lucky Stiff,’ made at a 
cost of approximately $750,- 
000, opened at the Globe, 
N.Y., and was yanked after a 
week in one of the record pic 
folderoos for the house. It 
was generally panned by the 
crix. It’s estimated that the 
film, released through United 


Artists, will wind up a few 
hundred thousand dollars in 
the red. 








NBC May Have To 


Revamp Entire 
Sun. Cream Tim 


Just how catastrophic and far- 


reaching that NBC Sunday night | 
program blowup shapes up is evi- | 


denced by the fact that the net- 
work may be faced with the prob- 
lem of filling the entire 6:30 to 9:30 
p. m. segments. For years that 
has been the “creme de la creme” 
of network commercial time. 
“Ozzie and Harriet” move out of 
6:30 for a switchover to CBS. It’s 
considered a certainty that Philip 
Morris will move Horace Heidt out 
of the 7 (opposite Jack Benny) 
time. The future status of Phil 
Harris-Alice Faye as the 17:30 at- 
traction appears in doubt. Fred 
Allen quits the 8 o’clock time at 


the end of the season; 8:30 is for’ 


sale, with NBC pitching up a new 
Henry Morgan comedy show for 
the spot, and Dr. Lyons Tooth 
Paste is cancelling its ‘‘“Manhattan 
Merry-Go-Round” musical“in the 
9 o’clock period at the end of the 
current season. 





THURBER’S RADIO ‘FIRST’ 


James Thurber has been talking | 


with the William Morris office on 


the prospects of adapting his “My | 


Life and Hard Times” into a radio 
package. 

However, Thurber won't script 
the air series himself. He has al- 
ready had preliminary talks with 
other writers. 











WOR, N. Y., 


and Mutual have clamped down on “The Four Hun- 


dred” —400 “professional” contestants who have made themselves 
nuisances by regularly trying to crash in, and cash in, on quiz pro- 


grams. 


Cooperating with CBS, which has also been plagued by the 400, 
WOR and Mutual have set up a new distribution plan for broadcast 
tickets which will bar the professionals from studio audiences. 

“Their presence and behavior distract performers, others in the 


audience and the radio listeners, 


” 


a WOR spokesman said. The 


station has listed names and addresses of the regulars in a card file. 
Most of them can be spotted by artists, guest relations staffers 


and theatre personnel. 


As part of the new plan, mail requests for quiz show tickets 


from regulars will be ignored. 


In addition, the practice of dis- 


tributing quiz tickets in the lobby and reception rooms of WOR- 
Mutual has been discontinued. However, there will be tickets on 
hand for other programs to fill public requests. 

WOR-Mutual and CBS have exchanged data on the 400. The 
stations have found the regulars using all kinds of dodges to get 
tickets, ranging from phony names to having friends mail letters 


from out of town. 


However, they have samples of the regulars’ 


handwriting and their ruses are generally uncovered. 


* “Battle of the cigarets” in radio 
and television grows keener by the 
week, with Old Gold now planning 
to project itself as one of the top 
spenders in the two-way commer- 
cial spread. Significant aspect of 
the heavy splurging among the ma- 
jor outfits (Lucky Strike, Chester- 
field, Old Gold, Camel) is that all 

|are plunging deeper and deeper 


'into the TV picture without any 
signs of curtailing their radio 
| budgets. 


Old Gold, presently sponsoring 
a quarter-hour segment of ABC's 
Sunday night “Stop the Music,” 
|looks set to pick up the tab for 
“Music” in its TV Thursday night 
60-minute version, which is sched- 
| uled for a preem later this month, 
probably going into the 8 to 9 
period. In addition, OG sponsors 
the “Amateur Hour” both in radio 
(ABC on Wednesday) and in tele- 
vision (DuMont on Sunday). 

Chesterfield has now the widest 
AM-TV spread of all, sponsoring 
Arthur Godfrey’s morning cross- 
the-board stanza on CBS and a full 
hour of Godfrey Wednesday nights 
on CBS-TV. That's in addition to 
its five-times-a-week Supper Club 
ion NBC, which also showcases 
Perry Como on video. 

Camel is plunking down addi- 
| tional coin to hypo its cross-the- 
| board newsree! program on NBC, 
| buying an additional five minutes 
|a night for a 15-minute Monday- 
|through-Friday video spread on 
NBC with a new live-film format. 
But the client (R. J. Reynolds) is 
sitting tight in AM with Bob 
| Hawk, “Screen Guild Players” and 
the Jimmy Durante show. 

American Tobacco is doing some 
expanding, planning a brace of 
video shows, one for Lucky Strike 
sponsorship, (in addition to its 
current film series) and mulling 
a TV version of its “Big Story” 
NBC radio show for Pall Mall. 
Jack Benny and “Hit Parade,” of 
course, are sturdy LS/MNT peren- 
nials in AM, but the afternoon Don 
'Ameche talent-finding show is 
being cancelled. CBS hopes to 
preserve the billings with a new 
program. 





Coy Still Coy 
On FCC Status 


Washington, Feb. 8. 

Chairman Wayne Coy of the 
FCC yesterday (Mon.) avoided any 
commitment as to whether he is 
planning to leave the government. 
Asked to comment on commen- 
tator Drew Pearson’s prediction 
Sunday night that he would resign 
in two months, Coy said: “When 

I’m ready to leave I'll say so.” 
Rumors have been going the 
|rounds here for some time that 
|Coy may become associated with a 
newspaper outside of Washington, 
that he may go with the broadcast- 
ing industry, and that he is in line 
|for a Cabinet post. One thing is 
He does not 





'considered certain: 
|plan to stay in the Government 
because he cannot afford to. 

Outcome of legislation now be- 
| fore Congress which would raise 
|the salary of FCC commissioners 
| to $17,500 and authorize the Presi- 
| dent to pay the chairman $20,000 
|may affect his plans. At any rate, 
| he is expected to stay with FCC 
; until the freeze on television is 
| lifted, sometime in the spring. 


- WJOL Beats Racing Rap 


Joliet, [ll., Feb. 8. 
| WJOL has secured renewal of 
FCC license, despite complaints of 
police chief Ernest Oberbey that 
| horse racing programs were con- 
| trary to public interest. 
Commission decided race in- 
|formation was not in itself illegal, 
|in absence of clear proof that air 
|ing increased illegal betting. Pre- 
gram was discontinued in 1947, 
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Bob Hope May Yank His L’ville Bid; 
AVCO Wants Own Rule Repealed 





Washington, Feb. 8. + 


Refusal of FCC to grant a 60-) 
day postponement on hearings on 
bidders for the Louisville Courier- 
Journal radio and video properties 
may force Bob Hope to drop out 
of the contest, his counsel said 
yesterday (Mon.) Hope had asked 
for a later date because of other 
commitments. Hearing is sched- 
uled for Feb. 28. 

Leonard Marks, the comedian’s 
counsel, said he has not yet been 
able to contact Hope, now enroute 
to California, to decide whether 
an alternative request for a 30-day 
stay should be filed. 

AVCO Attacks Increase 
Washington, Feb. 8. 

FCC will stick, for a while at 
least, to the AVCO 60-day bidding 
procedure for radio and television 
station sales despite increasing at- 
tacks on the system and petitions 
for waiver. VARIETY learned to- 
day, however, that the policy may 
be materially altered. 


Latest petitioner for the repeal | 


of AVCO came last week from 
AVCO itself, through its subsidiary 
Crosley Broadcasting Corp. which 
is trying to freeze out competing 


FCC TO HEAR DENVER, 
HUB SQUAWK ON WXKW 


Albany, N. Y.. Feb. 8. 


| The Federal Communications | 
Commission will hear protests of | 
WHDH, Boston, and KOA, Denver, | 
on March 1, charging interference | 
by Albany’s station WXKW. 
The two stations will attempt to 
prove at the hearing before the 
Commission four points which 
were outlined in petitions in an 
effort to gain reconsideration of 
the issuance of a modification con- 
struction permit to the operators of 
WXKW. 
The four points which the Bos- 
ton and Denver stations will stress, 
and- ask the Commission to con- 
sider are: 
1. If the energy of the Albany 
station interferes with broadcasts | 
of stations WHDH and KOA. 
2. Whether WXKW night anten- | 
nae could be adjusted so as not to 
send more energy into their areas. 

3. Whether WXKW’s night oper- | 
ations are in accord with the Com- | 
mission’s rules. 











From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


The John Crosbys’ baby (their second) is due -in March... Jean 
Meegan, of Steve Hannagan office, to Coast. Will gather materia] for 
freelance mag pieces.....Betty Forsling, Newsweek radio ed, also in 
Hollywood....Wendy Sanford, secretary to CBS veepee and general 
executive Lawrence Lowman, recuperating at Medical Arts Hospital 
following appendectomy....Edgar H. Kobak, son of Mutual prexy, to 
manage WTWA, Thomson, Ga. Station is owned jointly by his father 
and Walter Brown, president. Young Kobak is ex-WNJR, Newark. ... 
Dick Sanders (in “Madwoman of Chaillot” legiter), Joe Liss and Jerry 
| Franken on radio course faculty at Queens College, starting Feb. 14 __, 
| Manhattan radioites sitting tight and expectant \ aiting for Drew Pear. 
| son’s “Radio Merry-Go-Round” kickaround at Radio Execs Ciub lunch. 
eon Feb. 24. Jack Kapp, of Decca Records, spiels at tomorrow’s (Thurs. 
| day) REC lunch. 

WOR announcer Jack O’Reilly has a new son, Jack, Jr Bill Berns 

|emcee on WNBT’s “Look, Ma, I’m Acting,” replacing Tom Ewell 

MUSIC | Two. new faces at WOR are Frank Shakespeare, assistant to sales mane 
ager, and Howard Clark, an assistant to ad-promotion manager Jo- 
seph A. McDonald, ABC v.p. and general attorney, in White Sulphur 
Springs, Va., at BMI board meeting....Three ABC newsmen, John T, 
Madigan, Pauline Frederick and Taylor Grant interviewed cn Voice of 
America program on how radio newscasts are prepared Pegeen 


| Fitzgerald recovering from operation at Lenox Hill hospital. 


- 2S | Max Ehrlich, “Big Story” and “Sherlock Holmes” writer, has sold 

ut evit IZing ‘novel, “The Big Eye,” to Doubleday....Ivan Sanderson’s WNBC nat- 
] 'ural history programs to be rebroadcast by New York’s school system 
FM station....Whatever happened to facsimile?... James Clemente, 


former executive producer for the State Dept. OIC division, has joined 


Industry Bureau | WOV as script-editor and producer assigned to Italian pees Se 
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tOte 


bids of Bob Hope and the Fort 4. Whether the FCC should! 


Broadcast Measurement Bureau. 


Industry Co. for the $1,925,000! order a reduction in WXKW’s Op-|7,. BMB’s Technical Committee 


Louisville Courier-Journal radio erating power. 
and video package. It was the 
AVCO purchase of the Crosley Cin- e 
cinnati station (WLW) and _ the Documentary Kicks Off 
manufacturing enterprise which) 

prompted FCC to _ invoke the | 
AVCO rule in 1945. 


L’ville May Decide Issue 
There is a possibility that the 
Louisville case, which is to be Boston, Feb. 8. 
heard Feb. 28, may determine All radio stations in Greater Bos- 
whether the AVCO rule stays in its|ton will broadcast the gigantic 
present form. Should the WHAS §half-hour documentary show, ‘“Sup- 
50 kw. and TV permit be sold to| pose Nobody Cared” Sunday (13) 
Hope or Fort Industry the system |from 1:30-2 p.m. The broadcast 
would have scored its first success. | will inaugurate publication of the 
However, the Courier-Journal is | important Greater Boston survey 
not required to sell to either com-j|report, one of the most compre- 
petitive bidder regardless of the| hensive and difficult undertakings 
commission preference on quali-|ever attempted by any community 
fications. jin the country. 
Station sales, particularly in the| The stations slated to carry the 
AM field, have increased greatly!'show are WBMS, WBZ, WCOP, 





On All Hub Stations 


since the AVCO system started,; WEEI, WHDH, WMEX, WNAC, 


causing additional burden on com 


-| WORL, WTAO and WVOM. 


mission workload and hardship on| The research group which en- 


stations in process of transfer. 


gaged in the survey took two years 


FCC may therefore’ exclude | for their study of 55 self-governing 
AM’s from AVCO, reserving right | independent communities, compris- 
to question transfers, and hold | ing the metropolitan area served 
Merit ong package deals to one | by 500 voluntary agencies and 

rocedure. some 300 ta::-supported agencies. 
AVCO asked for both repeal of |The eutonuindaliten in the re- 
the bidding system on _ broad} port are expected to be revolu- 
grounds of authority and due /tionary. All the daily newspapers 
process violation and for waiver of | will devote two or three pages 


the rule in the WHAS purchase | daily for six consecutive days to 
application. It is expected that|the publication of the word by 
action on repeal will be deferred | words findings. 


but that the waiver request will be 


John C. Dowd of the Dowd 


summarily denied on the ground | agency heads up the ov 
that the rule is in force and the | and radio committee. ‘The radio 


competing bids must be heard. 
WINX Waiver Nixed 


| committee comprises Craig Law- 
‘rence of WCOP; Bill McGrath of 


Commission last week turned, wHDH: Ji . 
down the Washington Post request | Gordon Fs a. on ae ea 
for waiver in the sale of WINX to | Perreault of WTAO. 


William Banks of Philadelphia. Ex- Bij) Shea of WHDH is script 


emption was asked on the basis! 


writer of the documentary, which 


the newspapers and trade press/ will originate at WHDH. This is 


sufficiently advertised*the Post had 
to dispose of WINX when it bought 
controlling interest in the CBS 


,the first time since the war that 
all Boston stations have partici- 
pated in a pooled broadcast. 





recommendation for a revised plan 
of reporting audience figures— 
| breaking down audience in terms 
of daily listening—is expected to 
‘attract many more new subscribers. 


Greater Boston Survey | Robert E. Dunville, executive 


'veepee of Crosley Broadcasting, 
‘told Variety yesterday (8) that 
WLW, Cincinnati, may subscribe. 
iDunville conferred with Hugh Fel- | 
tis, BMB prexy, last week and said 
that the station would join pro-| 
'vided that BMB publishes the daily | 
‘lstening figures without statistical | 
| weighting. WLW was not a sub-| 
scriber to the first BMB study three 
‘years ago, feeling that its measure- | 
ments were not sensitive enough. | 
The possibility of WLW backing 
the new study is expected to carry | 


a lot of weight in the industry. | 


Crosley also owns WINS, N. Y., also 
a 50,000-watter. 

In the first stady, a listener was | 
‘listed as in a station’s audience | 


if he tuned in to it only once a/} 
week. Many broadcasters felt this | 
was not a sensitive enough) 
measurement. The ballot for Study | 
(No. 2 gives the respondent oppor- | 
tunity to indicate the number of | 
days he listens to each station in | 
ithree frequency categories: 6-7 | 
days, 3-5 days and 1-2 days, as well 
‘as total weekly audience. 

Dr. Kenneth H. Baker, NAB re- 


;search director on loan to BMB, | 
(Continued on page 38) 








Mooney’s Mutual Airer 
Set for Feb. 17 Preem| 


“Art Mooney Show,” with for- | 
'mat along the lines of Horace | 
|Heidt’s NBC airer, starts on Mutual | 
| Thursday, Feb. 17, in the 8 p.m. 
' slot. 

Mooney will tour the country, 
/preceded by crew of advancemen | 
| who will round up local talent in | 
/each town to appear on the broad- | 
| casts. 





matic programs....Agnes Young new to “Lora Lawton’. 
| : looki f th Niday, Toni Darnay, Abbey Lewis and Richard Janavar join “David 
Things are looking up for the yy.um” cast....Lyle Sudrow, Gregory Morton and Elaine Rost added 


to “Front Page Farrell” players....John Bosman named news editor 
of Mutual, under Milton Berg, who is news director. For the last month 
Berg has been acting special events chief. New special events director 
is Art Feldman, Jack Paige, who had been heading up special events, 
upped to manager of program operations....Mutual’s Abe Schech- 
ter on three-week trip to Chi and west coast....Curt Gowdy, ex-KOCY, 
picked as Mel Allen’s partner on WINS Yankee baseball broadcasts 
Maggi MeNellis to be honor guest at Hunter College Alumnae Associa- 
tion lunch at the Waldorf, Saturday (12)....H. R. Baukhage to lecture 
the Windber Business Men’s Assn. in Johnstown, Pa., Feb. 21... .Earl 
M. Johnson named veepée in charge of station relations and engineering 
at Mutual board meeting in Washington....Mutual’s “Yours for a 
Song” goes N.Y. to L.A. March 11 CBS repeating its “Mind and 
Shadow” documentary Feb. 20 from 12:30-1:30 p.m. 


John Horn, who was radio ed of defunct N. Y. Star, now working in 
George Crandall’s CBS publicity dept....Harry Solow, sales director 
of WMCA, assumes active control of the William Warren Agency in 
N. Y. effective Feb. 14. He’s resigning as sales director of WMCA to 
take up his new duties. He was on temporary leave from the agency 
for the past eight months while serving in a sales capacity at the 
station. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Harry Ackerman picked Charles Russell, film actor, for the title role 
of his latest CBS house show, “Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar,” an ad- 
venturous whodunit set for a network spread starting. Feb. 18... 
Barbara Jo Allen continues her man-chase, and wimmen, too, to gab 
with her on the new audience participation show set up by Lee Strahorn 
and Jack Creamer. Record was cut at ABC and net gets first refusal 
on five 15’er labelled “The Vera Vague Show.” Art Gilmore will be 
on hand to give the show some semblance of sanity....Jay Stewart is 
turning over the emceeing of ABC’s “Surprise Package” to Harry Von 
Zell, Jack Bailey and others while he and Garry Moore are entertain- 
ing the air lift in Berlin. It’s a command performance for the Army 

..Fritz Blocki is setting up radio and tele deals for Hoosier Hot 
Shots now that they’re stabled with Joe Glaser....Tom Harrington and 
the missus blew into town and right out again for a fortnight on the 
desert. Also hieing out of town after a brief stopover is Pat Weaver, 
who'll try his skill at skiing at Sun Valley. Before leaving he was 
briefed by Cy Howard, who got back with all his limbs intact.... 
Jack Platt, ad chief for Kraft Foods, pulled into town for talks with 
Al Jolson and “Corny” Jackson after a stormy plane trip ...That bird 
with the long stems seems to be hounding NBC. When William Storke 
pulled out of the ticket department for a berth in continuity accept- 
ance he was succeeded by Richard Crane .._ Bill Goodwin brought his 
four children down to KNBH for their TV debut on Shirley Dinsdale’s 
“family night.”....Eddie Cantor took off for Chicago to continue his 
contract renewal negotiations with Harris Perlstein, prexy of Pabst. 
Paul Warwick returned east after laying the ground work. He returns 
in April to stand up as best man for Cecil Underwood, head of the 
Warwick & Legler Hollywood office, who'll take the vows with Floretta 
McDonald...:Norman Nelson moved up as sales promotion manager 
of ABC’s western division, succeeding Jack O’Mara, now coast man- 


key station in the capital, WTOP. 


ager for C. E. Hooper. Another ABC appointment conferred the news 





However, the Commission allowed | 


transfer of WINX-FM, sans AVCO, | ° 9 x] 
to WTOP since transaction in- | ous K W In 
volves no change in ownership. | e 


Chairman Wayne Coy, formerly in | 
charge of Post radio operations, 
disqualified himself from partici- 


pating in decision. 
Another chapter of the tribula- 


Mutual To Spark Heart =| notner chapter ‘of tne 
° ° ions 0 , & 
Assn. Drive With Feb. 14 | station, was unfolded ha welt 


y | when a suit for an injunction and 
‘King Of Hearts’ Show $50,000 damages against the 
| Radio Broadcasting Engineers, Lo- | 
Mutual is planning to kick off | cal 1217; the parent AFL Electrical 
the Heart Assn. drive with a “King | Workers’ Union, and eight officers | 
of Hearts” show on St. Valentine’s and four members of the local, was | 
Day, Feb. 14. Taking part will be filed in the circuit court at Clay- 
Gen. Eisenhower, Mayor O’Dwyer, | ton, a St. Louis suburb. 
Gov. Dewey, ex-Gov. Stassen, Jane| The plaintiff corporation, St. 
Pickens and Ford Frick. ||Louis County Broadcasting Co., 
The Metropolitan Assn. of Disk headed by Guy Runnion, formerly 
Jockeys is cooperating with the with KMOX, charged a strike had 
New York Heart Assn. to sell 100,-| been called last Dec. 6 by the four 
000 orchids being flown in from| members of the local without a 
Hawaii. Listeners are being asked | secret ballot and without filing 
to contribute $1 or more, with the | notice with the Industrial Commis- 
Heart group sending an orchid on | sion of Missouri in violation of the 
Feb. 14 to person named by the | Madison Act. 
listener. Plan was first broadcast; Petition asks $100,000 damages | 
on Bill Taylor’s “Sunrise Sere- for alleged acts of the defend- 





St. Louis, Feb. 8. 





transmitter. 


editorship on Sam Zelman ._Louella Parsons believes in setting her 


* e guestars well in advance. They'll appear on her sound track in the 
uit S nion following order: Cole Porter and Patricia Morison, Olivia de Havilland, 
e _Jane Wyman, Fred Astaire, Barbara Stanwyck and Academy Award 

| winners... Fred Moyer Jordan, long time Buchanan head out here, 

hung out his own shingle....Guy Della Cioppa, who was Bill Paley’s 





k | Luigi” while Cy Howard holidayed.... Rexall is said to have rejected 
,casting tower to leave’ their an advertising plan for next fall because there was too much copy about 
work. In a _ second count, the its Faye-Harris radio show. Justin Dart, prexy of the drug chain, ig 
petition asks $300,000 damages for | reported unhappy about the show’s loss of Hooperpoints and there may, 
alleged conspiracy of trade where- | be a showdown at season's end. He was all for moving to CBS but 


° * 
Charging Unauthorized Stoppages ‘xc, surne te nae and now's production exec a Cs 
worked the rust out of his cue-throwing finger and directed “Life With 


_by it asserts the defendants urged Harris demurred on the ground that he wanted to prove he can stand 


customers of the station to cease on his own. Dropping out of the first 15 proving what?....That's smart 
advertisiag and threatened to boy- guest booking by Kenyon & Eckhardt for Ford theatre. Bob Hope, 


_cott advertisers who continued to Jack Benny and Bing Crosby on successive weeks is a booker’s dream. 


use the station. It sought an in- | Bob Wolfe is lining up the shows while Ford’s in town,-which has been 
junction against such acts and extended through March 11....Jim Patterson of Thompson publicity 


against further picketing of the staff got a week's leave to fly the hay lift in snow-covered Nevada. He 
| Station’s new transmitter site in , Was a major in the Air Force during the war....Luther Lemon, Thomp- 


Brentwood, also located in the 
county. The _ station has been 


charged with violating the zoning IN CHICAGO a 


ordinance in Olivette, where the : 
present transmitter is located and “Do It Yourself Club” made debut Mon. (7) on WMAQ. Show airs 


son agency treasurer, in town on his first trip to the coast. 





‘Runnion and several of his aides | hints to housewives....WBBM’s John Harrington will start 13th year 


are on bonds pending trial on mis- | of football broadcasting Sept. 24....ABC’s “Shoppers Special” will 
demeanor charges in connection | host Alice Stevens singers Feb. 12....Ed Allen, “Early Bird” via 
with the operation of the Olivette| WMAQ, talks at Marengo, Ill., Feb. 23, on radio personalities. .-- 
| Harmonicats will guest over WBBM’s “Melody Lane” tonight ... Dr. 


| Work on the Brentwood trans-| W. W. Bauer of American Medical Assn. featured on “The American 
mitter, which is to replace the Farmer” over ABC Sat. (5)....Chi Stage Productions feature four 








nade”, with WOR, N. Y., reporting 
big audience response. 


ants in inducing workmen en- 
i gaged in erecting a new broad- 


first, has been stopped for several 
months. | 


radio folk in one act legits Feb. 18. Quartet is Milly Romano of WIN 
(Continued on page 40) 
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“3 Average Program Hooperatings 


EVENING 
(6-11 P.M. N.Y.T.) 


Total 
Network Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. Eve. 
ABC 11.8 6.8 6.3 11.0 §.2 11.4 4.0 9.9 
CBS 12.8 17.1 10.6 8.6 13.0 9.5 9.3 11.9 
MBS 6.7 4.0 3.3 3.7 3.7 2.3 6.0 4.3 
NBC 11.3 7.0 15.9 12.9 10.9 9.6 12.4 11.5 

Minutes of Sponsored Time 
EVENING 
(6-11 P.M. N.Y.T.) 

Total 
Network Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs, Fri. Sat. Eve. 
ABC 255 110 50 215 90 180 30 930 
CBS 240 270 210 210 270 270 120 1590 
MBS 100 85 65 35 65 90 60 500 
NBC 210 210 240 240 240 225 210 1575 








N.Y Indies, Bitten by a TV Rating, 








SEEN ON DECLINE 


| By JACK LEVY 


Washington, Feb. 8. 

Tightening up of advertising 
budgets, competition of video, and 
a generally greater pressure from 
| the various media to sell time and 
| space are lowering the commercial 
| standards of radio, with many sta- 
tions completely ignoring the code 


of the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters. 
Talks with _ station owners 


VARIETY found last 
that television is cutting in sur- 
| prisingly heavy on time sales of 
| the independents. The effect comes 
|indirectly through release of time 
on the larger stations, particularly 
| those with TV affiliates. These 
large AM stations, in turn, are 


week, reveal 


Throw Cancellation Book at Hooper s,s. ‘ere * 


The three New York independ-+ 


ents who subscribed to the Hooper 
survey—WQXR, WOV and WNEW 
—have sent in letters 
their subscriptions and _ have 
touched off a controversy regard- 
ing just how accurate Hooper’s TV 
reports are. 

In his message to Hooper, 
WQXR’s Elliott Sanger said, “We 
are convinced that your newly 
adopted method of making the 
New York area survey is not sat- 
isfactory both as the questions 
asked and as to the distribution of 
the sample. We believe it discim- 
inates against the non-network sta- 
tions and gives undue emphasis to 
the relatively small TV ownership.” 

WNEW’s Bernice Judis wrote, 
“It is our feeling that the picture 


‘being revealed in the Hooper rat- 


ings is out of focus as far as all 
the media are concerned. We feel 
that the present system both in 
questions asked and in random 
sampling technique does not give 
us the incisive picture we need.” 
Ralph Weil of WOV made similar 


points in canceling his station’s | 
Hooper subscription. 
The three stations, who were 


Hooper’s only indie subscribers in 
New York, told the audience meas- 
urement specialist at a luncheon 


(Continued on page 40) 





Poll-Taker Acceptance 
Embarrasses Stations 
Via Phoney Home Callers 


_ Public acceptance of poll-takers, 
which has been seized upon by 
shady door-to-door sellers, has been 
causing WINS, N. Y., and other in- 
dustry outfits, embarrassing situa- 
tions for the last few weeks. 
Pots-and-pans peddlers have 
been calling on housewives, gen- 
erally in lower-income areas, say- 
ing they are “doing a survey for 
WINS.” Then, when they get foot 
in door, they unload shoddy mer- 
chandise at price considerably 
above market. When hubby comes 
home at night he puts up a kick, 
but then it’s too late to take action. 
When complaint calis began 
mounting, station decided to ask in 
police. One morning last week 
Switchboard got call from house- 
wife, and general manager Eldon 
Park immediately called the cops. 
adio cruiser was dispatched and 
Picked up the phoney “pollsters.” 
However, offenders 


Samples or photos and skirt laws 
against peddling. Pair had no 
Criminal record and were released 
with a warning. 

Better Business Bureau of New 
York reports many instances of the 
racket. When the canvassers aren’t 


Posing as poll-takers or survey | 


os they sometimes represent 
he eives as coming from the 


meth department. Activities point 
p Public's faith in poll technique, 
Packer ntinuation of door-to-door 
my hur iti , 
Senehane t legitimate re 
PF nage cautions women not to sign 
to) Papers, but to ask canvassers 
jot fave them until husband has a 
ance to look them over. The 
8yps don’t come back. 


cancelling | 


can’t be! 
prosecuted because they carry only | 





| KBST’s 2656 Sale 


Big Springs, Tex., Feb. 8. 

The FCC has approved the sale 
of KBST here from the Big Spring 
Herald Broadcasting Co., to the 
Big Spring Broadcasting Co., for a 
consideration of $265,000. Outlet 
operates with 250 watts power on 
1490 kilocycles. 

William J. Wallace, present gen- 
eral manager of KBST is prez of 
the new group and has 40% inter- 
est. Others include Howard Bar- 
jrett, Lewis O. Seibert and R. H. 
Whipkey, each with 20% interest. 


‘AM Flacks Gripe 





~ Over TV-Happy’ 


Eds on Dailies 


AM flacks are burning at what 
they call “TV-happy” radio editors 
of the dailies. The radio press 
agents feel that the critics are by- 
passing AM news in favor of items 
about video. 

Flacks say that one recent col- 

umn in the N. Y. Times was com- 
pletely 
and another in N. Y. Daily News 
| also had no mention of AM. The 
Sunday N. Y. Times has added a 
column exclusively on video. Fold- 
ing of the N. Y. Star and demise of 
Paul Denis’ New York Post column 
also cuts down on space open to 
the p.a.’s. Another gripe is that a 
sport event on TV often rates a 
“highlight listing,” while the same 
broadcast on AM is ignored. 

The pinch is felt most acutely 
by the indies who lack TV, but 
nevertheless it is bothering the 
publicity men on the networks. 
/One network press department 
conducted a survey of papers in 
36 Hooper cities and found the 
same trend toward heavy TV re- 
porting. Even where network TV 
_doesn’t exist, TV play is terrific in 
the columns. 

The survey turned up fact tnat 
80° of the papers in the 36 cities 
have some sort of radio column, 
-either locally written or picked up 
from the wire services. Another 
| interesting sidelight is the fact 
‘that those publications which have 


radio appliance dealers and serv- 
ices. Indications are that many set 
/manufacturers and dealers have 


turned over to TV news) 


} 


big radio columns attract ads from | 


big inventories and are taking ads, | 


spotting them in papers with good 
radio columns. 


GOUKAS’ WPEN POST 
Philadelphia, Feb.8. 
Matt Goukas, former Warriors’ 
basketball star who suffered the 
loss of a leg in an auto crash two 
vears ago, has ben named sports 
director of WPEN. Goukas has 
been doing play-by-play on college 
court games this season as well as 
a sports roundup. 
A former St. Joseph's College 
star, Goukas has played botn pro 
| basketball, baseball and soccer, 


| As one station operator told 


| VARIETY, “the code is a wonderful 
thing if you could live up to it 
but I don’t see how we can. It 
| takes real plugging on the air these 
days to sell merchandise. We're 
feeling the effect of television. It 
is bringing more competition from 
the bigger AM stations for accounts 
previously left to us.” 

This independent admitted he is 
exceeding the NAB code limitation 
on commercial time per 15-minute 
program by 75% by allowing tive 
minutes in a quarter-hour period 
He declared there were many other 
stations in his position who are 
doing the same thing. 

An operator of a metropolitan 
| Station reported that the standards 
|are “slipping” and that even the 
| big outlets are not watching the 
|code too closely. He attributed the 
situation to a tightening of bud- 
gets both by local and national spot 
|advertisers and to video competi- 
tion. These factors, it was ex- 
plained, are forcing the major out- 
lets away from the institutional 
type commercials which generally 
| conform to the three-minute limit. 

Plenty Time Available 

Many of the big stations, it was 
found, have choice time periods 
|available. In one large eastern 
industrial city, reported one of its 


| Stations, an advertiser can pick his | 


spot. Television was given as the 


(Continued on page 40) 


CLIENT GIVES UP TV 
FOR RETURN TO RADIO 


Howard Clothes will sponsor 
Jimmy Powers “Powerhouse” 
sportscasts on WNEW, N. Y., and 
three periods of news on WCBS. 
Move is significant because the 
sponsor had previously bankrolled 
wrestling matches on television and 
evidently feels that TV is not yet 
the medium to reach a_ mass 
market. 

“Powerhouse of the Air’ broad- 
casts wiil be heard seven nights a 
week on WNEW at 7.45 p.m., 
starting March 11 and featuring 
the sports editor of the New York 
Daily News. This is the first time 
since the war that the indie has 
skedded a sports strip. 





NAB CODE GETTING BRUSHE 








COM 1 STANTARNS Columbia Now Gem of the Hoopers 


As NBC Loses Average Rating Lead 





| — Hub Busses Go FM 


Boston, Feb. 4 
First local application of FM in 


public transportation goes inio 
effect this week when WXHR, 
Cambridge, working through the 


facilities of WTAO-FM, pipes music 
and advertising into 78 busses of 
the Eastern Mass. system. 

Programs go out from 7 a.m. to 
9 p.m.. Receivers are locked in the 
busses so no one can stop them 
and special system said to be 
worked out whereby music filters 
in to the busses at low dynamic 
level. However, when announcer 
comes on with a commercial, he 
pushes a button and the volume in 
the busses is doubled. 


Mutual’s Drastic 
Program Revamp; 
Move Heatter Up 


Mutual will completely revamp 
its weekday evening schedule in 
the next couple of months cued to 
the shift of Gabriel Heatter from 
the 9 p.m. spot he has held con- 
tinuously for 14 years. 

Starting April 25, Heatter will 
be heard cross-the-board at 7:30 
p.m. He has had a long line of 
sponsors and good ratings, averas- 
ing 6 and better in the 9 o’ciock 
slot, despite his being opposed such 
top airers as Eddie Cantor, Bob 
Hope, Milton Berle and the Kraft 
Music Hall. However, MBS pro- 
grammers feel that most listeners 
want their news earlier in the 
evening, unless events are of un- 
usual impact. 

Heatter’s move will intensify 

(Continued on page 40) 


WGL, AFRA, FT WAYNE, 
GETS 87, WAGE HIKE 


Fort Wayne, Feb. 8. 
| WGL, has signed a new contract 
| with the American Federation of 
Radio Artists, calling for an 8°% 
|increase for members of the an- 








/ nouncing staff and an expansion in | 


'the talent fee schedule for the sta- 

tion, retroactive to Dec. 1, °48. The 
{new contract is for two years to 
Dec. 1, ’50, with a reopening clause 
on wages Dec. 1, ’49. 

Fort Wayne local, according to 
Tim O’Sullivan, exec secretary of 
the union, has also reached an 
agreement with WFTW, Fort 
Wayne, calling for a 4% increase 
in base salaries and an entirely 
new talent fee schedule... The con- 
tract will become effective Feb. 15, 
and will run for a year. 

The union also reopened negotia- 
tions with WOWO, Fort Wayne. 
Feb. 3, in an attempt to reach 
agreement on their first contract. 
Negotiations on the contract have 

| been carried on intermittently for 
the past 18 months. 








Tale of Five Cities 


Pointing up the nationwide p 


opularity of the top-rated radio 


shows, a Pulse roundup for the entire year of 1948 in the country’s 
five key markets reveals the same shows included that regularly 


hit the bi-weekly and monthly Tx 


»p 10s. Pulse roundup, based on 


results in N. Y., Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston and Cincinnati, 
show some of the shows shifted in position from their current line- 


ups but the overall picture is basically the same. 


Following is the 


five-city average, based on the usual Pulse highest quarter-hour 


ratings: 
EVENING 

Jack Benny bees 
Lux Radio Theatre.... 24.7 
Charlie McCarthy ...... 21.5 
Fred Allen rer 
Phil Harris-Alice Faye 20.5 
Fibber McGee-Molly .... 20.2 
Bob Hope anes 
Amos 'n’ Andy 19.2 


Walter Winchell ........ 18.1 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts.. 16.7 


DAYTIME 
Arthur Go@irey .... ssa 8.8 
Breakfast Club .......... 7.8 
Sie i ee, 7.8 
Big Sister fm 
i | ‘ioe 
9 ire er eee ye 
2. - x ee er 7.6 
Our Gal Sunday ........ 10 
Guiding Light .......... 6.9 
Wendy Warren ......... 69 
Aunt Jenny 6.9 


* Tucked away in the two Hooper 


Pocketpiece released since the first 
of the year is one of the most 
revealing breakdowns of figures 
in recent years. The sum total 
shows that CBS, for the first time 
in competitive NBC-CBS network 
history, has moved into leadership 
on average program Hooperatings 
for the week, the latest overall fig- 
ures giving CBS 11.9 as opposed 
to NBC’s 11.5 

Almost equally significant is 
the breakdown on minutes of spon- 
sored time. CBS here, too, has 
forged ahead with 1,590 minutes 
of weekly bankrolling in contrast 
with NBC's 1,575. 

Big factor, of course, in the Co- 
lumbia ascendancy on the weekly 
average rating is the dominant 
| position of the network on Sunday 
evening. Until the first of the 
year, when Jack Benny switched 
networks, and Edgar Bergen went 
off, it was NBC that dominated 
the Hooper picture. But the sit- 
uation has now reversed itself, 
with CBS grabbing off the ratings 


and NBC going into a decline. 
The Sunday average story now 
reads: CBS, 12.8; NBC, 11.3 (See 


adjoining box.) 

Important factor, too, is the 
overwhelming Monday night lead 
of CBS, with its 17.1 average 
rating for the 7 to 11 p.m. period 
as opposed to NBC's 7.0. 

CBS leads on Sundays, Mondays 
and Thursdays, with NBC topping 
the Tuesday, Wednesday and Sat- 
urday nighttime picture and ABC 
in the lead Friday nights. (Wed- 
nesday, of course, may tell a new 
story next season, when Bing 
Crosby moves into the Columbia 
family, with likelihood of Fibber 
McGee & Molly and Bob Hope 
joining him). 


$12,000,000 Texas Suit 
Vs. NBC, Raleigh, Seeds 
| On Alleged ‘Funny’ Piracy 


Fort Worth, Feb. 9. 
Suit has been filed in U. S. dis- 
trict court here in behalf of Wil- 
liam E. Ballard against NBC; 
Russel M. Seeds agency, Chicago; 


Brown & Williamson Tobacco 
Corp., seeking datiages of 
$12,000,000. 

Ballard alleges that NBC used a 
copyrighted idea of his own on its 
“People Are Funny” program last 
September and October. Ballard 
stated that he is the author and 
sole owner of copyrighted matter 
known as ‘The Lucky Interview 
Introducing Secrets of the Little 
Black Fox” which was used by 
NBC. 

Petition filed asserts that Bal- 
lard was closing a deal with a 
Texas businessman to sell exclu- 
sive rights in Texas to the ma- 
terial for a fee of $25,000 and that 
the deal was not consummated after 
the material was included on the 
broadcast over the web. 


Jim Sauter’s R.C. Post 


James E. Sauter, head of Air 
Features, has been named head of 
the radio and television sector for 
the 1949 Red Cross Fund of 
Greater New York. 

Sauter, who was in charge of en- 
tertainment for the Democratic 
National Committee during its re- 
cent campaign, and who headed 
the entertainment committee dur- 
ing Pres. Truman’s inaugural, is a 
deputy commissioner of commerce 
for the City of New York and is 
a national veepee of the Veterans 
Hospital Camp Shows. Sauter 
served in a similar capacity for the 
Red Cross in all its war and post- 
war campaigns. 











MacGREGOR’S FM TAB 
C. P. MacGregor has established 
a reduced rate on its transcriptions 
for FM-only stations. 
The library will be offered for 
75 a month, considerably less than 
the cost for AM outlets. 
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IND IN THE SHADOW 

ith Eddie Albert, Ann Shepherd, 
George Petrie, Harry Bellaver, 
Ethel Everett, Harvey, Stevens, 


Bernard Herrmann orch, others| Writer: Sheldon Stark 
| 30 Mins., Mon., 8 p.m.; 
Producer-Director: Werner Michel | 


Writer: Arnold Perl 
60 Mins., Wed. (2), 10 p.m. 


STRAIGHT ARROW 
With Howard Culver, Fred How- 


ard; announcer, Frank Bingman | 


Director: Ted Robertson 
Tues. and 
Thurs., 5 p.m. 
| NATIONAL BISCUIT CO. 


Sustaining | MBS, from Hollywood 


CBS, from New York 


The CBS Documentary Unit, | 


(McCann-Erickson) 
This is a standard western ad- 


l 

| SCATTERGOOD BAINES 

|With Wendell Holmes; Parker Fen- 

nelly, Eric Dressler; Ben Ludlow, 

| music; Bob Emerick, announcer 

‘Writer: Jerry Holland 

‘Producer-Directors: Wilbur Stark, 
Jerry Layton 

|25 Mins., Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

| WOR, N. Y. 





| “Seattergood Baines,” a maga- 


after nearly a year of anemic re-| venture strip, which has been run- zine character created by Clarence | 


sults from explorations into the 
state of the nation’s 
Hollywood fauna, etc., bounced 


back as a vital part of radio last ‘other distinguishing feature is the series which began Thursday (3) 0n | create a better understanding of 
Same show is also'!the American economic system. 


Wednesday (2) with its presenta- 
tion of “Mind In the Shadow.” 

This was the  long-heralded 
Arnold Perl-scripted expose of the 
state of mental illness in the U. S. 
It was swift, highly dramatic, 
tense and very’ understandable. 
The slim story that tied together 
the facts provided a _ powerful 
weapon to drive home the stark 
truth in a dramatic form. 

“Mind In the Shadow” was 
obviously the result of thorough 
research on a subject that’s seldom 
being probed in any media. Save 
for a few newspaper exposes 
throughout the nation on condi- 
tions in state institutions, and the 
fictional and pic version of: “Snake 
Pit,” insanity and the various steps 
leading up to it have been taboo. 

But whereas the dailies’ treat- 
ment of state institutions glaringly 
documented the horrible condi- 
tions due to overcrowding and lack 
of funds, and “Snake Pit” went yet 
a step further to illustrate how 
cures can be effected, 
the Shadow” brilliantly presented 
a course of action in which all 
could participate. 


The CBS documentary drama- | 


tized facts; it didn’t use figures. 
All the statistics were digested 
and came out through the story, 


told in terms of a CBS reporter | 


scouring the country to document 
his assignment (mental health). It 
was further intensified by his own 
personal problem involving an 
emotional quirk on the part of 
his wife that made him, in turn, 
fear for her sanity. Thus through 
solving his own problem, he 
evolved a plan of action that the 
documentary could present. Not 
only did “Mind In the Shadow” 


tell well the story of an existing | 
evil, but it told how to start the) 


job of erasing it. 


igger question, an 


minutes went so swiftly. 


Eddie Albert as the radio writer 
in search of his material, if a bit 
too dramatic at times, was none- 
The 
chosen 


theless extraordinarily able. 
entire cast was expertlhy 
and directed. 


JOSEPH IN AMERICA 


With Eric Dressler, Donald Buka, 


Abbey Lewis, 

William Lazar 
Writer: Alvin Boretz 
Director: James Sheldon 
Producer: Ted Hudes 
15 Mins., Sat. (5), 8.30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WMCA, N. Y 

This program was an excellent 
pitch for a revision of the recent 
Congressional act on admitting dis- 
piaced persons to America. The 
15-minute dramatization wasn’t un- 


usual or especially noteworthy in| 
But the combination of | 


itself. 
— from labor bosses Philip 
furray (CIO) and William Green 


(AFL), with a touching story of a/| 
simple watchmaker who found se- | 


curity and a new life in a new 
world among workers who wel- 
comed his coming, made the pro- 
gram effective. 

Brief messages were woven in 


with the dramatization, and were) 
all the more felt for that reason. | 


Murray said there was no basis for 
fear that the 400,000 DPs who 
would be admitted into America 
over a four-year period under a 


revised act, would jeopardize em- | 


ployment. On the contrary, he 
felt, they would stimulate employ- 
ment. Green, inveighing against 
the discriminatory act of the last 
Congress, called it a shame that 
DP’s still existed 312 years after 
the close of fighting. 

Story concerned a German 
watchmaker lucky to stay alive in 
a concentration camp because his 
peculiar services were needed, 
who was as lucky in coming to 
America, finding a job and joining 
a union. The DP angle was 
familiar; the resettlement among a 
friendly people was new and dif- 
ferent. 

Eric Dressler’s accent, as the 
watchmaker, made it a little dif- 
ficult at times to follow the story, 
but otherwise, in scripting, acting 
and directing, program was okay. 


It should have made many friends | 


for a liberalized new DP’s act. 
Bron. 


ning for some time on the Don 


| Lee network. However, it is not 


baseball, | Ff the cliffhanger variety, and each | 


|episode stands on its own. An- 
!aim of the program to point up 
| the positive role of the Indian in 
developing the West. The central 
figure is Indian-born Steve Adams, 


a peaceful citizen who owns Broken | 


Bow ranch. However, whenever 
rustlers or other plains villains ap- 
pear, Steve takes over as “Straight 
Arrow.”’ dons Comanche war paint, 
mounts his golden palomino “Fury” 
and rides hell-bent for justice. 

On the series opener (7) a gang 
of outlaws tried to use a stolen 
river boat to make good their es- 
cape. But “Straight Arrow” and 


|“Fury” galloped to the rescue and | 


nabbed the bandits, incidentally 
‘saving the boat from the rapids. 
|The cast did a creditable job and 
ithe writing avoided objectionable 
| violence. Music is provided by the 
| organ. 

Commercials led from the hero’s 
' endurance to the plug that Nabisco 
| Shredded Wheat “can help you set 
| your own endurance record.” 





“Mind In| 


BIG TOP CIRCUS PARTY 

With Randy Atcher; Ralph Hansen 
announcer-m.c. 

Writer: Jean Clos 

Producer: Russell Pirkey 

30 Mins., Sat., 10:30 a.m. 

|W. T. YOUNG FOOD PRODUCTS 

WKLO, Louisville 

| (Farson & Huff) 


Something this town has been 
|needing for a long time on a.m. 
|radio is a good kid’s show in the 
/Saturday morning slot. WKLO, 
| new airer in the Henry Clay hotel, 
|has the spot for it, with a ball- 
|room studio accommodating 700. 
| At show caught, some 500 kids 
were having a swell time with m.c. 
Randy Atcher, station’s staff cow- 
boy yodeler, all a good ad for the 
sponsor’s peanut butter product. 


: PYAR | Show has an assortment of au- 

Perl told the story in live, real dience 
dialog. That he was dealing with a 
important 
problem, did not slow down his| 
dramatic form. That is why the 60 


participation 


in 
sounds, 


petition 
animal 


show that day. 
Atcher has a_ breezy, 


| 


‘effective kid entertainment, 


of adult listeners, too. Hold 





LET’S KEEP GOING 
With Frances 
| Moore, Danny Kaye, 


stuff, with 
bubble-gum chewing contest, com- 
identifying recorded 
kids vying with 
each other in emptying a nursing 
bottle filled with water, and com- 
munity singing, with the moppets 
all joining in “Happy Birthday” to 
those celebrating birthdays on the 


friendly 
way with the kids, and tosses in a 
couple of songs during the pro- 
‘ceedings. Plays his own guitar ac- 
/ comp. ge gy are punched 
over to the kids in nice style by 
Norman Frank, | Ralph Hansen, and they register | 
on the air. Entire session is most | 


Langford, Garry | told 
Madeleine George Washington Carver, 


Budington Kelland, has been disin-| series of documentaries scheduled 


'terred from a fictional valhalla to| 
form the basis of a new transcribed 


WOR, N. Y. 
heard over the Mutual net the pre- | 
ceding evening. 

Inaugural installment in this dra- | 
matie airer showed that “Scatter- | 
|good,” a prosy, well-meaning old 
gentleman who pries into other | 
people’s affairs, undoubtedly will 
find a wide acceptance among the | 
sedentary, middle-aged listener 
bracket. However, the leisurely 
tone and general theme of the 
stanza will tend to restrict the in- 
terest of younger dialers. 

Cast in the title role, Wendell 
Holmes in the opening shot played | 
Cupid to a bookkeeper and aj} 
‘femme librarian who have been| 
keeping company for more than 20 | 
years. Although his scheme to push | 
them into matrimony worked out to | 
perfection, little suspense was! 


;interesting and above-average 


ias result. 


' generated for listeners, since it was | 


;obvious how 
imately turn out. 

Holmes’ portrayal was finely 
‘drawn while supporting players 
ably projected the atmosphere of a 
typical, small hinterland com- 
munity. If dialers are seeking some 
old fashioned drama, homespun 
and unsophisticated, this is it. 
| Gilb. 


9 2224444444444)556 44»! 


Followup Comment 


OO 464446 6444664666664665 
Fibber McGee & Molly left Wist- 


things would ulti- | 


| 


| 





| 


WORK IN PROGRESS 

With Billy Quinn, Cameron Prud’- 
homme, Art Carney, Ann Lin- 
coln, Joseph de Santis, Maurice 
Tarplin, King Calder, Roger de 
Koven; Olin Tice, announcer 

Scripter: Walter Bernstein 

Director: Albert Ward 

Producer: Werner Michel 

30 Mins., Sun. (6), 1:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from N. Y. 
This CBS program was first in a 


by the four networks, in coopera- 
tion with the Advertising Council, 
to further the latter’s campaign to 


MARCH OF DIMES 

Producer - Director: 
chanan 

4 Hrs.; Sat., ht 

WTAM-WNBE-TV, Cleveland 


Radio’s socko March of Di 
drive established a community 
first that saw the five AM out- 
lets combining to raise more than 
$17,000. 

As engineered by chairman 
Pinky Hunter, WHK, four Satur- 
day nights and one afternoon stan- 
zas were employed. In Saturday 
sessions, all stations but one 
signed out at midnight and told 
audience to tune to outlet remain- 


Stuart Bu. 





While Sunday’s (6) 


program was | 
in | 
many ways, it also had its draw-| 
backs, to make it difficult to see | 
just how this better understanding 
was promoted. 

Program was the story of a small | 
Oregon community threatened | 
with a ghost-town future because | 
the leading industry in town was 
in danger of failure. Plant was a 
paper and pulp mill, recklessly run 
by its owner, who has used up most 
of the available timber in the area | 
and now planned closing his mill | 
His civil engineer son, | 
however, realized more fully the! 
mill’s responsibility to the town! 
and determined to do his best to, 
save both mill and community. | 
Plan involved the aid of the town 
in improving some land to make | 
some distant timber accessible, 


and other manifestations of satin! 


and economic planning. 

Program was sometimes more a) 
plug for collectives than a plea for 
individual enterprise, and was 


otherwise sugar-coated with a typi- | 


cal smalltown romance. But it had 
tempo, and was well-written, with 
terse, man-of-the-street dialog. It 
was well-directed, too, except for 
tendency of father and son to 
shout at each other too much. 


Otherwise it was well acted. 
Bron, 





BROADWAY SHOWCASE 
With Ruth Holland, Irving Landau 
orch; announcer, Stanley Burns 


‘ful Vista Thursday (3) for an ap-| Writer: Raphael Hayes 


pearance on CBS’ “Suspense.” 
Sally Thorson turned out a top- 


drawer script, “Back Seat Driver,” | 15 Mins.; Tues.-thru-Sat.; 7:45 p. m. 


| 


Producer: Sidney Robbins 
Director: Eddie Bender 


which provided an excellent vehi- MEN TUCKER FURS 
‘\cle for the McGees. The story was | WINS, N. Y. 


| that of a husband and wife driving 


|dramatic acting. It was 


| into the radio diet. 


‘laughs and_ Fibber 
humorous chit-chat about Auto- 


| Lite Spark Plugs. 





| offered 


The denouement brought some | 
& Molly | 
'wrapped the whole thing up with | tent. 


With a musical format consist- 


stanza within 


On show caught Saturday (5), 


ful World.” Her tones are far 
from outstanding, yet:they fall in 
the Hildegarde idiom to some ex- 


Irving Landau’s crew is a com- 


/petent group. But both his outfit | 


| and Miss Holland might have had 
better chance to display their 


’ “ $ ” + a s 
| NBC’s “Eternal Light” airer, | abilities had not at least a third 
but presented under the auspices of 
show must have a goodly number the Jewish Theolo 


of the 15 minutes been taken up 


gical Seminary, by long spiels in behalf of the 
“The Man Who Knew | pbankroller’s furs. 


One of the sev- 


Carver” on Sunday (6) to mark | eral plugs, actually timed, ran one 


Lincoln’s Birthday. Written by 
| Morton Wishengrad, the drama re- 
the intriguing career 


| Carroll, Alfred Drake, Jon Hall, Negro agricultural scientist whose 


Robert Merrill 
Producer D. L. Provost 
Director Paul Harrison 
Sustaining 
; One Shot, 

WNBC, N. Y. 


' and 
demands of the new peacetime 
teen age Army, teed off its appeal 
for funds with a bright name- 
laden show, several of whom are 
veteran preformers on the USO 
and Veterans Hospital Camp 
Shows Service. Frances Langford, 
Madeleine Carroll and Danny 
Kaye, who entertained GI's during 
the war, resumed their patriotic 
endeavor with this program. 

The variety format served its 


| purpose admirably. Program mixed | 
levity for good | 
Garry Moore and/! 


seriousness and 
overall effect, 
Miss Langford in a hospital sketch, 
Alfred Drake enacting Superman 
at home provided some _ pleasing 
moments. The writing was bright 
and production was extremely 
careful during these sequences. It 
remained for Danny Kaye to break 
up the place. His informal clown- 
ing couldn’t be measured exactly 
and there were several evident 
bouts with the time-clock. How- 
ever his rendition of an offkey 
singer made for a strong exit. En- 
tertainment contingent was com- 
pleted by Robert Merrill with 
“Largo a Factotum.” 

Appeals by Madeleine Carroll. 
Charles Boyer and Jon Hall hit 
the mark. 

Program indicated that show- 
business is again out front in war 
jor peace. Jose. 


work did so much to improve farm 
technique in the south. The story 


| was effectively and poignantly told, | r 
with Maurice Ellis doing an excel- | Producer: Gainsberough Associates | 


The USO born during wartime his simplicity, his desire to do good | 
now converted to meet the for all the people of the south, his | 


lent job in the role of Carver. It 


‘caught the character of the man— 


| wit and humor. 

Following the dramatization, 
| Walter White, head of the National 
Assn. for the Advancement of 
| Colored People, made a short hard- 
‘hitting speech pointing up that 
|Carver’s achievements were 
tribute to democracy, just as the 
restrictions on his work—and the 
prejudice 


which works 


| 
of | 
the | 


minute, 47 seconds. Gi 


HERE’S HEIDY 
With Heidy Mayer; George Hogan, 
announcer 


| Writer: Miss Mayer 
| Director: Albert Arkus 


alin that 


| 


similar achievements by Negroes | 


_today—-are to America’s shame. 





William S. Gailmor, the liberal 
|commentator, got a two-way Sun-. 
day spread on WLIB, N. Y. His 2 
p.m. stanza is participating, with 
spots for Stuhmer’s Pumpernickel 
and Liebowitz and Noble Clothes. 
The 4 p.m. airer is bankrolled by 
the newsletter published by Jo- 


15 Mins.; 8:45 a.m., Sunday 
Sustaining 
WOR, New York 


Heidy Mayer, who handled a 


series of children’s programs over | 


WNYC, N. Y.’s municipal station, 
is now spotted Sunday mornings 
on WOR, N. Y., and should prove 


a welcome addition to station’s | 


lineup of such programs. 

Miss Mayer’s program is unique 
instead of just straight 
chatter, she dramatizes an episode 


' | geared to the moppet audience and 
against | 


acts it out, playing parts herself, 
as well as doing her own scripting. 
For teeoff stanza Sunday (7) she 


‘employed the saga of the wayward 
bus, publicized some months ago 


/up in Florida. 


_hannes Steel, the gabber who is | 


currently off the air. 

Both broadcasts are the same in 
format, but different subjects are 
covered. Both are angled to Gail- 
mor’s philosophy that listeners 
must ‘“‘think with their heads rather 
than with the headlines.” 


when a Bronx bus driver, desiring 
to get away from it all, wound 


of the incident it was the bus that 
jumped control and_— shanghaied 
the driver to a sunny clime. In it 
Miss Mayer essays the chatter of 
the weary bus, the driver, com- 
pany exec and other 
At tag the bus is recovered and 
relegated to an uneventful cross- 


_town route to make the punish- 


Gailmor’s personality is forceful | 
and his views definite without dog- | 


matism. He raised a number of hot | 
issues, such as U. S. policy in Ger- 
many and the treatment of political 
prisoners by the Greek govern- 
; ment. 


ment fit the crime. 
It all comes off in a manner that 


should have tickled the juves lis- | 


tening in. Edba. 





Yankton, S.D. — Dick Harris. 
} Manager of 
KELO, Sioux Falls, has joined the 
Staff of WNAX, Yankton, as assist- | Stander, 
,ant promotion manager. j 


former promotion 


|listening point. 


In her paraphrase | 


characters. | 


ing on the air. That station pro- 
ceeded to utilize available talent 
from other units in program de- 
voted exclusively to pledges for 
March of Dimes. Participating in 
Saturday stints were WGAR 
WHK, WJW, WSRS and WTAM. ' 

Last stanza (29) fell to WTAM 
which utilized visiting firemen for 
AM-FM-TV program that lasted 
until 4 a.m. The night’s perform- 
ance sparkled primarily because of 
Bob Hope’s appearance. Program 
also utilized parade of city talent: 
added gimmick was promise of 
radio set to pledger from farthest 
Winner was a 
Puerto Rico contributor. 

Hope’s straight 75-minute stint 
over AM and under TV kliegers 
was a pulsating and dramatic trib- 
/ute to the star’s unselfishness in 


| helping to promote community en- 


|deavor despite the vigors of a 
tough road trip in trying weather. 
_Program-wise, the Hope stanza 
did much to steady an otherwise 
|rocky schedule. At best, a combo 
AM-video performance is difficult. 
When attempted along with a 
| steady change in performers it 
|necessitates planning and delicate 
| coordination. 
| As for all participating talent—~— 
| Orchids. 
Also. participating in radio's 
‘March of Dimes efforts were 
| WEWS-TV, which utilized two fea- 
|ture shows, and WJMO, daytime 
AMer, which devoted entire Satur- 
day from sunup to sundown to 
drive. Mark. 


| 

| YOUR ALMANAC 

| With Patrick Riley, Jeanne Mac- 
Kenna, George Ramsby, Harold 
Katrun’s orch 

| Writer: Marvin David 

Producer: Bev Dean 


‘home after a night at the movies |ing of a small band and a vocalist, | 15 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m. 
and finding a desperate murderer | “Broadway Showcase” is a mod- | Sustaining 

in the back seat. Situation built up| estly entertaining 
|plenty of suspense, at the same | the limits of its small budget. Pro- | 
‘time allowing F&M scope for good | gram uses three singers, spotting | 
pretty them individually on different eve- | 
;much all the McGees and they nings. 

'handled the assignment master- | 
fully. It showed, once again, that warbler Ruth Holland displayed a | 
comics can play it straight and that | plaintive, throaty stvle in chirping | 
| switch casting can put some spice | ‘By the Way” and “It’s a Wonder- 


| WBBM, Chicago 
“Alamanac” is another music 

and pattern menu for breakfasters. 
Jeanne MacKenna and George 

Ramsby warble standard pop agree- 
ably. Host Patrick Riley chips in 
with an occasional novelty num- 
ber, and leads harmless three-way 
kidding. Program gives time and 
weather reports, along with odd 
| data culled from almanacs. 
| “Almanac” gives pleasant lift to 
|a.m. grouchers. Music and chatter 
_ are well spaced, with songs “Across 
| the Irish Sea,” “Poor Butterfly” 
/ and “Back in the Old Backyard” 
| aimed to satisfy cross-section of 
listeners. Impromptu humor, 
| happily, is nof overdone. Mart. 


| 


| 
SEX GUIDANCE FOR YOUTH 
| With Reg Merridew, Judge Mary B. 
| Grossman, Mrs. Russell Jelliffe, 
__ Mrs. Neil Mathews 
Producer-Director: Merridew 
Writer: Mrs. Aldarilla Beistle 
15 Mins., Sun., 1:45 p.m. 
WGAR, Cleveland 
_WGAR gets credit for bringing a 
six-week series on sex education 
onto the air. The series is prepared 
by trained health educators and 
social workers, with community 
leaders participating in forum talks. 
Stanza caught, entitled ‘‘Those 
Teen Age Years,” had good infor- 
mation, but voices lacked power to 
put across the point and general 
tenor was uninspiring dialog. Par- 
ticipants, Judge Mary B. Grossman, 
‘Mrs. Russell Jelliffe and Mrs. Neil 
Mathews, are all well qualified to 
discuss the point, but the value of 
their words failed to rapes : 
Mark. 





pe eee ee 
LUNCHEON IN EMPIRE ROOM 
With Bob Snyder, Guests 

15 Mins., Mon. to Fri., 12:30 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

WPTR, Albany 

Traffic broadcasts, recently in- 
augurated from Ten Eyck hotel, 
carry listeners along varying levels 
‘of interest. Whether they will con- 
sistently traverse the better roads 
depends upon Snyder's success 1n 
corraling area guests of name, per- 
sonality and background appeal, 
and whether participants can 
quickly merge for lively luncheon 
exchanges. He made a fairly aus- 
Ppicious start the first week. 

The Joe E. Brown-“‘Harvey” com- 
‘pany guester, with Charles A. 
'Smakwitz, Warner zone manager, 
Jerry Atkin, WB publicity man, and 
Bill Pope, WPTR sportcaster, 
‘added, should have been an out- 
but failure to explore 


(Continued on page 40) 
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~ SUMMER HIATUS POSES PROBLEM 

















FCC Cracks Down on Delinquent 


CP Holders; May Revoke Grants: 


Washington, Feb. 8. 


Crackdown on permittees of tele- | 


7% 





+ 


Wanted: a Formula 


| 








INDUSTRY SPL 
UN VAGATI 





NS 


Should television sponsors give 


UA NBC Set Up Uniform TV Rental 
Systems Based on Rate Cards 


7% 





a 


Hunks of TV History 





NBC television's film department 
is dropping its present rental sys- 


vision stations believed stalling on ; |up their high-budgeted shows dur- tem, which is »ased on a compli- 
construction was attaining the pro- You can't tell the players ing the summer at the expense of First show to be televised cated population index in each 
portions of a roundup last week without a scorecard. Producer- seriously impeding the industry's and radioed was at N. Y. market, in favor of pricing pictures 
as the Federal Communications director Max Liebman and his growth? That's the problem that World’s Fair June 23, 1937, by on a percentage of each’ Station's 
Commission scheduled hearings staff have been wracking their is currently giving both the net- NBC. It was a floppo; too rate card. New system which is 
for next month on two applications brains trying to find a way to works and ad agencies one of their much flicker. “It was an ex- similar to that which will be in- 
for time extensions to complete ide *ntify the performers on _ biggest headaches—and the equally pose rather than a demonstra augurated by United Artists when 
installations. — ‘Admiral Broadway Rev good arguments both pro and con tion,’ opined VARIETY it launches its telefilm ‘distrib 
Previously, th e Commission tele show without interfe sl haven’t eased matters any Tom Terris starred in the March 1, is based on the assump- 
scheduled the application of the with the visual pacing of the In favor of TV’s most popular first television drama, “Mum tion that the rate card most pl 
Louisville Courier-Journal, which program, but haven't been able programs bypassing the radio pat- my Case,” made by RCA- ly approximates a station’s box- 
owns WHAS, for additional time to come up with the right tern of the summer hiatus. are NBC i: 1938. office, since it in itself is based on 
to construct its video outlet. ois mg Hoe . those who believe this year will see Joe Laurie, Jr various contributing pricing fac- 
request is to be heard Feb. 28, Already tried and discarded tele accomplish its biggest cow. === eects ec 
together with the rival bids for were super-impositions of the Many cities will be getting TV for UA is now attempting to set up 


purchase of the Louisville radio 
and television stations. 


Last week, the first extension; eign films, and insertion of a Milton Berle, Ed Sullivan, Arthur oy the picture. Idea is to get more 
request to be given a hearing — simulated play bill between Godfrey and “Phileo TV Play- ‘ rental for film exhibited during 
Raytheon Mfg. Co.—revealed how} numbers. Both were found to | house” programs they've been preferred nighttime hours, for in- 
CBS became interested in purchas- impede the show’s action. reading about in the papers. If é Cpix OSs wes stance, than during the day. 
ing a video permit in Boston where such shows go off the air for the According to NBC-TV film chief 
it also has an application pending e \usual 13-week vacation, it’s ° Russ Johnston, the switch was 
for one of the unassigned channels. Pri e f Set T | claimed, many potential set-buyers made when his recent trip to sta- 
Raytheon counsel testified acquisi- C S 0 S 0 | will be deterred from investing, evap, XINgs tions around the country showed 
tion of a site acceptable to zoning | with the. result that they might the rate card percentage to be 
officials — a long va oe elle sour on the medium for some time New York Daily News’ WPIX, | ™ore equitable for both the web 
BR gi cggeers tad, sytem ny 0 Be Stabilized At to come, confronted with an estimated en Hh Prec cise —_ s Hege _. 
through and the company con-| _ Thus, these trade observers be- | weekly loss of $6,000 in production cal par hapa es ~l amt aoe “A % 
tacted CBS to take over the pro-| lieve the sponsors of such pro-\of its syndicated TelePix news- Thus Johnston Ree sit dada Stine 
ject. However, Raytheon told FCC, | grams should maintain them dur- reel, has dropped the syndicated ta? uihens Sekai a 10 2s ee a 
it afterward decided to go through | resent eve S ing the summer in order to insure edition to concentrate on news of | Ph ae Whe gi c local rate 
it rt ile to ae ae the largest possible coverage in the more local interest to N. Y. view- S@™@GS 1S etter than one based on 
hbeend en ‘ | quickest possible time. Bankrol- ers. Following the failure of Fox population, since a city with a 
ordered equipment and that it is r ohh oie ith th uring January, audience during that June to Sep- week for renewal of its pact with) 74) less po lathe eh thtahg Se Lp 
proceeding in good faith with the lg r Bent 2 hae Paes ae short- tember period, but the investment Camel cigarets, the International Sines NEC" he rai rn : 
station. — | that . Be ee Me glow re pa they'll be making for the future News Service-Telenews reel re- hold ently for ie veo saa = “a 

The c smn gat it 1 enending a oecue lee the remairtdet will more than compensate them mains as the single indie TV film) 3) op = oduced espe- 

The company said it 1s Ss} of this year will be fairly well for the current trimming they service in operation. Latter has cially for video. Web is bypassing 
$475.000 for the station, including | stabilized at their present levels, might take. already signed with several of the | 2S, 'aF a8 possible distribution of 
$111,000 for intangibles. Its con- according to Hamilton Hoge, prez Different Talent Problem stations which had subscribed to | 0/4 features, and will base its ren- 
epee gees was granted in) of U.S. Television. Possibility re- The st nn a ig tg gO TelePix ag tay 9 _ tals on whatever such product it 

ay, 6. mains, however, that manufactur- | |. that > Magy eet vn ecch shows Daily News was shelling out a continues to handle on the rates 


WHAS Properties Involved 





When the WHAS hearings are prices, wy |¢ ‘eceiving fr ine a- 
held, the Commission will an to |effect represent a marked savings 1M fact. they caging ve ~ oe a eaeatae he tae web to get rentals ranging from 
know why the Courier-Journal has |for the public. are + Sewers re ey or a WPIX) only $2 000. Twenty-eight ere of the station time rate, 
not completed its video station, for Illustrative of the added feature rated a“ _ anereee See ei staffers have been trimmed from depending ~ the cost of the film. 
which it received a construction policy is the new Admiral combi- ularity, since the public will thus thi tati “ne newsreel department Johnston said the costs will be 
— « nation console, which includes a| have less inclination to tire Of | et ne tine to handle the rewinnd | srmed, tO get evats back on all Gime 
(Continued on page 38) 10-inch video tube. both AM and them. But, they point out, the big leaving nine to handle the revised turned out this vear. 
™ radio and two-speed phono- vaudeo shows would need only a age ol — is wage to “eo UA has been running into some 
? igraph for standard 78 and 3314 substitute emcee cor the summer, ae retell : laa fey ce Bins Phat difficulty in preparing its schedule 
Cia. S ensor [r.p.m. records. Set lists at $399.95 ios the bg nya a = cage egy. Em nae 3 rh pF ts mrtg oe of charges since the time a station 
sgl Pot : ; he | gardless. As for the dramatic ser- |! Sli ) | ee ; 
Shen: Aduasoat's 40tnch takte-andet {tem smell as the “Pilon” ehoey, Giay | 8 laseceatly apevetitig Besle, ) "TE IR eer 
“ ‘tele receiver. Other manufactur- present an entirely new play each | Syndicated _, — Bag Al 
a or IX. angi “fh nae week, with different actors. Thus, ried by stations in Los Angeles, | “ 
bees are sduing aged circuits and the problem of talent would be Chicago, Atlanta, Boston, Mem- | (BS- Dr i 
|larger screens to their sets, while considerably less in their case. phis, Fort Worth, Pittsburgh and opping 
/holding prices stable. | Dayton, in addition to WPIX. INS- 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 


The Pennsylvania State Board of | 


Motion Picture Censors threw a 
wild hook at the fledgling tele- 
vision industry last week. with the 
announcement that all films in- 
tended for video projection must 


‘price cuts, 
;oecurred§ after 
' said 


names at the bottom of the 
screen, a la sub-titles on for- 








ers may add new features to sets 
at current which would in 


Ruling out any further 
such as those which 
Christmas, Hoge 


such a policy would force 


extreme. 


dealers to accept a lower discount. | 


This, he pointed out, eannot be 





the first time and set-buyers in 
those cities will expect to see the 


will have to be given a vacation. 


Against this line of reasoning 
are the more economically-minded 
agencies and clients, who can’t see 
shelling out the weekly budget 
costs for an audience that won't be 
there. They reason that TV during 


‘the summer will take it on the chin 


WPIX 66 Weekly 


reported $8,000 weekly for its reel 


Telenews has already moved into 
Memphis, where both its daily and 
weekly editions are to be spon-| 
sored by local General Electric | 
dealers, and Boston. In the latter 
city the National Shawmut Bank 


a price schedule based on the sta- 
tion’s rate for the time occupied 
I 


in effect for that product in each 


market. New system calls for the 





Morey Amsterdam 


After nearly a year of trying to 
project the comedic talents of 





~ tas 


ELLER LOBE TS LE Redeem + 


e tte 
att gt OLE LAREDO ey 


bear the State seal of approval. | compensated for at greater volume © thee radie, cimee the will sponsor the weekly reel, which | |Morey Amsterdam for radio-tele- el 

Announcement was made by (Continued on page 42) ee on Bonny no access to |i8 to be broken re two vision showeasing, CBS suddenly i 
Mrs. Edna R. Carroll, chairman of ’ : portable and car sets. These argue ong 4 — over a was ey ‘decided this week to drop the tf 
the Pennsy censor board, concern- | Philadel hia La ers either for a cessation of their en- the daily ree sae r ; comedian from television. He goes ee 
ing the regulation, which provided: p Wy jtire contract during the summer, and WNAC-TV. INS is also close | off in about four weeks. Mean- eH 


“All motion picture films, reels 
or views intended for projection 
or broadcast by television in Penn- 
sylvania must first be submitted 


by the exchange, owner or lessee | 


of the film, reel or view for censor- 
ship purposes. They must not be 
projected in Pennsylvania unless | 
first approved by the Board and_ 


a seal issued therefore upon pay- by the new television series, “Court formula. by i tai >Y- 1 possible Philip Morris sponsorshi 
, by paying a certain per ponsorship. 
ment of the proper fee. Said Is In Session,” which bowed in | centage of the rate cards to retain Rights To Indoor Sports. Network had made several previ- 
proper approval must be displayed Friday (4) evening over WCAU- that franchise. hasn't been worked . Cincinnati, Feb. 8. | ous attempts to sell Amsterdam as : 
upon every showing.” ‘TV and set political and legal out yet. Cincy’s three television stations a nighttime personality, but there i 


Except in cases of new product, 
which is charged per reel and per 
print, fee is nominal on reissues, 
which constitute the bulk of tele 
film fare. 

Dope is that the ruling can only | 
affect four Pennsy tele station 
(three in this city and one in Pitts- 





urgh’. Unable to see here how etc, but the high-priced legal television documentary nN ule of hockey, basketball, ice shows | of the fresher talents to emerge in 

Mrs. Carroll and censor board can talents argue it out just as if they Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower's and other attractions, including a coast-to-coast programming. — 

tnd films shown over network were be fore the bench. “Crusade in Europe” hasn't been one-nighter by Te ~~ gpa Png gives no reason for its at- 
was the tria of a man mixed u : : : ; . . ‘ 
in a boldup slaying. The initial @efinitely tee off some time in "The Arena will be opposish to | ABC’s New Rate Card 


Admiral’s 7506 TV Budget 


President Judge of the Common exclusive rights to them, is now — Pac rg wing for oe network is prepping a new 7 
Chicago, Feb. 8. Pleas Court Raymond A. MacNeille popping for a sponsor but plans W!Ch Crosiey s .WT, now a year rate card which will go into i i 
Admiral Corp. — eee presiding; District Attorney John : « A on ps cuieinées ft Oe old, and the Scripps-Howard effect between Feb. 15 and March f 
$8.000.000 for radio, tele, and ap- H. Maurer and Asst. D.A. Raymond oh a ca ..,.,. _WCPO-TV, slated to bow in May, 1. Net feels that new data on au- 4 
Pliance advertising in 1949, with A. Speiser acting for the Common- bankroller is tagged immediately. last week made bids for annual dience and viewing requires rate Hl 
$6,000,000 set for co-op newspaper Wealth, and William A. Gray, one Time slot for the shorts, accord- rentals and full video privileges. revision and changes in time j 


ads, $1,250,000 for nation 

al mags 
and $750.000 for video. y 
, ral is not planning to use | 
adio, with exception of two or 


three cities wh 
there i i 
with deslore. t will tie in 





Show Selves True Hams 


In Courtroom Series 


By JERRY GAGHAN 
Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 
Any lingering doubt that lawyers 
are true hams has been dispelled 


| Philadelphia on its ear. 

Idea is a natural. A mock trial 
is broadcast in a real setting, using 
the top names of the court and bar 


as principals—all of whom go on 


A basic script sets the trial 
actors are used for wit- 
plaintiffs. cops. 


cuffo. 
problem, 
nesses, defendants, 


program had an all-star cast with 


of the best known trial lawyers in 
the east, for the defense. 

To add verisimilitude, the mock 
trial was held in Judge MacNeille’s 
court. Room 285, City Hall. Aj- 

(Continued on page 38) . 


| less costly show, 


or else the substitution of a much 
which would be 
aired merely to cement their hold 
on a time franchise. Networks, 


| meanwhile, haven’t decided what 


ito midwest coaxial cable link. 


sort of protection to offer those 
who might decide to bow out en- 
tirely for the summer. Whether 
such sponsors will follow the radio 





MARCH TV PREEM FOR 
GEN. IKE’S ‘CRUSADE’ 


Starting date for the series of 
shorts on 


March. ABC-TV, which acquired 


ing to ABC veepee Charles (““Bud” 

Barry, will depend on the + wel 
of the sponsor. It is believed, how- 
ever, they'll be slotted Sunday 
nights when the web has the east 


to a deal with KTLA (L.A.), Pen while, the web, it’s reported, is still 


bankrolling will be picked up 
(Continued on page 42) 


Cincy TV Stations In 
Scramble To Grab Off 








are scrambling for protection on 
‘local indoor sports and show video 
rights. 

The Times-Star WKRC-TV, CBS 
affiliate, beat the gun by inking an 
exclusive pact with the Cincinnati 
Arena, new _ 13,000-seater which 
opens Feb. 22 with a heavy sched- 


downtown Music Hall’s 3,500-seat 


Charles W. Bauer, Jr., manager of 
the chamber, said both deals are 
still in the conversational stage. 
These two stations share video 
rights for home games this season 


- jof the Cincy Reds. 


mulling the fate of his radio show. 

Amsterdam’s AM program is 
heard Tuesday nights 9:30 to 10 
and he’s been getting a video whirl 
on Monday nights. In addition, 
CBS had recently auditioned a new 
half-hour, cross - the - board after- 
noon show for Amsterdam for 


were no takers. 

Decision to drop Amsterdam 
from video (he recently bowed out 
of his WMGM, N. Y.. cross-the- 
board show because of his two- 
way network affiliation) comes on 
the heels of both trade-layman ap- 
praisal which stamped him as one 





classifications. 

This will be the first revision of 
the TV rate card since it went into 
effect last August. Provision grant- 
ing sponsors who also use AM a 


' 212° discount will be retained. 
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Sweet, |. 


hill, Earl Kennedy and _ Isabel | 
Leighton. Package will be handled | 
by the William Morris office and | 
Miss Leighton may play the femme | 
lead. 

“Operation Fun Club,” half-hour | 
children’s film show for TV, has 





been set by Hartley Productions, | 
N. Y. Show is designed for sale | 
ito either a single sponsor at $2,500 | 
lor to five participating bankrollegs | 
lat $500 each, with all commercials | 
ito be integrated into the script. 
|Leon Janney, emcee on NBC-TV’s 
“Stop Me If You’ve Heard This,’ |} 


will act as moderator. 


“Custard Pie Theatre,” weekly | 
series of film shows compiled from 
lthe footage cf early-day Hollywood | 
and featuring such one-time greats | 
| as Pearl White, Theda Bara, Texas | 
Guinan, ete., has been packaged 
|} by Grand International Films. Se- 
ries starts Feb. 25 over WABD 
| (DuMont, N. Y.), with DuMont | 
i}announcer Roger Forster narrat- | 
ing. Films are to be made avail- 
| able to TV stations throughout the 
|'U.S. and to BBC in England. 











Category Wanted 


Hollywood’s Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences, 
in making its annual awards 
henceforth, should take into 
consideration the comparative 
budgets of different shows by 
establishing separate catego- 
ries for the lower and higher- 
priced productions. That’s the 
opinion of Rudy Vallee, sec- 
retary of the Television Film 
Producers Assn., whose “It 
Could Happen to You” ran 
fourth in the best film race. 

Vallee pointed out that his 
film, which cost only +$1,185, 
was more within the budget 
of the average tele sponsor or 
station today than the costly 
“Diamond Necklace,” Marshall 
Grant-Realm production, which 
copped the award. Vallee de- 
clared he didn’t want to de- 
tract from the quality of 
“Necklace,” but averred that 
the average video bankroller 
at this time can’t afford the 
price American Tobacco is 
paying to bankroll the Grant- 
Realm series. Therefore, he 
said, there should be another 
award category. 











New Tele Business | 


WENR-TV, Chi, reports new 
business in announcements for 
Tavern Pale Beer through W. B. 
Doner agency; Spiegel, Inc., 
through Schwimmer & Scott, 
agency; Murphy and Miller, Inc., 
through Arthur Meyerhoff agency; 
Canadian Ace Brewing Co., 








through Louis Weitzman agency; 
Wells Petroleum Co., through 
Guenther-Bradford agency; Atlas 


Brewing Co., through Olian agency; 
American Tobacco Co., through N. 
W. Ayer; and for Television Fore- 
| east publication. 

Teldisco, Inc., distributor of Du- 
Mont Telesets in northern New 
Jersey, signed to bankroll “Johnny 
Olsen’s Rumpus Room,” aired 
cross-the-board from 10:30-11 a.m. 
over the DuMont web. Agency is 
Elliott Nonas. 

Three new clients were signed 
this week by WNBT, NBC’s key 
N. Y. tele outlet. They include BB 
Pen Co., which gets the Tuesday 








Fairbanks’ New 
Low Rental Pi 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


New series of five-minute film 


shows, titled “Crusader Rabbit,” is | 


being produced by Jerry Fairbanks 
for sale to stations and advertisers 


night 7:30 station break, through | 
| Foote, Cone & Belding; Hand-| 
| macher-Vogel, Inc., for the 7:45 
'p.m. station break Tuesdays and 
| Thursdays, t}Zrough the Zan Dia- | 
| mond agency, and Eaton Shoes, for | 
| one-minute spots in the “Easy Does | 
‘It’. program Mondays and the sta- 
tion’s signoff Wednesdays. Agency 
|for the latter account is Ford, 
| Nichols & Todd of Boston. 

WEWS-TV, Cleveland: Home 


A » 

re Being Evolved at Roach Studios 

Napier and Reginald Denny, each 

Roach studios, dramatizes the de- |Home,” based on the former Broad- 

note of a common attitude that ob- 
The $55-per-day stipend is the 

still struggling albeit lusty infant, 

Realm Productions, which is pro- 

exact 26% minute featurette, the 

ville Cooper, and others. 

Grant - Realm production corps 

ent downbeat in major studio pro- 

some new values. They envision | Plans to Authors League will range from $75 weekly up to | 
feel ditto—or at least hope so. | in New! key metropolitan centres. 
writer-producers Stanley Rubin | tele jurisdiction is to be consid- peehdiedl 


80 TELEVISION 
How TV Pix Techniques, Patt 
OW IX Lechniques, r atterms 
By ABEL GREEN ] 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. TV 
Watching Evelyn Ankers, Alan New P ackages 
working at $55 per day—or $110 
each for their two-day stint—mak-| New television and radio serial 
ing television films at the Hal|package titled “Home, 
sire of all picture people “to get|way legiter, “Spring Again,” . has 
into video.” This yearning to “get|been packaged by Daniel S. Tut- 
into” this new medium is tle key- 
tains among the rank-and-filers who 
realize ‘“‘television is here to stay; 
we can’t fight it, so let’s join it.” 
basic minimum set up by the 
Screen Actors Guild and since all 
recognize that the medium is a 
the cooperation by crafts and 
talents is unusual. At this $55 
daily wage, the Marshall Grant- 
ducing this series of 26 shorts for 
American Tobacco (Lucky Strike), 
at an $8,500-$10,000 budget for an 
producers have gotten such play- 
ers as Jeanne Cagney, J. Edward 
Bromberg, Morris Carnovsky, Mel- 
Veterans of the wars, their flex- 
ibility into the TV pix medium is 
signalized by the statement of the 
which observes that like all real 
actors, “these players want to act, 
so price is no object.” The pres- 
duction looms as a factor, as does | at one of the lowest prices yet for 
the hope that, from this direct-| ° | pix made especially for TV. Rent- 
into-the-home market may emerge Seaton Brings SWG Tele als for a_ five-times-a-week show | 
themselves revitalized as possible | $150, depending on the size of | 
new favorites. And the producers | George Seaton, SWG executive the market area, for all but the | 
| board member, arrived 
Rudy Abel, production super- | York over the weekend, to attend noe : bring the 
visor; g.m. Norman Elzer; directors | today’s (Wed.) meeting of the Au- Ping ggee'g Py Ae ge dbe Bovine 3 the 
Charles Haas and Sobey Martin; | thors League council, at which the ; . 
and Lewis Lantz, along with Mar- | ered. rs ve - 
shall Grant, are alumni of major| He conferred Monday (7), with | Which much of the har seperagnarenes <4 
tudios. They know actors by\ Oscar Hammerstein 2d, in an at-| fected through varying camera 
: “ y / |angles. Minimum of actual anima- | 


of 
system, in| 


animation 


type and calling. Their pipelines | tempt to iron out the differences | {. k 
are personal and prolific. As they | between the League and SWG ,tion is also employed. 


whip up these PD (public domain) | positions on the matter. 


hockey games for Pabst Brewing | 
Co. through Warwick & Legler; 
Linn Sheldon, comic disker two 
nights 15-minutes for 13 weeks, 
Rogers Jewelry; Reddi-Wip spots | 
through Richard T. Brandt, Lyon | 
Tailoring spots, Ohio Adv.; Benrus | 
Watch Co., spots. 

WNBK-TV, 


Cleveland:  Leisy 
Erickson; Lyon Tailoring, spots, 
Ohio Adv., and Bulova Watch Co. 
spots, Biow Co. 

Pabst Brewing signed to sponsor 
pickups of the Saturday night home 
games of the Cleveland Barons 


scripts out of de Maupassant, Haw- | 
thorne, Poe, Doyle, etc., they know | 
Fo how to hew to the line. | 





Columbus — Both RCA and 
Philco are holding demonstrations 


| to sell them himself or turn them} March 19. Agency is Warwick & 
/ over to NBC for distribution. His | Legler. 

|contract with NBC, which was re- Fisher Wallpaper Co. inkgd as a 
newed for a second year last month, | participating sponsor in “Charm 


{here for their dealers this week 


Time,” Tuesday afternoon show on 


Precise Footage i tion for TV-Day in Co- | provides that everything he turns | 

: _;4in preparation for -Day in Co-| =A 
y Rage See oo vee grog» —_— /lumbus March 27, when WLWC, | out for television must be turned | 
ule. ey dont start to snoot u ithe Crosley video station is sched- | over to NBC if he doesn’t release | 


WxXYZ-TV, Detroit, and also signed 
for two spots weekly on “Lady of 
Charm” on the same station. For- 


Alpen cnadiclallimmt-sipthten iit iiecine 





til three scripts are set for the d 
week. Each consumes two days; | uled to go on the air. 


ythem directly. 





|rest Webster is the agency. 








three 2614-min. featurettes, every | 
six shooting days. And that 
doesn’t mean 27 mins. It means 
exactly 2,375 feet and 8 frames of 
precise footage. It means fine and 
skillful writing, since cutting not 





Tele Chatter 








wen 





(Continued on page 42) 


SAG's Protection- 


New York 


Dorothy Gish 
| vision debut Sunday night (13) on 








following the lead of her sister, 


e | Lillian, who debuted the previous 
] or ent Sunday in “The Late Christopher | Gjyps 
Bean”... .Ex-flack Hardie Frieberg | Think” program. out of WENER-TV, 


| opened a new TV package agency, 


Conforming to the new general ;named Columbia Television Pro-| new Bell & Howell head 


pattern for eastern film craft and | ductions, which will specialize in 
talent unions, the Screen Actors | filmed spots utilizing top person- 
Guild is pressing for increased pro- | lities....ARE-TV now servicing 


- A +, | its affiliate sWtions with video re- 
tection for its members engaged in | .o dings at a total cost per Station 


productions which may wind up on, 

television. In current contract | netting’ next Thureiee + an 
talks with eastern producers, SAG | pyMont’s “International Revue” 
is demanding a provision in the| __ John H. Mills, formerly with 
new minimum basic agreement for NBC’s guest relations department, 
extra compensation for actors in| named assistant director of TV 
films designed for double exhibi-| field programs....Ex-WPIX’er 
tion in regular film channels and Rudy Bretz off on a _ six-weeks’ 
on TV. | tour of tele stations in 30 states 


SAG, which covers about 100 | to gather material for his forth- 
film thespers in the eastern area, | ©°™ing “Tools of Television” book 


: *|....Macey’s department store now 
recently opened talks with produc advertising a group of specially- 
ers following a collective bargain- | designed television armchairs 
ing election victory at eastern) New Grace and Paul Hartman 
studios. Ken Thompson, SAG’s show on NBC-TV, bankrolled by 
television representative, is cur-| Textron through J. Walter Thomp- 
rently on the Coast conferring with son, scheduled for a Feb. 27 kick- 
SAG heads in Hollywood on gen- off in the 7:30 to 8 Sunday night 
eral policy regarding video-pix slot. 
producers. 
Meantime, the eastern division . 
of the Screen Directors Guild, Chicago 
which also has been carrying 0n| Pon O’Connor, formerly of Mi- 
prolonged talks with the 60 pro- ami, added to WBKB announcing 
ducers operating between New |staff....Chi Tribune’s Golden 
York and Chicago, is now marking Gloves to be videoed by WGN-TV 
time until its new executive board | and fed to CBS-TV east and mid- 
meets Feb. 15. Jack Glenn, March West network. Jack Brickhouse 
of Time director who recently Will report... Second annual Tel- 
replaced Gene Martell of Para-| €Vision and Electrical Living show 


| set for Sept. 30-Oct. 9 at Chi Colis- 

mount as SDG prexy, will formu- Pp : ons 
.;eum. Art Holland of Malcolm- 

late SDG at that time. It is unde-'| Fong agency handles....White 


cided whether SDG will continue | go. baseball fans to Ee 

its former policy of encouraging | this summer unless Chi Aellenp 
eastern production through agree- pony up $100,000 for airing priv- 
ing to accept a 20% discount on ileges....NBC Chi studio going all 
wage scales for video-pix, lout for local TV talent. Helen 





Carey in charge of auditions.... 


(7).... Eddie Hubbard hosted tap 


NBC-TV’s “Philco Television Play- ‘s 
house” in “Story of Mary Surratt,” | dancer Ray Malone of “Raze the 


| Roof” revue over ABC-TV last 
week (4)... WGN-TV’s Robert Hib- 
bard addressed Fed. of Women’s 

here....“What Do You 





| featured 29-year-old Charles Percy, 
Mon. 
night (7)... WBKB showing Charlie 


_Chaptin oldies each Sat. nite, with | 


new twist. Emcee Russ Davis of- 
fers cash prizes to viewers who 
_identify characters, autos, ete., 
| while film is running. 

Fran Harris, video director for 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, sporting en- 
gagement ring from Ralph Tuch- 
man. 





Hollywood 


_Hal Roach, Jr., is producing a 
video series, “Don’t Be a Sucker,” 
for his Showcase Productions. ... 
Charles “Buddy” Rogers has been 
‘inked to emcee television show 
“Punch With Buddy.” Program, 
which bows on KLAC-TV, has been 

_packaged by Mal Boyd, Stanley 
Cowan and Andre Paul “Be a 
/Good Sport,” audience participa- 
tion show emceed by Eddie Stan- 
| ley, bows on KTSL_ Saturday. 
| “Sport” is a comedy competition 
| show packaged by Tele-Scriptions 
|.... Billy Eckstine and Will Mas- 





ton Trio appearing on Don Lee’ 


Music Hall today (8)....“What’s 
New,” starring Constance Moore, 
/moves to Friday and becomes a 15- 
minute shot on KTTV Friday (11) 
_.-..KTTV has leased eight pic- 
tures in the “Range Buster” series 
for telensing on the station. Pix 
_ have been leased from Sam Hersch. 
Films were made in 1942 at Mono- 
gram.... Attwood Productions has 
leased its ‘““What’s in a Name” tele- 
pix to WGN-TV, Chicago. The 13- 
week series features Tony O’Dare. 
_— three and one-half minutes 


k h , Pianist Herbie Mintz began five-a- 
makes her tele-| week tele series on WNBQ Mon. 


| A. Gettelman Brewing Co. signed 
_to bankroll five pickups of the Mil- 
| waukee Journal Golden Gloves 
| tournament on WTMJ-TV, Journal 





Staff of 60 for New 


“Camel News Caravan,” which be- 
gins on the web Feb. 16. Thoman 
| will coordinate all phases of the 
|daily 15-minute operation, which 
is being lined up as the most ambi- 
| tious news program yet staged on 





| TV. Camels is sponsoring the 
| Show, through the William Esty 
| agency. 


At least 60 people will be con- 
nected with the program, which 
carries a $3,000 daily budget for 
14-station coverage and which will 
incorporate all phases of news pre- 
sentation yet devised. NBC is now 
reconverting its office space at 
'Radio City, N. Y., to provide room 
for the expanded news staff, 


Chi Skid Row on TV 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Derelicts of Chi Skid Row were 
caught by hidden camera for 
WBKB’s TV documentary film on 
Pacific Garden mission, to be 
shown this week (12), 

Titled “Out of the Night,” film 
deals with mission rescue work 
‘along South State street. Slot is 
9:30 (CST) to catch adults only. 


GAC’s TV Expansion 


Buddy Howe, of the General 
Artists Corp. cafe dept., has been 
switched to that agency’s television 
sector. He’ll work with John Mul- 
vahill and Daniel Hollywood. 

GAC is launching a drive in the 
tele dept. They have several pack- 
aus which are being presented to 











Station. Scott, Inc., is the agency. | 


ito all 


Coast Indies Plug Live Telecasts 
While Nets Stick to 


Kinescopes 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

It is beginning to look as though 
the network television stations, 
with kinescope recerdings, will 
pair off against the independent 
stations here who are using a full 
share of live performers. 

Two operating network outlets, 
NBC’s KNBH and CBS's KTTV, 
are spending up to one-half of their 
airtime as relays for eastern pro- 
grams, Indie outlets, KTLA, 
KLAC-TV, KTSL and KFI-TV are 
working on a strong live operation 
scale. ABC’s KECA-TV, which will 
bow sometime in May, will more 
than likely follow the transcription 
course being set by NBC and CBS. 

One half of KTTV’s 15-hour 
weekly operation is now being 
spent in television transcriptions 
and film. Two of the transcription 
hours, “Toast of the Town” and 
“Arthur Godfrey and His Friends” 
are sponsored, leaving five sustain- 
ing programs. KNBH, which airs 
on an average of three hours per 
day, five days weekly, presents five 
and one half hours of this time 
beaming kinescope programs and 
motion picture films. Four of the 
five and one-half hours of film is 
sponsored. 

KLAC-TV is currently register- 
ing an almost entirely live sched- 
ule. Station is beaming only 30- 
minutes of film and plans to cut 
that to 15-minutes within the next 
two weeks. Outlet is beaming 20- 
hours a week on a six-day basis, 
Paramount station, KTLA, dishes 
out 20 and one-half hours of live 
teevee weekly on a 27 and one-half 
hour schedule. Outlet operates on 
a full week basis. 

Don Lee outlet, KTSL, spaces its 
24-hour operational time through 
seven days. Under one-third of the 
video time is spent dishing out 
films and television transcriptions. 


low rentals through use of a new | Brewing Co. spots through McCann | Two of the seven hours spent pro- 


|jecting films are DuMont video re- 
\cordings. Just over three hours of 
| KFI-TV’s 13. and one-half hour 


|Sked are set aside for film. Station 
\is beaming 10 live hours of pro- 


Producer is now mulling whether | over WEWS, from Feb. 5 through 8'amming in its five-day operation. 





TBA, NAB Tie 
Now Seen Nixed 


Any plans in the works for a 
/merger of the Television Broad- 
'easters Assn. and the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters are believed 
definitely to have been buried last 
week with TBA’s announcement of 
| expanded activity to provide more 
‘service to its members. Several 
of the contemplated new activities 





Camel News Caravan are those furnished to NAB’s AM 


Clarence Thoman, chief of re-| members, and TBA’s taking them 
mote operations for WPTZ (Philco, over for the video industry would 
| Philadelphia), has been called to! preclude the necessity for a mer- 
N. Y. by NBC to produce the new | ger. 


Among the new services slated 
for early TBA inauguration are a 
monthly program exchange, in 
which member stations will be 
polled for new shows introduced, 
and information obtained relayed 
members; circulation of 
quarterly “status of the industry” 
reports, including all available 
facts and data on such matters as 
set ownership, relay facilities, etc.; 
monthly Washington reports, to be 
prepared by Roberts & McInnis 
and dealing with FCC hearings and 
pending legislation which may af- 
fect the industry, and enlargement 
of TRA’s present TV _ Reports 
loose-leaf binder to include addi- 
tional info on station personnel, 
construction permits and applica- 
tions pending. 

Also being studied are the for- 
mation of a legal committee to ad- 
vise on copyrights, clearances for 
music and such matters, and & 
committee of ad agency and sta- 
tion reps to serve in an advisory 
capacity to member stations. One 
of this committee’s first jobs will 
be to work out a standardized rate 
card format. Dan Regan, formerly 
with NBC and ABC in Washington, 
has been named to TBA’s pub- 
licity staff to serve as liaison be- 
tween the organization and the 
press and to assist in preparation 
of the reports, 


Detroit—“‘Wax Wackies,’ WX YZ- 
TV’s newest weekly program, de- 
buted Friday (4), Show features 
WXY7Z’s disk jockey Johnny Slagle 
and the Three Gay Deceivers, 
panto artists, currently appearing 








agencies and networks, 


at Detroit’s Vogue Club. 
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aims alent biudgeone Lucky Strikes TY Pix Will Also Get 
LUCKY 
Into Cuffo Coast TV Appearances AT 7 SHOW SET Theatrical Distrib to Recoup Cost 
, ,% 
Hollywood, og + Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Bob McLaughlin and Don Otis, Phil . ° NBC will load all its ammunition . ’ Illustrating one way in which 
KLAC disk jockeys who — ico $ Bard Binge ;into the television cannons in an Molly Picon % TV Show television can provide an untapped 
over into KLAC-TY and ete 7 William Shakespeare ets his aicempt to overcome the new and source of revenue for the film in- 
running weekly vid shows for first sonmisie yn NBC-TV's “Pl lec ultra-strong opposition engendered . Molly Picon makes her televi- dustry, it has been revealed that 
which they have been meereng Motuiahne + at Ry Fel 4 by the CBS talent raids sion debut in a new vaudeo show \the series of three-reelers pro- 
top vaude and nitery acts, were beat <-acal a} _— ed sy Web has packaged a top-name starting © March 1 on WJZ-T\ duced especially for video by 
blasted by Harold Jovien, General when Marsha Hunt and John Car- half-hour variety show to shove ‘ABC. N. Y.). Program is to be Marshall Grant-Realm Productions 
‘ Artists Corp. _teevee department radine star “a hour ong — into that Sunday night at 7 slot on Sponsored on alternate Tuesday are to be released to theatres for 
. head here. Jovien related that pair of [welfth Night Same play py opposite Jack Benny on CBS nights for 15 minutes by Horowitz- ;egylar bookings after their video 
have worked in 11 GAC turns who a seen ayer years ago on NBC- any Pacted for the program on Margareten and I, Rokeach & he ts pa olla 
have performed for free. McLaugh- 1 © Sing mea age ; _| Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, Eve- sons, manufacturers of kosher Switch in the usual procedure 
lin and Otis emphatically deny |! a Plans % give the produc- lyn Knight and the Tommy Dorsey Products, who will pitch their com- was effected to give the production 
Jovien’s statement. a og age vig ee “ orch. Starting date depends on mercials towards the forthcoming gm a chance to recoup any losses 
GAC, nevertheless, has ruled Re tg t ; ag d aie i how soon NBC can line up a spon- Passover season incurred in the sale to TV. Under 
that none of its talent will make tes ee “ —“y ric cameos ‘al Set sor, although the time becomes va- _ Final show in the seven-week jts contract with Lucky Strike, 
guest shots on local tele stations | ¢ ant oan ene a alone cant Feb. 20, when “Mary Kay and Series will be half-an-hour, with whieh sponsors the films on the 
hereafter without pay. The jockeys ill d : egg 3 - yousure Johnny,” now occupying the 7 to both sponsors participating Agen- NBC television network, the pro- 
have been prone to ask performers ! ! oe Bhak = a a 7:20 slot on NBC-TV, moves over © !8 Advertisers Broadcasting Co. qucers give all video rights to the 
to take a bow and be interviewed haved more lakespeare on the se- to CBS-TV. al eae Co i nat al cigaret firm for one year at a cost 
over their standard broadcasts, and | 7 | NBC’s decision to buck Benny’s of $8,500 each. At the end of the 
GAC naturally feels that is not | AM competition with TV repre- od la S year, all rights revert back to them 
dispensing entertainment. How- sents the web's evye-to-the-future and they will then try to line up 
ever, an appearance for the pair ‘outlook. Network toppers are well theatrical distribution. 
on video necessitates doing a rou- | er ll = ng aware of the fact that the opposi- | P Potential success of the system, 
tine. For instance, GAC points out, | Sies Glinehe by Video. can't mean | Ive onsors it’s believed, will have considera- 
Nellie Lutcher, currently earning ° |much at this time, with the possi- ble effect on the film industry. 
$1,250 weekly at Melodee Club, ble exception of N. Y., where the ee = Major Hollywood producers have 
was more or less dragooned onto IC 0 UO approximate 450,000 sets now in| CBS television hit the commer- evidenced considerable interest in 
KLAC-TV. Otis, on whose show circulation can represent a hefty cial jackpot this week, snagging | turning out pix for TV, but haven't 
Miss Lutcher appeared, said her | Hollywood. Feb. 8. | Viewing audience. Web, however, five different sponsors for an equal | figured a way to produce them 
press agent came to him and re- What is believed to be the | is working on the assumption that number of shows. Production costs within the limited budgets which 
quested that Miss Lutcher be al-| >. full-length feature film ever |tele is the new bigtime medium on the five shows are believed to tele can afford. If such films can 
lowed to do a turn on the program. | produced specifically for television that will pay the way in the future. total more than $12,000 a week, be produced with a chance they'll 
Jovien further related that once a | i, now being put through its final 'Thus, they want to cement that with the added time charges Eiving get subsequent theatrical distribu- 
performer is tapped for an appear- pre-production stages by Arch | Sunday night time for video against Cae ~ TV probably the hettiest tion, it might provide the answer 
ance on either Otis’ or McLaugh-| Op 5)er, who is now working on the | the day when it is expected to over- a week's business yet corralled to the problem of how the big 
lin’s TV show, he automatically Coast following his return from his | take AM. As a result, NBC is ex- in TV. ah . ; studios can handle the job at a 
gets “bludgeoned” into doing am- | cont trek ia aided ~ | pected to maintain the Horace ,. Generali Foods has picked up the profit 
other free performance for the Oboler is now cz +i the fil | Heidt show in its present 7 o'clock -_ we The Goldhetye go Lucky Strike films, comprising 
other. PB gre ir rm pPrae po * 1€ hy mM ‘radio spot. a starting March 38, with the | adaptations of short story classies, 
McLaughlin said last week that ok Story is oe ake rg Ti pm Pointing up the web’s optimistic iaaue yA re ager ma 3 nage car gee to most of which are in the public 
he and Otis have a verbal agree-| , padio play he once dia hae Joan Video outlook is the fact that the | + fe ° the — ay night at 8 domain, are believed to have cost 
ment whereby neither will use tal-| G.awrord. Film. is co te tien new show will be confined to the Olds a a teaggle “- & Bowles. well over that $8,500 to produce. 
ent having appeared recently On |) .ndently financed. Tele, accord- 5¢ven-station eastern network for | x Ce ~_ = ae = : rothes Some of them, it has been report- 
the other’s program. McLaughlin | jn, to Tater wiht make it possi- | 2t least another few months. Du- py), m3 ane re uesday and ed, will be brought in for as high 
asserts that no talent has been pie for indie producers DR ond Mont now has the cable link from Sama, stiotion take og genta as $18,000. Without theatrical re- 
used on his weekly show without self to present on iin to a large (Continued on page 38) free Phewion: Fety in the 7:30 —— yy angpeerngs — peemuonre 
oe aa a —- a on audience subject matter that might | to 7:45 p.m. slot and will continue TV rights to _ By Frying eed 
formers, he claims, but all are ge for Hollywood | ‘Tt Ain’t My Type’ Stance prevodi new hanktolies with no them get back their costs. Arthur 
iven some kind of consideration. Ptr a : ab ae j l mat. Shields, a featured film actor, han- 
a of his talent is paid outright, Oboler, meanwhile, is continuing ‘. E A ; ey Finance Co., through dles the narration bridging on the 
while others are paid by nitery work ery the Aft ican Adventures Nixes Videoing of N. y. fore i va ey agency of Chicago, pix, and they star several w.k. 
where they are appearing. Otis we eels paso =. * 7 nd 4 Deporte. or esrscrer ier, “Rrsaang l = Hollywood names. This, it is be- 
ten plage nigh spot on his AM FICHE ( arice'te recordcé’is|  GOTgeOUS George Preem| tied’ “aactxnge “with” warn Msictgie tem considerable 
arrangements, some of the talent Africa on sound tape, has already | Gorgeous George, the Hollywood | Program, an adaptation of Woods’ 
is paid off in regulated platter | been delivered to Ziv. wrestler whose boxoffice draw on |Current “Places Please” sustainer, ° 
plugs which, Otis feels, offers them the Coast had generally been at- !8 to be aired Tuesdays at 10, with NBC Full of Apologies, 
much more than the $50 to $100 tributed to television, will have | Places” continuing in its Monday, °° ‘ ’ 4} 
they could pocket for video stint. | GEORGE ABBOTT INTO none of TV when he makes his | Wednesday and Friday 7:15 to 7:30 | Voicing Carter Regrets i 
“Agency has followed through ‘first New York appearance Feb, “me. “Mary Kay and Johnny,’ | : 
, ’ which moves to CBS from NBC, | | 


22 at Madison Square Garden. 
Most of the N.Y. video stations 
had bid to pick up the show, but 
|all got a quick turndown from Bill , 
‘Johnston, who is promoting Gor- lowing the hour-long “Arthur God- 
'geous George's match against frey and his Friends.” Agency is 
Ernie Dusek. Conceding that TV | Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample. Critics,” last Thursday (3), broad- 
has helped wrestling and that the|, National Biscuit Co. through cast an apology to Gen. Courtney 
majority of wrestling shows should | McCann-Erickson, picks up the tab | Hodges for a gag made by- Jack 
be televised, Johnston declared 0 the web's telecast of the Na- | Carter on Texaco’s NBC-TV show. 
nonetheless that George is a spe-| tional Dog Show from Madison Sq. Carter was subbing for Milton 
cial case. “Tele,” he said. “doesn’t Garden, N.Y., next Monday (14) Berle. 
bring out his talents. I have come #94 Tuesday to plug its Milk-Bone —Carter’s line took off from a 
to the conclusion that the only Dos Biscuits. In addition to these news item about the retiring of 
way a man of Gorgeous George’s Ve, CBS the previous week inked the general and hit sharply at Army 
tremendous magnetic personality Philip Morris to sponsor a new brass. It’s understood that the 
can be appreciated by the fans 4!f-hour video show with Jinx | War Dept. tried, unsuccessfully, to 
is to see him in person.” Falkenburg and Tex McCrary. | have Carter barred from the Radio 
Johnston denied that That one tees off March 7, with Correspondents Assn. dinner for 


TV WITH WIFE MARY 


Legit producer George Abbott 
entered the television package 
business last week with incorpo- 
ration of George Abbott Telefea- 
tures. Outfit, in which the pro- 
ducer and his wife, Mary, plus 
West Hooker, his managing direc- 
tor, are co-directors, will concen- 
trate on TV dramatic and musical 
| shows, although they may also do 
some radio work. Two TV pro- 
| grams are now making the rounds 
| of agencies. 
| William Morris office has been 
| signed to represent the firm, which 
|plans to produce both tive and 


For Slap at Army Brass 


NBC, which two weeks ago had 
to air an apology to Defense Sec- 
retary James Forrestal for an ad lib 
remark on “Author Meets the 


with new edict nevertheless. GAC | 
has notified all personal managers | 
of all talent of new regulation. | 
Since Tommy Rockwell, GAC 
prexy arrived last month on his | 
annual Coast visit, a lot of tele- 
vision thinking has been updated. | 
Rockwell was quick to point out 
that in N. Y. the percentery is not 
in the habit of letting its stellar 
luminaries, especially those whom 
the agency is gearing for sight- 
and-sound video bets, work for 
nothing. 


will roll Feb. 23 under sponsorship | 
of Whitehall Pharmacal, occupying | 
the 9 to 9:30 slot, immediately fol- 
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Production Slump Cues 


TV had 








° | film programs in N. Y. Additional = : 
Republic Move to Open subscribers to the 200 shares at built Geouge’s popularity. pointing | t¢ Biow agency handling the president Truman Saturday (5), 
AN Mi TV P de which the company was capitalized out the grunt ’n’ groaner had been , 2¢count. Pree the comic was also subbing 
dio are Edward E. Colton and Herbert a champ in the midwest prior to’ | for Berle. 
tu to ro A. Eisler, attorneys. Hooker, Col- going to Hollywood. But, he said, GRAPPLERS GET OUT | There was some speculation that 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. | ton and Eisler own one share each. George never drew a dime at the Carter would be yanked from the 
Republic studios has thrown boxoffice until he let his hair. FROM UNDER JAMES Berle TV show because of the re- 


mark, but he went on last night 


grow, at which point he was built 
(8). 


into a b.o. draw by the film crowds. 
| Without tele, Johnston said, the 
wrestler can sell out three or four 
times in one arena. Tele, however, 


open its doors to television produ- 
cers, Move follows that made by 
Hal Roach and California studios 
and Motion Picture Center. 


Dennis James, DuMont  an- 
nouncer who probably had more 
to do with revival of interest in = 
pro wrestling than anyone in the 





Ex-Petry Trio Setup 
Sper-Scully’s TV Pix 











Republic will reportedly lower 
its rates to video film makers and 
allow producers a free run of the 
lot. Production slump, which threw 
Open the gates of Roach and Cali- 
fornia studios and MPC, is also 
ee for the Republic pol- 


To date, the heaviest teevee 
hooting has taken place at Roach 
jot, where IMPPRO filmed the 
acases of Eddie Drake” for CBS, 
aa where Marshall Grant-Realm 
a ed “Your Show Time” pix for 

merican Tobacco. Roland Reed 
«ool done his commercials there, 

ne with Jack Chertok’s Apex 
os 8. Hal Roach Sr., and Jr., are 

a Producing vidpix on the lot. 
tures. to omovan’s Telemount Pic- 
Calif S currently rolling at the 

- ornia’ let. There is no ac- 

ity at Motion Picture Center. 


Own TV Rep Operation 


Cueing the possibility that a new 
group of outfits will emerge to 
handle national spot sales for tele- 


vision, three former members of | 


Edward Petry & Co. have resigned 
to form a new firm to rep TY sta- 
‘tions in the national spot field. 
'Three are John E. Harrington, Jr., 
'Volney Righter and James O. Par- 
sons, Jr., who will headquarter in 
‘New York. 

They believe that radio and tele 
are naturally competitive in nature 
‘and thus TV stations can get the 
necessary sales representation best 
from a company especially de- 
signed for the medium. According 
to them, the future selling of tele 
will be as individualized as it is for 
all other media. Righter had been 
with Petry nine years, Harrington 
\for seven and Parsons for fiye. 


doesn’t do him justice, since it 
doesn’t reveal his 
ality.” 


Phillips Exits DuMont 


Lawrence Phillips is exiting 
DuMont to return to his former 
job as business and management 
consultant. Commander Mortimer 
E. Loewi, now exec assistant to 
DuMont prez Dr. Allen B. DuMont, 
takes over Phillips’ duties as di- 
rector of the network. 





Loewi, associated with DuMont 
since its inception, has been re- 
sponsible for many of the net's 
pioneering moves, including the 
recent inauguration of full day- 
time programming over WABD, 
N.Y. flagship. Phillips had been 


j with the web since 1947. 


“true person- 


' eontract 


j signed. ‘ 


television industry, is now without 
a wrestling show to his name. 
DuMont has failed to renew its 
with the Park Arena, 
N. Y., from which it had picked up 
matches on Thursday nights. Arena 
management had asked for more 
money on the basis of the greater 
number of TV sets new in circu- 
lation. Same reason caused the re- 
cent breakdown of DuMont’s pact 
with Jamaica Arena, L. IL. from 
which the web had picked up Fri- 
day night bouts. James had nar- 
rated the events on both nights. 
DuMont is now attempting to 
work out a compromise deal with 
both arenas and also has feelers 
out for other promoters. James is 
already committed to take over 
again aS soon as a new contract is 


i> 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

New series of video-pix with a 
sports background starts roiling 
today (Tues.) under the Norman 
L. Sper production banner. First 
| 15-minute film, being shot at Rudy 
Vallee’s home on Santa Monica 
Blvd., has been accepted on a 
sample basis by one of the major 
TV webs. Series, originally planned 
for 13 weeks, is now geared for 
52 and may be stepped up a halt- 
hour apiece. 

Initial script, “The Barber of 
Sportsville,’ was scripted by 
Frank Scully and is being directed 
by Louis Gasnier, former v.p. of 
Pathe and Paramount director. 
William Frawley and Iris Adrian 
are featured players while vartous 
sports celebs will appear in each 


| film, , 
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... the busy network 
blossoming overnight into the mo 
potent ad medium in the world, Ni 


Television presently attracts more ne: 
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networks combined .. . actually, twit 
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that’s simple fai 


—but to cite this accomplishment ini 
full significance: regular sponsors 
NBC use an average of 14 stations 
on the next network, only 8... 
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the number of stations in use from 


> 


week to week, 


Far in the lead in number and weight 


of advertisers, NBC is also 


first in programs—latest Television 
Hooperatings give NBC 9 of the top 


15 programs 


first in audience—with 29 stations 
now in operation, NBC Television 
reaches the largest audience available 


to TV advertisers 


first in sponsored hours—3 times 


more than any other network 





The companies listed here are already 
setting strong patterns of sponsor iden- 
tification... vivid sight and sound im- 
pressions that will shape the buying 
habits of American consumers for a long 


time to come. 


To make the best impression, their 
commercials are being delivered on NBC 


Television, America’s No. 1 Network. 





elevision 


A Service of Radio Corporation of America 


NBC Network Advertisers 
February 1, 1949 

Admiral Corporation 
The American Tobacco Co. 


Bates Fabrics. Ine. 


Bigelow-Sanford Carpet Co., Inc. 


Bonafide Mills Inc. 


Chevrolet—General Motors Corp. 


Cluett Peabody & Co., Ine. 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co. 
Disney, Inc. 

Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. 
General Foods Corp. 

Gillette Safety Razor Co. 
Gulf Oil Corp. 

Kraft Foods Co. 

Liggett & Myers Tobacco Co. 


Mason, Au & Magenheimer 


Conf. Mfg. Co. 


Motorola, Ine. 


STATIONS USED 


17 


25 


21 
14 
12 


12 


14 


2a 


14 


7 ‘ 


Oldsmobile—General Motors Corp. 7 


Philco Corp. 

Procter & Gamble Co. 

Radio Corp. of America 

R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 
Swift & Co. 

The Texas Company 

Unique Art Manufacturing Co. 


Vick Chemical 


THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


27 
7 
9 

14 

I4 

19 
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WNBT's Daytime Preem Has Haustrau 
Pull But Is Otherwise Below Par 


By BOB STAHL * 


Daytime television launched last THESE ARE MY CHILDREN 
Tuesday (1) by WNBT, NBC's key bag ee ng nag pees 
. : : ’ eorge 5 
N. Y. flapship station, followed | McCain, poe wlotae Seaner 
closely the pattern established by ' pirector: Norman Felton | 
DuMont and other pioneers in a.m. Writer: Irna Phillips 
TV. Programming naturally is 15 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 5 p.m. 
pitched to the housewives and, as Sustaining a, 
such, it accomplishes its purpose. NBC, from Chicago 
Its appeal, however, is too limited Video’s first try 





at soap-opera 


to classify it as good entertain- indicates that this type of hausfrau 
meni fodder will have extremely hard 
sledding on this medium, “These 


With no sponsors yet tagged for 
that 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. period across- 
the-board. WNBT obviously must 
work on a limited budget. But con- 


Are My Children,” of Irna Phillips 
authorship. is a visualization of an 
ordinary actionless daytime drama, 
sdesigned along the theory that the 


siderable improvement could be - 
{: : dw ‘thin tp scope of that lady of the house is too busy to sit 
te a to enlive n the proce dione down and look at any tale of trav- 
yudget t nti the pi e g : ; 
R nut ning o! the Salles shows ail. ¢ onsequently words do every- 
vf i Lobe i € i . I x ° 

' : hing—just as in radio 
could be changed to inject the nec- The _— = cas Gas tx hte 
essary changes of pace and more acre ae Sra ewe 


type of thinking, So long as tele- 
vision tubes cost around $75 to re- 
place, any housewife who shortens 


impact couid be provided for the 
less livels interview programs 
With the daytime audience limited 


as it is at this time. however the life of the tube when there's 
WNBT’s offerings should fill the [0 Visual interest, just doesn't 
current bill know her economics. Again, radio’s 
ic . 
outs , ; soap operas frequently manage to 
Tne afternoon material was 


maintain an illusion which is prac- 
tically impossible once a housewife 
gets a look at the plot 

The only difference 


marked better-than-average 
production mountings, represent- 
ine NBC’s richly-lined pocketbook 


by 


in video is 


for TV experimentation, and ab- that the actors have memorized 
ance of the usual "8 aisha = lines and have to look sad most of 
Ores widtt eat be ae the time. Acting of any hod 4 
in the news, a short, five-minute i ag pel Me Bags sein 
program each a would — a flock of children all under one 
sce Rigkaentsasie — ye ” ees roof. The mother, naturally, has 
sery & c c 


her hands full. How she can take 
out the time to gab interminably— 
well, it ain’t true to life. Jose. 


means of breaking up the constant 
pitch to the distaffers. 

On the day caught (3), the after- 
noon teed off with the “‘Bess John- 
son Club.” a typical woman's chit- LA BOHEME 
chat affair. Forum of students from With Evelyn Case, Glenn Burris, 


Smith College were on hand to dis- Virginia Card, Norman Young, 
cuss fashions as demonstrated by Ray Jacquemot, Edwin Steffe 
models and described by Miss Producers: Dr. Herman Adler, 


Johnson. Miss Johnson showed she Charles Polachek 
apparentiy has much to learn yet Direetor: Roger Muir 
about maintaining the pace of such 30 Mins.: Wed. (2), 10:15 p.m. 


shows, since it dragged too much Sustaining 

in spots. For the distaffers, though, NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

it was okay. NBC television’s production of 
the fourth act of Puccini's “La 


Three Fiames a Bright Spot : ; i 
. ' Boheme” in an English translation 


This half-hour offering was fol- jast Wednesday night (2) might 
lowed by the 15-minute “Armchair well have marked a milestone for 
Wanderings,” another interview- grand opera in the U.S. 
type show. Different format should By transposing experimental 
have been interspersed here for a English-language opera to TV, 
shift in mood. ‘“‘Wanderings” was thousands of people who might 


distinguished by the neat integra- 
tion of filmed travelogs with the 
interviewing, but otherwise had 
nothing to set it apart from sim- : . : 
- 2 Ae experiment, besides avin the 
ilar shows. (This program was re- P Pp & 


aan Sa ol _ way for more such tele offerings, 
noel gama igi ane ee also pointed up the desirability of 
emceeing.) At 3:15, the Three S'48ing opera in this country so 
Flames, colored instrumental trio, that masses can understand it. 
finally changed that pace with one Thus, through the medium of 
of the two bright spots of the after- Video, the large U. S. opera com- 
noon. These boys have always Panies might take their cue and go 
projected well visually and so are further with the English transla- 
naturals for TV, with their antics “ons. 
and rapid-tempoed music. It was . This show also emphasized the 
the one program that was com- desirability of re-staging tele opera 
parable to evening TV. for the limited scope of the tele 

“We're On.” another half-hour C@™eras and the average small- 
interview show on show biz. with Sized viewing screen. Unlike the 
actress Virginia Gilmore and her remote pickup of the Metopera’s 
husband, Yul Brynner, as a new Opener several months ago, NBC 
Mr. and Mrs. team, provided the Produced “La Boheme” strictly 
other bright spot. With good pro- With tele in mind. As a resull, 
duction trappings to back them up, Producer Charles Polachek and TV 
the couple raced through some director Roger Muir were able to 
conversation about Hollywood and cue their camera shots to the dra- 
Broadway celebs and then brought matic action. With no chorus or 
in William Eythe and Carol Chan- ballet to contend with, of course, 
ning from “Lend an Ear” and their job was made comparatively 
mimic Allan Melzin for interviews more simple but even so, viewers 
and entertainment. Both attractive got that front row view seat to 
on the screen, Miss Gilmore and which they've become accustomed. 


never have been exposed to such 
music got a taste of it in a highly 
entertaining style. NBC's one-shot 


Brynner steered the show with a As pure entertainment the 
sure touch, a la Tex McCrary and opera was hampered somewhat by 
Jinx Falkenburg. Participants on Polachek’s too-literal translation. 


this one at times spread out too 
far on the set, so the cameras 
couldn't cover the question and an- 
swer repartee successfully. 
_Claire Mann and her “Relaxer- 
ciser” show, in the 4 to 4:15 seg- 
ment, again was aimed for the 
poseeees ery ~— systein of ae diences. Drama surrounding Mimi's 
& yourselt go to music” might death was sufficiently intense to 
help them relax during the late hold audience interest and the 
afternoon, but it would sound melodic scope of the work, coupled 


Some of the lyrics sounded trite, 
such as in Mimi’s ode to her ‘“‘bon- 
net’ —but then Italians at the La- 
Scala would get the same reaction 
when listening to it in Puccini’s 
native tongue. Otherwise, the pro- 
gram was grooved for the mass au- 


op wna pe lag Manat go with the lack of slow-paced recita- 
Piano” in the following 15 minutes sy aa its entertainment 


was a good attempt to teach piano 
through tele, but again, McGinley Cast was in excellent voice and 
has much to learn about projecting acted well under the direction of 
his personality to the kinescope. | Polachek_ and Dr. Herman Adler. 

The kids finally got a break at Evelyn Case, with the exception 
4:30 with a half-hour of Maria Ci- Of @ couple of false gestures at 
mino (from the N. Y. Public Lib- 'e€ actual point of death, made 
rary) and her fairy tales, which 4 excellent Mimi. Glenn Burris 
were accompanied by drawings. 4S Rudolph projected both his 
While she demonstrated a flair for fine tenor voice and thesping abil- 
the stories, Miss Cimino didn't !{y well. Norman Young sang 
show the personality to maintain Marcel, Ray Jacquemot was 
interest for a full 30 minutes. Schaunard and Edwin Steffe was 
While not talking down to her Colline. with Virginia Card as 
viewers, she nonetheless talked too Musetta. Show was staged in NBC- 
often over them. She should make TV’s recenily-converted Park ave- 
a stronger attempt to bring them nue studios, N. Y., with three cam- 
inte her confidence. ,;eras in use Stal. | 

He canes a ¢ P 


ese @8 38 ae ea he on @#see s? ‘ 


BIG TOP 
| With Mardi Bryant, emcee; Felix, 


/with an animated cartoon showing | 
/ youngsters streaming into the Big) 


| 
seemed 


PEPPESPPEES SPIES I OTIS IFFT FFT SOTTO TTF ttt+++oerees, 


Tele Follow-up Comment 


the Singing Clown 
i 








Directors: Peggy Gannon, Ruth 

Lareau PEPPFEEFEO EHO ov TEHEOEEEHE ESOC Se rege 
30 Mins.: Sat., 4:30 p.m. “ - | 
Participating Second edition of the “Admiral on stage three vet songwriters, al] 


WPIX, New York Broadway Revue” on the combined | 79 years or over. Billy McKenna, 


i iddi Ogr | aa. composer of “Has Anyb 
This new kiddie program opens NBC and DuMont networks Friday | Seen Kelly,” did a wcdon phe 
night (4) overcame most 


of the tune as did Harry Armstrong on 
Top Restaurant, moppet refresh- | miscues of the previous week's OF ctuar dik ta ited’ C. Handy, 
ment center at the Jemnes. Mc- | opener. With a chance for much) oi with a remarkably good ‘ae 
peer aidadia more camera rehearsal, producer- pet solo on his famous “St. Louis 
From then on it's just a birthday | director 


Max Liebman was able to | Blues.” It was a nice bit of nostal- 
party with Mardi Bryant, song- | telescope the action more within Sia which, at the same time, had a 
stress of the Hotel New Yorker, the limited scope of the icons, and | 


solid entertainment kick. 
2ervi as mistress eremonies . e 
serving as mistress of ¢ and the audio pickup too ran without 





Lillian Gish made her television 


to a score of tots under 10 nt fe } 

; wn . ef ; Ogre s 1as to cap- ‘ i 

their mothers. The kids and thes boven a yi ston’ % ave it an debut Sunday night (6) with an 
arents play games, competing for , set or exce rere: ; 

parents play games, com impact for home viewers but, with ©X¢¢ llent portrayal of the har. 


prizes of McCreery merchandise or 


Deauville Ice Cream that slight exception, last Friday's rassed housemaid, Abby, in “The 


Late Bean” 


Program had only a few good Stanza was standout. R Christopher | : to pace 
spots, notably when a handful of Unlike the opener, which re-. the “Philco Television Playhouse” 
youngsters were given paper and prised some w.k. songs and rou- to an entertaining hour on the 
two minutes to make, and model, tines, the second edition presented NBC-TV_ web. Production also 
hats. Another game. in which the considerable original material marked _ the co-appearance of ex. 
bovs and girls had to stare at each penned by Liebman and his writ- Actors Equity prez Bert Lytell and 
other. didn’t quite come off, al- | Ing staff. Some of the numbers, incumbent prexy Clarence Der. 
though a few of the kids looked such as the “Clinton Corners, Pa.,” went, with both adding to the all- 
cute. A third. which required , were excellent show tunes and the around quality of the production. 
mothers to stand up at the word “Jesse James Story,” sung by Televersion of Sidney Howard's 
“children” and children to stand| Loren Welch and_ excellently amicable little play engendered 
up at the word “mothers,” might | terped by Marge and Gower the same charm the _ original 


have been funny to a below-teens Champion and the company ballet, Broadway production had in 1932, 
audience could hold its own in any Broad- when Pauline Lord and the late 

Miss Brvant is attractive and way revue. Sid Caesar, Mary Mc- Walter Connolly played the leads, 
personable, .and led group-singing Carty. and Imogene Coca projected Miss Gish was extremely appeal- 
well. Felix, the singing clown, was | their comedy bits neatly. ing as the maid who came into a 


not used to full advantage, but After avcteand % - tee.| fortune through having been the 
er the standard chorus tee ; . 

can become a 00d asset to the off. the show opened at a fast pace a “oy ne gdm . ey 
show. Danny W ebb’s guesting was with “Cross Country,” the theme a ell, as i —_ or, anc elen 
limited to leading one of the P s43 sar. Miss Coca | Carew, as his shrewish wife, gave 
; of this edition. Caesar, Miss Coca the @euvect teiet to their ame 
Ted speaking, the show and Tom Avera socked across 8 acterizations of the New Engtand 
doesn't jell when a helter-skelter funny skit on a playwright's brain- couple who turned to cheatin to 
feeli "“Gieeekesl ie -.| wracking, utilizing the lip-syn-| | .°; ng 

eeling and the physical setup is chronization and stop - action cut in on the fortune. Derwent 


restricting. Kids were seated at 
tables arranged in a_ horseshoe, 
which doesn’t give the cameras full 
scope. Most of the time Miss Brvant 
was using a hand mike, which 
like an unnecessary en- 


presented a _ restrained perform. 
ance as the art critic and Louis 
| Sorin, Ellen-Cobb Hill, Perry Wil- 
son and Philip Coolidge were good 
in lesser roles. 

Production and direction were 
up to the usual top standard that 


for hilarious results. Bobby Van 
whipped through a fine impersona- 
tion of Ray Bolger in a soft-shoe 
|number and then Caesar, Avera, 
and the Misses Coca and McCarty 
cumbrance. | came back with a ‘nifty skit on the 


However. if the show’s format | Problems of moppet film stars) } 3. come to be expected of Fred 
can be simplified, interesting | 8™OW!ng Up. Coe. Setting of the doctor's New 
games devised, and more closeups; “Clinton Corners” number was England house was well executed 
of the kids in action used, “Big, marked by the fine dancing of and Harry Sosnik’s original score 








Top” can be good viewing. |Grace and Mickey Carroll and underlined the play neatly. With 
— | Miss McCarty’s ode to Peter Lorre, | Lytell in the cast, Bob Stanton 
WESTERN CARAVAN which featured some imaginative handled the commercials on_ his 


‘lyrics. Only bad display of pacing own, this time interviewing orch 
came after Miss Coca’s sock fur leader Frankie Carle. 

fashion display, which was _ fol- 
lowed by a takeoff on “We, the 
| People” and Caesar’s solo routine. 
| Three skits, all played before the, |. “ite a 7 
curtains, were too much alike and pn Ay am oS oe 
should have been broken up by Theatre” on NBC last Tuesday (1). 


With Tex Wilkams, “Smokey” Rog- 
ers, “Deuce” Spriggins, cowboy 
band and singers (13) 

Producer-director: Albert Cole 

Writer: Robin Black 

30 Mins., Wed., 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

KNBH-NBC, Hollywood 


Milton Berle’s versatile show- 
manship was never so evident as 


As cowboy shows go this ene is another musical number for 4/ Without Berie. the show sagged 
gittin’ along with all the friskiness change of pace. “Jesse James” intg g humdrum vaudeo layout 
of a little dogie. While it follows’ wound the show at its highest = 


- ; - ; - with only a coup] items stand- 
the general pattern of sing-songy point entertainment-wise, with the ing out RSs gp Ee a gale r 
westerns it transcends the aver-| cameras doing a fine pickup job | pity. Berle’s real value is that he 
age because of the calibre of tal- on the Champions and the square < aie eo 
: ; undoubiedly could have turned 
ent and the production given the dance. this sz bill i : satel 
t by NBC's Hollywood stati ; , s same bill into sock entertain- 
Seaman ns lt oe ig Maar cee Four - minute commercial, in-| ment. 
pokes, or reasona ac S serted at the midway poi in | : Wi , 
thereof. are clean cut, well garbed the dway point, again Beatrice Lillie, for example, 


‘. ., featured the tongue-twisting antics was a surprise dud. Whether it 
and dash off their musical numbers  o¢ Roy Atwell. Liebman and the was due to her material or the 


Miniriee Tex Willan ic hesdman Kudner ad agency apparently hope | non-intimate nature of the TV 
at Riverside Ranche, remote point this will gain the success achieved medium, Miss Lillie’s routine in 
of the show a mile or so from the PY, Sid Stone's pitchman on the any case could have been salvaged 
station. and is a big, strapping fel- Texaco Star Theatre,” but it’s | with some help from an expert 
lbw with & deed Vales eam an easy | doubtful Atwell will hold up as'/ foil like Berle. Instead, she was 
manner. There is just enough well. His unique talents can be saddled with a deadpan straight 
comedy by “Smoky” Rogers and tired of easily and the agency man, Cyril Ritchards, in a long 
“Deuce” Spriggins to lighten the ™ight find the routine interfering and sad burlesque of the “Song of 
musie load but is superior to the With the actual sales pitch. | India.” Miss Lillie’s soloing of a 

couple of novelty songs also 


average run of wit from the corral. | 
Western shows are popular along) “Toast of the Town” dished up a Strangely lacked the arch comic 
_qualities usually associated with 


these latitudes and the Caravan ne , " 
neat layout, topped by some nos \the British comedienne’s work. 


OKs hive for sponsorship, with taigic Tin Pan Alley vignettes, on Miss Lillie’s disappointing TV de- 


kinescoping for other parts of the! : 
country. It’s one of the more ex- ‘CBS Sunday night (6) for the sec- | hut ‘points up the risk of trans- 


pensive programs on the channel |°Md solid session since Al Leftwich planting a top in-the-flesh person- 
but sets are selling at the rate of has taken over the directional reins. | ality onto a video screen without 
70.001, month and the time is net | Although this airer continues to | *venetes for  loet in lnpee 
: Jack Carter, first of a serie 

scare off prosvective clients. jhew to the pat vaudeo format it is comics pinchhitting for the ailing 

Albert “Bud” Cole handles the hitting a steady stride in the pace, Berle, carried out a tough assign- 
production, with an assist from |Vatiety and calibre of its acts. ment adequately, if not outstand- 
Robin Black. who also scripts the! Dipping once again into current ingly, He snapped across a flock of 





show. Three cameras are used and Broadway musical hits for material, gags in typical style and essayed 
the overall effect is a vast improve- | “Toast” came up with a sock rou- some standard impressions — of 
ment over what has been filling the tine from “Along Fifth Avenue,” a, Harry Richman and Al! Jolson. 


home screens. Western set was de- 
signed by Howard Johnson. When 
not televising, Tex and his sage- 
brush troubadors are making shorts 
at Universal-International. 

Helm. 


competition between ballet and tap | Carter’s work was marred by some 
ee by Johnny Coy and Viola | stale material and a tendency to 
sempined fob 6. B oe ae 2 fro ioush oe eee 
, ; . consciously. 

terping whose fine points were full ’ wae iv- 
‘projected on the TV screen. Jackie BS hig “ _ aa — 
Gleason, another star from “Along pees hey R ee I a aaa over- 
Fifth Avenue,” ran through an ef- | foamen gg they showed 
With Jean Seebach, Louis Crume fective comedy monolog about his | up strongest in the laugh depart- 

Kenny Riehl *' romance for a juke box. Double | rent The troupe’s medley of 
Producer-Director: Jerry Friedman @ntendres peppered this turn but music and highjinks was executed 
15 Mins., Men., 9 p.m. they were kept in the bounds of. with on-the-nose timing for maxi- 
HARPER-CONNER HOMES |adult good taste. Only other new mum sight-and-sound values. EX- 





JEAN AND JERRY 


WAVE-TV. Louisville act on the bill was Meribeth Olds, ,,,). ‘ork also 

(Advertising Assoc.) doubling from the Capitol, N. Y., | std onan sere ghting the 

This is a locally produced job, St@8@ with an out-of-the-way exhi-| gaxtets’ pivot man, a dwarfis 

handled by Southern Television Dition of acro-dancing and contor-| character with a droll sense of 
Productions. and makes for whole- “ONS. | humor. 


some. friendly home viewing. 

It’s a boy and girl combo, newly- 
weds (incidentally Jean and Jerry 
are husband and wife in real life). 


Returning for a second engage- 
ment on this show, Luise Rainer re- 
enacted a scene from her first U. S. 
film, “Escapade,” with all her fa- 


Johnny Burke, the fourth com- 
ey item of the show, revived Ms 


standard first World War dough- 
wks which 


who are discussing the contract miliar body and facial mannerisms. ee eee ch - consiieviae 
they have with their sponsors, Also doing a reprise, comic Pat that Po. Pacem war has intervened 
Harper-Conner, | home builders. Henning scored heavily with a since then In the opener, the 
Gist of the gab is that their bosses series of thumbnail impressions of Gautheir Steeplechase impressed in 
are insisting that. to make the set- Bogart, Cagney, Robinson, et al, in gy amusing series of stunts in- 
ting complete, the couple should his broad, but sharply satiric take- volvin educated pooches an 
have a baby. This leads naturally off style. pach mag Kathryn Lee's ballet stint 
into a bit of good-natured “I want Show wound up on a warm note midway in the show also lent # 


_ (Continued on page 38) jwith emcee Ed Sullivan bringing palatable fla¥or. ease? 
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NEW YORK 19 
154 West 46th St. 








News can be made to stick—not drift in one ear and out the 
other. A message repeated frequently and forcefully enough 
will do the trick. It is on his working knowledge of radio 
stations that a national spot time buyer bases all his buying: 


TIME AVAILABLE 


PURCHASING POWER of your AREA 





Does he have this kind of information about your station? 
Presented so he will read it? 


Your messages in VARIETY—the trade paper read most thor- 
oughly and thoughtfully each week by executives who direct the 
major portion of radio dollars—means that your sales story goes 
directly to the man who makes the decision of where to spend. 


HOLLYWOOD 28 LONDON WC 2 
6311 Yucca St. 8 St. Martin's Place 
Trafalgar Sq. 


CHICAGO 1 
360 No. Michigan Ave. 
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N. J.’s Auto TV Nix 


Trenton, Feb. 8. 




















86 RADIO-TELEVISION 
Radio's Lead as Public Service Medium 
a 5 a Television for drivers has no 
be ‘place on New Jersey highways, 
Sh b S of Cancer rivé according to Assemblyman John J. 
own y urvey Brixie of Middlesex. 
| The Garden State legislator, who 
Effectiveness of radio as a pub-+* wee —_ se var yo ght 
+ or ‘ ; ni introduced a bill pronibitin 
lic service medium is shows it an Pugs’ TV Workout freersecr na dia aware aa 
opinion poll conducted by Dr. car equipped with a television set. 
Rensis Likert of the Survey Re- Monte Proser, operator of the that can be seen by the driver. 
search Center of Univ. of Michigan | Copacabana, N. Y., who recently 
for the American Cancer Society. | entered the video packaging busi- ( B d t P 
According to the survey, radio | MESS, will do a series of shows oast roadcasiers rep 
was the most effective of all the |emanating from Stillman’s Gym, ° 
media the cancer drive had for|N- Y., where the majority of Home Poll to Determine 
reaching the American public. | fighters ee aie bs , 
2eople were asked what medium | térview the various Pus: ow Sh P | Lik B 
taney remember as informing them fights at the Madison Square Gar- ows cop @ LIKe es 
about the cancer campaign. More den and St. Nicholas Arena and ; Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
than half °(53°%) answered radio age mg cr pen Plans are being prepped by 
. ane > cific "‘O- “oser 1S { ~ - _? 
aad anid they sooner ae they | and a sports columnist to handle Southern California Broadcasters 
eoeery ii the drive on. the air- | Commentary. Assn. whereby University of South- 
waves, but didn’t recall the specific ern California will take a door to 
program 9 "|door radio survey from here to 
Together, newspapers and etl S oast San Pedro. Broadcasters are wor- 
ztBes were reported ode at gt teh ried about current doldrums into 
po ay specific articles ages yy Md 7 |which the medium has sunk and 
ad eo 7 om ee ° are making the pitch to find out 
gidn't recall specific stories. Be- | ry; en S type of programs being enjoyed 
sides outstripping the press, radio and how — -— oe sec 
was way out in front of posters, Hollywood, Feb. 8. brash: avortia’ roa a ore 
mail solicitation, personal solicita-| Foote, Cone & Belding, under “@8© an & trae | near gap 
tion, cans, posters, lectures and the direction of Arnold McGuire, mocha ge ot firs ats gy a oer 
meetings. has set seven of its clients into Aik eathern Catiternts einht 
Walter King, radio and TV di-| the local television field. Other ||) bmi See Veer 
rector of the ACS, says that the | agency accounts are toying with _ su mit a series of questions 
Michigan U. survey is a tribute to’ the idea of moving in shbdrtly. which will be boiled ae 20 
radio’s public service cooperation. Pacific Mutual Life Insurance sera Students will later door 
He received reports from 1,038| has completed the first of four bells for the answers. Survey will 
local stations on their usage of | two-minute films. Plugs will either | COMStitute part of the course being 
cancer material. Based upon B be inserted into a participation |t@ken by the body. USC has de- 
time rate, the dollar value of local | program or built into a five minute , ; 
broadcast time contributed in the| program. Audio Club of Cali- | Perience for those enrolled in ad- 
48 drive was $1,008,934. ‘fornia has made five-minute short Vertising, psychology and statistics 
Network plugs, special programs | subjects for which it will buy time. ,COUTSeS. 
and mentions on commercial shows| Southern Pacific Co., has had|, SCBA will foot the bill only as 
were carried by 1,052 stations on! produced a series of one minute far as out of pocket money and 
all four nets. Network time! spots which it will insert on local | transportation are concerned. As- 
donated was worth $885,161. The | outlet. Railroad is also consider- | S0ciation thusly has found the only 
cancer society estimates that radio ing a live, half-hour remote from possibly _Way of. completing the 
contributed more than $2,000,000 | the railroad terminal titled “Meet Census within pocket range. 
to its campaign. Me at Union Station.” Program Newspapers here are now Carry- 
—_ |is being planned to corner celebs ing on an extensive campaign to 
Em K d d ‘P e abs they train _ = and telense | boost yo mat It — 7 
” ' them in interview fashion. vious at newspapers are afral 
my u oe antomime |} Security First National Bank is of the progressive television scene 
bo airing minute spots now and is and is not -fighting local radio. 
Ankles KTLA So Station working on a ipadauie program | Meanwhile radio is afraid that any 
° based on monthly business sum- advances made by papers will come 
Builds Own Charades Show maries. Show will kick off on a. out of their pockets. 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. monthly basis and eventually work 
Charades program is bucking its | ito a weekly slot. Vid shot is be- TEXAN MAPS FOREIGN 
equal on Sunday nights’ with Ing considered for KTTV beaming. 
KTLA’s “Movietown, RSVP” in op- | 5&W fine foods will kick off with a TELE FILM SYNDICATE 
position to Mike Stokey’s “Panto- spot Camipaigs in February. 
mime Quiz,” which has moved Union Oil is working on the Dallas. Feb. 8 
from Paramount station to CBS’ format for a live Studio telenser..| American tele udie one soon 
KTT \ Klaus Landsberg. who Firm has been active a THE spon- will be viewing s sot on , eenaee 
fumed mightily when  Stokey sorship of athletic events but 36 hours after Mas ha sti i ‘Eu. 
pulled his Tele Academy award vowed to flee the field ore oe, thanks to the aaaedi - >n- 
winning video show off the station, when . auctionsering method of ie rise of Clyde R Ort ane ; r- 
has ordered all hands at work to | P@4dling events got under way. last m ) ae 
save the viewing audience | year. Prices, Oil Co. felt, got way ag Beng ow . sahil 
KTLA’s tein B vs show is the ~ pf aipe. B-B Pens will ayement | Wy - ae . Fi v2 eee a sho: 
bpp lay ont -e its one minute spot campaign, over 178 teams Of reporters and pho- 
first station-built vehicle to be | net stations, with 20-second spots tographers employed by Clyde R. 
packaged by outlet’s own produ-, d ‘ ; ";Orms & Co., firm headed by the 





cers under Landsberg’s new policy ; Texan. 
of station-built programs. Lands-, KTSL Gets Into Coast | From nerve centers such as| 


berg, Phil Booth and Gorden Min-| 
ter built the teevee show format. 
Program has been set in for a one- 
hour run weekly. “Pantomime’s” 
charades format is being held over | 
in an effort to keep viewers seated 
at KTLA instead of following Sto- Don Lee’s KTSL has closed a 
key to KTTV. deal with Cliffie Stone for a half- Company will begin appearing | 

“Movietown” will be telensed hour, once weekly television show. about Feb. 10 on tele screens in| 
from a different film celeb’s home Station is the last of the six op- the U. S. His TV teams are under | 
weekly, with feeling that names erating channels to insert an the direction of Jim Shay. Inti-| 
and glimpse into their dwellings | oatune ensemble into its schedule. Mate aspects of the Berlin airlift | 
will be of sufficient value to hold NBC outlet KNBH is airing “Tex Will be among the first subjects 
the KTLA audience to the chan- Williams’ Western Caravan” every filmed for distribution in this 
nel. /Wednesday. Paramount's KTLA Country, Orms said. | 


| Frankfurt, Berlin, Paris and War- 


Oatune Vidcast Swim 


| to Dallas, home of the foreign tele 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. |-over the nation. 





' 








‘ De sy sll pool me beamed beams Spade Cooley’s “Western | 
rom unset studios by KTTV.' Varieties” each Saturday and an-'! 1 - : 

Station = not have room for other Cooley show, sponstred, dur- Gannett Taking His Time | 

viewers in its own studios here ing the week. Both are remotes : 

but wants to give show produc- telecasts. CBS station, KTTV,) On Portland, Me., Station | 

tional treatment. ‘videos a half-hour of the “Texas! Portland, Me.. Feb. 8 | 

| Rangers” on Mondays and KLAC-! GyyG % Beoadoentingn Meee 

TV airs Dude Martin’s “Lucky 13 licen romney proadcasting Serv- 

Chi’s 89 150 TV § i |Ranch” the same day. “We tern eae ane OLY, Meaaee cue Pa 

? eis | Square Dance”’ with Bob Oageod is aes, oe Welly. ree it wo > 

Chicago. Feb. 8. | telensed by KFI-TV Sunday nights. “pPenGages. has withdrawn its ap- | 

Latest tele compilation puts KTSL program will be beamed pon plication for establishment of a lo- 

Chi’s score at 89,150 video sets, Thursdays. KTTV. KLAC - TV ,cal television station. With two lo- 

within the 50-mile radius. Reason KFI - TV and KTSL western pro- nile rns wonp egy Setodlnddy ane 

for difference between this figure’ grams are studio shows. Gannett no longer fears a freeze- 

and that of Radio Manufacturers ; bea the eae FCC, feeling 

Assn. is that this area has a num- : © agency will open the high- 

ber of manufacturers who do hot SAG THUMBS EQUITY |frequency bands soon, with room 

belong to RMA, hence are not in- pg pe b 

cluded in those reports. (N asic) and WPOR 

New total is pas ae upon RMA PLAN FOR VIDEO (ABC) affiliate are still on the hook 

data plus the non-members whose Hollywood, Feb. 8, _ With _tele applications, but neither 

books were audited by the Electric) Screen Actors Guild turned @@mits to any impatience to com- | 


Assn. of Chi. Electric Assn. re- down Equity Council's proposal of ence actual wading. Situation is 
. ° : q "; p p | ; 
ported 950 receivers in Chi two a partnership for the administra- | further muddled by Gannett’s own- | 
years ago, 13,340 last Feb. tion of talent jurisdiction in tele- 18 the only desirable hilltop loca- 
‘vision, and arranged a meeting tion in the area, which is the pres- 
Buffalo—Nicholas J. Malter, as-| With the Television Film Producers ®t Site of his local FM operation. | 
sistant sales manager in charge of rg yA wg aeetaes problems | | 
WBEN, Buffalo, television sales ,'® tne video Neild. pata ow 
for the past four years, has been Guild toppers decided that tele- Oo, aaee Pee edi 
appointed assistant sales manager. Vision is too vital a subject at this Agency, has renewed its earher- 
He will supervise selling of bot)#time to permit delays in working | hour “Barbershop Quartet” pro- | 
local and national TV program out an immediate talent jurisdic- gram telecast Mondays, for an 
‘additional 26-week period. | 








cided it will be good practical ex-' 


| saw, the films will be sped by air | 
- 4 | fil syndicat hich will ly | 
With 30-Minute Shot pret .seronene nie, it supply 


The first films made by Orms'; ~ 


Inside Television 


Latest circulation figures on New York’s afternoon daily new 
reveal they are not the ones being hit by television, since their 
tion is back up to what it was a year ago. Instead it is now 
that TV is responsible for a slump in circulation of the bul 
tions of the morning papers. | 

Before the video era, it is pointed out, many newspaper readers ] 
their firesides after 10 p.m. to hurry down to the nearest corner ne eft 
stand to buy the bulldog. Today they become so engrossed in vides 
they have no time to buy the papers, let alone read them. Situatio ‘ 
attested to by the steadily dwindling crowds around the newsstands 
when the bulldogs are first dumped from the trucks. Proof that the 
afternoon papers haven’t been hit was offered this week by the n Y 


Spa 
Circula. 
believe 
dog edi. 


'Sun, which disclosed its circulation in October, 1948, was 297,953 as 


against 297,136 in October, 1947—a drop of only 83. 


RCA Service Corp. has raised its year’s service contracts on tele 
vision models, with the hike dependent on the original purchase price 
and service guarantee pact. Ten-inch table ‘set, for example, which 
carried a $36 charge last year, is renewable in 1949 at $45. 

Hike was instituted, according to RCA spokesmen, because of the 
greater amount of servicing required for sets the longer they are in 
use. In addition, they pointed out, there has been an increase jn the 
cost of component parts which might have to be replaced Setowners 
still make out well on the deal, they said, since a new 10-inch tube 
would cost more than $75, but is included in the service contract if the 
setowner renews. 





Only satisfactory solution to the landiord-tenant fights over the right 
to erect a television roof antenna will come from the development py 
set manufacturers of a satisfactory and reasonably-priced receiver with 
aebuilt-in aerial, according to N. Y. attorney Albert W. Fribourg. Writ. 
ing in the N. Y. Sun, Fribourg declared, however, that bills legalizing 
such installations and recently introduced into the N. Y. state legisla- 
ture might provide the necessary temporary expedient. 

One such bill, the attorney said, would add a new section to the 
penal law and would, in effect, give every tenant the right to erect the 
equipment needed any place on the property. He noted that the courts 
generally have denied applications sought by tenants for temporary in- 
junctions against the landlords on the basis that judicial relief should 
not be granted until after trial, when all the facts had been developed. 





Johns Hopkins Univ. department of writing and drama last week 
established a $150 annual prize for the best original television script 
submitted before Sept. 1 each year, with the competition open to any 
writer. Award has been set up to encourage experimentation with new 
forms and techniques and the prize-winning play, running 30 to 50 
minutes, will be produced by the Johns Hopkins Playhouse and aired 
over WMAR-TV, Baltimore. 

Preference will be given to originals, although adaptations will be 
considered providing the author has cleared all rights and the script 
has never been staged before on radio or TV. Judges are department 
chief Elliott Coleman; the university’s pub relations director, Lynn D, 
Poole, and Delmar E. Solem, technical director of the Playhouse. 

University of Cincinnati’s board of directors last week accepted an 
offer by the Crosley Broadcasting Corp. of a $2,500 fellowship for study 
of the relationship between television and education, claimed as the 
first of its kind in the country. James D. Shouse, president and board 
chairman of the Crosley organization, also is one of the university's 
directors. 
| The study, Shouse said, “would attempt to determine how education 
|} and television can best be correlated in the interest of the public gen- 
erally in the early stages of this new art.” 

Many success stories have been told about television commercial 
shows but here’s one on a sustainer. ‘Cartoon Tele-Tales,” aired Sun- 
day nights over ABC-TV’s eight-station tieup, plus two outlets getting 
the show via kinescope recordings, this week came up with a mail pull 
of 3,728 letters. 

Show, which is slanted for moppet audiences, asks the kids to send in 
drawings of the stories told on the program. Seventeen of the draw- 
ings are exhibited each week, with the winners getting a set of drawing 
pencils. With the mail pull as ammunition, ABC is now trying to line 
up a sponsor for the half-hour show. 


N. Y. Herald Tribune,-starting today (Wed.), will run a daily box on 
its sports pages of all sports events to be televised each day. Box is to 
include the channel, name of the announcer, lineups of the teams, 
names of the officials, etc. 

H-T is believed to be the first newspaper in the country to initiate 
the system, which reportedly represents its conviction that tele is here 
to stay. What effect such a system of pointing up the daily televised 
events to actual sports fans who read the sports pages might have on 
gate receipts has yet to be seen. 





O’Nei’s Fairbanks Pact | VIDEO PIX PACKAGERS 
TV’s First Long Termer, RELEASING VIA UA 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. | New television film package out- 
sale ete Saas tener wien fit, claimed to be the largest such 
to an exclusive contract—the first mame apeeemen i = er 
longterm film talent deal in tele- formed yesterday (Tues.). Under 
vision. Pact has an unlimited num- the name of Video Varieties, Inc., 
ber : rg tee — for O’Neil’s outfit absorbs the complete facili- 
pe and live pe ora Tiale- ties of West Coast Sound prereset 
banks added that O'Neil also will 274, Plans to turn ou ae ars 
be available for loanouts. a ay 1 ul films during Its 

First stint under the new pact teem be wpebrevas t 
will be to record numbers recently , United Artists tele departmen 


‘purchased by Fairbanks Music Co. aS already signed to release ine 


‘first year’s output. First two 
TV ‘series on the schedule include 
Baruch’s Magic Show eight five-minute musical shorts, 
Andre Baruch starts a television, f€@turing Shorty Warren & be 
series Feb. 16 on WCBS-TV for @™ Rangers, already completed, 
Polaroid. It will be a 15-minute | 49d & group featuring the Strid- 
expose of magic, at 7:45 Wednes- ©: male Negro quartet. soy 
day nights, with name magicians W. Goman, former RKO emt, 
as guests. Title will be “Now You Prez of the new firm Other 0 . 
See It.” cers are Martin P. Henry, = 
Sherman Drier is package pro-| On veepee, and A. W. Manchee, 
ducer. | treasurer. 

UA telefilm department, 
through director John Mitchell. 
'also pacted yesterday to release 

Boston, Feb. 8. a series of pix to be produce 
Tony Langguth, WNAC produc- especially for video by Edmun 


tion department, has been upped L. Dorfmann, recently production 
Universal's Unite 








LANGGUTH UPPED IN HUB 


to TV production supervisor by veepee for 5 ate 
Linus Travers, executive veepee World Films. First in the a 
and general manager of Yankee. mann series is to be 4a group 


_Langguth has been with Yankee called “Magic Time,” running i 
since 1936, becoming daytime pro-| minutes each and featuring W 
duction supervisor in 1945. 


\ magicians. 
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Television Reviews 


——— Continued from page 34 














a boy” and “I want a girl” stuff. | poise and handles herself with ex- 
Presto, a song cue. | ceptional grace. Uncle Jake works 


And so it goes. Some eight num- | into the situation birthday greet- | 


bers make up the routine, which | ings, letters and closes the frame 
also has time for a discussion of | by bringing members of juvenile 
the anniversary house budget. Off- | studio audience into camera range. 
stage accompaniment is played on | Mark. 

the accordion by Kenny Riehl. | 
Jean and Jerry have nice voices | THIS IS YOUR WORLD 





that blend well, 
adapted to video. Pictures are ler Bush, John W. Oliver 
sharp, and free from Venetian Producer - Director: Saunders 


blind, light spots, etc. Both singers Thomas 
have show business savvy, and 30 Mins., Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
project well. WNBK-TV, Cleveland 


Interpolated commercial by Jean How best to present a news 
shows interiors and exteriors of forum without boring a_ visual 
houses built by the sponsors. A audience is the challenge which 


neat production job, and impresses WNBK'’s news director Ed Wallace 
as a slick TV show with definite accepts. 
“sell” possibilities for the home He invites two guests to take 
builder sponsor. Hold. opposite sides of a current con- 
~ troversy and with the use of maps, 
CLUB TELEVISION charts, etc., keeps the 30-minute 
With Ginger Kinney, 3 Characters, stanza moving. In program caught 
Capt. Frank Russell, Lind Bros., (2), two Cleveland College profes- 
Lee Bennett, emcee, Bob Trend- S°°S; Henry Miller Bush and John 


took opposite sides on 


and are well With Edward Wallace, Henry Mil- 


W. Culver, 
ler orch 
Director: Don Cook 
60 Mins., Tues., 9 p.m. (CST) 


the Stalin-Truman invite and kept 
audio interest at good pitch, with 


< “aa Wallace neatly injecting cue re- 
Sustaining marks 
WGN-TV, Chicage , Video-wise. Saunders Thomas 
“ This week’s performance of had a nice change of frames with 
Club” is good indication why cameras catching a new overall 
show has been on continuously |yiew of trio around map, even 
since April, 1948. Variety acts are though he was limited to use of 
really varied, packing solid enter- two cameras. A third camera would 
tainment into a one-hour show. have permitted greater utilization 
Acts flow smoothly, yet give view- of more charts, maps and pictures. 
ers full eyeful of individual stints. Mark. 
Three Characters dominate show —— 
with pantomime routine set to rec- 
ords of Beatrice Kay, Danny Kaye ott. _ "ha te 1 
and Ink Spots. Trio shows im-| With if mer Turner, Leo A. Lerner 
provement with close _ pacing, sig pg Dick Rider 
clowning through numbers with | 15 Mins., 7:30 p.m. Sun. 
apt costume changes. torctiows: , 
Capt, Frank Russell puts on Rip- W ch gaat 
ey dditorium strong man act, news editor Ulmer 
snapping spike with teeth, bal-, Turner discusses topical items and 
ancing single newspaper sheet on | trends with local newspapermen in 
head, and poising pile of chairs: interesting, armchair style. His 
and heavy cartwheel on _ chin. | first guest, Leo A. Lerner, is editor 
Emcee Lee Bennett breaks rock on; of community pavers, and will be 
Russell’s chest in suspense number. | followed by editors and writers 
Lind Brothers above average;| from Chicago and _ surrounding 
personable trio has sense of show- area. 
manship and harmony. Ginger Turner and Lerner’ discuss 
Bennett is cute eyeful in tap num-| Marshall Plan relief and isolation- 
ber, shedding — skirt = ism from midwest viewpoint. 
warming up. Emcee croons “For)| Lerner is active booster of Euro- 
You” _in pleasing fashion, but pean aid and points up benefits of 
sometimes slurs introductions. current U. S. policy towards Eu- 
Night club settings are simple | rope. 
but effective. Bob Trendler orch This series should prove stimu- 
provides) good accompaniment. | lating from educational angle. Dis- 
Club” is excellent adult enter- cussion is carried on easily and 
tainment Mart. _Chattily. Informality of show helps 
|embrace listener. Impartial selec- 





UNCLE JAKE’S HOUSE 

With Gene Carroll, Candy Lee 
Producer-Director: Betty Cope 
30 Mins., Mon. thru Fri., 5:30 p.m. ——— 


Ww "WS-TV, Cleveland ; EXCURSIONS IN SCIENCE 
Gene Carroll, of oldtime Jake With Caleb Paine. guests 
and Lena radio team, has a pleas- Director: Robert E. Stone 
ant 30-minute stanza for kiddies in| Producer: William K. Mulvey 
his make-believe “Uncle Jake’s 15 Mins., Thurs.. 6:45 p.m. 
House.” — : GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. 
He builds his situations around |} WRGB, Schenectady 
charming six-year-old Candy Lee,, General Electric, which for years 
and the situations deal with such _has presented one of radio’s top 
daily chores as how to feed the educational programs in “Science 
dog, cat and parrot properly; the | Forum” over WGY, is carrying into 
need for doing homework to bring | television the idea of explaining, 
up the grades in the weak subjects, | elucidating and interpreting sci- 
and suggestions on how to be a/ ence for laymen. Caleb Paine, in- 
better moppet in the house. Gen- terviewer of GE scientists on the 
erally, the program is leisurely-| video show, has moderated “Sci- 
paced, although on stanza caught | ence Forum” since 1946. “Excur- 
(3) there were moments of lag, and_ sions” naturally makes use of the 
camera-wise there were several; visual phase to demonstrate by 
noticeable slips. |tests highlight points which the 
Candy Lee shows much video speakers make. This hasn’t been 





|make ‘Viewpoint” 


L _ Vie good Sunday 
night viewing. 


= 


| tion of ‘guests and topics should | 


| fully developed yet, but evidence 


| of progress is noted here. 


| Paine’s slightly facetious man-- 


ner of questioning scientists is ap- 


parently an attempt to lighten the | 


seriousness and the didactism of 
'the discourses; but they tend at 
‘times to be stiff and lecturish. 
Paine makes the transition from 
radio to video surprisingly well. 
‘He is telegenic, informal and at 
ease. “Excursions,” undertaken bi- 
| monthly, presumably will gain in 
smoothness and soaguetan.” ‘ 
| co. 

















Lowel Institute Educat’| 
Air Series’ 400,000 
Audience on 3d Anni 


Boston, Feb, 8, 
The Hub’s outstanding series of 






Continued from page 26 


‘said, “Such a plan as this can make 
BMB’s data even more valuable 
and, equally important, more reli- 
able. Ever since publication of | 








Philly Lawyers 











Continued from page 29 gaa 





a ae NI 


though from the standpoint of 


lighting and staging 
the studio might have been better. 
the courtroom was superior on all 
other counts. The room was packed 
with lawyers and judges, many of 
whom agreed to serve on similar 
telecasts. and the corridors outside 
(where TV receivers were setup) 
handled the overflow. 


techniques, 


The trial was unrehearsed, ex-, 


cept for the actors who were the 
witnesses. Only the outline of the 
imaginary case was given out in 
advance and Maurer and Gray 
shaped the prosecutions and de- 
fense as the trial proceeded. Case 
involved a holdup by two young 
thugs, both of whom were armed. 
One of the men was captured on 
the scene, beaten to the ground, 
handcuffed and in the custody of 
the police. In the ensuing chase, 
the other man fought it out with 
the police and in the gunbattle, 
the hoodlum and acop were slain. 


The Commonwealth charged the 
first bandit with murder, even 
| though he was shackled and had no 
|part in the gunplay. Under the 
Pennsylvania law, all participants 
in a holdup resulting in a slaying 
are murderers and equally guilty, 
whether they had a hand in the 
actual killing or not. The jury, 
which was allowed three minutes 
for debate, (verdict to be settled 
by majority vote), found the ac- 
cused guilty, but recommended 
life imprisonment instead of the 
electric chair. 

Verdict promptly found Attorney 
Gray on his feet, demanding ap- 
peals and a new irial and objecting 
to the Judge’s charge. The pro- 
ceedings made for considerable ex- 
citement, since the turns of the 
legal queries and the courtroom 
repartee gave the show an _ un- 
deniable spontaneity. 

Credited with the idea for the 
| program, which is sponsored by 
the Yellow Cab Co. of Philadelphia, 
is Isaac D. Levy, retiring vice-pres- 
ident and general counsel for 
WCAU-TV, and attorney Bernard 
Smolens. David Kaigler, WCAU 
productions supervisor, staged the 
program with Smolens taking 
charge of the legal technicalities 
and furnishing thé script. Earl 
| Harrison, former dean of the Univ. 
|of Pennsylvania law school, will 
| be the program commentator 





| throughout the series. The Al Paul | 


amon agency set the account. 





Lethbridge, Alta. — CJOC here 
will move into new studios in June. 
| Space will be three times that now 
available and will include a “play- 


house” studio to seat 150. Present | Planation for delay in construction, 


studios are in the Marquis hotel. 








31% INCREASE 


WOV time sales increased 31% 


And January 1949 is up 11% over January 
Continued proof that on WOV... 


1948. 
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during 1948. | 





RESULTS is the BUY-WORD 
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| 


Study No. 1 in 1946, subscribers | educational airers sponsored by 


and others have been asking for a 


finer breakdown of the figures.” 


Another objection to BMB pro- third anni here this week, f 


| the Lowell Institute Cooperative 
| Broadcasting Council observed its 
guring 


cedure, which contributed to Mu-| it now has a total audience of about 


tual’s cancellation effective March 400,000 for the seven educ 
31, may be met by the measure-| shows it airs each week. 

ment group. Mutual's point is that | 
reports from listeners on what sta- 
tions they tune in emphasize pro- 


grams rather than potential circu- 
lation. The net therefore has urged 
BMB to include engineering data. 

A six-man BMB engineering ad- 
visory committee was formed on 
Jan. 27. After a six-hour-long ses- 
sion, Cortlandt J. Langley, assistant 
to Feltis, reported that develop- 
ment of engineering data to supple- 
ment BMB statistics presents many 
difficulties. “However,” he _ said, 
“we are confident that the indus- 
try’s engineers will find a proce- 


ational 


Council, a non-profit subsidiary 
of the famed Lowell Lectures of 
Boston, offers six series, “Your 
Baby,” “We Human Beings,” “Oyp 
Weather,” “Music’s the Thing.” 
“People at Play” and “Crossroads 
of the Future,” all conducted Coop- 
eratively by top-level professors 
and instructors of Boston College 
Boston University, Harvard. Low- 
ell Institute, MIT, Northeastern 
and Tufts. 

Stations participating, each offer- 
ing anywhere from 15 minutes to 
an hour an evening, are WCOP, 


' 


WMEX, WBZ and WEEI. An addi- 
tional course called “Your Ideas” 
through WHDH has been termin- 
ated temporarily, but a new course 
in the humanities is coming up, as 
well as a new science course called 
“The Impact of Science” out of 
WBZ. 


dure that answers our problems.” 
Another meeting of the committee 
will be held shortly, as soon as the 
BMB’s calendar is clear. If en- 
gineering data is added to the 
study, as indications are they will, 
Mutual may rejoin before April 1. 

Another BMB board policy which 
will probably attract more subscrib- 
ers is the decision to make avail- 
able to members information about 
non-subscribers, for their “re- 
stricted use.’’ Because of today’s 
highly competitive situation, non-|N, Y 
subscribers will feel uneasy about 
their rivals having information on 
them which they lack. 





————— 


NBC Aims 


te Continued from page 31 —— 








. to Chicago sewed up for its 
“Original Amateur Hour” Sunday 
nights from 7 to 8, meaning NBC 
won't get a look-in on the cable 
and midwestern audiences until ad- 
up new stations and Langley left ditional links are opened up some 
yesterday (8) for Chicago for par-, time in the spring. Network is 
leys with stations in the Windy willing to go ahead on that basis, 
City. Their goal is 1,000 subscrib- | however, on the assumption that 
ers. At last check, on Jan. 27, there the more quickly it establishes its 
were 814 subs and several addi-| video programming supremacy, the 
tions are expected to be announced | better it will be for the future. 

tomorrow (10), Web will not scrap its AM plans 

Printing of 1,500,000 ballots has for Martin and Lewis, recently- 
been completed. In addition, BMB | Signed comedy team. Pair is still 
has received 650,000 premiums for |to be given a Sunday night radio 
the first mailing and 250,000 addi- | Spot, as soon as their other com- 
tional premiums for  followup.!mitments make them _ available. 
Twenty million IBM cards will be | Fact that they'll be doubling into 
used in the tabulation. |TV, however, means their AM 

, | show will originate in N.Y. Wheth- 
er NBC will go ahead with its plans 
to build a 15-minute across-the- 
FCC Cracks board tele package around Miss 
Knight hasn’t been determined. 
|Some web officials reportedly be- 
Outcome | lieve that the daily show might 
of the hearing on the time exten- lessen the impact of the all-impor- 
sion will determine whether sale tant Sunday night program. In 
of the WHAS properties is con- addition, it has already been indi- 
summated, as the TV permit is the cated that even the best of per- 
choice plum of the package and -formers on video can dissipate his 
grant of the request is made a popularity through too frequent 
condition of sale. ; appearances. : 

Next on the carpet is the William 
H. Block Co. permit in Indian- | 
| apolis, which is to be heard March | Chicago, Feb. 8. 
|21. This company received its} WGN-Mutual will debut new 
authorization in October, 1946. On musical variety show Thurs. (10) 
March 28 the Commission will hear featuring just-signed Dinning Sis- 
the extension request of the Mai- | ters and singing emcee Lee Ben- 
son Blanche Co. of New Orleans, | nett. 
which received its permit in Jan-,| Half-hour sustainer will also star 


uary, 1947. |piano soloist Robert Trendler and 
Should any of the permit holders | his orch. 


Feltis is now on the road signing 























me continued from page 29 


permit in October, 1946. 





WGN’S NEW MUSICAL 





|revoke authorization,’ in which case 
| the frequency assigned would again 
| become available to television sta- 


| by the company vary greatly in 


fail to provide a satisfactory ex- 





Dallas—Texas Power and Light 
Co., will sponsor a new series of 
broadcasts each Friday evening 
over WFAA and WFAA-FM. The 
broadcasts will feature Billy Mayo 
|and a 24-pieee concert orchestra. 
Each program will salute a Texas 
_industry with a dramatic narrative. 


the Commission may take steps to 


tion applicants. 


UA, NBC 


Continued from page 29 




















I yew FASHIONS IN 
uses a film is only one of many HAIR GLAMOUR 
variables being taken into account. 
Others are the age and the cost 
of the pic and the number of 
video receivers in the market area. 

It is all an effort to come to 
some equitable basis for figuring 
values, since other distribs queried 


Send today for our FREE brechure 
on the latest in glamorous hoir 
pieces. No obligation. 

Styles to fit your personality, 

to give you that extra touch thot 
lifts you above the crowd! 


what they are asking for the same 
type film, while station managers 
vary equally as much in what they 
are willing to pay. Best UA hopes 
to do is get a rough working scale 
and let the salesmen go on from 
there. eciehie Ah G. PHILA. 2 PA 
It has not been determined yet |=“ ee VA 

gg. Pee TV salesmen will | ao —— 
e employed or whether present | ‘ cy 
salesmen in branches in TV areas a a 

will add television sales to their | TELEVISION HEAD 
duties. Company prefers the latter One good idea, like one good 


hap i ds. Tow 
course, claiming the film salesmen || Picture: is, worth a thousand. won rogram: 





badly CCAM 
OFFICE * SHOWROOM 











television 


‘ agency rad‘o-television publicity an t 
can easily take on the added work. | promotion director, tilm short produces, “tele 
oat : patie iter, ex-newspanerman, is look! “ 
Video producers object, however, |] Vision’ production-promotion spot where iden 
on the basis that a man concentrat- |] an" experience and writing backarourd “yy 








. p : : V-35. Variety, 
ing on TV can do a better job. | itm’ st. "New York 19, N.Y. 
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~ Zenith’ will be America’s most widely copied Television. 
Other manufacturers will shortly copy Zenith’s Giant 
Circle Screen. Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery. 
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N. Y. Indies Scram Hooper 


Continued from page 57 








last Tuesday (1) that they are not 
trying to stop TV’s progress or to 
hide its impact. However, they feel 
that random sampling of telephone 
owners, who are generally in upper 
income brackets, shows a dispro- 
portionately large number of video 
homes. In addition, they said that 
the questions, “Were you looking 
at or listening to a program?” is 
weighted in favor of the newer 
medium. 

“Everybody in New York knows 
of TV,” Hooper answered, “Why 
not begin treating it now the way 
we must several years from now. 
One constructive suggestion came 
out of the New York station meet- 
ing: rotate the works ‘looking at’ 
with ‘listening to’ to give each 
prior position in the question. Our 
interviewers are taking another 
look at this one. It will probably 
be adopted.” 

On Wednesday (2) Hooper met 
with representatives of the three 
N.Y. net affiliates who subscribe 
—WCBS, WNBC, and WOR. The 
phrasing of’ the questions was 





‘out that for many quarter - hour 
‘segments Hooper makes only 90 
calls. While this may have been 
|indicative of trends when there 
were 23 stations covered, it is now 
‘much less reliable when six TV 
' stations have been added. In other 
_words, they claim, the increase in 
\the factors to be measured re- 
‘quires a much greater sample. 
|While a very large 
|needed in the random method, a 
controlled cross-section technique 
can be accurate with a_ smaller 
sample. 

Hooper’s rejoinder is that the 
only way to learn the ratio of TV 
sets to AM sets is by random 
sampling. “No ‘tontrols’ exist to 
be applied to our sample distribu- 
tion,” he says. “No one could ap- 
ply them, if they did exist, with- 
out producing almost certain dis- 
tortions in the record. Without 
‘random sampling both radio and 
|TV would be operating in com- 
| parative darkness.” 
|told Variety that he is extending 


|his sample. His critics say, how- |* 


sample is | 


Hooper also | 


again discussed, but no conclusion | ever, that the extension is geo- 
was reached. The network stations | graphic, including Northern New 


are not contemplating an exit, but Jersey, rather than a real increase | 


they do have questions on Hooper’s|in the numerical size of his 
technique. sample. 2p 5 
WOR Sez Samples Too Small | Another indie gripe is_ that 


WOR, for instance, feels that | Hooper pro-rates his “don’t know” 
Hooper's samples are too small. | answers, distributing them among 
On one quarter hour of “Dorothy | the programs according to their 
and Dick” there were variations | audiences. This has the effect, the 
during 1948 from 3.6 to 4.4. How-| indies beef, of building the rat- 
ever, the total variation is less | ings of big shows and lowering the 
than Hooper’s admitted margin of | figure for smaller shows. In this. 
error. The station therefore feels | drama of the medium and the 
that the Hooper rating is not sensi- | telephone, the indies feel, the 
tive enough to be useful. lower income groups, who may not 

Some station statisticians point | have phones, are radio’s most luc- 
rative market—and, besides, they 
| spend more time at their sets than 
| their well-to-do neighbors. 
Summing up his attitude to 
| Hooper, one indie program mana- 
|ger said, “It’s one thing to be 
|! hung. But it’s something else when 
the hangman asks you to pay for 
the rope!” 


| NAB 


Continued from page 27 
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nt 4 + 1 | 
On on Isiond with You | primary cause of the situation in 
Every Friday Nite, 9:30 E.S.T. 'this city where one agency has 
Mgi.: LOU CLAYTON |offered to take every one minute 
|TV spot available. 



































are the daytime stations, which 
| now comprise approximately one- 


ATTENTION !! 


Radio, Recording, Music |these stations were built to help 


poses and they are looking forward 
|to television as their way out. 


' One broadcaster said he was 
‘going “to forget about FM” which, 
_in his opinion, “doesn’t stand a 
ghost of a chance with television 


uate. 

3. Member of ASCAP. 

4. Good musical and legal- 
business background. 

5. Capable and personable. 


Box V-37, Variety, 154 W. 46th Sr. 


New York 19, N. Y. | additional channels will be avail- 


'able and believes he can put up 
'a video station for about $125,000, 
|or approximately what it has cost 
'for many an FM outlet. But, of 




















OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT 
1 Block from Radio City 


‘coming along.” He is hopeful that. 


in new accounts to use radio, mak- 
ing it easier for the larger AM’ers 
to move in, especially when they 
can offer after-sunset hours. 

In some respects,- however, the 
daytimer is in a better position 
than the big station because he is 
‘more conditioned to the AM audi- 
‘ence. He has learned to prdgram 
to suit community interests and to 
‘develop a following with his ad- 
| vertisers. But where his audience 
is within reach of television sta- 





tions he is uncertain as to how long | 


he can retain his listeners as day- 
‘time video expands. , 


indifference. The question of ob- 
servance of the standards, it ap- 
peared, is entirely bound up with 
the economic ability of the oper- 
ator to comply, rather than his 
belief in the desirability of the 
document. As far as AM is con- 
cerned, the code seemed to be a 
“dead duck” sacrificed on the altar 
of an increasingly tougher battle 
for the advertiser’s dollar. 











Applicants 


Continued from page 24 





— 





the type of station he proposed has 
substantially decreased.” 

Crowley pointed out that the 
number of stations in the Washing- 
ton area “greatly increased” since 
he first applied. He wasn’t exag- 
gerating. In the last two years, 
four television outlets have started 
in the Capital (plus three in Balt- 
imore which reach into the Hyatts- 
ville area), three FM-only stations, 
and two AM daytimers. In addi- 
tion, six daytime AM stations in 
the area and two fulltime 250 wat- 
|ters, acquired FM affiliates, en- 
_abling them to throw out a signal 
into the Hyattsville section and 
adding, in effect, eight more sta- 
tions. 
| Thus, in the 28 months since 
|Crowley applied for his daytime 
|}outlet 20 new stations (including 
| seven video) got into operation and 
into the competition for the audi- 
ence he intended to serve. 

Another applicant last week who 
| wanted to increase his station’s 
|daytime power (and audiente) de- 
cided against it when he found a 
| hearing would be necessary be- 
| cause of possible interference with 
| other outlets on the same fre- 
/quency. The station (WELI, New 
| Haven) wrote the Commission it 

“does not feel the expense and 

delay of a hearing would justify 


Particularly hard hit at present | the ultimate objective even if suc- WPTR broadcaster, and Capt. Wil- 


cessful.” 
In the last few weeks, there have 


, to cancel. Some were in large 
cities, most in small towns. 

| Withdrawals in the majority of 
(cases are without explanation, 
Other than “do not wish to prose- 
cute the application.” 








Mutual Revamp 
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Attitudes of broadcasters to the. 
code ranged from mild to cynical | 
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| From the Productions Cen 


‘flack staff, and CBS’ Gloria Bedrosian, Lenny Kaye and Pat Haywoog 
|..,.Eleven-year-old Bernie Christianson will sub for vacationing Jack 
/Owens on ABC Breakfast Club....The Northerners will guest Ruth 
'Kienholz as contralto soloist over WGN tonight....Herb Rice, MBS 
production director, in Chi from New York... . Agricultural director 
Everett Mitchell of WMAQ to be honored by Sigma Delta Chi at Ames 
Ia. ...WJJD announcer Chuck Bill married to Billie Jenks of same 
station (29)....WMAQ newscaster Norman Barry to address Lincoln 
| day lunch at Glen Ellyn, Ill., Feb. 10....Jim Ameche now official Voice 
of Evans Story Teller show on WGN... .Elizabeth Hart hosts Mrs, John 
Cayton, Esthonian Relief rep, Feb. 11 over WMAQ.... Mutual Sales 
v.p. Jesse Barnes here from New York on biz....WBBM’s “Country 
Hour” reports new listeners in Jamaica, West Indies... .Webster-Chj. 
cago Corp. announces production of pre-recorded wire spools. Two 
spools are available now for dealers....Virginia Gale makes debut 
Feb. 14 in homemaker program over WGN... .Quiz Kid Joel Kupper. 
man graduated from grade school with “highest honor” award.... 
WMAQ's “Destination Freedom” recounted life story of Dr. DuBois 
founder of Natl. Assn. for Advancement of Colored People, Sun. (6) 

WJJD teed off on new giveaway show last week (1), called “Hoozit.” 
Emcee Marty Hogan offers cash and wrist “watch to pickers of mystery 
voice Gene Autry aired double header program over WBBM Feb, 
5....ABC Breakfast Club goes on Texas tour March 12-18, with stops 
in Fort Worth, Dallas, Saff Antonio and Houston... Bill Bell new 
WBBM scripter.... Fred Reynolds, “Harold Teen of the Air,” present. 
ing Sir Francis Drake, the comic strip duck, at Chi Tribune’s Outdoor 
| Show this week... .Former WBBM programmer June Hanson married 
to Robert Buller in Hollywood. 


—— ———an 













St. Louis—Being public service 
director of WBND, the Belleville, 
Ill., News-Democrat station isnt 
enough trouble for H. V. Calhoun 


sently planned, Tuesday will be 
mystery night and Friday musical | 
variety night. Other nights in this 
“vertical programming” setup will | 
be devoted to straight drama and : ge 
variety. |so he is striving for more. Last 

One show booked for Friday /week Calhoun, ex retired super- 
evenings is “Experience Speaks,” |intendent of public schools in 
'a Hank Booraem and Bill Thomas | Belleville tossed his chapeau into 
| package, based on staries from | the non-partisan mayoralty race, 
True Experience mag. Show will | Calhoun is the fourth to seek the 


emphasize human interest yarns | head man job. The election will 


with stress on idea that “experience | be held April 5. 


is the best teacher.” 





—— 
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|Brown’s career more fully tended 
i|to let it down. 
| A well-integrated broadcast was 
lthat which brought on James C. 
|Hagerty, press secretary for Gover- 
nor Dewey; Leo W. O’Brien, INS 
|correspondent; Con _ Heffernan, 
| Times*Union city editor, and Helen 
Nolan Neil, widow of Eddie Neil, 
|AP correspondent killed during the 
Spanish civil war, and a T-U staffer. 
| Third broadcast had Howar ~ 
Gaston, editor of ‘Town Crier” and | 
one of the publicists for Berkshire | 
Music Festival; Rosemary Clarke, 
of Nolan & Twitchell Agency and a 





. @e° 


liam Gorley, of Salvation Army. wie 
This one developed lags, probably 


fifth of all AM outlets. Many of been nine applicants whose cases because the guests had not met. : a° 


° ‘ : were to be heard shortly who de- Idea of “Luncheon” is not new, £2 oy 
Industries |pay the freight for their FM affil-| cided to withdraw. Another six |but it has distinct local possibili- \ A 
You are offered, at reasonable com- | iates. Now some, despairing of the applicants who had already re- ties. Snyder acquits himself credit- 
pensation, the services of a man }| growth of the FM audience, are | ceived their construction permits ably. He might try to give the HF 
1. 30 years of age. |thinking of ridding themselves (five for FM stations) after consid- Women guests more scope. Dish : Zz 
2. College and law school grad- | °f the additional burden FM im- erable time and expense, elected 24 other-table-conversation some- Sl 


|times compete too vigorously for 
|listeners’ ears. Show is reported 
building luncheon trade for Empire 
‘Room, which, like WPTR, is a 
Schine operation. Jaco. 
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DAY IN PARLIAMENT 
| With Kay Whitton, Arthur Me- 


| Kenna 

|30 Mins., Wed. (Jan. 26), 11 p.m. 
| Sustaining 

| CFRA, Ottawa 














“Music in the best sense,”'wrote the poet 











HOTEL ABBEY, NEW YORK 





course, he pointed out, he already competition among the dinner hour 


A one-shot gab show, this intelli-. 


Several furnished offices with has the nucleus of studio facilities. 
private bath (on 3d floor) for : 

rent. Telephone switchboard and The daytimer, in many cases, has 
cleaning service is available. made it possible for the bigger 


stations to get business away from 














‘him. The small outlets have broken 



































**O.K. Which one of you eight-balls took the Wheaties?”’ | 


“carefully” rather than low bud- 


| extensive revisions it has yet made 


news purveyors, which include 
NBC’s News of the World and 
H. V. Kaltenborn, ABC’s Headline 


Edition and Elmer Davis, and 
‘CBS Lowell Thomas and Ed 
Murrow. 

“Mutual Newsreel” will be 


shifted from its present 9:15 spot, 
although no new time has been 
made definite yet. Most likely 
period is 7:15, following Fulton 


gent covering of Parliament is to! 
become daily shortly, with Arthur 
| McKenna, Canadian Parliamentary | 
correspondent for the Wall St. | 
Journal and Canadian Dow Jones, 
giving coverage and comments. | 
|Tee-off airer had McKenna dis- | 
cussing the opening of the new) 
session of Parliament with Kay | 
Whitton, femme CFRA_gabber,) 
who gave the women’s angle on. 
the parliamentary kickoff. Mc-. 


Lewis Jr. If this change is made | Kenna’s solid, well-informed dis- | 
Abe Schechter, MBS veepee, will! cussions of the speech from the | 


pit his “Newsreel” opposite NBC’s 
“News of the World,’ a show he 
| created for the rival net more than 


throne and its implications bal-'| 
anced nicely with Miss Whitton’s | 
fluttery gushing over fashions and | 
the speech’s reference to items of | 





|a decade ago. 

An important reason for the 
change is the desire to give Mutual | 
block programming. It’s felt that | 
two 15-minute newscasts at 9 and | 


‘two five-minute shows at 8:55 and | 


'9:55 break up chances of mood | 
programming. The net will drop) 
the 9:55 show, moving the Bill 
Henry newscast up to 8:55. 


Phil Carlin, program veepee, and | 
Jack Paige, manager of program 
operations, have 27 shows under 
consideration. They feel they’ve | 
come up with several properties— | 
geted—which will prove sleepers. | 

Mutual says that the new pro- 
gram lineup is one of the most 
and all factors and programs are 
being studied carefully. As pre- 


femme interest. 


Skedded to hit dialers after they . 
have digested the newspapers, | 
McKenna’s commentary on hap-) 
penings on The Hill should catch 
big listener audience immediately. 
It’s the type of show an indie, com- 
munity-serving station like CFRA 
can handle exceptionally well and 
showed wisdom in getting a man 
like McKenna for the stanza. 

Gorm. 





Washington — “America’s Town 
Meeting” will originate its ABC 
broadcast from the Presidential 
Ballroom of the Hotel Statler, 





Washington, on March 22 as a} 
special feature of the U. S. Con- 
ference of Mayors. Members of | 
Congress and the Cabinet also will 
attend the broadcast. 


Goethe,“does not require novelty: nay, 
the older it is, and the more we are 
accustomed to it, the greater the effect.” 
Here is the secret of the hold WOXR 
and WOXR-FM have on more than half 
a million New York families... hold 
so tight, no other station can reach them 
$o persuasively. These families love good 
things as they love good music... and can 
afford to buy them, too. That's why ad- 
vertisers cultivate them as the most desit- 
able part of this biggest and richest of all 
markets, May we introduce you to them? 


AND WQXK-FM 
RADIO STATIONS OF THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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YES—From Midnight to 6 A.M. 
WNEW Has More Listeners Than 
the Four Other All-Night 
New York Stations Combined !* 
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The Milkman’s Matinee i 
This WNEW all-night feature is an im- \ 
portant part of the pulsating life of New York i | 
City. So much a part that more people listen iy 
to the “Milkman’s Matinee” M.C.’d by Art lt 
Ford than listen to the four other all-night sta- | | i f 
tions combined! It’s FOUR TO ONE YOU WIN | 1 


on WNEW! it 
, : te 

To the listener who wants good entertain- . 

ment and recreation from midnight to 6 A.M., 





Art Ford and the ‘““Milkman’s Matinee” is a Hh 
te 

must! ° 
it 

To the national advertiser who wants \ 


greater sales in the metropolitan area... to tf 

the /ocal advertiser who wants to see his adver- 1 

tising dollars do more—the ‘‘Milkman’s i 

Matinee” over WNEW stands as a 
sales beacon! 





ON THE AIR 24 HOURS A DAY 








*Special Pulse Survey, Greater New York, Nov. 1948 Represented by Joha Blair & Compony = F 
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TV Pix Techniques 


Continued from page 30 


only must be at a minimum, but; Sets aren’t massive but must = 
because of the precision schedul- ate size and scope. As — a 
ing of scenes it doesn’t permit for producers have been able “4 
much excising, else it impairs con- achieve that with realistic se 

tinuity. The 2612 mins. are shot pieces and “frames, the ree 
in Hollywood. American Tobacco being the conservation idea whic 

makes the commercials, running the J. Arthur Rank producers * 
3% mins. of open-end plugging, now adopting for economy in 
and it’s no secret that the Holly- England. ; 

wood end isn’t always pleased with 
the manner in which tke-sponsor -4j-> 
tacks on and intrudes his plugs. 
This is done via Arthur Shields, 


























latter | 


Don Lee Net Sued Over 
| ‘Name of Song’ Airer 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 
Mrs. Rita Williamson and the 


estate of Dud Williamson, owners 
of the radio musical 


L. A. superior court against the 

Don Lee Broadcasting System. 
Action declares Mrs. Williamson 

is paid only $50 a week, according 


;to an interpretation of the con- 
, tract, while her late husband was | 
‘paid $500 a week. Complaint states 


that under a provision of the con- 
tract stipulates that in case Dud 





| Set Prices - 


Continued from page 20 


brother of Barry Fitzgerald, who 
is figured to develop into a TV per- 7 
sonality all his own, once given pecause of the presently limited 
better commercial scripting than production facilities. 
the first ones seen. (From the Pre-Christmas slump was fol- 
initial reviews, Shields’ hopes are ).4q by a continued drop in sales 
still in the wishful thinking stage.) quring the early part of January, 
Production niceties are many. . 14, the public, reading about re- 
For one, thing the series must Be| duced prices on the new 164inch 
alanced s ’ sy, -mets ubes, 
dramatic, in alternating contrasts. em Femail sets to be cut pro- 
The programming is a oe me portionately. Both the dealers — 
ix and radio serial technique, : realize, Hoge said, 
without being cliffhangers, only in a pre geliar cel manufacturers an- 
that the same sponsorial interest nouncing the 16-inch models can 
perpetuates weekly viewing, — ¢-|deliver immediately. | While the 
strictions now for TV pix, other | Public er "7 be ot vag ee of 
ee an iiag such a set now and so will 
are no Screen Writers Guild re- . 
strictions as yet. Even the crews “yy hoe odels. Hoge estimated 
ealiz is andpicked units | 12’2-Inch Mocers. NT ‘ 
Te a tae eae senuite. Re- | that only gt pr +4 frei 
hearsals are at a minimum, but the tion tp, oar hee oe 
$55-a-day principals do have their to the larger-size s ee 
stand-ins ($13.90 per diem). Despite trade UST 1 cone i> 
Production Bugs and Wrinkles 16-inch tube, yn . my Pd 
Production-wise, directors Haas dicted the Fag ed prs egg 
and Martin see that there are no scope woul = iataaie thm 
strong shadows and no “hot” spots. able. onde nen Soliaat 
They already are benefiting from same amoun ee ‘aude ond as 
some kinescoped vagaries. They ‘Ss much easier My Peeeif tabi. 
must compensate for bad set-tun- already. prove Paine 
ing by the at-home viewers (look- whereas the larger . nde “St 
ers), who may blame the pix; and tube, which has a age ete 0 
they must also take into considera- curvature eg ogee = hao 
tion that the station transmission yet to prove e384 > te wae 
or projectionist can be bad, albeit corporating the we gles 
they are supposed to be profes- be priced slightly a og = ~4 
sionals. If the boothman in the 16-inch models, : = = 
station doesn’t know his stuff, the though price cuts fas an tee 
kinescopings give out with distor- nounced by meng alg Poo 
tions that are really not the fault | all-glass tubes for February 
of the film. : 
Haas, Martin and Abel pointed by spring. 
to a kinescoped version of the - 
Paul Muni “Counsellor-at-Law” larger sets, once they - grt ves 
(Philco Playhousé) which they saw production, yore knoc ; _ Be: ro 
out here in film form. There was | the 10 or 1242-inch a a ae 
a building background, and the outcome should be = — “oe 
lines of the structure came out, the end of the year. Hoge dec 








awry, as is not uncommon in TV 10-inch tubes are still difficult {0 
This was the fault of. obtain, while the pinch on 1242-) 
local projection, and that’s what inchers, which replaced the 12-inch | 


tuning. 


TV film producers try to circum-| tubes last fall, is easing off. UST, 
vent at the source. ' meanwhile, together with other 
Other production wrinkles must manufacturers, will continue — to 
compensate for size by accenting produce projection models which, 
breadth and intimacy. Most of the | Hoge said, will be priced slightly 
action is above the knees, unlevs higher than the 15 and 16-inch jobs. 
they’re meaningless long shots for Projection models never gained 
purposes of movement. The light- full acceptance in homes because 
ings and shadings differ from nor- those originally turned out were 
mal film production. But like not bright enough. New sets, which 
major studio pix, the TV films are will appear soon, will be much 
shot in 35m, as these project best brighter and they should make 
on the video tube. considerabie progress by the end 
Right now the Grant-Realm of 1949, Hoge said. 
(American Tobacco) series, utiliz- 
ing the Hal Roach studios at Cul-. 
aoe aad have 35 of the existing 50 
V outlets. A series of 16 prints is , “ 
all that is necessary to rotate these Stuart oe ” tag hed a 
35 video stations. Despite th . | Loto a8 Program eiviste ag 
, pite the co- for All-Canada Radio Facilities, 
operation of talent and writers the Ltd. His successor is N. A. Bot- 


major overhead constitutes film terill, manager of CFBC, St. John, 
lab, crews, and studio rental space. 'N. B. 


ROSEMARY WAYNE 


“‘SPINS’’ 
FOR YOUR DISC PLEASURE 





Regina, Sask. — Manager of 
CKRM here since last September, 














“FOOL THAT | AM” 
“NEAR YOU” 

“SWEET GEORGIA BROWN” 
“CAN'T SLEEP” 

“JUNGLE FANTASY” 
“LAUGHING BOY” 





“The Gal Who Makes the Hits!’ 
WJJD © WAIT © CHICAGO 











string along with the 10-inch and | 


be reflected in slightly lower prices |, 


Most manufacturers believe the 


/on the station. He was formerly 
| program director of KCBC. | 


Williamson was unable to perform, 
Don Lee agreed to pay him $50 a 
week for regional sponsorship or 
$100 for national sponsorship. His 
death, the widow contends, auto- 


matically voided that provision of 


the contract. 














St. L. Brewery 








quizzer, | 
“What’s the Name of That Song,” | 
filed a suit for declaratory relief in. 
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station in this burg, all games will 
originate through this station. 
Harry Caray, who twice won the 
Sporting News award as the best 
National League b.b. gabber, and 
iCharles “Gabby” Street, former 
major league manager, have been 


inked for another one-year pact. | 


Caray does the play-by-play, with 
Street chipping in with the analy- 
sis and second guessing. 





| WJW Looks Set For Indians 
Cleveland, Feb. 8. 

| There’s nothing official yet, but 
all indications point to WJW again 
| carying the full schedule of Cleve- 
|land Indians’ ball games. 

| All other Cleveland outlets are 
virtually out of the running. WJW 
carried scheduled 
abbreviated handling of some con- 
tests because of network commit- 
ments raised hue and cry. This 


year, WJW is expected to clear fyll | 


time for every inning of every 


last year, but | 


Inside Stuf—Radio 


Voice of Freedom Committee, as part of Negro History Week is 
launching a campaign to get a Negro commentator aired regularly over 
a major network. 

Chairman Dorothy Parker said, “At present there are little more 
than 200 Negroes employed regularly in the radio industry, ang most 
of these serve in menial capacities. There is not a single Negro an- 
-nouncer, technician or writer employed on any of the networks. The 
few actors employed play only stereotypes. It’s about time the Negro 
people, who comprise one-tenth of our population, had a spokesman 
of their own on the air.” 

Preparatory to its campaign VOFC is conducting a poll among its 
2,000 monitors to determine their choice of a Negro commentator. The 
public has been invited to send in their suggestions to th committee 
at 122 W. 71st St., New York City. 








Spirited cooperation of New York radio stations along with the aid 
of the Metropolitan Assn. of Disk Jockeys has resulted in a “tremendous 
response” from the public to an orchid offer from the N, y. Heart 
Assn. in return for a dollar contribution to its Heart Fund. “Orders 
are coming in by the thousands” according to Joseph P. Murphy, the 
organization’s director of radio and television. 

Flower gift stems from an arrangement the N. Y. Heart Assn. has 
|made whereby 100,000 baby orchids will be flown in from Honolulu in 
time to be mailed and delivered on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14, to any 
person designated by the sender of a dollar donation to the 1949 N, y, 

Heart Fund. Campaign starts the same day with its goal pegged at 
$1,000,000 to fight heart disease. 





Confusion in the minds of listeners when they hear station breaks 
| using both AM and FM call letters has led WQXR, N. Y., to adopt a 
'new station identification. Unfamiliar with FM, some AM listeners 
| believe that they are hearing FM programs because they catch FM 
| call letters. 

Because of this misunderstanding, the new station break is “WQxR, 
New York, 1560 on your dial, and WQXR-FM, 96.3 on FM sets.” The 
station has written to other AM-FM outlets suggesting they adopt the 
idea to clarify the AM-FM picture for listeners. In addition, the indie 
is using spot announcements pointing up the advantages and general 
availability of FM sets. @ 





ABC has dropped the Hawthorne show as another step in its contin- 
| uing economy drive. Killing the coast-to-coaster thus saves web nearly 
$2,000 weekly in total talent costs. Jim Hawthorne has been getting 
| $850 per broadcast and upkeep of Ike Carpenter’s band, vocalists and 
copyists has been about $1,000 weekly. Notice was handed Hawthorne 
despite his last week Hooper which hit 4.8. The abolition of the pro- 
' gram is in line with network’s desire to cut sustaining show costs to 
the bone. 





CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 











game and feed its Ohio network | 


with full broadcasts, with Jimmy | 


Dudley and Jack Graney at the 
| mike. 











Atlass 








package deal between Thackreys 


|and Warners. 





WB Preps Switches 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Starting lineup when the Warner 
Bros. purchase of the Thackery 
stations, KLAC and KYA, San 
| Francisco, is approved by the FCC 
‘is beginning to take shape. 

It has been learned that Warners 
will definitely move the television 
activities of KLAC to the KFWB 
studios. 


be converted into video stages for 
teevee usage. 

Who will manage the television 
and standa:d broadcast stations 
|for Warners is anybody’s guess. It 


‘is known though that Don Fedder- | 


son, general manager of KLAC and 
|KYA, has made his home in 
‘Frisco available to buyers and is 
looking for an L. A. abode. There 
is a strong possibility that Fedder- 
‘son will take over station tele- 
|vision leadership with Warners’ 
‘acquisition and that Harry Maiz- 
lish, KFWB head, will continue to 
manage the standard broadcast 
field for Warners. 
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Records, as the statement to the 
stockholders represents the con- 
solidated financial picture, rather | 
than broadcasting alone. Con- | 


_tributing factor in the net income | 


drop is thus seen stemming from 
the recording operation (prior to 
Columbia’s LP upbeat). | 

In declaring a cash dividend of | 
35¢ a share on Class A and Class | 
B stock instead of the 50c quarter- | 
ly dividend paid during ‘48, CBS 
attributes it to the need “to con- 
serve cash reserves for capital re- 
quirements in the development of 
television network and TV station 
operations.” 





Des Moines — Dale Morgan, 
newscaster and entertainer, has re- 
signed from KCBC, Des Moines. 
He had been broadcasting daily 
news shows and also with his wife 
and two daughters had an after- 
noon usic and variety program 


}| Atlantic City. 


Continued from Page 24 Se | each week for the Seattle Times. . 


Soundstages now being | 
used as storage houses at WB will 


‘Chronicle, has been made program 


.from WEDO in McKeesport, has | 


Philadelphia—Sheldon H. Gross , ducted by Judge Henry X. O’Brien 
| has been named to handle special |of the Common Please Court, has 
events for WFIL. Gross was form- | been launched over WJAS. They'll 
er news commentator for WFPG,|be aired for 15 minutes every 
|Saturday evening at 6:45 and are 
|designed to acquaint the layman 

Seattle—Bill Moshier, farm edi- | With the workings of the jury and 
| tor of KJR, now writing farm page | judicial systems in Pennsylvania, 


| Jock Kinzel, KIRO, now doing a, Trenton, N. J, — Fred L. Bern- 
weekly show: “Speaking of Radio,” stein has been appointed sales 
| Sundays at 5:45 p.m. p.m. Kinzel|™manager of WTTM Trenton, ac- 
gives inside on radio operation | cording to an announcement by S. 
|and calls attention to shows on Carl Mark, exec veepee and gen- 
‘other Seattle stations as well as on | eral manager. 


WPIX 66 


Continued from page 29 

















San Francisco—Vincent A. Fran- 
cis has been appointed San Fran- 
| cisco sales manager for ABC sta- 
,tions KGO and KGO-TV. Francis 
succeeds Kirk Torney, who has re-| Rancho Soup, now sponsoring the 
signed to form his own television TejePix reel. 
receiver sales company. Rates on the INS-Telenews daily 
issues range from about $200 

San Francisco— Paul Speegle, weekly in the smaller market 
radio columnist of San Francisco areas up to $1,500 in the larger 


; metropolitan centres. Prices for 
een ie nas oat oe a ay the weekly reel start at about $100. 
Bubeck, who will be transferred to The weekly reel is now carried 0 
Hollywood to become production 18 separate stations and the daily 
manager of the Western Division |°" 14. In addition, other INS tele 
of NBC. services, such as the International 

News Photo spot news and feature 
Chicago — Adolph Hult, MBS Photo package and the INS video 
V.p. in charge of midwest opera- | hews tape, are used by stations in 
tions, was named radio chairman|N. Y., L.A., Schenectady, Boston 
of Chicago Brotherhood Week| and Philadelphia. INS-Telenews 
committee. Week will be observed is now huddling with several na- 
Feb. 20-27 for 16th year, under | tional sponsors to take over both 
sponsorship of National Confer- the daily and weekly reels in all 
ence of Christians and Jews. Hugh’ market areas. 
Davis, executive v.p. of Foote, | 
Cone & Belding, was earlier named | 
ad chairman. 


Fr 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





























“The program which: features an 
|f entirely new angle.” 


Pittsburgh — Charles Garratt, | 





—Bee, Sacramento, Cal. 


YOU TICK? /:'p 
For Ivory Flakes 


CBS, Mon. thru Fri. 
2:45-3 P.M. 


With JOHN K. M. McCAFFERY 


Written and Directed by 
ADDISON SMITH 


joined announcers’ staff at KDKA. 
He takes over spot left vacant by 
return of Morry Wayne to KTBS 
in Shreveport, La. - Peoples 
Camera Exchange will sponsor 
“People Camera Club of the Air” 
for quarter hour every Friday 
evening over WWSW. Fred Joyner, 
station program manager, will act 
as moderator with three lens ex- 
perts each week discussing the 
pros and cons of picture-making 
methods . . . A series of weekly | 
public service broadcasts, con- 
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T.V. Stations - Advertising Agencies — Sponsors 


DO YOU NEED 


Normal Geniuses for T.V. Producers-Directors? 


LEGIT—MOTION PICTURE—VARIETY 
CONTACT HARLAN ROSS 
Advertising Personnel Associates 
11 East 47th Street, New York City 





EL. 5-6296 
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VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 43 





What, No Eye Teeth? 


Small record companies and publishers that have in the past 
come up with likely looking tunes have asked and gotten some big 
coin out of major publishers for marketing rights. Gradually, as 
word got around during the disk ban that the big publishing guns 
were hungry for recorded material that stood to keep their names 
prominent in the performance compilations, maintain activity in 
the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers, et al., 
asking prices went up at a fast rate. 

One major pub was asked last week, however, for everything but 
the passbook to his bank account for the rights to a likely-looking 
tune. Small pub wanted a $5,000 bonus, $2,000 advance, 7c a 
copy royalty on sheet music, and all of the royalties accruing from 
recordings made on the tune prior to the time the major took the 


song over. 
No deal was made, of course. 


New ASCAP Pub Candidates Refuse 
To Risk Defeat Under Assured Voting 


It’s becoming increasingly dif-+ 
Bullet Bolts Co. 


ficult each year for the nominating | 

committee named by the American 

Society of Composers, Authors and Nashville, Feb. 8. 

Publishers to secure publisher- Jim Bullet has withdrawn from 

candidates for positions on the di- the recording company bearing his 
name, which originally was built 
on his recording by Francis Craig 


rector board. Such is the setup at 

ASCAP that few publishers with 

any prestige in the business will of “Near You.” Bullet got into a 

consent to being placed in com- | tyssle over policy with his two 

petition with incumbent board | partners, both of whom financed 

members—unless they have some the setup. His interest in the firm 

assurance of election. has been disposed of, presumably 
By “assurance” is meant some tg them. Bullet could not be 

indication from the powers that reached for comment. 














Federation of Musicians disk ban 
more than a year ago, to establish 
a backlog of recordings. 





Attorneys for the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers and the _ television 
broadcasters are nearing the com- 
pletion of language of a contract 
that will at least allow both sides 
to_sit down and start discussing 
financial terms. The deadline is 
March 1 to which ASCAP had ex- 
ltended its $l-a-year blanket 








control the election, , via the Since ‘“‘Near You,” the Bullet 
weighted vote system, that the jabel has been considerably ex- 
name of a candidate will have sup- | panded. Numerous bands and sing- 
port. Things have reached the erg were put under contract for 
point where responsible men, Who chort terms. the majority of them 
have this year been approached 
on the idea of being placed on the 
ballot, asked for time to check on 
the backing they can count on. 
That has happened this year in nab giles «in 
each instance where a man had a | 
strong name within music circles. | Pp 
And in each case the offer of nom- ; ase 
ination was turned down. They'd | 
rather not run than risk a a 
One who was asked to run did } 
his own checking, then wrote | Path Towards 
ASCAP execs to the effect that the | 
incumbent members ag og! a - 
election have been on the boarc 
for years and “I have heard of no | Arranging Pacts 
reason why they should not be re- 
elected.” 
Herman Starr, head of the War- 
ner Bros. publishing group, tops 
the incumbents for reelection. 
Louis (Shapiro-) Bernstein, Saul H. 
Bourne and Gus Schirmer are 
rounding out their terms. No one 
as yet has been named to oppose 
them. 
licenses for video use of its copy- 
R (’ righted music. And both sides will 
I ecor S 0. make every effort to make a deal 
before then. 
e Language of the new contract 
apparently has been a bit of a 
in Assets Switch tussle. It will incorporate the vari- 
ous types of uses originally laid 
Chicago, Feb. 8. down in the contracts signed by 
Universal Records, Chi indie, in Music publishers, via which ASCAP 
a unique financing proposal re- was given the right to represent 
vealed here last week that it is them in dealing with video. 
turning over its capital assets and Whether these terms or, more 
liabilities to the Double Feature Properly, various restrictions as to 
Records Corp., which is set to turn costuming, number of people who 
out platters with two tunes on each Will perform a song, background 
side, or four sides per disk, for the Sets, etc., will remain as originally 
same price as the usual record. outlined or changed is not now 
Company, in confidential letter Known. However, many video men 
to amusement business people, is @XPressed no love for the restric- 
seeking to raise between $40,000- tions outlined in the ASCAP-pub 
$50,000 to keep cash position liquid. Pacts; they felt ASC AP under the 
At $40 per share firm is selling Conditions would have very little 
groups of 10, as minimum. Assets |to sell. At any rate, the wordage 
include transfer and assignment of |°f the award must be concluded be- 
artists’ contracts, including Har- fore money Is discussed, and that 
Monicats, Gene Austin and Bonnie W0n't be for a couple weeks at best. 
Baker, pius 250 masters, 25% still, There’s no meeting scheduled as 
non-released. Se le yet between ASCAP execs and top 
a resume of 1948 biz, company Video men. One will be called as 
teld of ‘possible $1,000 ‘profit on |soon as possible. 
340 sales as of Sept. 30. Low | 
arose a peste on the generally | W ALLERSTEIN T0 T ALK 
nancial conditions of distribs 
siiatd andthe infuence ot the OF DISKING ‘SITUATION’ 
American Federation of Musicians’ | 
recording ban. Diskery expects a| Columbia Records Corp. has 
oss from return of dead merchan- called a press conference for 3 p.m. 
dise and poor credit risks. Letter todav (Wednesday) in its New York 
said that company made no effort offices, where Edward (Ted) Wal- 
to create sales during last three | Jerstein, chairman of the Columbia 
months of ’48 due to forming a new | board, will make a statement on 
oo setup, limiting themselves | “the current situation in the re- 
° c.0.d. in most cases. cording industry.” Although Co- 
In the proposed plan, James H.|lumbia is aware of the statement 
= Co. will take over all sales, by Capitol citing its joining RCA- 
le Double Feature Records will | Victor in the marketing of 45 rpm 


Pay the difference between press- records in opposition to Columbia's | 


at Cost of th disk and gross sales 3314 Microgroove (see separate 
ae of 30 or 32c per disk. This | story), CRC asserts that there’s no 
net - DF, after excise taxes, 12c deliberate timing, that it’s all co- 
doducie = talent and royalties incidental. 
0 ed, approximately 2c profit.' Columbia also flatly refused yes- 
Martin eure is guaranteed by terday (Tuesday) to comment on 
1, With DF figuring on 200- the subject to be discussed by 
Sks to be sold per month, Wallerstein. 


grabbed just before the American | 


| Realty Tax Would 


Aid St. L. Music Funds. 
; St. Louis, Feb. 8. | 
| A plan to authorize the city to 
‘take a slice of le on each $100 
| Valuation of real estate, for sup- 


port of the St. Louis symph orch 


pr 
,tainments, such as free park con- | 
|certs, etc., is being readied by the 


and other municipal musical enter- | 


city for introduction in the State 


' Legislature. 

| On the basis of the pre. ent val- 
uation of $1.110,000,000 for all real 
estate in this burg, it is estimated 
that a tax would yield $111,000 an- 


nually. If the enabling act is giv- 
en the green light by the state 


solons the imposition of the tax 
would have to be approved by the 
voters. The tax would be similar 
to that imposed for support of the 
Zoo, Art Museum and _ “Public 
Library. 

Each year the symph operates at 
la deficit, and a campaign drive for 
$150,000 has thus far been only 
50% successful. Increasing_ costs 
and declining income are the rea- 
sons advanced for the latest finan- 
cial move. An exec of the symph 
orch said the orch needs $300,000 
per season, and if the maintenance 
drive fails the season may be short- 
ened to keep within funds. 


RPM CONFUSION 
SEEN DENTING 
DECCA STOCK 


Decca Records, whose business 
'curve the past 10 to 12 weeks is 
claimed to be higher than at any 
;time in the previous years of its | 
existence, got caught last week in 
the confusion created by the immi- 
nent debut of RCA-Victor’s 45 rpm 
disks in opposition 
|Record’s 33143 rpm Microgroove 
platters. As a result, Decca’s stock 





took a nosedive in Wall Street, to | 


a new low of $6.25 per share at one 
point, whereas it had been up to 
$11.50 a few weeks ago. It closed 
Tuesday (8) at $7 per. 

Sharp drop is directly attributed 
to the RCA-Columbia argument 
plus the general reduction in 
record-buying. Confusion attendant 
upon the rpm battle, in relation 
to the standard 78 rpm speed disks, 


has made disk-dealers and the) 


record public sit back and await 
developments instead of buying, 
‘further deepening the sales slump. 
This news filtered through to Wall 
Street, and the Decca price drop 
followed. 

Ironically enough, while the gen- 
eral disk business is off, Decca has 
more big sellers going for it than 
at any time in its history. There 


/ceive protests from 


to Columbia | 


versa. 
} 


are nine or 10 hit disks bunched | 


currently, led by Evelyn Knight’s 
“Little Bird Told Me” and Bing 
Crosby’s “Far Away Places.” But 
Decca’s stock is the only one that 
tould have felt reaction due to the 
reports. Both Columbia and Victor 
are bolstered, overall, by being 
part of the CBS and NBC picture. 
Capitol’s stock is sold over the 
counter. 





Capitol Goes for RCA’s 45 RPM 
In Battle vs. Col.’s Microgroove 





Flop on Bop 

Major recording men accus- 
tomed to waxing commercial 
bands and singers are having 
a tough time now that some 
of them have gone in deeply 
for bop music and vocalists. 
Since the bop cult has its own 


slang lingo, the musical di- 
rectors that must work with 
them literally need an inter- 
preter to Know what's going 
on. 

One waxer in such a spin is 
Walter Rivers, Capitol Rec- 
ord’s New York studio head. 


He’s been cutting nothing but 
bop recently. 


en Ca 
Cn Tele-Funken 
Via Nazi Artists 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Capitol Records had a problem 
last week as a result of a report 
it was culling the longhair masters 
received from Germany’s_ Tele- 
Funken, weeding out disks by pro- 
Nazi artists. Immediately after the 
story circulated, Cap began to re- 
music critics 
on magazines, newspapers, etc., 
most of whom asserted Capitol 
should judge the U. S. value of the 
Tele-Funken material solely on the 
basis of musical content, not on a 
political basis. 

On the other hand, it also re- 
ceived comment from _ interested 
parties who felt that Capitol would 
be doing the correct thing in elimi- 
nating from U. S. circulation re- 
cordings cut by anyone in sym- 
pathy with the Nazi regime. 

The first U. S. release of Tele- 
Funken material contains disks by 
Willem Mengelberg and Wilhelm 
Furtwaengler, conductors of symph 
orchestras Both allegedly had 
Nazi tie-ins. Disks will be released 
March 7 and it indicates that the 
company intends to release Ger- 
'man material strictly on the basis 
of its worth and not with regard 
to an artist’s political beliefs. 

Tele-Funken masters are the re- 
sult of a reciprocal agreement 
made last summer, under which | 
the German firm will release Cap 
material in Germany and_ vice 








4 CROSBY PIC TUNES 
GET BIG MORRIS PUSH 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris firms 
are making an unique approach to 
the promotion of tunes from the | 
score of Bing Crosby’s (Par) “Con- | 
necticut Yankee,” due for release | 
in April. The four tunes to be | 
pushed are a ballad, a waltz, a} 
rhythm novelty and a marching | 
tune, all of which present unusual 
possibilities for trying to achieve | 
performances in “package” form | 


Morris will try to sell this angle 


MCA Band Meet Plans “because of the varied pacing. 


Stronger Sales Effort, 
Buildup of Southwest 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Conclusion of Music Corp. of 
America’s annual band meeting 
Monday (7) found agency planning | 
expansion in band activities. Heavy | 
promotion campaigns, territorial 
expansion with emphasis on the 
southwest, plus development of 
video activity for name outfits were 
prime points of discussion. 

MCA also will expand its band 
roster in an effort to develop new 
names. Agency isn’t anticipating 
price cuts ,despite moans of ball- 
room operators about high admis- 
sions. 

Plans for hypoed southwest ac- 
tivity call for expansion of Dallas 
office and MCA execs anticipate 
Texas to be golden bonanza for 
bands, since construction of ball- 
rooms and clubs is proceeding at 
full-speed. 

Lew Wasserman, prexy of corp., 
Jules Stein, chairman of the board 
and 15 band division men attend- 
ed three-day meet, which began 
| Friday (4) morning. 


| with the opportunities better in the 


on both live and disk jockey shows, ' 


latter field, however, because four 
disks make up a 15-minute pro- 
gram. All songs will be plugged at 


| once, incidentally. Morris is acti- 


vating the Mayfair catalog to han- | 
dle two of them and will acquire 
a staff in New York, Chicago and 
Hollywood for .he purpose. May- 
fair has been inactive for some 
time. Melrose firm, under Jack 
Lee, will handle the other two. 

Tunes, all by Jimmy Van Heusen 
and Johnny Burke, are “Once and 
for All” (ballad); “Busy Doing 
Nothing” (march); “If You Stub 
Your Toe on the Moon” (rhythm 
novelty similar to “Swinging on a 
Star”) and “When Is Love Time” 
(waltz). 


GLASER EYES HOUSTON 


Joe Glaser, president of Associ- 
ated Booking Corp., left New York 
yesterday (Tuesday) for Houston. 
It’s possible that Glaser will set 
up an ABC office in that city to 
supplement his N. Y., Chicago and 
Hollywood branches. 

In recent months work oppor- 
tunities have been expanded con- 





,Siderably in the southwest. i 


* Capitol Records has thrown in 
;its lot with RCA-Victor and the 


latter’s 45 rpm recordings. Coast 
manufacturer has announced that 
its initial 45 releases would be 
marketed in April, probably coin- 
cidental with the release of the 
first RCA platters manufactured at 
that speed» Move confirms a 
VARIETY story of a month ago that 
Capitol would go along with Victor 
against Columbia Records’ 33 1/3 
rpm Microgroove disks. Columbia 
already has Mercury on its side. 

In citing its siding with Victor 
in the rpm battle, Capitol hastened 
to assure record-buyers of its con- 
tinuence in the standard 78 rpm 
business It was stated by the 
company’s executives that the 45 
step was taken because it is felt it 
is important to progress. But that 
Cap would continue to concentrate 
mostly on 78. 

At the time Cap brings out its 
45’s, it will also market’ the 
changer developer’ by RCA to re- 
produce the ney seven-inch plat- 
ters. The changers handled by 
Capitol will carry the latter's trade- 
mark. RCA is manufacturing both 
the changers and disks for Capitol, 
since the latter’s Scranton, Pa., 
plant is not equipped to produce 
them. Cap’s new Tele-Funken 
classical material will not be put 
out on 45 at the moment, at least 
not it’s first release *(see separate 
story). It will be later, however. 

Cap’s move ends the effort of 
Columbia to induce the Coast indie 
to forego participation in record 
progress with Victor and join the 
Microgroove side. Frank White, 
Columbia prez, and William S§S, 
Paley, CBS board chairman, jour- 
neyed to Hollywood two weeks ago 
to talk it over with Cap executives. 

Cap’s move has other ramifica- 
tions. It leaves Decca and M-G-M 
as the only companies not com- 
mitted to either side. In the event 
that the public does not show a 
marked preference for the 33 1/3 
rpm disks, which Columbia began 
issuing last summer and _ which 
have a head start on Victor’s de- 
vclopment, Columbia, it’s figured, 
must induce Decca to come into 
the fight on its side. With Capitol 
in the Victor camp, Columbia 
couldn’t afford to miss with Decca 
or it figures to get fractured in the 
melee. Unless, as pointed out, the 
public decides Columbia’s product 
is superior. 

So far, Decca’s prez, Jack Kapp, 
has shown no inclination either 
way. He has listened to and been 
shown the product of both sides. 
But he continues to state Decca 
will watch and wait and, mean- 


| while, concentrate more than ever 
/on the standard 78 rpm disks. 


There are between 14,000,000 and 
15,000,000 78 sets in use currently, 
most of them new, having been 
built since the end of the war, and 
they’re not going to be easily dis- 
carded. 


Levy, Decca in 
Publishing Deal 


Lou Levy and Decca Records are 
negotiating an arrangement under 
which Levy would set up a music 





| publishing firm in partnership with 
'the record manufacturer, 


similar 
to others in which the latter al- 
ready is involved. Levy, owner of 
Leeds, Duchess, Peter Maurice, 


| Blossom and other music firms, 


would establish a Pickwick Music, 
launching it with a new tune title, 


|“Pal-ing Around With You,” re- 


corded for Decca by Ted Lewis. 


Firm would be operated by Levy 
in association with Decca, much :in 
the way the disker is involved in 
Supreme Music, run by Bregman- 
Vocco-Conn, and Mood Music, op- 
erated by Shapiro-Bernstein in 
partnership with Decca and Colum- 
bia Pictures. Decca already has 
wholly owned music firms in 
Northern and Sun Music. These 


are not active firms, however, in 


the sense that they are repositories 
for tunes Decca picks up via its 
recording activities. Sun, formerly 
owned by Milton Weill, is a fairly 
extensive catalog, however. 





Three Suns to get “Trio of the 
Year” award from Song Hits mag 
on stage at Paramount today (9). 
Martin Block will make presenta- 
tion. 
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~ Inside Orchestras—Music 


either Columbia Records, Philco Radio & Television nor NBC can 
willing to give a clear explanation of the about-faces which have 
or is on Philco’s Television Playhouse, on NBC-TV. Video show 


| 
| 


Columbia Microgroove Long-Playing disk in addition to Philco | 


plugs the pecause Philco is the foremost manufacturer and devel- 
equip the 3344 rpm turntable required to play the LP disks. 
oper "the Philco show’s commercials spoke of the ‘“Microgroove’”’ rec- 
wee put failed to identify them as Columbia label disks. 
ey e records showed white labels. For one week recently, weeks ago, 
pe was clear identification of the disks. Then subsequent commer- 


cials put Columbia back into obscurity. Last week, with NBC’s affiliate 


For | 


All closeups | 


RCA, and Columbia beginning a battle over respective 3314 and 45 rpm | 


developments by each company, the Columbia identification was re- 


a4, be | 
wyone of the executives of any of the organizations involved will ex- | 


It’s claimed there never was any dispute. How- 


plain the situation. 


| 


ever, certain events that have occurred indicate that Philco threatened | 


fy move the Philco show to CBS-TV if the identification of Columbia 
Records was not allowed by NBC. That’s flatly denied. But there’s 
also little question that NBC would go to great lengths to keep Philco 
on its video channel. 





Columbia Records is deliberately following up its hit release of Les 
Brown's instrumental recording of “I’ve Got My Love To Keep Me 
Warm,” thus hoping to apply a pulmotor to the band business. At the 
time Brown’s recording started to hit in the disk sales stalls, band 
pusiness execs saw in the purely instrumental disk the possibility of 
reviving interest in bands from the musical angle. Columbia, aware of 
it, followed in recent weeks with disks by Harry James (“Love, Your 
Magic Spell Is Everywhere”-“Redigal Jump’) and another pairing by 
Brown of two standards done similarly to “I’ve Got My Love,” all part 
of planned campaign. It’s perhaps the only company attempting to pull 
the band business upward. One reason, of course, is that Columbia 
has more bands on its roster than rival companies. 





With Feb. 1 marking the 90th anniversary of the birth of Victor 
Herbert, the Library of Congress in Washington has opened a month- 
jong exhibition of autograph manuscripts and memorabilia of the noted 
composer, conductor and a founder of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. Display includes nearly all of his 45 
operettas, a representation of his two grand operas, a number of auto- 
graphs of independent works in both large and small forms as well as a 
profusion of letters and documents. Although the Library’s Herbertiana 
collection has been steadily growing, its real foundation began in 1935 


| 


when the composer’s daughter, Mrs. Ella Herbert Bartlett, gave the | 


Library an anthology of her father’s original manuscripts. Current 
exhibit, incidentally, also commemorates the 25th anniversary of the 
songsmith’s death. 





Both Victor and Mercury Records have in the past few weeks sought 
to drape a commercial tinge on bop music. Each has talked loudly 
about the ‘danceable bop” captured on the recordings done by Charlie 
Ventura (Victor) and sides done by Machito (Mercury) with Joe Phillips 
and Charlie Parker, tenor and alto sax bop stars, respectively. Ventura’s 
bop is classed not as pure, in other words more commercial, than many 
other rival combos of the same style. Machito’s music is labelled 
“danceable” by Mercury’s Mitch Miller and John Hammond because 
he employs a Latin beat. 





BMI Canada, Ltd., an affiliate of Broadcast Music, Inc., last week 
inked an agreement with Dr. Healey Willan, Canadian composer, to 
handle his “Willan Piano Concerto in C Minor.” Concerto is said to 
be the first major onchestral work by a Canadian to be taken by an 
internationally affiliated publisher. Willan previously assigned BMI 
of Canada performing rights to more than 300 of his compositions. 
Founded in 1947 by the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. and the Canadian 
Assn. of Broadcasters, the music organization to date has published 
pops and serious works of more than 50 composers. 


Decca Considers 


| Bing Crosby has commissioned 
| writers Jimmy Van Heusen and 
| Johnny Burke to turn out a hymn 
| for Gonzaga U., his alma mater. 


-- 


| signing 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 
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Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Jan. 27) 
London, Jan. 28. 
Buttons and Bows ... Victoria 
Slow Boat to China....Morris 
When You're in Love ..Wood 
My Happiness ..... Chappell 
Heart of Loch Lomond. .Unit 
Cuckoo Waltz....Keith-Prowse 


Guanto Le Gusta....Southern 
Dream of Olwen..... Wright 
Maharajah ......... Chappell 
Maybe You'll There. Victoria 
So Tired ......-Connelly 
Anything I Dream Reid 


Second 12 


But It Happens Maurice 
of ae Feldman 
Pisce: Connelly 
Sabre Dance . Leeds 
Little Bird Told Me Gay 
Ballin’ the Jack F. D. & H. 
Live in Loveland . Sun 
Ranibling Rose Dash 


Fellow With Umbrella Berlin 
Faraway Places Leeds 
Belong Someone Else Connelly 
Betty Blue Feldman 


Just a Few Still 
Outside Fold Of 
AFM Disk Pacts 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians claims to have’ almost 
reached the saturation point in 
recording and _ transcrip- 
tion manufacturers to the new five- 
year recording contracts following 
the 11-month diskimg ban. Up until 
Monday ({(7), the AFM had be- 
tween 170 and 180 signatures. It’s 
not definitely known exactly how 
many manufacturers there are in 
both categories, but it’s figured 
there aren’t more than 30 still out- 
side the fold. Of that 170-180, in- 
cidentally, some are duplications 
by firms active in both fields. 

Samuel Rosenbaum, named 
trustee of the money secured on a 
royalty per-record-sold basis from 
recorders, has been issuing the 
pacts. The AFM has nothing to do 
with them. It's Rosenbaum’s duty 
to check into the financial situa- 
tion of each company that applies 
for a license, determining whether 
each owes the AFM any coin from 
the previous royalty contract, etc. 
Rosenbaum is also responsible for 
the collection of the royalty coin 
and its disbursement. 








Takeover of Sig ..AARIETY...( Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





. 
mont peemnie accounted in one 


oor 
Decea Records has been ap- ; 
sel Knight...........Decca 
proached on the idea of purchas- 1, LITTLE BIRD TOLD ME (12) (Bourne).........-lesccseesas Dore um  Kmignt 
ing Signat R a at Bias | Paula Watson..........Supreme 
€ Signature Records, indie firm | { Perry Como........-.... Victor 
established several years ago by a FAR AWAY PLACES (8) (Laurel) “es @e ee eww eee eeeeeeeeaeeeeeee ) Bi ng Crosby re res Tee: Decca 
Bob Thiele. It had been rumored | \ Patti Andrews-B. Crosby. .Decca 
last week that Decea was in the | a. PUSSY CAT SONG (3) (Leeds) ‘see @eoeeeeerereseeeeweee ee eaeeeees Perry Como re eres Victor 
threes of completing arrangements |} 4, my DARLING, MY DARLING (11) (Morris)..;..........08. 4 stasord MacRae. ......_ Capitol 
to buy the controlling stock in the | ; igen cooeee CO ee saad 
smaller company and possibly ab-| $ 5 GALWAY BAY (5) (Leeds)........ Jtrbjihh Galessaeteseds Te eee 
waa i but Jack Kapp, Decca prez, — ne inna —— 
slates that the idea was broached 7 , IN J \ Evelyn Knight. ....6.. ece 
: him an: he’s only listening at 6. POW DER FACE WwW ITH SU NSHINE (2) (Lombardo). see eeeeer ) Primo Scala Poet BEA London 
€ moment. . 4 . : { Dinah Shore..........Columbia 
Signature has made reasonable 7. LAVENDER BLUE (1) (Santly-Joy)... 120900000" 1 Cammy Kaye. ...cooes Victor 
Strides in the past few years, but, 8. I’VE GOT MY LOVE TO KEEP ME WARM (6) (Berlin)....... Les Brown....... ++. Columbia 
like many other small companies, (May Ryser Columbia 
has been in financial difficulties. 9. SLOW BOAT TO CHINA (15) (Melrose). .......60.05- ecccees ) Benne Goodmen.. rte Capitol 
oo we gr rg Ae sl llrgary { Di x Shore ei Columbia 
pler II of the Chandler Act, 7 7 , " ; s ’ b Bais are sheets 
but came out of it smoothly enough | 56. BUTTONS AND BOWS (17) Chameda).. 6c cccccacevccersercs } Evelyn Knight Decca 
to remain in business. ° 1 
— | Coming Up 
ERNIE BYFIELD BULLISH CRUISING DOWN THE RIVER (Spitzer) ........ 5, Can i Blue Barron accep cee 
o ; oe (Vaughn Monroe ....cee.. Victor i 
ON HIS NEW CHI POLICY ¢ 8? Roses For BLUE Laby cuits)... pknsevenpaedens« Bee tpaniees ne” ant 
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| Bing Crosby “So In Love’’-““Why 
Can't You Behave” (Decca). The 
foremost pops from Cole Porter's 
“Kiss Me Kate” score. At the mo- 
ment, “Love” is stepping fastest, 
and Crosby does it up brown. With 
bright musical assist from Vic 
Schoen’s beguine background, the 
Bingo forms one of the best sides 
he’s made in recent weeks. It'll 
be big with jukes and jocks. “Be- 
| have” is done with a rhythm twist. 
| It, too, is good, but it doesn’t equal 





|the companion. A male chorus, 
presumably the band, helps push 
lit along. 

| Tony Martin “No Orchids For 


|My Lady’’-“We're Not Getting Any 
| Younger, Baby” (Victor). “Or- 
| chids”’ has a great chance to flower 
into a full-blown hit. A fine mel- 
ody and lyric, it is getting disk 
|attention from top names. This 
|version by Martin, Earle Hagen’s 
orchestra and the Jud Conlon 
| Singers is smartly turned, in bal- 
|lad tempo, and it has the makings 
}to go far. On the flipover, Martin 
tackles a rhythm song that also 
|sounds good for jock attention. 
|Martin works at ballard speed, 
| fore and aft, and the Conlon Sing- 
|}ers double-time the middle. It’s 
i nice. 

| Jack Smith “Cruising Down the 
River” - “Coca Roca” (Capitol). 
Choice of Smith to do “Cruising” 
for Cap is a natural, and he tickles 
the full possibilities out of the 
swinging waltz, using an organ, the 
Clark Sisters and excellent back- 
grounding by Frank DeVol. Of 
necessity, all arrangements of this 
hit sound pretty much alike mu- 
sically. But this is the best so far 
that emphasizes the vocal. It'll go 
heavily with jocks and _ jukes. 
“Coca,” a samba, is unusual, there- 
fore good jock fare. It’s inclined 
to get monotonous, however, de- 
spite the bright musical coloring 
by flutes, ete. 

Anne Vincent - John Laurenz 
“Pussy-Cat Song’-“Powder Your 
Face With Sunshine” (Mercury). 
Both sides are a bit late since the 
tunes involved are far on their 
way. These are nicely tailored, 
but not superior to anything al- 
ready available; they add, how- 
ever, to the number of versions of 
each available and 
jock and juke use. “Pussy” is 
conventional; on “Powder” Lau- 
renz sounds much better than he 
has recently. It’s at a bright ban- 
jo-beat and may indicate that his 
is more the Jack Smith groove 
than the ballads he’s been doing. 
Miss Vincent is okay. Mitch Mil- 
ler’s background is good. 

Ted Lewis “Pa-ing Around 
With You”-“The Little Old Church 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


| By Bernie Woods 
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1 In the Valley” (Decea). Decea in- 
tends heavy promotion on the 
“Pal-ing” side. It’s a good corn 
tune that unquestionably grows 
with repeat spins, and it could 
break big with jock pushing. Cut 
at bright tempo, with the Novelty 
Aces and Lewis vocalling, the side 
is very attractive. Lewis makes 
with a momentary spoken break, 
a la the Ink Spots. On the reverse 
it’s all Lewis. 

Claude Thornhill “My Dream Is 
Yours’-“Wind In My Sails” (Vie- 
tor). Thornhill’s initial sides for 
Victor, and he doesn’t seem to 
have gotten the best of tunes. 
“Dream” is by Ralph Blane and 
Harry Warren, from the film of 
that title. It’s done in typical 
Thornhill ballad style, spot-light- 
ing his piano and a fair vocal by 
Art Brown. There’s always possi- 


bilities in a film tune, however. 
Vocal approach, by the Snowflakes, 
is better. 

Mary Ann McCall “I Hadn't 
Anyone Till You’-“You’re Mine 
You” (Discovery). Working with 
the excellent assistance of Phil 
Moore’s orch, Miss McCall, last 
with Woody Herman's jazz-bop 


crew, turned out an excellent ver- 
sion of the standard “Hadn't Any- 
one.” Moore’s small group gives 
Miss McCall some lush help in a 
rhythm groove and, overall, it’s as 
much his disk as hers. It’s worth 
jock attention. “You're Mine” is 
also nicely done, but it hasn't the 
same melodic content. 

Ink Spots “Bewildered” - “‘No Or- 
chids for My Lady” (Decca). For 
Spots fans, both these sides hit the 
spot. “Bewildered” is on a rising 
sales curve and unquestionably 
will get heavy jock and juke use- 
age. Billy Kenny trills the vocal 
in his usual style. The same course 
is likely for “Orchids,” a new tune, 
which draws an arrangement iden- 
tical with the things that have 
been most successful for the group 
—the guitar opening, Kenny vocal, 
spoken fiddle, ete. It’s a fine re- 
cording, one that could easily take 
the play away from “Bewildered.” 

Dick Baker “Roll the Patrol’- 
“Sunflower” (Mercury). Whether 
“Patrol” is headed for hitdom is 
anybody's guess. But it’s no guess 
to say that it’s howling good stuff 
for jocks who look for ‘material’ 
to break the monotony. It’s best 
explained by the line, “Roll the 
Patrol closer to the curb, my 
grandmother can't step that high.” 
Baker does it at a bright tempo. 

(Continued on page 46) 


CRC Up 45% 
In 48 4th Qtr. 





Columbia Records Corp. issued 

royalty statement to publishers 

| for the fourth quarter of 1948, 
|; which was approximately 45% 
| higher than the company’s remit- 
_tance for the third quarter. Boost, 
|of course, was more or less ex- 
| pected because of the usual in- 
crease in sales during the Xmas 
holiday period, plus which Colum- 
bia’s hits, “Buttons and Bows” 
‘Dinah Shore), “Slow Boat to 
China” ‘Kay Kyser) and Les 
Brown's “I’ve Got My Love to 
‘Keep Me Warm” were riding high. 
But an increase of such propor- 
tions was not anticipated. 

Other pub statements, from Cap- 
itol, Decca, Mercury, M-G-M, have 
not as yet been filed for the fourth 
quarter. They're due any day. 
Victor's statement was issued, for 
the quarter ending Dec. 1, a while 
back. It, too, was up. 


MCA ASKS 26, 607 
FOR JAMES ONE-NITERS 


Harry James apparently intends 
making a trip east with his band 
this Spring. Music Corp. of America 
is offering the band in the north- 
eastern territory, booking out of 
New York. It’s reported that $2.000 
a night is being asked for him 
against the usual 60°%. 

Run would cover the Easter 
period. James has been offered te 
the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, for 
Easter Sunday. These dates will 
follow eight consecutive weekends 
now being played by the band at 
Tommy Dorsey’s Casino Gardens, 
‘Santa Monica Cal., and after the 
one-nighters are completed eight 
more weeks at the Casino would be 
played. 
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Wednesday, February 9, 1949 





Plan For 


Unemployment 
Insurance Snag 


Paul Mayer, director of the New 
York State Unemployment Insur- 
ance department, has initiated a 
plan which may erase the tax dif- 
ficulties of bandleaders using N.Y. — 
as a home base. Mayer, as a result | 
of a meeting with Phil Braunstein 
and Herbert Chernin, N.Y. account- 
ants, last Friday (4), is determin- 
ing the legality of a plan designed 
to transfer credit for unemploy- 
ment funds paid to N.Y. state by 
employers to the accounts of meas- 
tros who must thereafter pay the 
same sums to the federal tax men. 


N. Y. state bureau set up the 
current confusion. Last year it 
decreed that bandleaders using 
N.Y. as home grounds cannot pay 
unemployment insurance for their 
musicians, even though the U. S. 
Supreme Court had _ previously 
ruled they were the employers of 
their men. State opined it would 
stick with the State Court of Ap-— 
peals decision, which ruled that 
the buyers of the bands were the 
employers of the musicians and the 
buyers must pay the tax. This led 
to a situation now existing in which 
buyers within N.Y. state pay 2.7% 
of a band’s payroll to the state, 
and the leader pays a full 3% of 
the payroll to the Government— 
for the same job. 

Mayer’s plan is this: it will be up 
to the bandleader, each time he 
works a N.Y. hotel, theatre, etc., 
to secure written permission from 
the buyer of the band to file dupli- 
cate unemployment tax credits 
paid by him to the state. These 
duplicates would be filed against 
the bandleader’s account in Wash- 
ington. In this way, at the end of 
the year when the maestro pays 
unemployment insurance to the 
Government, as per the Supreme 
Court ruling, he will pay only 3%, 
or the difference between the 2.7% 
paid by the N.Y. employer to the 

state and the 3% demanded by the 
Government. 








Threat of Frozen Coin 
Spurs Buy of Swedish 
Tunes by Yank Pubs 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
To forestall the threat of frozen 


coin in Sweden, U. S. music pub- 


lishers are bending a willing ear. 


to the pitch being made by Stock- 
holm pub Lennart Reuterskiold, 


here trying to sell Swedish music. | 
Film coin already has been iced | 


in Sweden, and Reuterskiold re- 
ports that music remittances may 
be similarly chilled unless Svenska 
tunes start earning commensurate 
royalties here. 


Reuterskiold, who acts as Swed- | 
ish agent for Robbins-Feist-Miller, | 


Bourne, Oxford, Santly-Joy and 


several smaller pubberies, is flatly | 
telling his connections here that. 


the only way to keep the door open 
to dollar-payments 
royalties is to release Swedish ma- 
terial here. Among those who 
have already heeded his warning 
are Robbins-Feist-Miller, Lou Levy 
and J. J. Robbins Music. R-F-M 
grabbed two, which have been re- 
titled “Santiago” and “It’s the 
Small Things That Matter’ for 
U. S. release. Levy bought the 
highly touted “Swedish Rhapsody” 
and Robbims grabbed “Legend.” 


Ellington Celebrates Cal, 
Gold Rush Personally 


= Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

To Duke Ellington the 100th 
anni of the discovery of gold in 
California has a great significance 
-—he'’s finding gold on the Coast, 
too. Current western tour is pos- 
sibly his best to date. 

Now at the Hollywood-Empire 
for three weeks, Ellington is get- 
ting $3,250 per frame, plus a cut 
of door admishes and a percentage 
of bar biz. Before opening, he 
netted a tidy estimated $15,800 
from five one-nighters. On Feb. 22 
he goes into the Miliion Dollar, 
theatre for one week at 50% of. 
the gross and then has one $1,250 | 
concert’ slated for the A-Bomb 
workers at Los Alamos, N. M.,!: 
before returning east. 
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Survey of retail disk best a _|8 213 
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1 1 “A Little Bird Told Me”........ 4. t.. SS 2 1 1 2 4 96 
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2 3 “I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me”’.. 5 9 1 2 8 1 6 10 5 46 
EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) 
3 4 “Powder Face With Sunshine”. oo oe 7S eS ms 45 
DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
44 2 £=“Buttons and Bows” Dt ee 7 4 9 3 2° 3 5 44 | 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
4B 10 “Cruising Down the River”...... =» Bea. 3 2 = 44a 
MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) 
5 5 “Far Away Places”............-- 6..:¢ 6 5 a> % & 5 39 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) 
tr eee 8 7 #1 3 1 35 
rc. BING CROSBY (Decca) 
7 8 “Far Away Places”........ 4 3 1 25 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
8 7. WEA AG on og css ois Gee ate Sm ee 9 7 &.s 3 10 24 
is SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
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10 Ry “The Pussy-Cat pe ki 7 7 2 49 19 
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VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) . 
11B 11 “Red Roses for a Blue Bae” .... @ we os 8 7  % 18 
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12 6 “On a Slow Boat to China”...... 10 ’ 9 5 3 17 
TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) 
13A 13 “Down By the Station”......... 4 7 8 9 16 
DINAH SHORE (Columbia) as 
13B “Lavender Blue”. Fe tts od ane Os 3 3 F 
MILLS BROTHERS (Decca) ‘ 4 
144A 12 “Gloria” sete e ces eecseeeess . 
MILLS BROTHERS (Decca) . . 
14B 14 “I’ve Got My Love > to Keep Me”. ‘ 
BROTHER BONES (Tempo) 
14C 15 “Sweet Georgia Brown”. .e....... ++. «:- ST eT 5 ‘ ‘ 9 
KAY STARR (Capitol) : 
Te! a. °° ei re ea 5 8 
DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
14E “Far Away Places”............. 2 ‘ 9 
INK SPOTS ‘Decca) 
15 ‘a “You Were Only Fooling”. rn A ee Pe rae «aa 6 8 
RAW NOBLE (Victor) a 
16A 13 “Lady of Spain” STEM CTE: OO 4 - 
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SPA Studies 


Legal Angles 
On Breakage 


John Schulman, attorney for the 


Songwriters Protective Assn. jg 


|| considering the legal angles of 





/any SPA moves in relation to the 
quest by RCA-Victor for an 8140; 
,deduction from publishers’ royalty 
' checks, to cover “breakage.” Schul- 
man, of course, was present at 
the SPA meeting called for Fri. 
day (4) afternoon to discuss the 
situation, since it involves writers’ 
;money as well as publishers. And 
he’s in no hurry to place the Spa 
|in a bad legal position by Zoing 
|after publishers who may consent 
‘to the 812% cut. 

_ SPA-ites have taken the stance 
that a publisher who grants Victor 
|the deductions is actually giving 
away coin that belongs to Song: 
| writers, since half of all mechani- 
;cal income accruing to pubs be. 
‘longs to writers. But, on the other 
hand, the basic contract between 
writers and publishers, written by 
| the two parties, states that a writer 
‘is to get one-half the income, 
There’s no mention of nor pro- 
vision for anything but half the 
coin that comes in. That poses 
another problem, too, since if the 
publisher did agree to Victor’s cut, 
there’s nothing in the SPA pact to 
disagree with it. Writers would 
still get half of what comes in. 








Mooney Signs 5-Year 
Pact With M-G-M, Ending 


Tussle Over Coin, Ban 


Art Mooney resolved his con- 
itract arguments with M-G-M Rec- 
'ords last week by signing a new 
three-year pact effective immedi- 
ately. M-GM guarantees Mooney 
an undisclosed sum _ yearly vs, 
'5° of the retail price royalty. 
Few bands currently are awarded 
cash guarantees. He insisted on 
such a deal. 

Mooney’s disagreement with 
M-G-M began a few weeks back, 
when negotiations were opened on 
|a new pact. His old one expired 
in April. M-G-M took the stance 
‘that the 1l-month recording ban 
should be tacked onto Mooney’s 
|expiring pact, making it end in 
/1950. Mooney wouldn’t go for this 
,angle, however, and an_ opinion 
| was asked of the American Federa- 
,tion of Musicians. AFM stated 
|that unless a definite agreement 
-had been made to extend a con- 
tract for the period covered by the 
ban, no such claim could be made. 
| Mooney’s original pact with 
M-G-M was for two years. Ths 
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on Swedish It’s backed by a good shot at “Sun- 
| flower,” done plainly and with a 
This disk has a lot of |mick), And they’re not bad. Jocks 


good beat. 
opposition, however. 

Russ Morgan “Cruising Down 
‘the River” — “Sunflower” (Decca). 
| Morgan figures to take some of the 
| edge off Blue Barron’s hit disking 
‘of “Cruising.” His is an excellent 
‘rendition of the tune in the same 
‘style that Barron used — choral 
'work by the full band against a 


background of accordion, organ, | 
etc. It’s the equal of Barron’s disk | 


for jock and jtike spinning. Morgan 


‘turns up a fally-baked performance 


reverse, 
It’s also 


of “Sunflower” on the 
doing the vocal himself. 
in the groove. 

Frank Sinatra ‘‘While the An- 
gelus Was Ringing’—‘‘Comme Ci 
Comme Ca” (Columbia). Sinatra 
does a better job on “Angelus” 
than he has on recent recordings. 
With large, lush: accompaniment 
under Axel Stordahl the Voice 
wades through the tune nicely ex- 
cepting for a couple diction lapses, 
and forms jock and juke wax. He’s 
on the reverse, however, 
with a melody based on a Spanish 
expression. It’s good, performed 
as though the singer had gotten 
familiar with it first. Jocks will 
find it good programming. 

Masked Spooner “That Old Black 


: Magic”—“I’'ve Got You Under My 


Skin” (Victor), First sides by 


| Victor from the guy who speaks- 


Jocks and Jukes 


————aeas Continued from page 45 








,croons lyrics from under a mask 
/(hence the Masked Spooner gim- 


‘ean have a lot of fun with them, 
‘though it’s not meant that they're 
‘comical. They’re unique. The de- 
livery and backgrounding is also 
‘eerie, Coupled with his voice you 
| half expect a creaking door. But 
they have possibilities. Anything 
‘could happen, 


Album Review 
“Kiss Me, Kate” (Columbia; six 
12-inch recordings). Columbia did 
‘a great job of ‘gétting the entire 


score of Cole Porter's “Kate” ef-| 


forts down on wax with the origi- 
nal cast. Cut under the direction 
of Mitchell Ayres, working from 
the arrangements and orchestra- 
tions by Pembroke Davenport and 
Robert Russell Bennett, the album 
will -be ‘a standout: sales item. It’s 
painstakingly done, recorded, natu- 
rally, in the same sequence that 
the tunes are done in the show. 
Atfred ‘Drake, Patricia Morison, 


Lisa. Kirk, Hareld Lang; Annabelle ; 


Hill and chorus all contribute ex- 
cellent vocaling: Some: ef: the 
disks carry prior portions of the 
dialog leading into 


who have not seen the musical to 
appreciate ‘the’ thought 
/music and lyric. All in all, Colum- 
bia got remarkable results from a 
‘monumental job of recording. 


the tunes, 
thereby making it easy for buyers | 


behind ' 


| Platter Pointers 


| Gene Autry could have some- 
_ thing comparable to “Star Spangled 
|Banner Waving Somewhere,” by 
_Elton Britt (Victor), in. his “The 
| Bible on the Table’ (Columbia) 


... Guy Lombardo cut fine record- 
ings of “Love Life” and “Kiss Me 
Kate” tunes in his “Here I’ll Stay” 
and “So in Love” (Decca) ; 
'“‘Mene, Mene, Mene” by the Gol- 
den Gate Quartet (Mercury) is 
good jock material, one of the best 
things they’ve done in years... 
Same applies to Jose Morand’s 
samba, “Brazilian Rhapsody” (Vic- 
| tor) . .. Paul Weston and Capitol 
/marketed an unusually good in- 
|strumental novelty in “The Hot 
Canary” ... Irish followers will 
get a kick out of Clark Dennis’ 
'“Molly O’Reilly” (Capitol) ... “Un- 
derneath the Linden Tree,” as 
‘done by Ray Noble (Columbia), has 
good possibilities ... Peggy Lee 
did an unusual (for her) sort of a 
recording (Capitol) in “Blum 


Blum,” which Cap expects will be | 


a big thing. 

Standout hillbilly, western, race, 
jazz: “There’s Not Anothef Thing” 
and “Don’t Rob Another Man’s 
Castle,” Eddy Arnold (Victor) ... 
“Domino,” Cliffie Stone (Capitol) 
... “Candy Kisses,” George Mor- 
gan (Columbia). . .“‘Teneha, Timp- 
son, Bobo and Blair,” Tex Ritter 
(Capitol). 





Jerry Strong, WINX, Washing- 
ton, D. C., jockey, seeking a theme 
/song in a songwriters contest; 


' winner gets silver cup, a recordi 
| by Gene Williams orchestra, a 
royalties, if any. 


first-year of it he collected $82,000 
in royalties on the basis of “Four- 
Leaf Clover,” et ‘al. Second-year 
is not completed, but for the first- 
half he drew approximately $28.- 
000. And he currently has two 
likely looking hits back to back— 
“Beautiful Eyes” and “Doo De Doo 
on An Old Kazoo” for M-G-M. 





‘H’wood Bowl Bowled Over 
By Pop Song’s Ballyhoo 


‘ Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

The Hollywood Bow] manage 
ment is moving against exploita- 
tion which has characterized the 
release here on Blue Chip records 
| “Hollywood Bowl” disk. Bow! at- 
torney Irving Walker wrote Artie 
Schwartz, longtime music pub who 
recently started waxery, challeng- 
ing right to use the Bowl in bally- 
hooing platter. Bowl holds pub- 
licity does not uphold the “cultura 
standards” which the Bow! cham- 
pions. Lyrical content of tune, 
etched by singer Robert Clary in 
Paris, avers “11th row of the Hol- 
lywood Bowl” is a nice place for 
snooching. Apparent) Bowl brass 
bristled at idea. 

It’s also irked over a Schwartz- 
instigated contest on KMPC offer 








ing prize to those eon | naming 
the number of rows in the =. 
Seems Bowl phones buzz ¢ A 

wer isn 


stantly and when an ans\ oe 
given, contestants swarm into : ° 
shuttered spot to count pence 
Bowl feels tune’s title and vo 
tation should be changed. Schw en 
says he’s going ahead with the 
lease of disk as planned. 
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HOW MANY TEARS | 


Words and Music by ISHAM JONES 








BSE See nomenon gee mote. 


HOW MANY TEARS MUST FALL 


Words and Music by ISHAM JONES 


Chorus, Slowly 
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Copyright 1948 Robbins Music Corporotion, 799 Seventh Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
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48 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC VARIETY : : 1919 | 
EEEFSEEEEFEEEEFDOFFOOFESEEOOEEEEOOOOEPOFE>OSOSEOE SES | Goodwin. Fags Woolen, ar. T. | peendek mt’ more popular than' 
|B. Harms Co., cop. : . : | 
|__De Rainbow Road. w., Edward a broke out in vari- Upbeat 
SONG CAVALCADE Harrigan. m., David Braham. Wm. ; °US cities, | 
A. Pond & Co., cop. 1891. ‘ 1892 | - 
£44404 | Sometime We'li Understand. | ew . 
_ ‘(Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 ) ##***44* | Froinn w., Maxwell N. Cornelius,| After the Ball. w., m., Charles, b York 
: D D. m., James McGranahan. Cop. K. Harris. Chas. K. Harris, cop. cm 7~, ae orchestra cuts 
Compiled for ARIETY 1891 by James McGranahan. | 1892. \* ing of tunes for Langworth 


By JULIUS MATTFELD Take a Day Off, Mary Ann. 
(Copyright, Variety, Inc. All Rights Reserved) ere ae pet kk Co., cop. 
Legends and other basic background information, attendont to the compilation | 1 by oe 
and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song | ‘T'a-ra-ra-bom-der-e. w.. m., 
Cavalcade started publication serially. i is suggested that these installments be Henry J. Sayers. Willis Woodward 
clipped and filed for future reference. ae , '& Co., cop. 1891. 
Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyright and may not Whosoever Will May Come. 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. |Hymn. w., A. Montieth. m., Ira 
(Continued from Last Week) | David Sankey. The Biglow & Main 


189] ham. Wm. A. Pond & Co., cop. Co., cop. 1891. 

Actions Speak Louder Than 1891. ; aap en Matedaltts ale Gnebrenian te 
Words. w.. eciee Horncastle. m., The Last of the en ary a Ed- Tee aa tt Faring. 
Felix McGlennon. Frank Tousey, ward Harrigan. m., Davi raham. field. Mass. "invented the gaiie of 
cop. 1891. Wm. A. Pond & Co, cop. 1891. sone lg | 


Little Boy Blue. w., Eugene 


Tield Ethelbert Nevin, op. 12 The Datighters of the American 
ieid. Mm., & > T° ; ’ - de, 


Revolution organized. 


Armorer’s song (Robin Hood). w., 
Harry B. Smith. m., Reginald De- 


Koven. G. Schirmer, cop. 1891. no. 4. G. Schirmer. cop. 1891. One Zoe Gayton arrived in New 
Ask the Man in the Moon (Wang). Molly O! (Mavourneen). w., m.,| York, claiming to have walked all 
w.. J. Cheever Goodwin. m., Wool- William J. Scanlan. T. B. Harms|the way from San Francisco, or 
son Morse. T. B. Harms & Co., cop. & Co., cop. 1891 3,395 miles. , 
1891. Narcissus (No. 4 In: Water “La Tosca” was first seen in 
Brown October Ale (Robin Hood). Scenes, Op. 13). Piano solo. m.,| America when Sarah Bernhardt 


Ethelbert Nevin. Boston; G. Schir-| presented it at the Garden The- 
mer, Jr. (The Boston Music Co.),| atre, N. Y. 
cop. 1891. James Northrop invented the 


The Pardon Came Too Late. w.,| power (or “Draper’) cotton loom 


w.. Harry B. Smith. m., Reginald 
DeKoven. G. Schirmer, cop. 1891. 
Hats Off to Me. w., Edward 


ery ae David Braham. Wm. m., Paul Dresser. Willis Woodward | which, with subsequent improve- 
A. Pond & Co., cop. 1891. & Co., cop. 1891. : ments, has made it possible for 
Kiss and Let’s Make Up. w., m., The Picture That’s Turned one operator to run 30 looms, 


Charles K. Harris. Chas. K. Harris, 
cop. 1891. 

Knights of the Mystic Star. w., 
Edward Harrigan. m., David Bra- 


Toward the Wall. w., m., Charles! whereas formerly three operators 

Graham. M. Witmark & Sons, cop.| were required for a single loom. 

1891. | Short stories, especially those 
A Pretty Girl. w., J. Cheever’ dealing with American life, were 
























EDWARD B. MARKS 


RCA Building, Radio City, New York 20, N. Y. 


strictly up-to-date catalog and remarkably varied list of successes. Marks 
publications fall into many categories: Popular, Swing, Production, Folk, Con- 
tinental, Standard, Educational, Semi-Classical, Concert, Old-Time and Latin- 
American, the last headed by the works of Ernesto Lecuona, . - m 
exclusive Marks composer. The firm has published more than 
22,000 compositions, hundreds of them perennially evergreen, 
and it now boasts such new popular hits as: 


WIND IN MY SAILS 


Maria Grever's enchanting new fox trot, just released as Claude Thornhill's 
first Victor record and alse to be heard on a dozen other first-rate discs. 






EDWARD B. MARKS 
Founder 


EVERY DAY'S MY BIRTHDAY 


A brand new up and coming love song by a most promising new hit writer, Irvin Graham. 


MANHATTAN 


Rodgers and Hart's first hit, 
now powerfully revived in 
MGM's "Words and Music." 


BALLIN’ THE JACK 


Danny Kaye's incomparable Dec- 
ea record is sure to duplicate its 
English success. 


SAY ‘SI SI’ 


Lecuona’s sweil rumba — a tri- 
umph in 20th Century-Fox's 
“When My Baby Smiles at Me." 





A FEW MARKS ALL-TIME FAVORITES 


MALAGUENA PARADE OF THE WOODEN SOLDIERS GLOW WORM 
PAPER DOLL SONG OF THE ISLANDS YOURS 

POINCIANA HOT TIME IN THE OLD TOWN TONIGHT EL RANCHO GRANDE 
AMAPOLA THERE'LL BE SOME CHANGES MADE 


JAZZ ME BLUES 

MY SHAWL | 

SARI WALTZ 

TANGO OF ROSES 
PLAY FIDDLE PLAY 
MOTHER WAS A LADY 
NOBODY 


BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


580 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 


| WONDER WHO'S KISSING HER NOW 
IDA, SWEET AS APPLE CIDER 

IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMER TIME 

WHAT A DIFF’RENCE A DAY MADE 
ORIGINAL DIXIELAND ONE-STEP 

BLUES MY NAUGHTY SWEETIE GIVES TO ME 


MY LITTLE DREAM GIRL 
PEANUT VENDOR 

BREEZE AND | 

MAMA _ INEZ 

UNDER THE BAMBOO TREE 
MIAMI BEACH RUMBA 





MUSIC CORPORATION (Suita int rounds: at New 


This concern, BMI's largest affiliated publisher, is one of | 


America's oldest music firms (founded in 1894) and is noted for its Reichhold Seeking 


‘for American distribution. 


;money abroad, 














| ‘The Bowery (A Trip to China- | ‘Tanscriptions today (Wed) | Tony 
town). w., Charles H. Hoyt. m.,| Prince, trumpet, rejoined Ray Mc. 
'Percy Gaunt, T. B. Harms & Co., | Kinley’s orch, replacing Dave Bow. 
cop. 1892. |man.. .Gene Williams crew at Club 
| Daddy Wouldn’t Buy Me a Bow- | Kavakos, Washington, D. C.. King 
| Wow. w., m., Joseph Tabrar. T. B. Cole may go bop at his Carnegie 
Harms & Co., cop. 1892 by Francis, ; Hall concert Feb. 20, using bon. 
Day & Hunter. goes with his trio.. -Keith Law. 
| Daisy Bell. w., m., Harry Dacre. | Tenee copped International Rec: 
T. B. Harms & Co., cop. 1892. ord Award from European Rec. 
| "“?he Holy City. w., F. E. Weath-|0rd Distributors for Elite disk. 
lerly. m., Stephen Adams. London: | ns .. ytipretepe, made with 
| Boosey & Co., cop. 1892. the Jazz Symphony of Radio 
|} The Man That Broke the Bank Geneva Stinson Records aiming 
at Monte Carlo. w.. m., Fred Gil- for pop field with signing of vo- 
|bert. T. B. Harms & Co., cop. 1892 | Calist Joe _Derise, former name 
by Francis, Day & Hunter. band singer. . .Monte Kay, of Royal 

"My Sweetheart’s the Man in the | Roost, mulling Monday night am 
Moon. w., m., James Thornton. | 0? Pt? unknowns auditions due to ) 
Frank Harding, cop. 1892. fact Harry Belafonte, current vocal 


Push Dem Clouds Away (A Trip hit, walked in cold and asked for 


to Chinatown). w., m., Percy job. 
Gaunt. T. B. Harms & Co., cop Hollywood 
1892. 


Emil Newman and Arthur Lange 
joined faculty of Fisher Conserya- 
tory of Music to teach courses in 
film scoring and conducting . New 
‘folio, “How to Play in a Musical 





An actress had a skin-grafting, 
face-lifting job performed on her 
features, and promptly there were 


: Th —— Daite 'B ‘'s, who for | Tio.” being released by Page Cay- 
he famed Dalton Boys, wh anaugh pubbery...Joe Glaser in 


five years had been the nation’s 
ranking public enemies, were wiped 
out by the citizens of Coffeyville, 
Kans., while attempting to rob a 
couple of banks. 

New plays of the season had 
| hair-raisin themes—‘Dangers of 
ja Great ity,’ “The Pay Train,” 
“Cannonball Express,” etc 
Ward McAllister named the 400 
iof society on the 
great ball tendered by Mrs. Astor. 
| At Homestead, near Pittsburgh, 
| a steel strike broke out, soon devel- 
oped into a battle in which 18 
| were killed, and was finally put 
{down by martial law (but ‘not be- Jack Fulton, Jr., son of compos- 
|fore an anarchist had attempted to er of “Until,” has written “Tell 
lassassinate H. C. Frick. of the Me the Truth,” which Tower re- 
| Carnegie group and wounded him). corded, with Fulton Sr. on the vo- 
| William Morrison of Des Moines, | C4ls....Charlie Spivak’s orch had 
Ia., built an electric automobile, | to be cancelled out of a Lincoln, 
while Charles E. Duryea of Chico-| Neb., date because of snowstorms 
pee, Mass., finished another horse- there last week Dolly Kay stays 


less carriage, capable of about 4 the Glass House of Graemere 
eight foo agg tl Meeseng hotel until Mareh 24, rounding out 
| 


| James J. Corbett won the heavy- 20 weeks in what was supposed to 
P have been a two-weeker... .Mitch 
Miller, Mercury recording head, in 
town for some waxing sessions 
with Eddy Howard and Dick “‘Two- 
ton” Baker....Chet Roble_ Trie 
held over four more weeks at Club 
Horseshoe, Rock Island, III 


Pittsburgh 


Woody Herman band and King 
|Cole Trio play concert at Syria 


| Action Vs. Critics = | Mosaue Feb. 22. Cole recently 


roe house es at downtown 
'Copa, playing to $2,000 more than 
In Det. Symph Row Frankie Laine, who held the mark 

Detroit. Feb. 8. {until then... Billy Catizone orch 


for a parley with Milt Deutsch, his 
Coast booking rep Billy Eckstine 
opens next Wed. (16) at Ciro’s. 
Frisco, for two weeks at $1,750 per 
frame... Vet vauder Doc Marcus 
opens at the Palladium, London. 
July 25... General Artists Corp. 
inked Brother Bones, who clicked 
on wax for Tempo Records with 
“Sweet Georgia Brown,” and 
booked him for a stand at the Mu- 
sic Bowl, Chicago, opening Sundav 
(13) at $750 per frame. ; 


Chicago 


occasion of a 


| Orleans. 
| Influenza was a native, as well 
‘as worldwide, epidemic. 


| (Continued next week’s issue) 










: : ‘had option picked up at William 
Pa4 — 4 “4 ew % Penn hotel’s Terrace Room for in- 
Se = -preseent, omy - definite stretch. Catizone and two 


Reichhold, seeking to bar one of his men double into inn’s Con- 
music critie from Music Hall, ef-'tinental Bar as a trio for couple of 
fective next October, has now hours daily besides playing regu- 
turned his wrath on the entire }lar luncheon session ..Jon Mich- 
fraternity of critics. Members of | eaux unit signed regularly for Mel- 
the orchestra Friday night (4) at |}ody Lounge of Don Metz’s Casino, 
Music Hall were ordered by Reich- | with Jimmy Ross outfit playing 
| hold, to protest in mass against bad Weekend dancing in Rainbow Room 
| publicity and unflattering reviews |---Everett Neill, whose band_ is 
|in the Detroit press. ‘Playing two-week stand at Bill 


He declared: ceeaies is a producer at KDKA... 


| “This is an ultimatum. Either) 

| the orchestra does something im-| 
|mediately about the press or 90 | 
{men will be out of a job. Dr. | 
Kruéger and I have fought the bad | 
publicity by ourselves long enough, | 
Now it’s up to you.” 

| The ‘bad publicity” to which he | 











| 
| 
| 





| 


|referred was connected with stories | 
(on the “firing” of Georges | 
Miquelle, former first cellist, after. 
Miquelle had resigned.- It also had 
some connection with unfavorable | 
reviews. 

Members of the orchestra signed 
their names to piece of paper, 
affixed to a letter to the editor of | 
the Detroit Times demanding that 
Times critie Harvey Taylor be)! 
barred from all future symphonies. | 





FRANKIE LAINE 
Now at the 
EL RANCHO VEGAS 
Las Vegas, Nev. 








Zahl Closes 806 Deal For 
3 U.S. Masters in Europe 


London, Feb. 8. 
| Hyman Zahl has closed deal with 
five recording companies in Amer- 
/ica to import their masters for dis- 
tribution in England, British Em- 
pire and Europe. Platterers are | 
Jubilee, Banner, Bullets, Signature | 
and Castle. Issy Bonn has been | 
signatured by Zahl to record album 























Deal involves $80,000, with per- 
mission having been granted by 
the Board of Trade to ship the 
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VARIETY 





‘RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new development tn logging broadcast perform 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; 
2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 r.ajor territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 
three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 
of commercial shows, which account for the .arge point tallies below. 


Song 


I've Got My I 


Week of Jan. 28 to Feb. 3 


Publisher 
ove to Keep Me Warm—Berlin 


A Little Bird Told Me—Bourne. 


Powder Your Face With Sunshine—Lombardo 
So in Love- 
Far Away 
Here I'll Stay—*‘Love Life”’—Chappell 
Tara-Talara-Tala 


—*“Kiss Me Kate’’—T. B 
Places—Laurel 


Oxford 





A Rosewood Spinet—Shapiro 


Green Up Time—*“ 


By the 


Lavender 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms— 
Buttons and Bows—*“ 
My Darling, My Darling— 


Love Life 
Way—i7“When My Baby Smiles 
Blue—7“So Dear to My Heart” 


Paleface’ 


Bouquet of Roses—Hill & Range 


Little Jack Frost Get Lost—Spitzer 
Baby—Remick 

On a Slow Boat to China 
A Bluebird Singing in My Heart— 
Senorita—"' 
You Were 
You So Much It Hurts 


Pretty 


I Love 
Galway 


It’s a Big Wide W onderful World— 
Down by the Station—American Academy 
These Will Be the Best Years of Our 
What Did I Do—} 


Clancy 


Bella Bella Marie- 





Melrose 


Bandit”—Feist 
Fooling——Shapiro 


“Kissing 
Only 


Bay—Leeds 
—~BMI 


Boom—Kenmore 
-Leeds 


Lowered the 


The Pussycat Song—Leeds. 


Sunfiow 


My Own True Love—t“My Own True Love” 


er—Famous 
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New York 19, N. Y. 


New York’s music publish- 
ing houses are the mecca of 
thousands of amateur song- 
writers all over the country. 
They constantly bombard pubs 
with material that is just as 
constantly returned unopened 
for fear of plagiarism suits. 

One am writer is so eager 
to show off tunes that Variety 
last week was requested to 
dispatch posthaste the “ad- 
dress of Tin Pan Alley.” 





ence Coverage Index 
Radio Networks. Published 
John G. Peatman, 





A Little Bird Told Me . 
Rosewood Spinet ... 


Director. 


A Bluebird Singing In My Heart . 


Harms 


ee: 


Miller. 
"—Famous 
““Where’s Charley” 


rer ee weceteus 99 
94 45 rpm thr 


eee eeeee 


‘eee eevee 


-Advance “d 


t e 
+ 


Melody La 


~Robbins 


Lives— , 
ELIORSIC. i. cees 63 


‘When My Baby Smiles 





Bouquet of Roses 





Total | 


79 reduced 
dealers ha 
away 
sumers for 


2 LP is the 


to date. 


sides). 


Columbia’s latest 


ve been 


aed a 2s Col Sold Over 


Yrererr coccscvces 181 


as a means of meeting RCA-Victor’s 
eat. Columbia 
sorbed a good portion of the losses 
91 brought about by the substantially 
prices. In 


many 
giving 


aS a means of creating con- 


the LP disks. 


“Kiss Me, 


version 


sales lure on 
score. 


Kate” 


> It's the longest-running LP 
Disk carries 16 of the 17 


“ songs trom the show on two 12- 
Toe SCR ARK e EHTS ETS 61 inch sides, running 49 minutes. On 
se peeseoorooe »» 60 the regular 78 rpm, the “Kate” 

: eee o9 


album covers six 12-inch disks (12 
The LP 


has ab- 


sells for 


Brush Those Tears From Your Ey es 


Buttons and Bows—? 
By the Way—*' 


hetesnes teases »- 170] Sati 
Le Down By the Station 
see eee eee eeeeeeee ee 153 | Y oy pe eo Jian ~ 
on 4 Far Away Places 
eer eseccrescoee SOUT ae ne 
. 130 | Galway Bay 
ile ta ee SAV eee 09 146 Green-Up Time—7;‘‘Love Life” 
sees ereces erecerves 4a Columbia Records says that so Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life’ 
ceseeeees ee esesenns a far more than 780.000 machines I Got Lucky In the Rain—** 
_ -BVC ; 12g | that can reproduce its 33 1/3 rpm It's a Big Wide 
eeoevecocece - I've Got My Love 
rere rs e+» 122 Microgroove Long-Plaving records a 
121 re in the hand f1 d-buye1 AVeReee Sie me eee 
°« ee “& are 7 a S 0 "ecol as ers. ‘ ‘ 
coer eeeees ae he = ; Little Jack Frost Get Lost 
oe ah er +) oaute 1 syred — ye! : e) e = My Darling, My Darling— 
B.cveecs cece posed of since the start severa On a Slow Boat to China 
rere rare eceessee 106, weeks ago of reduced price sales 


Powder Your 
Pretty Baby 
Pussy Cat Song 
Senorita— 


So In oe e—* 
cases 


Tara Talara Tala 
them 


These 
You Were Only Fooling 


made 


Audience 
Over Radio Net 
Dr. John G. 
As You Desire Me 


works. 
Peatman 


“Paleface” .. 
‘When My Baby Smiles at Me” 
Clancy Lowered the Boom 

Down Among the Sheltering Palms 


Wonderful World 
To Keep Me Warm 
To My 


**Where’s Charley” 
Face With Sunshine 
“Kissing Bandit” 

“Kiss Me Kate” 


Best Years of Our Lives 


The remaining 20 songs of the week, 
Coverage Index Survey of 

Published by the Office of Research, 
, Director 


by the Office of Research, 


Survey Week of January 28-February 3, 1949 


.. Leed 
. BVC 


Be art Gaee Advanced 
. Bourne 
. Shapiro-B 

. Hill & Range 


Ss 


. Famous 


oosee aunar 
re ly 
+ +e ak ee American 


sc eéaeiaweeees Laurel 


Chap 
eaves * 
iebes Fox 
BMI 
Berli 


As the Girls Go” 


Heart” 


Remi 


ee eee ee eee ee eereene 


Leed: 
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pell 


1appell 
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Santly-Joy 
Spitzer 
Morri 


is 


phon sees. Melrose 
Sen ceveeywet Lombardo 


ck 


te ee Pe ee Leeds 


b Mila vee we 6 ab a halen eee Feist 


eee eee eeeeeeeaeeee 
ere eteees 
eeeeeus 


et 


Popular Music 


Recor 
Triangle 
eeees.. Shapiro-B 


Oxtord 
Robbi 


ins 


Songs with Largest Radio Audience | 


d 


— 





The top 31 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audi- 
Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Inc., Dr. 


by Paes ke Ss oovcees 2. B. Harms 


based on the copyrighted 
Broadcast 
Inc., 


. Words & M 


When You’re in Love—Crawford weereran ior ee regular album for $7 Bella Bella Marie—f‘ ‘Melody POM 8ST 2 oS LT Leeds 
ees Elbe Vasu SOOO... 2... sce drs cacaneceeeeeses sooeene TD eit ; og |”  PEEEEEEEE? ORE te er Capitol 
For You—Witmark SEARS Incidentally, th ree standout Cruising Down the River . olds epee 
Brush Those Tears From Your Eves—Leeds............0. Mwiiass oe equipment manufacturers showed Dreamer With a Penny—*‘‘All For Love’’..........Simon 

To Make a Mistake Is Human—Record a . eee. aloe announced new sets last week, For You .. ee ooe-eeee» Witmark 
My Dream Is Yours—Witmark Tae +béee ee all of which | handle only _the Mi- Jb |S eee ee a ee ee b dase eal BRS TS Robbins 
One Sunday Afternoon—*One Sunday Afternoon” —Remick. cece . 49 | OST OOVe disks in addition to I Got a Gal In Galveston... SOETPerirey ery Republic 
Melancholy Minstrel—Jefferson ee ceee, 45 | Standard 78's. Capehart showed a I Love You So Much It Hurts ...... ecccccecsce.. Melody Lane 
I Got Lucky in the Rain—*“As the Girls Go’—Sam Fox.......... 45 | machine which plays both seven, Just Reminiscing ................ tounge tl eeees. Jewel 
Hold Me—Robbins ......... Py ae _.. 44/10, and 12-inch disks automatically, My Dream Is Yours ..................cescccgueses Witmark 
Girls Were Made to Take Care of Boy s—Remick....... secccovece 43 | Cperating from a two-speed turn- My Own True Love—i“My Own True Love” .. Paramount 
Who Hit Me—Southern............... he Phan r re vecceccese. 40 table. General Electricvintroed a One Sunday Afternoon—i“One Suu. Afternoon” .. .Remick 

I Got a Gal in Galveston—Republic........ sescesececeseee 39/| Machine that also plays both, a Bk A, eee ESTE Peers ..-» Berlin 
Cuanto Le Gusta—t“Date With Judy’ KeoMAOON. .. ssc io se' . 37 | two-speed motor and a tone-arm Say Something Sweet To Your Sweetheart........ Mills 

It’s Whatcha Do Whatcha Got—t“So Dear to My Heart”—Santly.. 36) With easily interchangeable heads SE WOE. aX cbdsccaducdsccadoscetes ... Harms 
Cruising Down the River—Spitzer..............cccccccccccvcee . 36|eing used. Farnsworth has a SEE = ete ...... Famous 


Say It Isn’t So—Berlin 
WORE TEIN 25 60060 ces neres Pipes ews ark 





¢ Filmusical. 


— 


Sarah Churchill signed a new! 


Manor 


* Legit Musical. 


Records. 


+e eee eee eraeeereaeseerses 


Charlie Ventura’s bop crew into | 
five-year recording contract with! Empire Room, Hollywood, for four |@ set that plays 
weeks March 29. 


35 hart deal, 


| mixed, and 





35 |machine that duplicates the Cape- 
we ere re re ri playing LP seven and 
|10-inch automatically 


and 


all three speeds | 
| from the same turntable. 


inter- 
78’s the same way, from 
ja two-speed turntable and two tone 


Twelfth Street Rag... 
Until 
You Was .... 


a 


*Tegit Musical. 


Dick Bruce, 
leans, 


se eee 


+ 08 see 
* 

z oor ee 
* 

7 

+ 

* 

* 

o 

+ 

* 

+ 

° 

od 

& 

- 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

‘ 

To Make a Mistake Is Human.... 
What Did I Do—*““‘When My Baby Smiles” 





WDSU, New Or- 
disk jockey, starting a TV let. 


+ Filmusical. 


show 


.. Shapiro-B 
.. Dorsey Bros. 
.. Crystal 


4494444444464 
on the station’s video out- 
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ERNIE ALLEN 
Omahe KFAB 
ED BADEAUX 
Heuston KXYZ 
DON BELL 
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Alexander Gets | 


‘ 


Thornhill, Brown 


Phil 
week as one-night booker 
William Morris agency's 
band department, joined 
Alexander’s agency in New 
Monday (7). He becomes executive 
v.p. of Alexander’s setup. bring- 
ing with him the management 
rights to Claude Thornhill’s or- 
chestra At the same time, Alex- 
ander is expanding. He is planning 
to open a Chicago office and pos- 


Brown, who resigned last 
of the 
fading 
Willard 
York 


siblv a Coast branch 

Brown’s move was not entirely 
unexpected He quit Morris im- 
mediately after the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians had advised 
Thornhill that his contract. with 
Morris had been voided It had 
been rumored for some time that 


Alexander 
intended 


Brown intended joining 
though actually he had 
opening his own office 
Alexander himseif 
headed the Morris band division 
When he split with that agency, 
he took with him the management 
rights to Vaughn Monroe, Ray Mc- 
Kinley and a couple other outfits. 


formerly 
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From the Current 


WALT DISNEY 


Hit Picture 


* 


A Beautiful Ballad 


SO DEAR 
TO MY 
HEART 
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it's a Dilly! 


LAVENDER 
| BLUE 


(Dilly Dilly) 
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Santly-Joy, Inc. 
EDDIE JOY, Prof. Mgr. 
1619 Broadway, New York 19 






















































































showed up. 

Disk jock drew some of the most 
expensive talent in show business 
for live personals. He had on mike, 
Guy Lombardo’s orch, 


ny Kaye, 


'Kinley’s outfit for a half hour 


the vocals and gags of Como, Kaye, 
et al. 
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| at various times, Perry Como Dan- | 


Tommy Dorsey’s combination, Red | 
| Ingle’s novelty group and Ray Mc- | 


apiece and each was spiced with) 








to Cole Porter’; a sock presentation 3,800. 


Orrin Tucker (Ambassador, 900; $1.50-$2). 
lined, slow 2,800 covers. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). 


Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). 
men Miranda in (4), 
Eddy Howard (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). 





Los Angeles 


Good 3,400 e 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


for two weeks. Boff 5,000 tabs. 


overs. 


With Victor Borge head- 


Ted Lewis out (3), Car- | 


Switched to southside room 


this week. Weather tripped take. but still hefty 12,000 admissions. 


Art Kassel (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). 


roads; 1,500. 


Dipped a bit due to bad 


Lawrence Welk (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Profitable 12,000 admissions. 


Dick Jurgens (Palladium B., Hollywood, 
, missions. 


~ Kapp’s Stock Gifts. | 


Jack Kap,, prez of Decca Rec- 
transferred 1,200 
his Decca capital stock, 50¢. par 
value, as a gift to an unidentified 


ords, 


recipient. Shift 


holdings of 43,360 shares of com- 


mon. 


Transaction was disclosed 
week by the N. Y. Stock Exchange 
under the Securities & Exchange 
Act of 1934. Law calls for reports 
‘of ownership and changes in own- 
ership of securities filed by of- 
directors and 
holders to be made eee. 


ficers, 





(Los Angeles) 
Ist wk.). 


shares of 


leaves him with 


last 


large stock- 


Slow 5,500 ad- | 


Larry Fotine’s orch will be mar- 
| Neted on Decca label instead of | 
ora 
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Survey of retail sheet music E O|s 8 band & | Pig ae ee tangled last week 
sales, based on reports obtained | @ | 2 »e 1 Bi et | Wi arry Steeper, new treasurer 
' "P | @ | ia 8 2 es of the American Federation of Mu- 
from leading stores in 12 cities ze | 2 8 | 2/5) 3! 6 'sicians, over unpaid traveling tax. 
and showing comparative sales sitli®@ic (= @ & S| T Jes, and got himself erased from 
rating for this and last week. | te | > £lel &§ eigisgfrs!| oO the union. He had not paid an 
al a @ w om ° c au wn T 
& % E 5 o rg v»oigizigié old tax amounting to slightly over 
| § Fisis & s am -| 38 = = A $12. To regain his membership 
wi Bis | ~—|\%l 2 isi! Siz L card the leader was forced to pay 
, s a J 4 . 3 ; . _|2 the $12 plus a $10 fine. 
Week Ending 7% ¢ 7 « f\a\2 §') 8/418 Pe |) Steeper wi 
tattowme oes babes) > =aiman i Biaels!s O Steeper, who took over the treas. 
National t -|e\|=iaig 4 “i 0; & g v ury of the AFM some weeks ago 
Rating FEB. 5 os y eo¢ 2 I; | 2./-9 es gis . from Tom Gamble, Is dunning 
~_ 8\3 & © 2,8 5 3 T leaders for the 10 tax they’re re. 
This Last siezl i S8isieseliGlBisiaeiaisi 3 , quired to pay when they play 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher FiOi slip | ol@l Sia Maia i &2ia2 ~ dates outside the jurisdiction 4 
: ’ é their home local Leaders had 
“Far Away Places” (Laurel) l I I I 6 4 | 5 2 I 2 2 105 been lax in paying the sums, and 
2 2 “A Little Bird Told Me” (Bourne) 6 3 Hj 10 2 I 3 ; 6 2 1 4 76 some are being billed for important 
3. 4 “Lavender Blue” (Santly-Joy) 5 2 3 _3 4 ; 8 a 2 3 5 7 4 6 4 74 coin 
4 6 “Galway Bay” (Leeds). ._ © 6 © 2 8 FT § 2:3 6 3 4 Incidentally, Steeper’s efforts are 
5 3 “Buttons and Bows” (Famous) , «te ss auie.2.35 10 «(1 69 paging a aes Local = 
sali — - — - ——— eae eee ne Ce a ‘ae os we execs. 1e o lcomputec 
6 8 “Powder Your Face” (Lombardo) 2° S .. 7 oe 9 RE, 8 a a _ 63 the Beale ae the secle af ny fess 
7 5 “Slow Boat to China” (Melrose) ae. se SE GE ae ae ee 4 10 48 in which the date is played, and 
8 #7 #=“My Darling, My Darling” (Morris) a a TH 3 39 the number of men), the local gets 
9 ~ “Pye Got My Love” (Berlin) Ss & ¢€ & 7 19 4%, the gg as , ~— the re- 
ea pe : — — ; : ; as hn 3 maining 3% is divided among the 
10 Cruising Down River” (Spitzer) 3 Te 8 a 9 _ musicians in the band that played 
11 9 “So Tired” (Glenmore) a 9 x ie 4 12 the date. The musicians’ 3° is 
12 10 “You Were Fooling” (Shapiro-B) SPRL 10 6 e 9 8 il forwarded to their home local, who 
13 ~~ “Red Roses for Blue Lady” (Mills) 8 .. me 3 9 must pass it on to the men. 
i14A 10 “* Again’ * (Robbins) Hee 4 coe, AE ee ee ek Swe hey eee 3 SRL 4 8 — ————————————— 
14B ~ “F Love You So Much” (Mel.-Lane) 10 9 8 8 RED ROSES 
4 FOR A 
STATE GIVES $50,000 ‘Bands at Hotel B. O.'s BLUE LADY 
TO SAVE UTAH SYMPH ae ia . 
Weeks “past Covers SUSY 
Salt Lake City, Feb. 8 Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
State Legislature yesterday ‘7) Emil Coleman*... Waldorf (400; $2) 8 2,600 26,475 * 
saved Utah Symphony from bank- Gardner Benedict* New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) ..... 9 1,000 11,150 
ruptcy by emergency appropriation Guy Lombardo Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) .. ..14 2,000 33,300 BLUE SKIRT 
of $50,000. Unanimous Senate ap- Frankie Carle Statler (450; $1-$1.50) . 6 1,800 10,400 WALTZ 
proval assures House passage to- ese 
day. : * Waldorf, Dorothy Shay: New Yorker, ice revue. MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
Legislation for future financial — —— 1619 Broadway N. ¥.19, N. Y. 
support is coming later in the ses- Chicago 
— er seer Barelay Allen (Empire Room, Paimer House; 550, $3.50 min., $1 eh cn 
- . cover). Evelyn Knight still big with 3,500 covers 
Block’s WNEW Shindig Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Icy DISC JOCKEYS 
wrour «ey roads and snow slowed biz to 1,800. FOR 
Martin Block and WNEW, N.Y.. Joe DeSalvo (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck; 200, $2.00 min., $1.05 cover) VALENTINE’S DAY 
ran one of the most impressive and Strong 1,300 covers. 
heavily attended parties to mark Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350, $3.50 min., $1 cover) ] 
Block's 14th year on the station. Florence Desmond-LaSalle charmed 2,500. 
Shindig occupied the C rystal Room Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650, $3.50 min., $1 cover) 
of the Ritz-Carlton hotel Thurs- wasters and ice show, always popular with conventioneers. Jammed 
day (3) and more than 1,000 music, 3 399. 
band and radio advertising people Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman; 500, $2.50-$3.50 min.). “Salute 
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Commerce Dept. Seeks Renewal 
Of AGVA-French Reciprocal Pact 


The U. S. Department of Com-+ 


is seeking aes - re- 

i agreement between Amer- 
Povey mild of Variety Artists and 
the French government on per- 
formers take-out pay in both coun- 
tries. Deal, which had been op- 
erating until last year, provided 
that U. S. performers playing 
France could remit half their sal- 
aries to the U. S. in dollars, while 
AGVA would have to remit French 
acts’ salaries to a French bank after 
deducting performers’ living ex- 

s. 
P Malcolm Hooper, of the Com- 
merce Dept., has been handling 
negotiations. Preliminary discus- 
sions have taken place with Dewey 
Barto, AGVA national administra- 
tive secretary, and law firm of Sil- 
verstone & Rosenthal, AGVA at- 
torneys. 

Stumbling block in the carrying 
out of the terms of the pact had 
been the reported reluctance of 
French actors to part with most of 
their funds while in the U. S., de- 
spite the fact that they would get 
amount remitted in francs when 
they returned to France. 

Sometime last year, the French 
government notified AGVA that it 
was rescinding the agreement be- 
cause of non-collections from 
French performers. AGVA, at that 
time, asked that cancellation be de- 
layed because of internal union 
difficulties. Pact was rescinded at 
the end of the year. 


MERCUR’S PITT NITERY 
RAZED IN 506 BLAZE 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 

Six-alarm fire early Sunday 
morning (6) completely destroyed 
Mercur’s Music Bar, one of Golden 
Triangle’s most popular niteries. 
Damage was placed at $50,000. 
Blaze likewise swept the Little Red 
Door, a small cafe which adjoins 
rear of Mercur’s, and the loss there 
was around $22,000. 

Fire apparently started around 
1:30 a.m., and no one was in build- 
ing at time since bar closed on 
Saturday at midnight. Instruments 
of Scobby Brown unit, which had 
been at Mercur’s for last 
weeks, went up in smoke, too. 
They were valued at more than 


merce 
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‘comprising Peter t 
'and Mary Healey, Jack Cole Dan- | despite 


two | 


| Prodigy Maestro’s Concert 


‘Orch to Play Vaude Houses 


Ferruccio Burco, nine-year-old 
|; maestro, will 
'symphony orchestra into vaude 
| houses starting next week. Prodigy 
; will open at the Park theatre, 
| Union City, N. J., Sunday (13) and 


| will play two Skouras houses 
afterward. 
The moppet is booked for As- 


toria, N. Y., for Monday (14) and 
will play the Academy of Music, 
N. Y., the following day. 
Concert will benefit the 
Charities of Jerusalem. 


United 





Copa City-Beachcomber 
| Merger Called Off When 


| Ops Fail to Come to Terms 


Miam! Beach, Feb. 8. 


For the second time this season 
proposed marger of Copa City and 
the Beachcomber has been stymied. 
Deal, according to reports was vir- 
tually set last week, but disagree- 
ment over details caused it to fall 
through. 

Murray Weinger. Copa City op- 
erator, and Ned Scuyler, of the 
Beachcomber, were reported 
agreed to a plan whereby Copa 
City would get the top names be- 
cause of its larger capacity, while 
the Beachcomber would operate 
with moderate priced 
was felt that it was suicidal to con- 
tinue booking three top names in 


leach spot at prices neither could 
pafford. Both felt that the Beach- 
;comber couldn’t be abandoned in- 


asmuch as the spot would be put up 


ifor leasing by its owner, Sam 
'Barken, and competition would con- 
| tinue. 


Currently Copa city with a bill 
Lind Hayes 


cers and Frances Faye is outdraw- 
ing the Beachcomber. But condi- 
|tions may change next week when 
‘Joe E. Lewis and Tony Martin 
headline at the Beachcomber. 

The Copa has been in the red 
most of the season, while the 
Beachcomber has had several prof- 


talent. It} 








$1,500. jitable weeks. 








Abe Burrows set for the Park 
Plaza hotel, St. Louis, Feb. 25. 











Buffalo, Buff, April 21 


Louis Prima Orch has_ been 
signed for the Buffalo theatre, Buf- 
falo, week of April 21. He'll go in 
on a guarantee and percentage 
deal, 

House resumes stageshows to- 
‘morrow (Thurs.), with bill topped 
by the Ink Spots. Sammy Kaye 
-orch is set for May 11, and Frankie 
Laine for July 23. 

Resumption of stageshows is due 
to the breaking up of a pool be- 
tween several circuits. Sidney 
Piermont, Loew talent booker, is 
setting the acts. 





HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 


PEACOCK CLUB 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 
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JUANITA ELLIOTT | Stripper Files Bankruptcy 


ft r 
BLOIT eee | Georgia Sothern, currently at the 
TB ese conned, to bed many years. | Club Samoa, N. Y., 

© FOR HER BOOKS AND | stripped of all but $7 in assets ac- 

0 ’ is W f -e 
os on vALPRECIATER” _ ‘cording to a bankruptcy petition 
“Memories of a Soubrette,” relating | filed in the N. Y. Federal court. 
the author's own experiences on the |The stripteuse listed $7,806 liabil- 
ities among seven unsecured cred- 
| itors. She filed under her name in 




















aes peree = 00, 

our oks of Poems—‘‘Rain- 

| md Ribbons,” $1; “Songs of the 
uthweat,”” $1; “Wayside Notes of a 


Gypey-Foot,” 7c; “My Flower Gar- private life of Hazel Eunice Finkel- 
ov i. All postpaid. | stein. 

IFUL OH. PAINTINGS of i 
aren Blue Bonnets” and various Miss Sothern, during her turn 


‘at the Samoa, has been besieged 
by creditors. At one time she was 
| handed a subpoena in the middle 
‘of her act. 


scenes, from $5 up, according to size. 
JUANITA ELLIOTT 


a 
Correction: NEW ADDRESS 
ALBERT RICKARD WILLIAM MACK 


ALBERT RICKARD 
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is at 1560 BROADWAY 
tw NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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Louis Prima Pacted For | 


| 
j 


bring a 35-piece | 


| bell Soup airers on CBS. 


bassy 


Phil Baker to Play First 
Nitery Date in 10 Years 


Phil Baker, who recently wound | 
up a tour in the “Ed Wynn Laugh | 
Carnival,” will play his first nitery | 
date in many years at the Town 
Casino, Buffalo, Feb. 21. He’ll fol- 
low with four weeks at the Palmer 
House, Chicago, starting March 3, | 
and will probably play the Roxy | 
theatre, N. Y., after this date. 

Baker’s previous cafe date was 
10 years ago at the Riviera, Ft. 
Lee, N. J. He’s been doing radio 
work mainly since then, notably 
the “Take It or Leave It” show. 


Andrews Sis Set 
European Concerts 


Hollywood, Feb. 8 

Andrews Sisters will repeat their 
London Palladium date next July 
and follow it with a series of one- 
night concerts in Europe. 

Trio will start its summer activi- 
ties June 29, with a three-week 
stint at the Roxy, N.Y., coincident 
with the end of the season’s Camp- 
They’ll 
get $15,000 per week for the first 
two frames and $10,000 for third 





session. Then trio heads overseas 
for two weeks at the Palladium 
late in July, a stand in Dublin, 


one-nighters in key Scottish towns 
and thence across the channel to 
play concerts in France, Belgium, 
Holland and Denmark. 


RUSSELL SWANN CLICKS 
AT EMBASSY, LONDON 


London, Feb. 8. 
Russell Swann’s bow at the Em- 
club yesterday (Monday) 





clicked big. As result of the audi- 
ence reaction the magico has been 
extended for a month with options. 


Management is eager to exercise 


its claim upon Swann but it’s un- 
likely he’s in for a long stay, in- 


asmuch as the Labor Ministry 


| granted him a permit in error. For, 





has been | 








its exclusiveness, it’s al- 
leged that the nitery is still a| 
“bottle club,” which the govern-| 
ment is determined to suppress. 





AMSTERDAM’S ROXY DATE | 

Morey Amsterdam has beer 
signed for the Roxy theatre, N.Y., 
starting Feb. 22. He’ll be on the 
bill with Rudy Vallee, Maurice 
Rocco and the Rudells. 

Cecelia Colledge, British skating 
champ, also bows on this bill. 


‘Comics, Acts Nixing Far Away Dates, | 


Awaiting Their ‘Big Chance’ in Vaudeo 


* Growing importance of ‘televi- 
sion bookings is causing headaches 
in the cafe and vaude departments 
of talent agencies. They’re finding 
that many acts prefer laying off in 
New York on the chance of getting 
a television booking in the belief 
that a single vaudeo shot will in- 





Weekend Vaude Pays 
Off at Warner’s, A. C. 


Atlantic City, Feb. 8. 
Warner Bros. may have hit a 
new pay lode in bringing vaude- 
ville headed by a big name plus 
films to their big boardwalk thea- 


tre for Saturday night perform- Crease their stature in the vaude 

ances. field or may bring them to the 
Spot check showed a nearly sell- attention of film producers. 

out for both shows, with gross It’s pointed out that video has 


estimated at $3,500. The Ink Spots 
toplined bill, which included Alan 
Carney Martels and Mignon, 
Gaudsmith Bros. and Eddie White 


increased national interest in vaud- 
eville. Acts that have registered 
in the new medium are as potent as 
names in some situations. For ex- 
ample, Bunin’s Puppets, because of 
television showings, has since be- 
come a potent b.o. factor in some 
spots. Shirley Dinsdale, a Coast 
ventriloquist, has increased her 
earning power considerably with 
TV appearances. She’s_ been 
upped from a weekly KTLA, Los 
Angeles, shot to five times a week 
on NBC. 





Ohio Theatre Men Seek 
Relax of Law Prohibiting 
Minors’ Stage Appearances 


Columbus, O., Feb. 8. 


Ohio theatre owners may seek 0 le. F kie F 
a n a larger scale, Frankie Fon- 
amendments to state laws prohibit- . , rs 
. “ ie P taine and Manuel Vierra have 
ing performances by minors, A. A. obtained film nibbles because of 


Woldman, State Industrial Rela- showings on Ed Sullivan’s “Toast 
tions Director, announced last Of the Town.” Sullivan's shows are 
week. Deadline for filing such *imescoped to the Coast, and RKO 


Fon- 
discussion at 


is finalizing a deal for Vierra. 
taine 
Metro. 

Value of video as a showcase is 
becoming more apparent to acts— 
even to the point of passing up 
lucrative out-of-town bookings. Sit- 
uation is particularly with comics. 
One of the chief sufferers in this 
respect are British vauders, since 
agencies have been unable to talk 
performers into going abroad while 
television looms in the offing. 

It is known that talent buyers are 
now calling agencies asking for 
acts that appeared on a particular 
show. This is particularly true 
|since the coaxial cable was ex- 
tended to the midwest last month. 
| Comics, particularly, feel that 
television is giving them their ma- 
jor chance. They believe that one 
assignment on a top show can do 
the trick. With their experience in 
the personal appearance field, they 
think it a simple matter to steal the 
show from other performers whose 
chief experience has been in radio 
or legit. 


new legislation in the General As- 
sembly is Feb. 14. Woldman savs 
he will confer with theatre owners 
this week. 


is now under 


Situation was brought to a head 
last week by a performance of the 
“Tee Follies” in Cleveland in which 
the stars were two _ 17-year-old 
girls. Ohio laws say girls 18 and 
under and boys 16 and under may 
not be employed after 6 p.m. 

Woldman said the law has not 
been enforced rigidly and cited | 
such eurrent road shows. as 
“Medea” and “Annie Get Your 
yun” which necessarily employ 
minors. Law originally was _ in- 
tended, he said, to guard against 
exploitation of children. 





Harlem’s USO Benefit 


Harlem will stage a benefit for 
the USO fund campaign at Loew's 
Victoria theatre, Feb. 21. Dan 
Burley of the N. Y. Age, Negro 


newspaper, is chairman of the 
event. Show will start at midnight | 


and will be scaled at a $10 top. Peter Lind Hayes and Mary 


Loew circuit is contributing the | Healy, Chase hotel, St. Louis, 
| house. | opening Feb. 25. 
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NOW! BREAKING RECORDS AT THE SAVOY-PLAZA 


Billy Toffel charms at Savoy- 


ROBERT W. DANA 
Billy Toffel popular at Cafe 


"VIRGINIA FORBES 
Newest singing matinee idol 


Plaza... 


Lounge .. 


from France... 


EARL WILSON 
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Billy Toffel is one of the top 
dream princes of the entertain- 
ment world... 


DOROTHY KILGALLEN 


Will enchant American audi- 
ences for Jong time... 


JOSE—V ariety 
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Night Club Reviews 


Latin Quarter, N. Y¥. 

Lou Walters presentation of 
Mme. Kamerova production with 
Frank Libuse with Margo Brander, 
Archie Robbins with Stan Ross, 
Elisa Jayne, Steffen-Martell Dan- 
cers (8), Florida Trio, Karnilova & 
Nillo, Ernestine Mercer, Don 
Saxon, Ruth Brown, Gail Bennett, 
Dorothy Reed, Line (12), Art 
Waner Orch, Buddy Harlowe Orch; 
Opening night minimum, $5. 


The Latin Quarter, which never 
stinted in production or costuming, 
has exceeded itself with the current 
show. The proceedings indicate a 
budget-be-hanged attitude with an 
opulence that surprises even those 
accustomed to the usually lavish 
LQ layouts. 

After a long run 
bracket names, Lou 
stressing production this time. 
There’s no diminuation of enter- 
tainment with terps and comedy 
predominating. In fact, Walters 
was forced to let go of two dance 
turns prior to the formal opening 
Sunday (6). Anita Alvarez, late of 
“Finian’s Rainbow” and _ Sally 
Keith, the tassle-terper, were re- 
leased because of show being over- 
board on dance turns. 

Those remaining offer top-notch 
divertissement. Heading the _ bill 
are Frank Libuse and Archie Rob- 
bins. Libuse is one of the best 
comedy cafe ‘investments around. 
His waiter bit prior to the show 
warms up the house even before 
the trailers part. His onstage turn 
with Margo Brander assisting, 
brings solid laughs. It’s been 
some time since Libuse worked a 


of upper- 
Walters is 


N. Y. cafe and impact here is tre-, 


mendous. 

Robbins, with some new mate- 
rial, mainly a satire on “Manhat- 
tan Towers” hits with the audience. 
He has some added bits on the new 














i\’*teenage army which gives him an, 


effective opener. Windup with 
Stan Ross in a series of impres- 
sions makes a strong exit. 


| There are several newcomers in| 


this show, the Steffen-Martell dan- 
cers (8) and the Florida trio (both 
New acts) who deliver their quota 
,of entertainment. 

Of the standard turns, Elisa 

Jayne has changed her routines 
| considerably since her last appear- 
lance at the now shuttered Harem. 
|Miss Jayne, it must be noted, 
hasn’t picked routines that are as 
effective. There’s less of her acro 
and contortion work, which doesn’t 
give her as effective a peg upon 
which to mount her impish per- 
sonality. She nonetheless has some 
numbers that register Maria 
Karnilova and David Nillo show 
some fast and expert ballet and 
Ernestine Mercer throws in a spot 
of terping and a series of brief im- 
pressions for good results 

Mme. Kamerova’s dances are ex- 
cellently staged. One of the most 
colorful is the can-can sequence. 
Costumes for this number are eye- 
fillers. There are costumes in other 
numbers which make the majority 
of male customers wonder how so 
much can be hidden with so little 
fabric. 

Don Saxon and Ruth Brown do 
the production vocalling and Art 
Waner’s band showbacks with re- 
lief by Buddy Harlowe. 

The Latin Quarter offering is an 
ornate and entertaining show even 
without super-salaried stars 

Jose. 





Cocoanut Grove, L.A. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, Feb. 1. 
Borge, Orrin’ Tucker 

cover $1.50-$2. 


Victor 
Orch (14); 





Since embarking on its new 
talent policy several months ago, 





THANKS 


MR. ED. SULLIVAN for in- 
troducing us on your show, 
"Toast of the Town.’ OUR 
FIRST Television Show. 


Sunday Night (30), CBS-TV ... 


“Bill Graves Trio, new act comprising 
a colored dancer and his two pint- 
sized youngsters, got the program off 
to a good start. Act has a neat sur- 
prise element, which should make it 
seck for any vaude or nitery dates, 
as well as further TV bookings.” 
VARIETY, Feb. 2, 1949, 


BILL GRAVES 
and FAMILY 


Exclusive Mgt.: IVAN MOGULL 
1619 Broadway, New York 19 
PL. 7-3158 


the Ambassador Hotel has concen- 
trated on a succession of name 
draws backed by name _ bands. 
Latest in the list is Victor Borge, 
backed by Orrin Tucker. He fol- 
lows another Dane, Carl Brisson 
who did handsomely by the Grove. 
Borge probably won't fare as well. 

Opening show was marred by 
faulty showmanship that permitted 
Borge to remain on far too long 
His 75-minute stint began to wear 
thin about half-way through and 
should have been chopped, particu- 
larly since the Grove has a rigid 
no-service policy during the floor 
show. A good part of Borge’s ma- 
terial is familiar, especially the 
“phonetic punctuation” routine. 
comic patter is of the “shaggy dog” 
type and would have won an even 
greater response had it been care- 
fully culled. Pianistics are good, 
but also stretched out too long, 
particularly his finale offering 
which began to sound repetitious. 

Borge’s extra long stay-on 








knocked out the opening night 





==Trampoliningly Yours —< 


Paul & Paulette Trio 


Currently 
ORIENTAL THEATRE 
CHICAGO 





ABC band remote for Orrin 
Tucker, whose band is in for four 
weeks to handle terping and show 
backing. Tucker’s library is well- 


ments, dispensed with a showmanly 
flair. Maestro’s vocals are topnotch 
/and carefully spotted through the 
evening. A_ prime _ hotel band, 
Tucker will win new friends at this 
stand. Kap. 





NOTICE ci AGVA MEMBERS 


Delegates to the Annual Convention to be held in Chicago 


on June 6, 7 and 8, 1949 will 
ship meetings tg be held in 


be nominated at the member- 
each branch on March |/6th. 


Be sure to attend the meeting of the Branch in whose area 
you are now working. Maintain AGVA as a democratic 
organization by exercising your right to vote. 


Nominations may also be 


made by petition signed by 


twenty members in good standing filed with the National 


Office prior to April 7, 1949 
at any Branch Office. 


For the purpose of dete 


. Petition forms are available 


rmining the voting strength 


and the number of delegates to which each Branch 


Area is entitied, members 


may transfer to any Branch 


they may choose—such transfers to be filed with Na- 
tional Office prior to February 28, 1949. Transfer forms 
are obtainable from any Branch Office. 


If you did not receive your 


printed notice which explains 


the nominating procedure in detail, please secure one from 


your nearest Branch Office. 


» 


National Office 


AMERICAN GUILD OF VARIETY ARTISTS 


1697 Broadway 





New York 19, N. Y. 


stocked with danceable arrange- | 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 4. 


ent, patron wise, but current show 
has picked biz up to healthy state. 


Barton Bros. are familiar to the 


Carmen Miranda, Danny Hoctor | group in town who go for the 


& Betty Byrd, Georgie Kaye, Al 
Wallis, Chez Paree Adorables (10), 
Cee Davidson and Jack Rodriguez 
Orchs; $3.50 minimum. 


Current layout with Carmen Mi-| 


randa should keep spot buzzing. Al- 
though pace falters in places, lay- 
out adheres to Chez Paree’s usual 
showwise standards. Miss Miranda 
is preceded by bevy of well-stacked 
lookers in attractive 
comical antics of Georgie Kaye, 
and Hoctor & Byrd’s excellent terp 
routines, but patrons withhold en- 
thusiasm until Latin bombshell 
takes over. It’s Miss Miranda 
they’re waiting for, and she doesn’t 
disappoint. 

Vivacious Brazilian glides 
through numbers she's introed in 
pix, backed capably by her Latin 
quintet, and thaws the payees with 
subtle hiprolls and gestures. ‘South 
American Way” and “Chic-a-boom- 
chic” garner hefty returns, but it's 
her personable chatter and well- 
timed ad libs that hold customers 
in palm of her hand. 

Highlight of Miss Miranda’s 
stint is removal of her outlandish 
headgear, showing off blonde 
tresses. Table roving, to enable 
audience to pull it and prove its 
her own, rocked the packed bistro. 
Further comments on 
and why she’s in usual flamboyant 
garb, rates solid yocks, and con- 
tinues in number, “Bananas.” 


| “Cooking With Glass” exhibits her 


ability to riff and jive in Amer- 
ican fashion and furthers merri- 
ment by her admittance she doesn’t 
know what she’s talking about. Pa- 
trons reluctantly allow begoff, after 
two encores and more well-timed 


| ad libs. 


Hoctor & Byrd offer dance rou- 
tines that are refreshingly differ- 
ent than run-of-the-mill terpteam 
presentations. Pair rely on well- 
executed material, rather than 
flashy aero-technics, and prove vet 
satility in comical and straight bal- 
let numbers. Hoctor’s tapping and 
Miss Byrd’s interpretive solos are 
sock fare. 

Kaye was suffering with a cold, 
but fast delivery with racy orch 
backing as opener, just didn’t set 
well with seatholders. Comics’ 
chanting of song based on rush 
and hurry cracks: rated a_ few 
laughs, but material as a whole 
didn’t register. Takeoff on zany 
psychiatrist began to warm house 
and exhibited Kaye’s mimicry abil- 
ity. Encores with clever imita- 
tion of Gene Autry by a French 
crooner that wins applause. 

Al Wallis’ vocal backgrounds 
for the Adorables are handled in 
smooth fashion, as well as emcee 
| chores. Cee Davidson’s orch rates 
| kudos for slick showbacking and 


danceables, with 
rhythms keeping rhumba 
happy. Greg. 


Glass Hat, N. Y. 


(BELMONT PLAZA HOTEL) 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Addition of Rolly and Bonnie 
Pickert to the Glass Hat’s show 
provides an added impact. This 
team’s stilt-dancing is a potent 


; novelty which projects entertain- 


ment into the far reaches of this 
room. They open with some run 


of the mill taps, but once they,' 


make a quick costume change into 
the stratospheric shoes, audience 
interest is heightened considerably. 
They provide a good warmup for 
followup acts. | 


Viola Layne and Ames Bros. are | 
the holdovers. Miss Layne is a’ 
cute impressionist with a keen 
sense of humor. She satinizes Hil- 
degarde, Shirley Temple among 
others, in a gentle manner that 
pleases audience handsomely, | 

The Ames Bros. here for the! 
third successive show, have the 
measure of this room perfectly. 
They’re probably the outstanding 
ofay singers of Negro spirituals, | 
getting much color and feeling 
into these efforts. Comedy such as 
the “Pussy Cat Song” and other 
peps similarly hit the mark. | 

Eddie Stone, in his third year at 
this spot, continues as the ingra- 
tiating maestro and Al Castellanos 
provides the rhumba relief. 

Jose. 





Roumania, Miami Beach | 


Miami Beach, Feb. 6. 
, Barton Bros., Adeline Neice, 
Sunny Kay, DeMarr & Denise, Ken | 
Jones Orch; minimum $1.50. 
| 


Kitty and Danny Davis are’ 
back on the Beach, operating their | 
own spot again under the Yiddish | 
show policy last year’s lessees in- | 





Stalled. First weeks were indiffer-, 


costumes, | 


nglish-Yiddish comedics with 
which their recordings of “Joe and 
Paul” and “Cockeyed Jennie” 
established them, and in current 
| stint they belt with their versions 
of same. lg teioony. more smoothly 
than when seen here several sea- 
sons ago, the trio garner solid 
laughs via their slightly blue work- 
lings of radio impreshes, a triple 
| Durante takeoff and a Mexican bit 
that could stand polishing. Over- 
_all they had them all the way. 


Almost stealing the show, Ade- 
line Neice, an attractive blonde 
thrush, impressed with Yiddish 
and English songs. The lass knows 
how to sell, her arrangements are 
imaginative and the purveying of 
“Slow Boat To China,” impreshes 
of Hildegarde, Betty Hutton and 
Sophie Tucker clever, with the top- 
per being “Yiddish Lied.” Explains 
pre-encore, that she is not Yiddish 
and then turns in an Italian song 
for a begoff. 


Sunny Kay holds over with his| 


top record panto-mimicry. The guy 
keeps improving and in this sesh 
delivers the Harry Ritz race track 
bit, Aaron Lebedoff and a Chloe 


version, all in Yiddish recordings | 


that sets the palms whacking. 


DeMarr and Denise tee off show 
with neat ballroomology. Ken 


Jones and orch provide top back-| 


ing. Lary. 


appearance |} 


China Doll, N. Y. 


Ming & Ling, Florence 
Shanghai Twins, Paddy Wing, Line 


(6), Noro Morales Orch, Jose Cur- | 


belo Orch; minimum, $3.50. 





China Doll has several selling 
points each of which is capable of 
enticing trade. While its Oriental 
floor displays are probably its most 
potent lure, it’s undoubtedly true 
that the top Latin bands of Noro | 
Morales and Jose Curbelo provide 
an incentive for the late terp busi- | 
ness, and the low-priced dinners | 
help in the early part of the eve- 


ning. 


The current display is good cafe 
fodder being carefully staged by 
Peter Birch, who has whipped a 
lively Oriental line into good pres- 
entation form with picturesque 
troutines, while operator Tom Ball 
has stocked the show with playable 
acts. 

Heading the bill are Ming and 
Ling, a staple cafe and vaude act. 
whose Oriental hillbilly efforts are 
productive of laughs. 
and son team have a song and com- 
edy routine which includes son’s 


takeoffs of various singers, giggly | 


comedy and accordion playing that 
adds up to a solid turn. 
| Florence Ahn does a tuneful in- 


terlude with a Kern medley and a/| 
good_rendition of “Carmina.” Miss | 
Rodriguez's |Ahn is late in getting started, but | 

fans warms up as she goes along. At hér | 
|windup she rates encores. | 


The Shanghai Twins are a lithe | 


pair of contortionists and balancers. 
They show some good tricks with 
th. femme acting as understander. 
Lad frequently indicates a boneless 
| construction, being able to get into 
some extremely weird positions. 
_ The duo are still to achieve the’ 
“smoothness evident in the more ex- 
perienced acro acts, but further 
| practice will make them suitable 
for vauders and video. 


Completing the bill is Paddy 
Wing, who does a standard set of 


Ahn, | 


| Prentice Trio cuts show 
| Style. 


This father | 


es 


Silver Frolies, Chi 
Chicago, Fe 
| _ Jerry Murad’s Harmonieats ty 
| Jayne Walton, Stan Irwin, Vicki & 
| Nick Collins, Bud Prentice Trio: 
$1.50 minimum. - 





| Economics of the bistro 

\which has the smart ops gonna 
|the-mouth regarding falling re. 
ceipts and attempting to spend up- 
\ward of $10,000 for bills ever 
| week which fail to pay off, finds an 
‘Interesting contrast here. Silyep 
| Frolies’ owners have developed a 
constant trade which enables them 
to book talent, budgeted at more 
than $2,000 weekly, and with one of 
ithe lowest average tabs hereabouts 


Harmonicats work well in this 
room with their stint projecting 
sharply. Heavy mugging by the trio 
adds to solid effect. Jerry Murad 
leader, tees off with few notes of 
“Tico, Tico,” to be joined by the 
others for nifty finish. Group con- 
tinues fast pace with keen “Sabre 
Dance” after which Don Les, bass 
harmonicist, leads off “Harmonica 
Boogie,” worked up into a sizzler 
Trio change pace with sock rendi- 
tion of their disclick, “Peg of My 
Heart.” Encore with “Cat’s Polka” 
and “Peggy O'Neill” for solid hit. 

Jayne Walton, former band chirp, 


'gets fine reception on jump tunes 


best of which is hep version of 


“Lover.” She has a neat special 
about woes of gal singers and 


closes with “Maria Elena,” in Span- 
ish, for nice returns, 

Stan Irwin, clean-cut youngster 
has some good dialect bits, some 
bordering on the indigo. Vicki and 
Nick Collins, tap duo, get nice 
response for their hoofery. Bud 
in fine 
Zabe. 


$= 











Need Comedy Material? 


We write INSPIRED comedy--all 
Original, hilarious, tailor-made to 
the performer—$300 per 10 minute 
act, §100 to gag up your present 
act, We've written for Berle, Can- 
tor, Wynn, Lahr, Olsen and Johnson, 
etc. We'll write you an act in one 
week or less. 

We also seli the following comedy 
material: PUNCH LINES gagfiles 
of the latest, funniest gags — all 
original. Files 1 to 8—only $1 per 
file. With every order you get 6 


parodies free plus Comebacks to 
Hecklers, plus a skefch, plus a 
monolog 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 
276 W. 43 St., N. Y., LO 4-5943 
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That Jesting Gentleman 
of Romance in Rhythm 


JERRY COOPER 


HELD OVER 
CURLEY’S 


Minneapolis 
Pers. Mgt.: 
TED BROOKS 
134 East 57th St., New York 
Tele.: PL. 9-1344 


semana corsets marten one AAR NRE re 
Queene IN PHILADELPHIA, PA.commemens 


CLINTON HOTEL 3c 


SPRUCE 
200 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
from *2 DAILY 


SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES 
HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 


Brautied Ata Conditioned Cocktad Lounge 
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“The Golden Voice 


EDGWATER B 


Formerly the organ grinder of 


TITO CORAL 


Opening Feb. 11th 


Chicago 


“My Romance” 


of the America’s” 


EACH HOTEL 


Sigmund Romberg's Operetta 
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VAL 
and 


PAT 





DEST! 


Special comedy material written by Art Paul, Stan Burns and 
Musical arrangements by Manny Blanes. 


Personal Direction: 


Jules Ziegler 
S45 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK MU 2-2080 


Ray Allen. 


Publicity, Dick Falk. 
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VARIETY 





pe oe 


New 


ARTHUR GODFREY | 
one: Songs | 
15 Mins. 
Capitol, N. Y. | 

Arthur Godfrey, a top Hooper- | 
ated personality on radio and 
video, does vaudeville a good turn 
jn presenting a batch of youthful 
professionals at this Metro flagship 
in an endeavor to prove that good 
talent, nicely presented, can pro- 
vide excellent entertainment any- 


where. 

Godfrey is an affable gent with 
a dry sense of humor. During his 
emcee stint, he eschews a gigantic 
puildup so as to give the audience 
a chance to judge acts on merit 
rather than his sayso. It works out 
petter in this respect. 

He gets in some sly remarks be- 
tween introductions which don't 
seem necessary in his case. He's 
got enough verbiage to sling be- 
fore his audience without any blue 
notes. 

Godfrey winds up the show with 
his own stint. Accompanying him- 
self on the ukulele, he reprises 
some of the tunes he’s helped 
“Sopularize on disks. He wins him- 
self a nice niche with the crowd. 

Jose. 





STEFFEN - MARTELL DANCERS 
12 Mins. 
Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

The Steffen-Martell Dancers (8) 
worked in the late legiter, ‘‘Mag- 
dalena,’ choreography by Jack 
Cole. The four mixed couples are 
virtually a road company of the 
Cole dancers.. At the Latin Quar- 
ter, they do Cole’s Harlemesque 
routine and an East Indian jive | 
number. 

They have the vigor and the 
imagination of the original group. 
It’s a rigidly disciplined squad | 
whose precision work provides | 
some highly volatile dance pat- | 

| 

















ay | 


JACK PARKER 





“THE JACK 
OF CLUBS” 


a4 AMERICA 
{| | THEATRE 


Havana 





Management: 
TOM FITZPATRICK 
Bookings: 

WM. MORRIS 
AGENCY 








| Manny Opper 


that new comedian 


91st Week 


Hollywood Show Lounge 
Chicage 


“ve «©. Pers. Mgt.: IRV LEVIN 























COSTUMED RUSTIC TEAM 


For Home Show, March 14 to 19, 1949, 
comedy antics, patter or pantomine. 
Will promote team widely including 
television, Downright experiment so 
make right down rate. Rush full 
dope. Webber Advertising Agency, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 











Acts 


terns. With some few exceptions, 
work is a carbon of the original 
turn, and nearly as fiery, differ- 
ence being Cole’s presence. 

Jose. 





ROY BROWN 
Blues Singing 
14 Mins. 
Apollo, N.Y. 

Introed as the “king of the blues 
from New Orleans,’ lanky Roy 
Brown’s chief claim is his high 
falsetto voice which he uses with 
telling effect as far as volume is 
concerned on such numbers as “My 
Baby Caught That Morning Train” 
and ‘Good Rockin’ at Midnight.” 

A virile appearing sepian, Brown 
embellishes his lyricing with 
bumps, grinds, facial grimaces and 
a few wiggles tossed in for good 
measure. While his delivery doesn’t 
quite measure up to some of his 
contemporaries, he looks to be okay 
for vaude houses or niteries using 
this type of talent. Gilb. 
FLORIDA TRIO 
Novelty 
9 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

The Florida Trio remind of the 

Lime Trio which has been off the 
boards for a number of years. This 
group, imports from Italy, are a 
fast and zany combination of two 
men and a girl, with one of the 
males in gollywog costume, a la 
the Limes. They make their en- 
trance with gollywog getting out of 
a trunk after which he contorts 
into a variety of shapes. 
_ Group works fast enough to cap- 
italize on the initial impression 
that gollywog is inanimate. The 
act has laughs and novelty and 
looms as suitable fodder for all 
visual fields. Jose. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Feb. 8. 

Arthur J. Slattery, who took 18 
months to beat the rap, left for 
N.Y.C. He'll return to his Lake 
Kiwasa camp in May. 

Mildred Bernstein planed in 
over weekend to ogle husband, 
Rube Bernstein, who is progressing 
nicely. 

Helen Pelechowicz, resting at 
the Rogers after mastering four 
stages of the thoracoplasty opera- 
tion at general hospital. 








Helen O'Reilly, ex-NVA-ite, in 
for checkup, and given an all- 
clear. 

Many thanks to A. J. Boyle, 


president of the Charlestown (W. 
Va.) Jockey Club for his kindness 
to the needy of the colony; ditto 
for Louis McMahon, N.Y.C.. and 
Guerney Knight, Buffalo, N. Y. 

It took 18 months for George 
(Elephants) Power to beat the in- 
firmary rap and graduate to the 
all-up department. 

Hugh Carney, CBS staffer who is 
taking in the winter sports at Lake 
Placid, took time out to visit the 
gang. 

Walter (Par) Romanik, who left 
here with an all-clear, is now con- 
nected with the Columbia Broad- 
casting System. 


Carnations to Johnny  Bir- 
mingham, who announces_ the 
/1450 Club” over local _ station 


WNBZ daily. His daily salute to 
the Rogers shutins is a_ potent 
cheerup stanza. 








Write to those who are ill. 





— 


GENE 
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RAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
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‘Greet the Girls’ Unit 


Opens Vet Hospital a Stanley, P itt, Will Only P lay Spot 


Veterans Hospital Camp Shows 
opened its first unit of this year at 
the Winter VA Hospital, Topeka, 
Kan., Monday (7). Show titled 


\“Greet the Girls’ has a cast com- 
prising the Martell Twins, Stacy 
|\Clyde, Vicky Denas, DeVal, Merle 
,and Lee, Myrtle Dunedin and De- 
'butones. 


Unit will play route of 112 hos- 
pitals. 


AGVA Sets New — 
Clubdate Scale 
For N. Y. Area 


The first clubdate code for per- 
formers in the N. Y. area is cur- 
rently in the final stages of comple- 
tion. A meeting of the New York 
branch of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists approved a scale 
which calls for a $17.50 minimum 
for singles in small meeting rooms 
on weekdays, for doubles and 
$42.50 for trios. Hotels and larger 
rooms scale on weekdays begins at 
$22 for singles. There’s no change 
in weekend scale, with singles set 
at $22, doubles $40 and trios $55. 
Highest seale obtains for New 
Year’s Eve, which ranges from $30 
to $75. 

In addition a code of fair prac- 
tices has been established. This 
includes a two-hour limitation on 
date, only AGVA members in good 
standing can be employed, and 
agents are forbidden to emcee 
shows. First such infraction calls 
for a $250 fine and a repeat would 
revocafion of AGVA 





franchise. 

Another measure adopted at the 
meeting calls for a fee for talent 
outside of AGVA who are called 
in to do a commentator’s stint on 
a ciub-date showing. If commenta- 
tor is a member of any of the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America affiliates, he may join 
AGVA. 

Meeting also adopted a resolu- 
tjon calling for one performer on 
each show to be deputized to re- 
port on infraction of rules by per- 
formers or agents. Such infractions 
to be penalized by fines or suspen- 
sion. 

Code will now go _ back for 
further discussion with representa- 
tives of the Artists Representatives 
Assn., Entertainment Managers 
Assn. and Associated Agents of 
America. No difficulty in its adop- 
tion is expected inasmuch as most 
of it had already been okayed by 
the agent groups. 

The meeting, chairmanned by 
Jackie Bright, was one of the larg- 
est turnouts since monthly meet- | 
ings were adopted, and indicated 
a greater participation of AGVA 
membership in union affairs. Code 
was drawn up with the aid of 
AGVA attorneys, Silverstone & | 
Rosenthal. | 


Meeting also passed a resolution 
to join the Red Cross blood bank. 





-AGVA Cracks Down On 


Benefit Abases in Miami 


Miami Beach, Feb. 8. 

Benefits for many charities, 
which take place every season 
when the big crowds hit town, 
reached the abuse stage here last 
week, with the March of Dimes af- 
fairs staged nightly resulting in a 
general uprising among top acts in 
town. 

Sudden resentment against un- 
sanctioned billing and pressure to 
appear brought ruling from local 
branch of American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists that all acts must be 
paid onc-seventh of salary for such 
appearances. 


Union action was inevitable, due 
to the many demands upon per- 
formers, plus revelation that too 
much was being taken off top for 


“expense” at many of the affairs. 
Also many persons attending the 
affairs do not contribute a dime— 
quickly leaving betore collection 
time. Cafe owners, too, joined in 
the general squawk against the 
abuses, pointing out that their biz 
sagged on nights when the benefit 
programs were staged. 

Phil Regan now booked by Joe 
Glaser’s Associated Booking Corp., 





Posen 








Bookings, Despite Carson's Clicko 426 


Dario, Former'N.Y. Cafe Op, 
Into Hetel, Mining Biz 


Dario, former vperator of La 
Martinique, N. Y., is now asso- 
ciated with hotelman Louis Ritter. 
Ritter, who several years ago 
bought and later sold the Para- 
mount hotel, N. Y., was seeking 
to lease the Bedford and Weylin 
hotels. However, deals fell through 

Dario, meanwhile, has purchased 
a half-interest in a lead and zinc 
mine in Arkansas He returned 
from an inspection of the property 
last week 

The razing of historic Webster 
Hall by fire Saturday morning (5) 
spells finis to another of N.Y.’s 
fabulous landmarks. With damage 
estimated at several hundred thou- 
sand dollars, reportedly only par- 
tially covered by insurance, it’s 
uncertain at this time whether it 
would be rebuilt. Harris Reiner, 
owner of the building, was uncer- 
tain as to what he’ll do about it. 
The Hall had suffered several pre- 
vious fires over a period of years, 
but none as devastating. 

Located on East 11th street on 
the outskirts of N.Y.’s Greenwich 
Village, in recent years it had 
drawn a following from the hobo- 
hemian set of the Village. It was 
probably one of the oldest ball- 
rooms in the city. Built at the 
turn of the century, it had been a 
reception hall for the elite of that 
era. It later housed political ral- 
lies and similar shindigs in the 
days when the late Timothy D. 
Sullivan was political boss of the 
East Side. In that era it got all 
the important affairs sponsored by 
politicos in power. In the summer 
dog days it was often used as a 
rehearsal hall for burlesque shows, 
and touring legits that traversed 
the old Stair & Havlin circuit. 
That’s, of course, before things 
moved uptown and Longacre and 
Times Sq. became the center of 
theatrical activity. 

As time marched on and its peo- 
ple also, the Hall diverted to other 
sources of revenue. During the 
Prohibition era it housed a series 
of freak balls with promoters ¢api- 
talizing «wn its proximity to the 
Village and for awhile prospered 
under this policy, especially with 
such shindigs as Artists & Models 
ball and Cynthia White’s series of 
Greenwich Village pageants. Re- 
cently it had been renting out to 
buSiness groups and other organi- 


zations. Night prior to the fire it! 


had been rented for an entertain- 
ment and dance by the Players 
Club of the Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Co. 


After an investigation of the 


‘fire, it was reported to have been 


caused by a smouldering cigaret. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 

Despite the fact that Jack Car- 
son's show, the first flesh Stanley 
has had in nearly four years, set a 
new all-time record for the house, 
WB deluxer doesn’t intend to go 
into a permanent presentation pol- 
icy but will play only spot book- 
ings of top name attractions. Car- 
son rolled up around $42,000 in six 
days—his unit pulled an edditional 
$3.506 on Sus.day in Steubenville, 
O.—to top previous mark of Ink 
Spois by $2,690. 

Difference was probably in the 
higher scale, since current admis- 
sions are over what they were when 
Ink Spots, as well as Jack Benny, 
Frank Sinatra, Eddie Cantor, etc., 
played here before Stanley went 
straight pix. 

Management from past experi- 
ence feels that only attractions 
with a known strong pull can get 
by at Stanley, and nothing of an 
in-between variety will do. That's 
why the terrific Carson click hasn’t 
rushed it into a flock of immediate 
stage bookings. 

Furthermore, the picture situa- 
tion will probably keep additional 
fiesh out of the de luxer for at 
least another six weeks or so. With 
several big films coming up imme- 
diately, product Stanley would be 
deluctant to pair with shows, house 
has to play them off since other 
WB downtown key spot, the War- 
ner, where these pix might go 
ordinarily, won't be available un- 
til some time in March. That’s be- 
cause “Joan of Arc’? opened there 
Thursday (3) for what’s expected 
to be at least a month and a half 
run. 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 
(Order in Sequence Only) 


SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
for $8.00!!! 
3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in Each Book) $10 per Book 


Send 10¢ for lists of other comedy 
material, songs, parodies minstrel 
patter, black-outs, ete. NO C.O.D.’S. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54 St., N. ¥. 19. Clrele 7-1130 
—EKvery Day including Sundays— 























[fo Your Ses 


: Your Pho 
ee 


i$ 


World Famous. Photographers 


ote ARTISTS of STAGE...SCREEN...RADIO 


REPRINTS 
We are now equipped to make quantity 


original reprints at reproduction rates. 
CARNEGIE HALL STUDIO :154 W. 57th ST. N.Y.C. 
Phone Circle 7=3505 


ie 


BOSTON STUDIO: Hote! Lenox 


Se cOT Iter ec aCseesaeyevrseaeeetagergserasetEsrF 


Kenmore 5 300 





= era ga? 








es 






geome radia tlhe ~ 


roa, 





ew 
4 RRS Ea EE ORR AE are 


Pg AE ene 
gee Me dee, 











54 HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 9, 1949 





Capitol, N. Y. 

Arthur Godfrey, Bernie George, 
Three Beaus & Peep, Bennie Des- 
mond, Alan Schackner, Elizabeth | 
Mary Osborne, George Guest,! * 
Talbot-Martin, Napoleon’ Reed,| 
Jerry Bresler Orch; “The Bribe” 
reviewed in current issue of VAa- 
RIETY. 


Done. 
Napoleon Reed, a sepia tenor, is 





Granada” and bits from operatic 
arias. Encores with “Vesti La 
tiring. 
| Jerry Bresler’s es on gree 
icely. Godfrey is listed under 
Arthur Godfrey has proved a New oe, y 
point at the Capitol theatre. This unit hits the road shortly 
b Good, Barer. et = ernet with Col. Stoopnagle (F. Chase 
y a name can play virtually any Taylor) taking Godfrey's spot. 
house in the country. Solid Taylor) taking y ee 
demonstration of this contention is | 
tremendously important these days 
when a batch of independent the- 
atres are taking first plunges into 
stageshows. 





Paramount, N. Y. 
Boyd Raeburn Orch (17), Lewis 
& Van, Monica Lewis, Wally Brown, 





The Capitol theatre bill gets this 3 Suns, “My Own True Love” 
message across despite Godfrey’s (Par), reviewed in Variety Dec. 
self-imposed handicaps. He’s lim- 8, ’48. 
ited his talent to those that can 
work radio only — which im- New Paramount show, installed 
mediately eliminates novelty and jn opposition to Danny Kaye at 


dance acts. Variations of the radio the Roxy, Arthur Godfrey at the 
formula would make solid variety | Capitol, and Jack Carson, Marion 
—as it is, Godfrey offers only good Yutton, et al., at the Strand, is a 
entertainment. fair combination of entertainment. 
Godfrey at the outset explains There’s no really standout names 
that he’s showcasing possible star to match the marquee flare of the 
material. An act these days, he other houses, although the Three 
tells, has to be a star even before Suns have name value. 
getting started if it’s going to play Boyd Raeburn’s orchestra backs 
plush houses. With the drying up the show. He has for some time 
of developing grounds, where are used a jazz style that in its own 
they going to get the experience to groove was good, but for commer- 
become stars, he asks. cial purposes was neither fish nor 
Godfrey thinks the performers) fowl. It didn’t reach the unusual 
being presented have the potential- musical heights attained by such 
ities. They’re acts that have been as Stan Kenton and it didn't have 
around some under different cir- too much b.o. value as a dance 
cumstances. For example, Benny band. Here, Raeburn has softened 
Desmond, until recently, was of UP somewhat and does a nice job 
the terp team Mack &; Mary Os- on the two or three cracks he gets 
borne headed an instrumental and alone. He also does a good job 
vocal trio which has been promi- backing the acts. ; 
nent in the swing spots for several Raeburn tees off with a fair ar- 
years. They make particularly rangement of “Temptation” and 
good material as singles. later pops up with af rte 
. > 4 ‘J S ¥ 
The layout, while fast and youth- go Societies memos gt 
ful, with only one major defect, is Sr 4 
A EE panna gy toting a bass sax. It’s almost as 
something that would make an old’ big'as he is and the effect is com 
here's a succession of instru- Cal, compounded by his deliberate 
mentalists; an obvious conflict with 00™M-pahing for laughs. It's — 
, ‘mics > bill: and manship anc it gets over nicely, 
two mimics on the bill; and one nats ae thi te aeeels es Gon 
mpl ance act among eight ; . ? ‘i 
oat nye ond Senta 4 po iy vat he 
greater concentration of comedy , piped ro be 2 tin - 4 
ae ee Sa rhythet routine snd’ > challenge 
However, had he made these cor- bit that calls for fast stepping. 
coon gary Sab ing ye Monica Lewis, Decca disking name, 
x ety Oe es ' ae is next. She comes on looking 
Z eee eee ee ste slightly overdressed in a_ special 
“it. ee ee tae 2 | CPORION, put Presents Guite & pic 
no og oan a ture, both photogenically and vo- 
mat. it 1 Go = A a a, 1€ cally. She uses a smartly-paced 
wd he patrons ge eir moneys routine of rhythm and ballad pops, 
ie at i ic aa f a standard and a novel arrange- 
ncidentally, Godirey brings 1n a! ment written for her night club 
mew ve of —o the ae turn, and gets off to a solid hand. 
Ol. Many rom ne =6ssuburbds Wally Brown has been on the 
haven't been near a vauder in: par stage often enough to follow 
years. Matinees show a profusion |g personally made trail from back- 
= older a poe gad are stage. His double-talk act gets good 
strangers to the vauders. laughs, but 


exert in the metier of the variety as he last used here. Whether 

stage, but likeable and «unobtru-’ that's poor judgment or not isn’t 

sive when the acts are on. He sets of much consequence, however, 
the stage for them in an expert since his listeners get very little 
manner. His gab is humorous of his conversation. He nicely fills 
rather than comic, although every the comic niche. That's the most 
so often a blue line gets in. The important angle. 

indigo isn’t necessary or becom- Three Suns are playing their 
ing in Godfrey's case, hence seems first date at the Par. Trio—organ, 
more obtrusive than with the accordion, guitar — launch their 
ni’ >ry-type emcees. 

The run-down of acts, as a Keith- 
Albee fifth floor booker of the old 
davs might report, would be: 

George Guest plays a showy 
marimba full of musical pyrotech- 
nics. Gets lots of music out of the 
woodpile and off to a good salvo in 
six minutes. Can hold a spot in 
most vauders. 

Mary Osborne, formerly of the'| 
Osborne Trio, now in business for 
herself, sells on the guitar and) 
vocally. She’s a tall looker with a/| 
pleasing mien. 

Bernie George offers an unusual 
set of impressions. Is an expert 

on crowd noises, getting a few 
celebrities in on a vocal setting of 
a prizefight. 

Three Beaus and a Peep are Current layout is not up to pre- 
reminiscent of the early-day Merry vious bills. 

Macs. They’re an_ enthusiastic Topliner Bonnie Baker gives the 
foursome who indicate potentiali- idea that she’s a bit tired of her 
ties with novelty tunes. Can hold baby-voiced work, though punching 
down vocal assignments in the big- for the returns. She slips, thus 
time after a swing around the cir- with her jukebox approach to the 
cuits. — novelty numbers she seems to feel 

Bennie Desmond is a good com- she must purvey: viz—‘“I've Waited 
edy dancer with good routining. 18 Years” and the inevitable 
Provides a surprise turn in his “Oh Johnny” type of number. Of- 
act with pianistics. He can build fered to fair mitt. 
up a classical number and tear it Rolly Rolls goes well with his 
apart in_boogie-woogie. Gets re- comedy slanted pianoing and chat- 
sults. He’s helped considerably ter. Mixes the classics and pops on 
by the fact that he makes his en- the Steinway and then bets with 
trance from the audience pleading his Gershwin medley to top re- 

with Godfrey for an audition. ception. 

Elizabeth Talbot-Martin, who has Lou Saxon emcees in suave and 
appeared previously in N. Y. easy manner and does okay in own 
niteries and at the Roxy, doesn’t spot, with some new material. 
get started until late in her act. However, he reprises his “Statue 
This impressionist attempts satires Ot Liberty” song sequence with the 
of Bette Davis and Greer Garson, dialectics hitting for top effect. 
latter far removed from any de- Carl and Arlene tee off show 
gree of fidelity. It’s not until she with their acro work for neat re- 
starts burlesques of cafe singers turns. On the novelty side is 
that she makes any headwa} with Dod Dodson and his monkeys, pre- 
the audience. vious click here and still solid. 

Alan Schackner a_ harmonica Freddie Carlone house orch 
player, gets fancy effects and a backgrounds capably. Lary. , 


dustan,’ then “Cecilia,” 
My Heart” and “Tico Tico.” High 
spot of the turn is a long set of 
parodies to the melodies of cur- 


the lyrics are cute and delivered 
by the trio with a pitch for laughs 
and they get plenty. 

Wood. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Feb. 5. 
Bonnie Baker, Rolly Rolls, Lou 
Saxon, Dod Dodson, Carl & Arlene, 
Freddie Carlone Orch; “Night Has 
A Thousand Eyes” (WB). 





fancy hand with “When Day Is! 


the hit of the show scoring a com-| 
| plete showstop with renditions of | 


'Giubba” and has a hard time re- | 


, , it seems that a ma-| 
(sodfrey is an affable emcee, not jority of the material is the same | 


music and laugh attack with “Hin- | 
“Peg O’| 


rent and past pops. It’s good stuff, | 


A good turn. | 


Strand, N. Y. 

Jack Carson, Marion Hutton, 
Robert Alda, George Mann, Dave 
Willock, Bob Sweeney, 
Sisters (2), Chris Cross 
(14); “John Loves Mary” 


reviewed in VARIETY Jan. 26, ’49. | 








‘hats, the boys open in unison with 


anenee, | ite challenge stuff. Format is 


(WB),| familiar, but like old wine, this 


Jack Carson is blanketing the | 


Strand currently with a _ simul- 


;taneous appearance on stage and 


screen. Maybe that makes an 
over-diet of Carson, but the cus- 
tomers seem to get an extra kick 
| out of seeing the star work in both 
|mediums over the 
stretch. : 

The on-stage Carson show is a 
medley of Hollywood names, ra- 
dio and vaude routines and un- 
adorned corn. Carson sparks the 
layout as emcee and major domo 
who sings, gags and stooges for 
the others. But while Carson per- 
sonally makes a solid impression, 
the overall show is spotty. Many 
of the gags lay eggs while several 
others are not in good taste. The 
layout could stand both sharpen- 
ing and sapolioing. 

Major support is delivered by 
Marion Hutton and Robert Alda, 
another Warner Bros. player p.a.- 
ing to bolster the b.o. Miss Hutton 
neatly ties up a couple of novelty 
numbers while Alda exhibits a fair 
set of pipes on “Cuddle Up a Little 
Closer,” “Pretty Baby,” and “Oh, 


| 


three-hour 


| Marie” in Italian. Latter number | 
is the takeoff point for Carson's | 


crooning of “Melancholy 


Baby,” | 


with some background clowning by | 


George Mani, Dave Tugwell and 
Bob Sweeney, all dressed in union 
suits. : 
Carson opens the bill with a 
deadpan intro to the effect that his 
pal, Dennis Morgan, is in 


wings, ready to take a bow. Swee- 


ney, from the radio team of Swee- 
ney & March, takes the spotlight, 
however, and double-teams with 
Carson in a long sketch about a 
stuttering would-be writer. After 
the gag of having the pie-faced 
Sweeney sub for Morgan wears off, 
this bit loses its edge. 

Carson also. runs through a 
corny, but effective stint with 
lanky George Mann, who is garbed 
'as a six-year-old ballet dancer. This 
bit is replete with prattfalls, wres- 
tling holds and some indigo ges- 
tures which, once again, embarrass 


the | 


more than they tickle. In another | 


bit, Carson’s repartee with Dave 
Willock, from the Carson radio 
show, revolves around Carson’s 


buying Willock a parlor car seat | ! 
|ner, former collegiate trampoline 


in the gent’s room, etc. 

Despite many soft spots in the 
runoff, the show winds up with a 
terrific bang as the whole cast 
does a parody on a Hollywood 
sound stage. With Sweeney playing 
the hero and Carson the stand-in, 
the sketch involves Carson being 
on the 
scene’s rough stuff. As the cur- 
tain comes down, Carson makes 
his bowoff comments with his 
clothes tattered and water soaked, 


and his face splattered with cus- | 


tard pie. It’s one of the oldest 
stunts, but still surefire for re- 
sults. 


Emerala Sisters, spotted early | 


in the show, race through an acro- 
dancing routine 
stunts for nice yesponse. 
Cross’ orch is a standard dance 
band that doesn’t have much to 
do in this layout aside from back- 
ing up the acts in okay style. 
Herm. 


| Apollo, N. Y. 

Lucky Millinder Orch (15) with 
|Annisteen Allen and Paul Breck- 
|enridge; Vi Burnside Orch (5), 4 
| Step Bros., Roy Brown, Spider 
| Bruce & Co.; “Waterfront at Mid- 
night” (Par). 





It’s an average sepia layout at 
the Apollo this week. Lucky Mil- 
'linder’s band and the terp turn 
|of the Four Step Bros. hold up 
'their ends well enough, but the 
balance of the bill, other than 
Spider Bruce’s comedics, tends to 
lag. Millinder outfit socks over 


'through Victor Herbert 


receiving end for the} 


with = _ difficult | 
Chris | 


easily. Meticulously dressed in 
brown suits with canes and. top 


their precision stepping then segue 


quartet improves with age. Scored 
soli 


dly. 


Vi Burnside, who _ formerly 


batoned the all-girl “International | 
Sweethearts of Rhythm,” now 
'a quintet of femmes. Smaller unit | Rico theatre 
‘evidently is the result of an effort | 


has 


to hold down costs in keeping with | 
the current trend away from large | 
bands. 

Distaff outfit, comprising piano, | 
bass, drum, sax and trumpet, es-| 
says a quartet of numbers. How- | 
ever, best of the lot is ‘Golden | 
Earrings” creditably vocalled by 
the pianist. Same gal also gets over 


nicely with a blues tune, ‘Don’t 
Let Nothin’ Bother Ya.” A medi- 
ocre “original number” is_ im- 


proved by luminous lighting where 
the group is bathed in a purple 
spot. On the whole the group is 
rather colorless for the most part, 
both visually and aurally. Elimina- 
tion of the drab skirts and jackets 
in favor of snappier attire would 
help things. 

Comedy slot is held down well 
by the house funster Spider Bruce 
and his usual assistants. Blues 
singer Roy Brown is reviewed un- 
der New Acts. Gilb. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 3. 
Paul & Paulette Trio, Arnie’ 
Hartman, Frank Marlowe, Lester 
Cole & Debutantes (6), Carl Sand’s 
Orch (14); “A Letter to Three, 
Wives” (20th). 


Minor layout finds assortment of 
acts well-planted, but lively open- 
ing pace is ambushed as bill. un- 
folds. Paul and Paulette Trio, 
however, serve as terrif house- 
warmers and could have wound 
show up in sock fashion if placed 
at end of lineup. As is, vaude pack- 
age serves as tepid entertainment. 

Carl Sand’s orch tees off with 
semi-classical rendition of Ravel’s 
“Bolero,” aided by exotic lighting 
effects, and garners generous audi- 
ence response. Paul and Paulette 
Trio, trampoline act, take to boards 
in bouncing fashion, with patrons 
responding to quickening pace. 
Paulette as a French maid not only 
adorns act, but twists, twirls and 


flip-flops in easy and graceful man- ' 


ner. George Paul and Jimmy Gar- 


champ, in bell boy garb, do series 
of back sumersaults and pirouettes, 
with lively orch backing, building 
up to difficult stunt by Gar- 
ner. Accolades are hefty, proving 
trio’s knack of projecting ability 
even in a huge house. 

Accordionist Arnie Hartman ex- 
hibits trick fingering in special ar- 
rangement of “Glow Worm” and 
“St. Louis Blues,” but rises above 


straight playing with friendly and’ 


personal air. Encores with “Grana- | 
da” for hefty returns. 

After Frank Marlowe makes en- 
try by falling into orch pit, which, 
incidentally, rocks the house, his 
gags and knockabouts fail to sus- 
tain pace. Comic could use some 
new material. Trick of hopping 
off stage and preventing patron) 
from leaving theatre, by lining 
him up against the wall, breaks 
up the house. However, in-between 


| Stuff slows timing and allows audi- 


ence a cooling-off period which is 
difficult to overcome. Marlowe in- 


itroes Lester Cole and Debutantes 


in comical fashion, instead of tak- 
ing encore. 

Cole’s recent tussle with laryn-| 
gitis is apparent, but background 
vocaling by the Debutantes, five 


| lookrs with voices, smoothly covers 


up on “Hurray For Hollywood” 
opener. Cole takes to directing | 
orch, leaving Debutantes to chirp 
medley, 


| with each exhibiting individual vo- | 
eal ability. “Zing, Zing” serves as 


closer, with gals getting solid hand. | 


Despite steady snowfall, biz good 


nicely aided by the winning per-| 
scenality of its leader, who prances | 
about the podium in a showmanly | 


way. 

Following a breezy opener by 
the band’s three rhythm, five reed 
and seven brass, willowy Annis- 
teen Allen contribs vocal on “To- 
night You Belong to Me” and 


bounces back with the plaintive. 


“Let It Roll” for good results. Orch 
gets off some neat improvising on 
“Sweet Georgia Brown” that’s fur- 


ther pointed up with an adept 
tenor sax solo. 
Warbler Paul Breckenridge, 


who’s somewhat of a fave here, 
again registers with the payees in 
a dignified vocal of the spiritual 
“Going Home.” Bows off to heavy 
palming with “Tomorrow.” a tune 
in a lighter vein. Millinder crew 
returns to give out on “Lone 
Star Boogie,” a brassy number 
which the customers relished. 
Four Step Bros., although fre- 
quent repeaters here, again click 


when caught. Greg. | 
St. Louis, Si. Loo | 
St. Louis, Feb. 3. 

Mel Torme, Jack E. Leonard, 

Larry Noble, Rita & Betty Carroll, 

Maynard Ferguson, Claire Hogan, | 

Ray Bauduc, Jimmy Dorsey Orch 

a “Behind Locked Doors” 
( Ds 





After a lapse of several years 
Franchon & Marco is probing this 
burg to determine the possibility 
of bringing back stage shows. A 
policy of spot booking was _ in- 
augurated with the current show. 
Initial offering that ran 82 mins. 
was presented to a mob that jam- 
med the 4,000 seat house despite 
inclement weather and the p.a. of 
Bob Hope and troupe in town. 

The show clicked with the 
payees and it was a dead heat be-| 
tween Mel Torme, songster, and 


Jimmy Dorsey orch for top honors. 
Torme not only socked over his| 
interp of 


“Little White Lies,” , 
(Continued on page 55) \ 


ling a bad throat when 


Lack of Stars Nip 


Latin-Am. Vande 


Spanish vaudeville is a risky 
proposition, according to Carlos 
Montalban, ort of the Puerto 

in the Lati i 
of the Bronx. 1 ee 

“Take last week,” he points out 
“We had Fortunio Bonanova, who 
made more than 150 pictures 


) i 
Hollywood and Mexico. His toes. 
voice and work are well known to 


Spanish-speaking people—but he 
died at this house. 

“Yet we take stars like Libertad 
LaMarque, the Argentinian star 
and do more than $40,000,” Mont. 
alban continued. “Maria Antonia 
Pons also did more than $40,000 
and it looks like Jorge Negrete. 
who opened Thursday (3), wil] hit 
the same kind of money.” 

Negrete, who some years ago ap- 
peared at the original La Conga 
at a small salary, is one of the 
three biggest attractions this house 
has had. Mexican films and re- 
cordings have been instrumental in 
making him a prize package. Mont- 
alban says he’s paying him $10.- 
000 and percentages, and accord- 
ing to the business being done, he’s 


| a good buy. A midtown house can’t 


afford Negrete at that salary inas- 
much as he’s a comparative strang- 
er to the non-Latin patron. 
Negrete, whose forte is singing, 
doesn’t do too much of it during 
his turn lasting more than 35 min- 
utes. He was apparently protect- 
caught. 
Most of his turn is taken up with 
Jorge Negrete, Trio Calaveras, 
Comedy Family (3), Rosita Cheva- 
lier, Eva & Drigo, Carlos Piantini 
Orch; “Mi Fortuna Sarcuna Nye- 
to” (Argentine). 


banter, which the audience ap- 
parently likes. Four numbers 
backed by the Trio Calaveras, 
three guitars and voices, display 
a rich- vocal timbre, feeling and a 
degree of pash. 

There were plenty of youngsters 
in the house at 50c each: there’s a 
$2 Saturday admission for adults. 
This is one of the _ less-opulent 
neighborhoods. 

The wealth of the Negrete fam- 
ily will be increased considerably 
by the contributions of this baili- 
wick. Gloria Marin (Mrs. Ne- 
grete) starts next week “at more 
than $5,000," Montalban stated. 
She’s being supported by Kid Gav- 
ilan, the Cuban pug who’s being 
billed as conqueror of Ike Wil- 
liams, the lightweight champ. 
Angel Lopez, Havana-Madrid, N. 
Y., operator, who’s Gavilan’s man- 
ager, arranged the deal through 
the Joe Glaser office. 

Govt. Taxes Big Problem 

But even with this kind of high 
salaries, Montalban says it’s still 
difficult to get Latin personalities 
to accept dates at his house. Since 
they have to pay U. S. taxes and 
income imposts from the country 
of their origin, Montalban declares 
a considerable chunk of money is 
returned to the various govern- 
ments. 

Currently, a dance act. Eva and 
Drigo, opens the bill, with Rosita 
Chevalier following. She's a tor- 
rid torso-tosser who has been seen 
in midtown cafes as a decorative 
vocalist and maracas-wieider. Her 
act gets the measure of this house. 

A standard feature here is the 
Comedy family, a trio of two males 
and a femme. They perform a 
weekly skit—this one being about 
the guy who hides under the girl’s 
bouffant skirt, but is forced out of 
this shelter because of certain sen- 
sitivities. All this takes more than 
a half hour to expostulate, but 
Latins virtually roll in the aisles. 

The Trio Calaveras are excellent 
singers with good rhythmics. 
Numbers are comparatively strange 
to the non-Latin trade but have 
the virtue of melody, alternately 
strong and subtle beats. One of 
the trio drove the house in a 
frenzy everytime he hit a falsetto 
note. Soon they were trioing in 
the upper registers and conse- 


‘quently panicked the place. 


Despite the generally good busi- 
ness, house is likely to diminish 


‘the frequency of its stageshows. 
The patronage comes only when 
| there’s 


The 


attraction. 
strong subse 


Puerto Rico’s pictures are 
quent runs and must rely solely 
on vaudeville for its lure. W hen 
there’s no suitable headliner. they 
might as well lock out vaude for 
oye particular week. It’s likely to 
e done. 

Montalban has prolific Holly- 
wood, Mexican and South Ameri- 
can connections. He’s the brother 


of Ricardo Montalban, the Metro 


layer, has acted in Spanish ver 
lene of Hollywood films, directed 
dubbing and synchronization °0 
Metro, and has played Spans. 
roles on the air. In fact, he’s 
Latin “David Harding—Coun 

spy.” Jose. 
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2 i] , . the 
ding “that’s why I just gave 

= to make ‘Quo Vadis. h 
“True, values have changed,” 


Mayer observes, “and while we all 





must do something to keep the en- | 


: mily coming, the prices per- 
ee nave gone up. But they are 
as nothing compared to prices in 
other commodities and, of course, 
we suffer first because, compared 
to food and clothing and housing, 
pictures may not be considered 
100% necessities.” 

Mayer sees in Metro's acquisi- 
tion of Dore Schary a revival of 
the old Mayer-Thalberg team. He 
likens Schary, M-G-M’s new pro- 
duction veepee, to the late Irving 
Thalberg, and feels that “Metro, as 
the leader, must continue to make 
the big ones regardless.” 

Costs Down at 20th 

Darryl F. Zanuck stresses how 
he has averaged his costs down 
$450,000 per picture for the last 
26 pictures, “but you can’t beat 
competition, if they bid ‘em up.” 
He mentions how Gregory Peck, at 
$40,000 under his old 20th-Fox con- 
tract, may go to $250,000 per pic- 
ture if Charles K. Feldman agents 
that David O. Selznick package of 
stars on lend-lease for two or three 
years to Warner Bros. or any other 
studio (he has offered them around 
to several). This includes Selznick’s 
Alida Valli, Shirley Temple and 
John Agar, Louis Jourdan, half of 
Robert Mitchum’s contract, half of 
Peck, plus others, but not includ- 
ing Jennifer Jones (slated to be- 
come Mrs. Selznick this spring). 
It’s Selznick’s idea to work abroad 
two or three years, hence this 
move. 

Spitz-Goetz Gripe 


Leo Spitz and Bill Goetz, pro- 
duction heads at Universal-Inter- 
national, have another gripe. It’s 
about exhibitors. They state that 
“if any studio makes a $2,000,000 
stinker, they may be more inclined | 
to give better terms than if we 
make a good one that costs only 
$400,000 or $500,000. The exhibi- | 
tors set the terms on the negative | 
costs. That isn’t fair.” U sales man- 
ager Bill Scully and the new pub- | 
ad head, David A. Lipton, concur | 
that, with judicious merchandising, 
better prices can be had, however. 
Scully gave case-history evidence 
of better terms with divorcement 
and split-up pools in certain terri- 
tories. 

Sam Goldwyn and Walter Wan- 
ger likewise attest to the need for 
return-to-showmanship and more 
aggressive selling. Goldwyn is al- | 
ways a stormy petrel on terms, | 
selling away to anybody at the 
best price. Wanger accents how 
the RKO selling organization is 
getting results in merchandising 
“Joan.” 

Robert T. Kane, who figured on | 
the production executive end with 
Eagle Lion during the making of 
“Canon City” and “T-Men,” sup- | 
ports the Spitz-Goetz-Scully gripe 
about exhibs, by citing that “Char- | 
lie Skouras fought us on both these | 
pictures, which, as the boxoffice | 
reports in VaRiETYy attested, did 
business across-the-country. Skour- 
as just said he ‘didn’t want to set 
up a new classification for Eagle 
Lion.’ ” 

Common consensus is that while 
the big ones do big business and 
the intermediaries suffer, the les- 
ser ones need support because it’s 
to the exhibitors’ best interests 
that the entire industry 


Sell popcorn and make a profit 52 
weeks a year on candy and soda 
alone? After all, there are only 
just that many topnotchers in any 
business, and the rest must be 
averaged off,” stresses Spitz. 


East-West Feud 


The usual east vs. west feudin’ 
still going. on. -One malcontent 
Points up that 10 years ago one 
, Major company’s profit was $600,- 
> In ’48 it was $11,000,000. 
Course he doesn’t take into consid- 


eration the spiral upwards in base | 


Costs and the considerably appre- 
Clated investments, accenting “Why 


those guys in New York beef | 


so much?” To this L. B. Mayer 
Points out that not since 1923 has 
etro had only a $5,000,000 net 
Profit, as evidence of how much 
80es into an industry where, com- 
paratively, “so little” is taken out. 
xecutives will point out that, 
°r capital investment, there are 

er businesses which také out 
“thi more. Wanger says that 

$ being the fourth or fifth 
Best industry is hooey; its about 


Speeds Adjustment 


Continued from page 1 


stays | 
healthy. “Otherwise, how can they | 


Of | 











don’t forget radio reaches many 
millions more than television does, 
or perhaps ever will, coaxial cable 











the 40th, when you consider that 
all combined we are a $500,000.000 
business, and Sears-Roebuck alone 
is a-two-billion business.” 


There are sundry other findings 
and conclusions on the business. 
While the theory and the crystal- 
gazing seems to be an unusually 
popular indoor sport, picture-mak- 
ing is seeing an upbeat. The shut- 
tered studios are readying for re- 
newed activity. Metro and 20th, 
of course, are the most active with 
several picture in work on both 
lots. The backlot workers sense 
new responsibilties and give a bet- 
ter day’s work. Mayer and 7anuck 
are naturally proud of their plants 


going full blast. Those with cur- 
tailed or suspended operations 
seem apologetic but stress that 


February-March will see a general 
upbeat. 

The indies, of course, are 
caught between the stalemate of 
dr:ed-up financing and the uncer- 
ta.nty of what divorcement will do 
in improving the merchandising 
lot of the unaffiliated producer. 


Always Be Pictures, 
Regardless of Video 


That there will always be a pic- 
ture business is the end thinking, 
after all the refinements of master- 
minding television have been di- 
gested. And if the standard of TV 
will be the B picture—and vice 
versa—that’s all right, too, with 
Hollywood, Then they’ll make one 
kind of product for video; and just 
bear down on the top-quality pix 
to bring them out of the home to 
the theatre. 

Jack L. Warner, optimistic over 
the pic industry’s future despite 
TV competition, observes ‘‘that it’s 
not as if the picture business has 
the measles; plenty of people are 
going to the movies. But we gotta 
Rive ’em more realism and less 





M-G’s Brushoff to TV 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


While Louis B. Mayer, 
Metro’s studio head, intimated 
that his company would not 
have anything to do with tele- 
vision, another company 
spokesman was even stronger 
on the subject. In response 
to a press inquiry, this exec 
declared: “Neither television 
sales nor production will be 
discussed at these meetings. 
We have not sold television in 
the past and we won’t in the 
future.” 

“During the past year, we,. 
have been approached on the 
subject of video as has every 
other company,” exec con- 
tinued. “Our answer to those 
propositions has been a firm 
‘no.’ Our field men have been 
notified that such is and will 
be our answer. Our first con- 
cern is to protect the exhibitor. 
That will continue to be our 
policy.” 








fancy stuff. The arty stuff is great 
for the critics but my best answer 
is the $3.500.000 that “Wild Irish 
Rose” did and the $1.500,000 that 
“Sierra Madre,” with all its raves, 
grossed. And that’s why I'm tell- 
ing my producers to get down to 
make movies that move and cut 
out the art stuff. 


“As for the theatres, even Uncle 
Sam recognizes we need these 
showcases. You see how they're 
okaying keeping certain key houses 
because, without them, we just 
can’t survive. And as for all that 


hooey I hear that ‘everybody in 
New York stays home on Tuesday 
night to look at Milton Berle on 


the television,’ that’s not so, be- 
cause our Broadway Strand grosses 
still show that we do just as well 
on Tuesdays.” 


Laconic Joe Schenck 


Joe Schenck, who is seeking out 
on his 20th-Fox contract to go 
100% into exhibition with the 
United Theatres (Naify) chain, Is 
laconic about TV. “Sure they may 


| stay glued to their television sets, 


aS they have been with radio for 
some special event, sports or topi- 
cal, but they all want to get out of 
‘the house. This talk I hear around 
‘the studio about certain Beverly 
Hills and Bel-Air producers who 
have their ‘own special television 
rooms’ is so much bosh.  _ 
“Millions of homes comprise only 
‘one or two rooms, and the people 


or otherwise. But the nature of the 
American people is to get out and 
have a good time and mix.” 


There are opinions that vaudeo 
will revive vaudeville and thus re- 
vitalize the combination picture 
houses. The sagest conclusion is 
that “the obvious won’t happen in 
television as it did with radio. 
Video is here; it’s big already, and 
will be bigger, and may hurt be- 
fore it helps the picture business— 
or all of show business—but no- 
body’s an expert in television. Any- 
body’s guess, theory or deduction 
may come to pass.” 

It’s a cinch Hollywood and tele- 
vision must go steady, whether 
they like it or not. And where 
exhibs may complain that a radio 
personality’s new value—sight— 
may militate against the boxoffice. 


others feel it may help. Bing 
Crosby kinescoped on TV may 
hypo Crosby in a full-length fea- 


ture in a theatre even though the 
two media are now closer than the 
radio vs. films equation. Or it may 
be that other new _ personalities 
may emerge. It’s anybody’s guess. 

And there’s no bones made of 
the fact that if it comes to theatres 
bidding against television for film 
product, that’s all right, too, so far 
as Hollywood is concerned. The 
exhibs, of course, take the posi- 
tion that the distributors would be 
“throwing over lifetime custom- 
ers,” pointing to their 17,000 the- 
atres; but the producer-distribu- 
tors have little sympathy with 
most exhib organizations _ because 
of the time-honored trade hassle 
over terms and playdates. 
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St. Louis. St. L. 


“Blue Moon,” “This Can’t Be 
Love,” and ‘Making Whoopee,” but 
also uncorked unusual ability at 
the drums. 

Dorsey’s finale, “Finger Busters” 
on the clarinet also scored heavily. 
Jack E. Leonard, corpulent come- 
dian, dished out an assortment of 
zany stuff, including some new gags 




















and an impresh of Fred Astaire 
doing a dance routine that also 
won the mob. 

The Carrolis Sisters, offer a 
combo classical and acro dance 


routine, the latter being the better. 

Claire Hogan, a willowly thrush 
with a nice set of pipes, with “A 
Little Bird Told Me,” “Don't 
Worry About Me” and “Pussy Cat 
Song.” 

Maynard Ferguson, talented trum- 
peter in the band set the palm 
pounders into action with his in- 
terp of “Rhapsody in Blue” and 
“Body and Soul.” 

Dorsey’s youngsters sock over 
“Basin Street Blues,” the teeoff of 
the program, “Muskrat,” “Big 
‘ Noise,” and ‘Sunrise.” Sahu. 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 4. 


| Tip, Tap & Toe, Dinning Sisters 
| (3), Barbara Ann Scott, Nip Nel- 
son, Louis Basil Orch; “Words and 
Music” (M-G). 


Current layout has all the ear- 
marks of becoming one of the top 
grossers in the past six months. 


Stage fare is as strong a draw 
as the pic. 
Barbara Ann _ Scott, Olympic 


figure skating champ, makes an ex- 
ciging appearance. Theatre brought 
in natural ice rink with skater 
working in front of winter scene. 
Her solo work, first as Dutch maid 
and then in spangles and parasol 
for “Buttons and Bows,” is socko. 
She does some sensational twirls 


and winds act with spins for plenty | 


applause. 

Tip, Tap & Toe open the show 
with fast tapstering atop special 
platform. Sepia trio get heavy re- 
sponse with challenge stint and 
other slick routines. 

Dinning Sisters, radio and re- 
cording artists, score with their 
off-the-beaten-path choice of tunes. 
With the exception of one pop 
number, other three songs’ belong 
in the rhythm category, which gals 
do extremely well. Ginger Din- 
ning leads the chants with “Ma, 
He’s Making Eyes at Me,” with 
trio seguing into “Far-Away 
Places.” Trio swings back with 
boogie beat on “Big Foot Pete.” 
Encore with “Harlem Sandman 
for solid returns. 

Nip Nelson rings the bell with 
his takeoffs of Pee Wee Hunt do- 
ing “12th Street Rag” and Har- 
monicats doing “Peg O’ My Heart 
on mouth-organ. Lad also gets 


want to get out and mingle. And | 


acts in expert fashion. 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 9 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 

whether full or split week. 

Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) Loew; (MM) Moss; 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 








NEW YORK CiTy, CHICAGO 
Capitol (lL) 9 Chicago (P) 2 

Arthur Godfrey Nip Nelson 

Talent Scouts Tip. Tap & Toe 

Jerry Bresler O Barbara A Scott 
Music Hall (1) 10 Dinning Sis 

G & F Szony } Oriental (1) 3 


Paul Winchell Paul & Paulette 3 


Jean Gibbons Arnie Hartman 
Florence Hin-Low Frank Marlowe 
Robert Hayden Lester Cole Co 
Jean Letourneau Carl Sand Ore 
Rockettes HARTFORD 
Corps de Ballet State (i) 11-13 
“Vm Orc . 
a cie Ca > O 
Paramount (P) 9-13 gage Pig 
Be yd Ri eburn Bd Benson & Mann 
vi iy BR ; MIAMI 
vy ally rown Olympia oP 9 
\ionica Lewis Glenns 
Lewis & 14 an Bertica Serano 
Ridday fh pi Sonny Sparks 
Me iT es Virginia O’Brien 
H = Bobby Whaling Co 
1enny roungman NEWARK 
Fis ag Adams (1) 10 
yo ry 8 Ray McKinley Ore 
D y Mills Bros 
anny Kaye Cc . ' 
= onnie Stevens 
Calvin Jackson George Conley 
Dunhills ‘ 
ee ie : PATERSON 
Georgia Gibbs Maiestic (1) 11-13 


Strand (W) 11 
Jack Carson Co 
Marion Hutton 


Jordan & Parvis 
Jimmy Burrell 


Walter Walters Jr 
eee eee Rowe Rollins 
ave Willock St Leon Trp 
i. oe PHILADELPHIA 
ell ee Carman (1) 10 
rald Sis : +3 
Chris Cross Ore Knight Sis : 
; ay Terry Franconi 
: BALTIMORE Bobby Sargent 
Hippodrome (1) 10 Ross Wyse, Jr Co 
“Stop the Music” | READING 
Bob Russell } Rajah (i) 11-13 
Gloria Elwood | Buddy Rich Ore 
Ed Fisher Lew Nelson 
Winton & Dianne Paul Sydell 
State (I) 10-12 3 Smoothies 
The Telaks ROCKFORD 
Della Raye Palace (1) 11-13 
Allan Carrier “Grab Bag Revue” 
F & A Carroll Low, Hite & 
13-16 Stanley 
J Meyand & Eva Prince & Princess 
Prof P Garner Selandia 
Sid Raymond | Jack Davis 
Haynes & Perry | Shirley Lane 
BUFFALO | Sophisti-Skates 
Buffalo (L) 10 SPRINGFIELD 
Mage & Carr Court Sq (I) 10-13 
Stagg-McMann 3 Wallen Twins 
Ada Lynne Cortez & Paul 
Artie Dann Hanlon & Clark 
Ink Spots Joyce & Seldon 
CAMDEN Al Norman 


Towers (1) 13-15 Noble 3 
Maurice & Nadja WASHINGTON 
Joe Laurel Capitol (L) 10 
Shooting .Mansfields | Freddarys 
Larry Daniels Barry Sis 
3 D's | Alan Carney 

CHESTER Artini & Consuelo 
Stanley (W) 9 only | WATERBURY 
Ink Spots | Poli (L) 9-10 
Sam Donohue Ore Charlie Barnet Orc 
BRITAIN 

EDINBURGH | Lily Morris 

Empire (M) 7 | Randolph Sutton 
Mills Sis & Talbot O’Farrell 

Michael | Houston & Stewart 
Chico Marx | GLASGOW 
Skating Barodas } Empire (M) 7 
Tovarich Trp | Jack Radcliffe 
Dick Henderson Jr | Robert Wilson 
3obbie Kimber B & A Pearson 
Lionel King | Helen Norman 
Jose Moreno Co Joyce Edmanson 
FINSBURY PARK Matt Nixon 

Empire (M) 7 | Jacqueline Dunbar 
G H Elliott HACKNEY 
Gertie Gitana Empire (S) 7 


Ella Shields | Jimmy James 


heavy laughs with his impreshes 
of Peter Lorre, Louella Parsons 
and Spike Jones. Offs to nice re- 
sponse. 

Louis Basil house orch backs 
Zabe. 





Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, Feb. 6. 


Victor Lombardo Orch (13) with 
Kenny Williams, Gloria King; Al 
& Connie Fanton, George Conley, 


'Ted & Art Miller; “Song of India” 


(Col). 





Victor Lombardo features the 
melodic style of his more celebrat- 
ed brother Guy and succeeds in 
hanging up a pleasing sesh of 
straight-forward instrumentation. 
Utilizing five brass, four sax and 
three rhythm he opens here with 
brother Carmen’s “Powder Your 
Face With Sunshine,” followed by 
vocals of “Far Away Places” and 
“Night and Day” by band’s male 
vocalist, Kenny Williams. 

Al and Connie Fanton, mixed 
duo of youthful hoofers, punch out 
an appealing interlude and give a 
touch of added novelty’ with 
bouncing balls. Solo bit of tappery 
by male is a highlight. Lombardo 


|follows with okay arrangement of 


the “Pussy Cat Song,” after which 
George Conley offers a unique bit 
of mimicry given a different twist 
by presenting simulated celebs 
against a school days background. 
Lad has youth, appearance and 
showmanship. 

Gloria King, Lombardo’s femme 


vocalist, does “Just One of Those) 


Things” and “Manhattan Tower,” 


followed by the band pitching in. 
on “Beguine.” Ted and Art Miller, | 


| Tito Coral 


vet duo, give out with ample hoke 
built around their banjo and uke 
self-accompaniment of parodies; 


quite groovey for mixed family 


trade here. “A Little Birdie Told 


Me” by the band closes, and to. 


sock returns. 


Biz mild. Burm. 


Jose 


, Donald Peers 


A J Powers 

Lyon & Mason 
Martin & Christine 
Pauline & Eddie 


B & E Day 
LEICESTER 
Palace (S) 7 

Harry Mooney 

Victor King 

4 Kentons 

Ge Elrick 

Artemus 

Nelson Lloyd 

Music: Elliotts 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 7 

Ev: May Wong 

Vera Lynn 

Curzon 4 

Resinald Dixon 

B Llovd & Betty 


Sanders 
mmy Robbins 
Gold & Cordell 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 7 
3 Garcias 
Western Bros 


Dorothy Gray Co 
Caryl & Mundy 
Hal Mack Co 
Peter Brough 
Henderson Twins 
Gaston Palmer 
Victor Julian Pets 
SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 7 
Geraldo Ore 
Cingalee 
J Lockwood 
C Stenton 
Maxwell & 
Lonsdale 
woop 
Empire 
Frozmen 
Tarzan Jr 
Hazell 
Conky 


Lady 
Sis 

GREEN 
(S) 7 


Javen 
Maree Leyland 
Doug Wainwright 
Aces 

Charih Indra 

Allen Bros & June 
Piet Van _ Brechts 
Gerry Leader 
Collins & Elizabeth 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Bagatelle 
Dorothy Ross 


Delta Rhythm Boys | 


Maxine Sullivan 
Jose Poniere 
Bive Angel 
ballard 
Alexander 
Roger Price 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Martha Davis 
Brevoort 
Daphine Hellman 
George Kreisler 
Freddy Caye 
Jean Rose 
Syd Strange Ore 
Cafe Society 
Jack Gilford 
Jilla Webb 
Ignacio Bola 
Dave Martin Orc 
Casino Russe 
Emile Boreo 
S. Wojiekowska 
Constance Melodie 


Kay 
Chris 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Al Bernie 
Jack Gansert 
Billy Banks 
Choral Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 
El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Damiron & 
Chapuseaux 
Tina Ramirez 
Los Guer-cheros 
Vizcaino Ore 
Hote! S. Moritz 
Erwin Kent Ore 
Hotel St Regis 
Julie Wilson 
Laszlo & Pepito 
M Shaw Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo 
Hotel New Yorker 
G Benedict Ore 
Ice Revue 
Hotel Statier 
Tony Pastor Ore 
Hotel Plaza 


| Gracie Fields 
| Leo Reisman Ore 


Mark Monte Orc 
Payson Re Ore 


Nycola Matthey Or 


Hotel Pierre 
Larry Storch 
Jean Nelson 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Ralph Lane Ore 

Leon & Eddie’s 


| Eddie Davis 


Narda 
Ethel Shell 
Carewes & 
O’Connor 
Boyd Heath 
S & B Stevens 
Shepard Line 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Jackie Phillips 
Nanette 
Belle Smaro 
Joe L*Porte Ore 
D’Aauila Ore 
Hote! Savoy Plaza 
L & FE Roberts 
Irving Conn Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
Melis Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Frank Libuse 
Archie Robbins 
David Nillo 
Maria Karmilova 


| Hazel 
| Downey & Fonville 





| Steffen-Martell 8 


Elissa Jayne 
Ruth Brown 
Margot Brander 
Art Waner Ore 
B Harlow Ore 


Clique 

Fred Robbins 
George Shearing 

Copacabana 
Mitzi Green 
Carl Ravazza 
F & S Barry 
Linda Lombard 
Herb George 
Paul Godkin 
Skyriders 
M Durso Ore 


| Alvares Ore 


_ China Doll 
Ming & Ling 


| Florence Ahn 


Shanghai Twins 


| Paddy Wing 


Noro Morales Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore 
Line (7) 

Le Perroquet 
Hugh Shannon 
Marvin Raymer 

Le Ruban Bleu 
Bibi Osterwaid 
Goodman & 

Kirkwood 
3 Riffs 
Mike Brown 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 

Havana-Madrid 
Cuban Diamonds 
Roberto & Alicia 


| De Castro Sis 

| Mildred Ray Line 
| Quintero Ore 

| Argueso Orc 


Hotel Belmont-Plaza 
Ames Bros 

Viola Layne 

R & B Pickert 


| Eddie Stone Ore 
| Castellanos 


Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 

Phil Wayne Orc 

Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 


| Henry Jerome Ore 


No 1 Fifth Ave 
Owen & Murray 
Barbara Ashley 
Webster 


Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Ore 
William Adler Ore 
William Scotti 
Royal Roost 
Billy Eckstine 
Charlie Ventura 
Charlie Parker 
T Dameron Ore 
Spivy’s 
Kelly & Keating 
Spivy 
Versailles 
George Ulmer 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Red Ingle Ore 
Freddie Gray 


| Karen Tedder 


Harold Barry 


| Sinclair & Alda 


Village Vanguard 
Irene Williams 
Wally Cox 


| C Williams 


Chitisson 3 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Dorothy Shay 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk 
Art Kassel Ore 
Gloria Hart 
Lee Marx 
Jill Adams 
Harvey Crawford 


Hotel Bismark 
Cass Franklin 
Monica Moore 
Joe DeSalvo Ore 


Helsings 
Buddy Lewis 
Nino Milo 
Tony Sheele 
Frankie Hyle 
Billy Chandler Ore 
H Edgewater Beach 
Henry Brandon Ore 
Carlos & Linda 
Mary Ann Fedele 
Preston Lambart 
D Hild Dancers (12) 
Tabu 


Chez Paree 
Carmen Miranda 
Georgie Kye 
Hoctor & Byrd 
Adorables (10) 
C Davidson O (11) 

Sherman Hotel 
Ruth Ann Koesun 
Blossom Lee 
Harry Hall 


; Landre 


Kirby Hawks 
Ed Prentiss 
Bill Snyder Ore 
John Kriza 
Honey Dreamers 
Hotel Stevens 
Frankie Masters O 
Phyllis Myles 
Tommy Traynor 
Neil Rose 
Jean Arien 
Meryl Baxter 
Skating Bivdears 
Bog Turk 
Bill Keefe 
Jeannie Sook 
Charles & Lucille 
Jerry Rehfield 
Manuel Del Toro 
Elwood Carl 
Paimer House 


| Barclay Allen O 


Evelyn Knight 


|M Abbott Ders 10 


McCarthy & Farrell 
& Verna 
Blackstone 


| Florence Desmond 


D LaSalle Ore & 
Vine Gardens 

Bobby Shelton 

June Burnett 

Bob Norris 

W & J Brown 

Nelson & O'Day 
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Loyal 


Philadelphia. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Am writing you in a mood of | 


Quakers Protest That Philly 
Rates as No. 2 Legit Town to Boston 


ton as show towns: “Variety Lays 
lan Egg—But Good!” 





Quote: “Nearly all producers | 


petulance, a mood induced by your | prefer to play Boston rather than | 
Hobe Morrison’s Jan. 26 piece in Philadelphia.” Fact: During the 14) 


VARIETY. 
a comparison between Boston and 


His article dealing with, months that the undersigned has | 
been tapping out a column of legit | 


Philadelphia as theatre towns is| news in the Philadelphia Sunday | 
most annoying in its numerous dis-| Bulletin, he’s been assured by a) 


tortions and omissions. 
up a hypothesis: Boston is a bet- 
ter theatre city than Philly, even 
fhough the latter has a 
population. In examining this situ- 
ation he states “facts” such as the 
following: most producers prefer 
Boston to Philadelphia; Boston is 
good for longer runs, Philly being 
a two-week town, Boston three or 
over: Boston’s gross is larger than 
Philly’s; Boston is a press-agent’s 
dream, Philly a nightmare, due to 
the coverage of the daily papers. 

Admittedly a comparison such 
as Mr. Morrison undertook is dif- 
ficult, due to the theatre’s com- 
plexity, but it does not excuse the 
obscurity of facts. Here are a few 
pertinent ones that I add: 

1. Bostcn has seven theatres to 
Philadelphia’s four. This is men- 
tioned rather blandly as a seem- 
ingly minor matter about the mid- 
dle of his essay. Quite obviously, 
it is not. In fact, it is the most 
important item in the comparison. 
A citv like Philadelphia, with only 
half the theatres available in Bos- 
ton is at a disadvantage in regard 
to bookings. This fact affects the 
entire theatrical picture. 

(The fact that Philly has only 
four legit houses is a result, as 
well as a cause, of lack of local 
support for the theatre. The loss 
of the Broad, Garrick, Lyric, Adel- 
phi, Chesnut Street Opera House 
and Erianger followed dwindling 
attendance.—Ed.) 

2. Boston is a press-agent’s 
dream and I do not deny that 
many producers would prefer it to 
Philadelphia. But the number of 
daily newspapers is not the most 
significant item in this picture. 
The easy “going-over’” and unde- 
served praise lavished on numer- 
ous tryouts by the’ generally 
obtuse Boston critics looms large 
in the machinations of a producer’s 
mind. Those “soft” reviews spell 
advance buildups to a Broadway 
run, and with our present-day the- 
atre constituted with its hub in 
New York, this means much. 

3. Closely linked with this ques- 
tion is the item of quality. Boston 
has a repute as a town of “turkey” 
tryouts. Last season it accumulated 
24 flops out of 32 plays bound 
for Broadway (75%). Philadelphia, 
with 
fared much better (50%). 

4. He states that Philadelphia is 


13 flops out of 25 tryouts, 


He sets'long procession of producers and | 


agents that they prefer to visit} 


Philadelphia because its audiences | 
larger | serve as a first-rate gauge of patch- 


ing and paring needs. 

(Apparently producers and 
agents tell a different story in 
Philly than in N. Y.—Ed.) 

Quote: “Boston ... is good for 
longer runs than Philly.” Fact: 
That may be true of gobblers, but 
a really solid item plays to S.R.O. 
here, and could stick around in- 
definitely if schedules permitted. 

Quote: “Boston has seven avail- 
able theatres ... Philly has four.” 
And: “Philly gets slimmer legit 
bookings.” And: “Thus far in 
1948-49, there have been 36 road 
bookings i. Boston. . . Philly has 
had 32.” And: “In total business 
Boston has an edge, too.” Com- 
ment: In view of the first of these 
quotes, even a VARIETY mugg| 
should be able to figure out that | 
the other conclusions aren’t star-| 
tling. 

Quote: “A major factor in the 
legit setup in the two towns is 
the newspaper situation ... (Philly 
papers) tend to give the brush 
to legit copy, the Bulletin in par- 
ticular.” Fact: The Bulletin prints 
sizable reviews, accompanied by 
the caricatures of Jim House; 
prints spot news about the thea- 
tre, lengthy, illustrated interviews 
and feature stories, an advance 
about coming attractions every 
Saturday, and a daily theatre time- 
table. On Sundays there is, in- 
variably, a theatre column, pic- 
tures of all incoming shows, and a 
variety of feature stories and pic- 
ture stunts. 

In addition to 
straight news items, 
been illustrated interviews 
Mae West, Louis Calhern, 
Kanin and Ruth Gordon, Ferenc 
Molnar, Audrey Meadows, Eddie 
Foy, Jr.; Joseph Haves, Blackstone 
the Magician, Paul Muni, Arthur 
Miller, Lee J. Cobb. 
been a number of 
spreads, including 


reviews and 
there have 

with 
yarson 


issue on 


MOND LIL.” 


There have 
multi-picture 
three full col-| 
umns of art in one recent Sunday | 
“Death of a Salesman.” 








ee 
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CHARLES G. MARTIN 
Currently appearing with MAE 
WEST in “DIAMOND LIL” as Dan 
Flynn, the dapper conspirator who | 
plots for the love of his life “DIA- 
Another leading man 
in her life. 
CORONET THEATRE 
New York 


Stone-Sloane Sign 
6 Top Tunesmiths 
For B’way Musical 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Paula Stone and Michael Sloane 
have inked six of the nation’s top 
tunesmiths to turn out the score 
for a new revue, “Bright and 
Early,” which will bow on Broad- 
way in the fall. Composers are 
Harold Arlen, Robert Emmett Do- 
lan, Johnny Green, Johnny Mercer, 
Harry Ruby and Harry Warren. 
Hy Kraft is penning the book. 

First new show for the produc- 
ing team, last represented on 
Broadway by a revival of “Sweet- 
hearts,” the new musical will be 
budgeted at around $150,000. Pres- 
ent plans call for a Coast break- 
in late in the summer after which 
“Bright and Early” will jump di- 
rectly to New York. 

About half of the tunes already 
have been completed, and Kraft 
now is putting the finishing touches 
to the script. Understood show 
will have 10 principals, 


HARING TAKES OVER 











/weeks to two-week bookings. — 
|far, only strong grossers are being 
| spotted the fortnight stay, with 


| semester. 
| reflects the growth of Cleveland as 


DREW THEATRE ON LL. 


Forrest C. Haring, Dwight Deere 
All told, at the Bulletin advertis- Wiman’s general manager, will do 
ing rate of $1 a line, the legitimate a strawhat season at the John Drew 


More Program Billing for Actors — 
On Broadway—But Not in Paid Ads 





Hanna, Cleve., Expands 


To 2-Week Bookings 


Cleveland, Feb. 8. 
Hanna theatre, which was a split- 
week stand only 10 years ago, is in 
process of expanding from ‘oe 
oO 


moderate draws limited to the solo 
The added playing time 


a legit town. 

The two-week schedule will be 
followed for “Brigadoon,” which 
arrives March 14, with “Streetcar 
Named Desire” also set for a fort- 
night starting March 28. In the 
interim, the house will have single- 
week stands by “Annie Get Your 
Gun.” “Medea” and “The Heiress.” 
Current on a solo-stanza is the 


Harald Bromley-Eddie Rich-Dean | 


Goodman production of “O Mis- 
tress Mine.” 

House has one other definite 
booking, a two-week engagement 
of “High Button Shoes,” starting 
May 9. Possibilities for fortnight 
dates are “Make Mine Manhattan” 
and “Inside U.S.A.” First shows 
to try two-week stands were 
“Oklahoma!”, “Bloomer Girl” and 
“Voice of the Turtle,” all as ex- 
periments in previous seasons. 

Hanna, a 1,435-seater, is man- 
aged by Milton Krantz. 





Ballet Theatre Resumes 
Next Month; Five-Week 
Met Booking Is Problem 


Reactivated Ballet Theatre, 
which forewent a fall and winter 
season this year for the first time 
in its 10-year-old history, will re- 
sume this spring. It will dance a 
three week engagement at the Met 
Opera House, N. Y., starting April 
17, preceded by a short tour of 
eastern cities beginning March 21. 

Director Lucia Chase is com- 
mitted to 40-performances, or five 
weeks of occupancy, at the Met, 
which will cost her about $40,000. 
Troupe might extend its three- 


week stay if biz warrants, and if | 
Chase will have to lose | 


not, Miss 
two weeks’ house guarantee. Extra 
fortnight has been offered to other 
takers, with house thus far only 
booked outside for two nights. 
Troupe has been auditioning 


theatre has received $13,650 worth’ Memorial theatre, East Hampton, new members, since ballerina Ali- 


of free space during the past five L. L, 


weeks. 


a two-week town, Boston a three-| be, from where the writer of the son of stock, starting June 27. ; 
He’ll continue his g.m. duties! about 30 dancers, which, after a 


week one. Why? “Theatrical cli-| 


VARIETY article sits. But maybe he 


mate” is suggested. Again the num- should revisit his old home town with Wiman. 


ber of available theatres enters in. | 
But actually the statement is un-| 
true. Philly has played numerous 
three-week engagements this sea- 
son. 

5. Philly’s theatres have, on the 
average, a somewhat larger Ca- 
pacity than those in Boston. This 
has direct bearing on the length 
of the run. There are only a cer- 
tain number of potential customers 
for any show. If the theatre is 
smaller, the customers must be ac- 
commodated by a “spread-out” 
over a longer period. Such is Bos- 
ton’s case, in part. 

6. To date, this season, Boston’s 
theatre receipts have been $1,500,- 
000 to Philly’s $1,250,000. But Bos- 
ton has played 97 theatre weeks 
to Philly’s 65. Where does Mr. 
Morrison get his idea that Boston 
has more “theatrical climate?” A 
comparison of figures does not in- 
dicate this. 

7. Philly has a liberal attitude 
toward the theatre that Boston 
could never boast of. We do not 
ban “Iceman Cometh” or “Trio.” 
We do not purge “Dark of the 
Moon” or “Mr. Roberts.” Produ- 
cers with plays of social significance 
would be foolish to prefer Boston 
of the Back Bay bans. 

In conclusion, I should like to 
state that Mr. Morrison could have 
aided theatre business in Philly 

if he had pointed out some of these 
significant facts that he ignored. 
Sidney Musicant. 





| 
‘Variety’ Lays an Egg? 
Philadelphia. | 

Editor, VARIETY: 


once in a while. 
VARIETY staffer, who wrote the 
piece, hails from Philly.—Ed.] 
Cordially, 
Harry Harris, 
(Philly Eve. Bulletin.) 


‘RAZE ROOF’ SEEKS 
TO HOLD ON IN CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Although “Raze the Roof” post- 
ed Feb. 12 closing, ending Chi stay 
after a ns.g. month, production 


is attempting to hang on for three 
additional weeks. Announcement 
in dailies claimed show would dis- 
band in Chi Feb. 12 “because of 
previous commitments by some of 
the principals.”’ Show got critical 
nixes from Daily News’ Syd Harris 
and Chi Tribune’s Claudia Cas- 
sidy. 

American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists sent cards to their members 
and friends, appealing for sup- 
port of the show, since Jerry Les- 
ter, Ada Leonard, Weir Bros., and 
others in cast were AGVA acts. 
Card also stated desire to keep 
show in Chi for a few months. 

Production needs around $13,400 
to break even, having garnered 
around $16,000 in its second and 
third weeks. 








‘Yankee’ for Dallas 
Dallas, Feb. 8. 
“The Magnificent Yankee,” b 
Emmet Lavery, will be Dallas lit- 


tle theatre’s fourth 1948-49 pro- | 


Suggested headline for VARIETY’s duction, March 10-12. 


recent (Jan. 26) fabrication about 


James Shelburne will play the 


the relative s.a. of Philly and Bos- Oliver Wendell Holmes lead. 


[Hobe Morrison, 





Chase Barn’s July 12 Bow 
Whitefield, N. H., Feb. 8. 

| Chase Barn playhouse will open 

here July 12 for its 12th season, 


| with Margaret Hazlewood manag- 


{ing director and Lucy Chase 
{Sparks producer. Strawhat will 
| have an Equity company and will 


continue its policy of no guest 
stars and no tryouts. 
Theatre, started in 1934 by the 


late Will Chase, onetime music 
editor of the N. Y. Times, is known 
especially for its “opera chairs,” 
Fe a red tapestry seats from th 

et. . 


Miller to London For 
| Morley Replacement 


_ With Robert Morley due to with- 
draw late in April from the lead- 
ing part in “Edward, My Son,” at 
the Martin Beck, N. Y., co-producer 
Gilbert Miller sailed for London 
‘last week to seek a replacement. 
His professed mission, however, 
was to see the West End produc- 
tion of “Antigone.” Meanwhile. 
the original edition of “Edward” 
, continues at the Lyric in London. 
| Immediately after leaving the 
cast of “Edward” on Broadway 





Morley will go to Paris to co-star | 
_with Edana Romney and Zachary | 


| Scott in “Lovers of Rachael,” to be 
| filmed by Rudolph Cartier. He 
then goes to Australia to appear 
in three plays, the first of which 
will be “Edward.” 


| 





Violinist Jascha Heifetz recitals 


| Feb. 14 at the Masonic Temple, | 
| Detroit. 


this summer. Haring, who 
took a year’s lease on the house, 

Is that what VARIETY means by with option for four more sum-'not planning to return. 
“giving the brush” to legit? Could mers, will present a 10-week sea- 


cia 


onso formed her own troupe, Bal- 
let Alicia Alonso, 


|highly successful Cuban tour, has 
wor month of bookings in Mexico 
}and South America to fill through 
ito May. Ballet Theatre will have 
|most of its other principals back, 
including Igor Youskevitch, Nora 
Kaye, Nana Gollner, Hugh Laing 
‘and John Kriza. Youskevitch, who 
‘was dancing this winter with Miss 
|Alonso, had to return because he’s 
under yearly contract to Ballet 
Theatre. BT is borrowing Maria 
Tallchdef, Jocelyn Vollmar and 
others from the N. Y. City Ballet 


Co. as guest stars to augment its | 


roster. Janet Reed is back after a 
| three-year layoff. 

| ‘Ballet Theatre is going into the 
Met at a $3 top, to match the top 
(of Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 


|which danced at the Met last fall. | 


‘Last time Ballet Theatre danced 
at the Met, a year ago last spring, 
its top was $4.80. Ballet Theatre 
plans a full season next year, with 
a full-scale national tour and a 
New York engagement. 
some question where Ballet Thea- 
tre would dance in N. Y. next sea- 
son, since the Met is taken up by 
Ballet Russe and City Center has 
its own troupe. If no booking time 
is available at the Center, a Broad- 
way house would be sought. 


‘Show Boat’ for Atlanta 
Atlanta, Feb. 8. 

Tower theatre has booked “Show 
Boat,” with Billy House in Captain 
Andy role, for six-day, eight-per- 
ae engagement starting Feb. 

Also coming to Tower is “Okla- 
homa!” for three days, four-show 
date starting March 10. 

Tower plays films when foots 





‘are not lighted. 


Alonso and 12 dancers from | 
‘the company are now in Cuba and | 
Miss Al- | 


consisting of 


There’s | 


+ Featured program billing for 
| non - principal 
|cases relative unknowns 


players, in some 
: » is ap. 
parently a growing Phenomenog 
| of legit. In some instances it is now 


| being carried to extremes. with the 


| listing of names that are meaning. 
less to audiences and virtually in. 
| distinguishable in the show. How. 
| ever, there is a 


sharp distinct 

| between billing in the Stonram cal 
_In newspaper ads. In the later a 
cost factor is involved, so fairly 
strict standards have been main- 
tained. 

About half the current Broad- 
way productions give generous pro- 
gram billing, but comparatively 
conservative name mentions in the 
alphabetical ad index in the dailies 
In one instance, 13 players get 
name credit in the program, but 
none in the ad. In another. 10 
names listed in the program are 
omitted from the ad. In a third, 12 
cast members with program billing 
| are not mentioned in the ad. 
Virtually all decisions as to bill- 
ing are covered in a player's con- 
tract, so the matter is usually one 
of the principal questions in ne. 
| gotiations. It is, of course, closely 
|related to salary, since actors are 
frequently willing to take less 
money in return for favored billing, 
Thus, managements sometimes are 
generous with billing in order to 
keep down the payroll and, as a 
result, the extent of program 
| credits is occasionally a tipoff that 
|the production has a_ skimpy 
| budget. 

Primary object of name billing 
is to exploit popular players as a 
| boxoffice hypo. Thus, the deter- 
mining factor in billing is supposed 
to be the actor’s potency as an 
audience draw. However, star or 
featured billing has usually been 
|} extended in recognition of a fine 
performance. 

In such cases it has helped estab- 
lish the player as a boxoffice name 
and thereby bolstered the theatre 
as a whole. This general rule has 
largely been followed in the case 
of stardom, but has been progres- 
Sively broadened in the case of 
featured billing, particularly in 
program listing. 

Salary Cut Swap 

Only player raised to stardom 
on the strength of a performance 
on Broadway this season was Anne 
Jeffreys, who received the upped 
billing after getting individual 
raves in “My Romance,” even 
| though the show was generally 
panned. In that case, exploiting 
the actress-singer was figured a 
| probable boxoffice come-on, as she 
already had a moderate rep through 
‘her click in the musical version 
|of “Street Scene” and as a film 
| player. 
| In one fairly recent case, a 
| featured comic in a Broadway show 
'was given more prominent billing, 
| reportedly in swap for a salary cut 
| after the show was a proven box- 
| office success. Another angle of 
| Star-creating was illustrated some 
| seasons ago when a femme lead in 
/a borderline play received star 
| billing, which was exploited in dis- 
| play ads at the same time the man- 
|}agement began using a cut-price 
| gimmick. In that instance, the 
stardom was regarded as synthetic, 
‘and the actress was never again 
|Starred. Program for a_ recent 
opening gave featured billing to 
/one player who wasn’t even in the 
| cast. 

Some managements try to main- 
tain standards as to billing of 
players (and usually authors, com- 
posers and directors as well). This, 
too, is almost always a matter of 
‘contract. Some managements give 
themselves billing in the ads and 
others do not. In some cases there 
appears to be no set procedure. 
For instance, in the daily index ads 
the Theatre Guild bills itself as 
presenting “Carousel,” at the City 
Center, N. Y., and “My Name Is 
_Aquilon,” at the Lyceum, N.Y., but 
/not “Silver Whistle,” at the Bilt- 
more, N.Y. } 

Programs for Guild shows bill 
Theresa Helburn and Lawrence 
Langner as co-directors of the 
‘organization and usually again as 
\supervisors of the production. In 
‘general, billing is more liberal on 
musical shows than straight plays. 


Allan Jones has been signed 4 
the Civic Light Opera Assn. 
sing the lead in “Firefly. whic 
opens at th ‘sonic Temple, De- 





j troit, Feb. 15-20. 
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Lotito Called on Carpet to Explain 
Stand on ‘Overpaid’ Press Agents 


Louis A. Lotito, president of City + 
houses, Inc., and manager of | 
the Martin Beck, N. Y., has been) 
called to account by the Assn. of | 





Earl Robinson, Will Geer 
For Coast ‘Cradle’ Preem 


Theatrical Press Agents & Man- 


agers 
a recent 1 
Morehouse; in the N. Y. Sun. 
has been instructed to appear be- 


Florida. 
Meanwhile, the board wired him 


to ask whether, in view of his) 


membership in the League of N. Y. 
Theatres, the producers’ and thea- 
tre owners’ organization, he feels 
that his alleged statements should 
disqualify him from remaining in 
the union. Before leaving for 
Florida, Lotito said he was mis- 
quoted in the interview, but More- 
house has since offered to appear 
before the union board to attest 


to the accuracy of the quoted | 


statements. 

According to the Sun interview, | 
Lotito expressed the opinion that | 
pressagents are overpaid and 
should not be permitted to handle 
more than-a single show at a time. 
He was quoted as explaining that 
some such economies are necessary 
if rising theatrical costs are to be} 
brought down. Ironically, the 
same interview noted that as City 
Playhouses head and Martin Beck | 
manager, Lotito is a ‘“six-theatre | 
man.” 

Both Morehouse and members 
of the ATPAM board have ex- 
pressed regret that Lotito has be-| 
come involved in the situation. But 
despite their personal liking for, 
him, the union officials assert that 
the statements tend to be detri- 
mental to the welfare of the or- 
ganization and its members. 

Lotito is not due back from vaca- | 
tion until early in March. 


‘Whistle’ Clearing 
43G Operating Profit 
On Current 216 Biz 


The Theatre Guild’s’ surprise 
elick, ‘“‘The Silver Whistle,” at the | 
Biltmore, N. Y., is clearing about | 
$4,500 weekly profit at its present 
boxoffice pace of around $21,000. 
It has earned back approximately 
$20,000 of its original $35,000 in- 
-vestment. Its minimum operating | 
cost is around $10,000, with Jose 
Ferrer getting 10% of the gross as 
star. 

Production, originally done at 
Westport, Conn., cost about $20,- 
000, but lost in the neighborhood 
of $10,000 during its tryout tour, 
so the outlay to raise the curtain 
in New York came to around $30,- 
000. On that basis, it’s a strong 
bet to pay off the numerous small 
backers, some of whom were in the 
original strawhat cast. Ferrer is 
understood to have a sizable slice, 
in addition to his percentage off 
the top. 

It’s uncertain whether the star | 
will stay with the comedy beyond | 
the end of the current season. He 
has various tentative summer the- | 
atre offers, but may return for the 
fall. If not, the Guild is mulling | 
= replacements for a road | 

r. 


$110,000 ‘SHOES’ PROFIT 
ON N. Y. COMPANY 


Original production of “High 
tton Shoes,” at the Broadway, | 
N. Y., has now paid a profit of. 
$110,000 on its $200,000 invest- | 
ment. In addition, the musical has | 
earned about $40,000 in“cash re- 
serve and bonds. Show actually. 
os Sart pom gon the extra coin 
en put up by co-producer 

Joséph Kipness. aloe 
baeeond company, which was 
idgeted at $150,000 and cost about 
5,000, has repaid all but $17,- 
to the backers. Balance is ex- 
pected to be earned back within al 
ew more weeks of touring. | 
| 
‘OKLA.’ FOR ALBANY | 


W Albany, Feb. 8 | 
. -mers’ Strand, having clicked | 
ps a two-day engagement of 
will Starring Joe E. Brown, 
Weey resent “Oklahoma!” for a) 
first Starting March 28. It is the | 
Professional musical comedy | 
rooked here in recent years and | 
first 


road show to hold the 
boards for six days. 























for statements contained in| 
interview with Ward. 
He | group, has inked Will Geer to 
appear in the premiere Coast pro- 
fore the union’s governing board | duction of Marc Blitzstein’s “Cra- 
on his return from vacation in 


| even 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Contemporary Stage, local legit 


dle Will Rock,” late this month. 
Negotiations now are going on for 
a theatre. 

Stanley Coburn will direct and 
Earl Robinson will handle the mu- 


sical direction. Others in the cast 
include Ken Harvey, Herta Ware, 
Betty Holland, Tom Noel, Maidie 


Norman, Joseph Warfield, Waldo 
Winger, Analise Morgan, Martin 
Perlman, David Ellis, Henri Da- 
vidson, Robert Lowell and Jerry 
Silvern. 


Coast Borscht 





| last 


| of 
| $750,000 and $800,000. 
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Try ‘Favor’ an Coast 


| Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Miller & Chandler Productions, 
new legit outfit, makes its bow 
here Feb. 11 with “Whom the 
Gods Favor,” a new two-acter by 
Anthony Phelan at New Studio 
theatre. 

Author will be co-starred with 
Anne O’Neel under Mary Virginia 
Farmer's direction. 


Met Opera Slates 
‘Longest Tour’ 


The Metropolitan Opera Assn 
will embark on the longest tour of 
its 64-year-old history next month, 
the tour to cover over 9.700 miles 
and cost the Met over $150,000 in 
railroading. Tour is 1,200 miles 
longer than last season’s; will total 
61 performances, or one more than 
year, and take eight weeks, 
same as in ’48. The Met’s share 
the tour should run between 
Fact that 





|tour was increased over last year 


Revue Eyeing 
Natl Attention 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 
Mushrooming out from a pro- 
jected one-night venture, “Borscht- 
capades,” Yiddish variety revue, is 
readying a bid for national atten- | 
tion after becoming virtually a lo- 
cal institution. A midwest tour 


now is being set up for the show 
which, in 18 scattered but capacity 
performances at the _ 1,300-seat 
Wilshire-Ebell theatre, has grossed 


| a wow $63,000. 


Conceived and _ produced by 
Mickey Katz, the show has left lo- 
cal theatremen slightly groggy. 
Forced to play dates according to |, 
the availability of the house—and | 
bucking California’s worst winter | 
in years—“Borschtcapades” is ex- 


| tensively advertised and frequent- 


ly sold out in advance. 


Show departs from the tradition- 
al concept of Yiddish vaude and, | 
save for several typically Yiddish | 
numbers, makes the grade with 
non-Jews as well. Downtown | 
dailies, for example, hailed it en- 
thusiastically. 


Cast during the local perform- 
ances is subject to change, depend- 
ing upon availability of individual | 
performers. However, a complete | 
unit now is being worked out for | 
road purposes. Hal Zeiger, com- 
pany manager, is asking $2,000! 
guarantee per performance against | 
percentages. Projected tour will 
be only a warmup according to) 
present plans. It will run about | 
two months, after which the show 
will return here to collect more lo- 
cal gravy. Next year, however, a 
complete national tour is in pros- | 
pect. 

Katz and his Kosher Jammers, 
RCA disk artists, are starred in the | 
show. Talent used locally includes 
Phil Foster, Jackie Green, | 
Raasche, Patsy Abbott. Sylvia 
Goldberg, Joel Kaye and Pietro 
Gentile. For the road, Katz plans 
to use eight to 10 performers in 
addition to his six-piece combo. 


“Bors¢ehtcapades” teed off local- | 
ly last Oct. 17 as a one-shot ex- | 
periment. The results surprised | 
Katz and Zeiger. Since 
then, it has been a scramble to. 
get the Wilshire-Ebell, privately- | 
owned house which generally is | 
booked for months in advance and > 
is the only house in town available 
on such a basis. For the tour, 
it’s understood “Borschtcapades” | 
is aiming at houses with seating 
capacities running between 1,500 
and 2,500. 








Helen Walpole Drama 


Helen Walpole has authored a 
new drama, “Mint and Anise,” 
about the strong-willed father of a 
smalltown New England family. 
Title is taken from a quotation 
from St. Matthew. Play is a single- 
setter requiring a cast of 10. 

Authoress is also revising her 
“Confound Their Politics,” dealing 
with the struggle between Andrew 
Jackson and Nicholas Biddle, for a | 
possible outdoor production this 
summer in Tennessee. 

She’s continuing to write the 
“Stella Dallas’ radio series. i 


iis considered remarkable in face 


of the fact that the Met had to 
curtail its home season in N. Y. by 
two weeks this year because of a 
late start due to union problems. 


Tour starts in Baltimore, March 
21-22, covers Boston March 23- 


April 2, Cleveland (4-9), and Roch- | 


ester (11), company then returning 
to N. Y. for Holy Week (11-16). 

Pre-Holy Week trek as far as 
Cleveland accounts for the extra 
mileage this season. Tour resumes 
in Atlanta, April 18-20; Memphis 
(21), Dallas (22-24), Los Angeles, 
April 26-May 7; Denver (9-10); Des 
Moines (11); Minneapolis (12-14); 
Bloomington, Ind. (16-17); Lafay- 
ette, Ind. (18); St. Louis (19-21). 
Des Moines is on the list for the 
first time. Boston gets 10 days of 
opera, four more than last year. 
L. A., visited last year after a 42- 
year absence, gets a_ fortnight 
again. 

Company will use two special 
trains, carrying 317 people, more 
than ever before. These will in- 
clude 88 musicians, chorus of 90, 
ballet of 40, and 60 artists, plus 
leads, crew and other staffers. Met 


(Continued on page 60) 





Impromptu Show By 
‘Brigadoon’ Talent In 
Forced Curtain Delay 


Milwaukee, Feb. 8. 
“Brigadoon” opening at David- 
son theatre last week, found house 
sold out, with props and drops 
still not arrived from Chicago at 
curtain time. After patron squawks 


the stage manager told them of | 
the delay and asked audience to 


bear with them. Scenery got to 
theatre at 8:40 p.m. To prove de- 
lay, curtain was raised, disclosing 
members of the chorus, plus the 
leads, helping stagehands set up| 
the show. 

During procedure Pamela Brit- 
ton, comedienne; Priscilla Gillette, 
romantie lead, and Lee Sullivan} 
came downstage to sing and 
gag. Scotch pipers strode the 
aisles, and David Brooks, male 
lead, sat on orchestra rail, singing | 
requests. | 

At 10:30 p.m. | “Brigadoon” | 
opened, with audience and cast on} 


‘Mr. Roberts’ Ends First Year With 
$1,800,000-Record for Straight Drama 


+ When “Mister Roberts” plays its 
first birthday performance Feb. 18 
at the Alvin, N. Y., it will have 





Harris Huddling With 


Lee Tracy, Grant Mitchell 

Jed Harris planed last Thursday 
, (3) to the Coast to confer with Lee 
|Tracy and Grant Mitchell about 
terms for their appearances in 
leading parts of “The Traitor,” 
play by Herman Wouk, which he 
and Fred Finklehoffe are to co- 
produce this spring. 

Director-producer also saw Basil 
Rathbone in San Francisco over 
the weekend, where the actor was 
appearing in “The Heiress,” about 





their tentative deal for a revival of 
“The Green Bay Tree” next fall 
with Rathbone as star 

Harris is due _ back late this 
week. 
hO) W ki Of 

Ye 


ixon, Pittsburgh: 
~ Town Exits Legit 


Pittsburgh,. Feb. 8. 


Death knell of Nixon theatre, 
the last citadel of legit in Pitts- 
burgh, was irrevocably sounded 


last week when Aluminum Co. of 
America, which a year ago bought 
site upon which 45-year-old play- 
house’ stands, announced _ that 
wreckers would begin tearing 
down the building in the summer 
of ’50. In its place will rise a 
30-story, virtually  all-aluminum 
structure which is to house the 
approximate 1,000 Alcoa employees 
now quartered in eight different 
downtown buildings. 

Flickering hope that perhaps 
Alcoa officials might. include a the- 
atre in its blueprints was dashed 
with announcement by Aluminum 
Co. officials that one had been con- 
sidered on the first floor but had 


been found impractical, since it 
would require more space than 
they. could spare. 


So far nobody has come forward 
locally with any plans for a spot 


where touring attractions might 
continue to play. and it doesn’t 
look as if any will either. So a 


town that once had as many as 
half a dozen legit theatres will 
soon have none. 

Lot of comment has been heard 
over fact that 
house, local community theatre, 
will soon put up a $1,000,000 build- 
ing and the Civic Light Opera 
Assn., which annually sponsors a 
nine-week season of summer oper- 


(Continued on page 60) 


NATIONAL, N. Y., MAY 
SWITCH TO RADIO OR T 


National theatre, N. Y., operated | 





Pittsburgh Play- | 


grossed a total of about $1,800,000, 
believed to be a record for a 
straight play. During its first year 
the Thomas Heggen-Joshua Logan 
comedy has failed to go clean at 
only one performance (pre-Christ- 
mas week), but the week’s standee 
trade lifted the gross above ca- 
pacity. 

Other shows have played to SRO 
business for more than a year, but 
no other straight play has even 
done so in a house as big as the 
Alvin (1,357 seats) at a $4.80 top. 
For the first few months the maxi- 
mum weekly take for the produc- 
tion was just under $34,000, but 
then the scale was raised for a 
couple of rows in the rear of the 
balcony, so the possible gross was 
increased to approximately $35,000, 
including standees. With the scale 
doubled for the New Year’s Eve 
performance, the gross for that 
week was just a trifle under $40,- 
000, also a straight play record. 

Production of “Roberts” was 
budgeted for $100,000, and it has 
thus far paid off about two-to-one. 
That includes the profits from the 
Chicago company, which was fi- 
nanced at $65,000 from the returns 
on the original edition. Broadway 
production breaks even at about 
$20,000, which means that it is 
piling up additional profits at the 
rate of around $8,000-$9,000 a 
week. Chicago troupe is making 
in the neighborhood of $5,000 more. 


Leland Hayward is the producer 
of the show, but Joshua Logan, as 
co-author and director, also has a 
share of the show, as does Henry 
Fonda, the star. 





Homing London Pigeon 
Gert Lawrence Thanks 
U.S. Show Biz fer Its Aid 


London. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


It is difficult to write about my 
return to the London theatre with- 
out seeming over-emotional and 
egotistical-—that is why I was so 
anxious that my husband, Richard 
Aldrich, should be present. I felt 
that should I fail to please after 
so long an absence I+ would need 
his broad shoulder to weep on— 
yet if all went well it could never 
be the same again, and I wanted 
him there anyway. I think you can 
,judge by the British press from 
Oxford, Blackpool, Leeds, Liver- 
| pool, Manchester and London how 
ithings have gone with me and my 
play, “September Tide.” 
| Such loving devotion after so 
|/long an absence is most moving. 
'After all, these people have ex- 
perienced great suffering, priva- 
,tion and tragedy together during 
‘the 12 years I have been away 
‘from the English stage, and surely 
this gave them every excuse to 


by the Shuberts, may be switched forget all else and remember only 


from legit to radio or television. | 
House is being offered to networks | 
at a reported rental of about $75,- | 
000 a year. It is currently tenanted | 
by “Lend an Ear,” but that revue 
moves Feb. 21 to the Broadhurst, | 
with “The Big Knife” slated to re- | 
place. Presumably “Knife” would | 
have to be shifted to another the- | 


the fact that the end is not yet 
here. 


But from the very beginning in 
Oxford, the warmth of their wel- 
come was accumulative. My mail 
is filled with letters from com- 
plete strangers who saw me “when” 
or who heard my voice on the 
air from the U.S..when, during 


such friendly terms that when final | atre if the National goes over to the war, and with the volunteer 


curtain came down at 1:05 a.m. | 
it was found that only three ticket- | 
holders had requested a refund. 





Horton to Tour In 
‘Present Laughter’ 


Edward Everett Horton will star 
in a touring company of Noel Cow- 
ard’s “Present Laughter,” to be put 
into rehearsal early in March by 
C. Edwin Knill and Martin Manu- 
lis. under the latter’s direction. 
Setting from John C. Wilson’s 
Broadway production of two sea- 
sons ago won't be used, but a light- 
er one will be built. Show will be 
budgeted at about $35,000, but may 
cost considerably less. 

Knill and Manulis are already 
associated, as general manager and 
director, respectively, of Wilson’s 
revival of “Private Lives,” at the 
Plymouth, N. Y. Knill is also gen- 
eral manager of the Saint Subber- 
Lemuel Ayers production of ‘Kiss 
Me, Kate,” at the Century, N. Y. 


radio or tele. | 
WOR-Mutual, which now uses, 


new its lease on the former at a 


terprises, are trying to obtain title | 
to the Guild by taking up its mort- 
gage. There’s a chance that CBS, 
which now rents the Maxine Elliott 
as a television studio, may vacate 
it at the termination of the deal, 
possibly in favor of the National. 
With legit houses currently not in| 
demand, it’s figured unlikely that 
the Longacre would return to stage 
fare if WOR-Mutual drops it as a} 
radio spot. 


Romberg’s Tour | 


Sigmund Romberg is slated for a 
12-week concert tour, arranged by 
Harry D. Squires, opening Feb. 18 
in Worcester, Mass. It winds up in | 
New Orleans May 15. 

Touring with Romberg will be 
Jarmila Novotna, Gene Marvey 





help of fellow actors in the U.S., 
I ran a program from NBC to the 


'the Longacre and Guild as radio | BBC, called “Broadway Calling.” 
i has been reluctant to re-| Ajso there come letters of welcome 
|from those who have never seen 


|sharply upped rental. Meanwhile, | or heard of me except from others. 
‘the Shuberts, through Dorsar En- | 


So I am back like a ,homing 
pigeon and very grateful to the 
various and talented directors, pro- 


ducers in the U.S. who helped to 
|make me what I am today—TI hope 


they are satisfied, as the old song 
goes. Gertrude Lawrence. 


Return Date 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 

William Goonan, 22-year-old cho- 
rus boy iu “Allegro,” was returned 
to Pittsburgh by police from Cleve- 
land last week to face charges of 
passing $278 in worthless checks 
here while Theatre Guild musical 
was at Nixon last December. 

Goonan is charged with doing 
the same in Boston, where “Al- 
legro” played before coming to 
Pittsburgh, and in Cleveland, its 





.and Victoria Sherry. inext stop after here. 
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B'way Bookings, Guest Stars Mapped | 


To Hypo Pro Legit Stock in Honolulu 


Plans are underway for the es- 
tablishment of a professional rep- 
ertory company in Honolulu, with | 
a possibility of booking touring 
Broadway shows there. Develop- 
ment, tied in with the drive to 
have the Hawaiian Islands admitted 
to statehood, is part of a fund- 
raising and theatre-building cam- 
paign scheduled to start next fall. 


Organization in charge of the 
plans is the Honolulu Community 
Theatre, which has been presenting 
shows in various auditoriums there 
since 1935, when it was formed 
through the consolidation of a num- 
ber of local little theatre groups 
dating from 1912. Leroy Fulmer, 
managing director of the outfit, 
was in New York for several weeks 
recently conferring with officials of 
ANTA and other theatrical organi- 
zations and agencies. 

As a first step in bringing road- 
show productions to Hawaii from 
the states Joe E. Brown is being 
sought to play a guest engagement 
there next fall in “Harvey,” with 
the leading woman from his tour- 
ing cast. Negotiations are already 
in progress for the comedian to go 
te Australia to star in the Mary 
Coyle Chase play, so it’s figured 
he could stop off for the Honolulu 
date on the way. 


Except for the two leads, the 
supporting players would be re- 
cruited from local ranks, as will be 
done for the Australia engagement. 
Brown has expressed eagerness to 
make the Hawaiian appearance if 
details can be arranged, and it’s 
believed he’d be an_ especially 
strong b.o. draw in the islands be- 
cause of his USO work in the 
Pacific during the war. 

During his stay in the states, 
Fulmer also conferred with Mau- 
rice Evans about the prospect of 


the star taking his production of 


“Man and Superman” to the is-, 


lands this spring. Project fell 
through, however, as Evans had 
only a week of open time during 
his current tour. That would not 
be enough to fly the company to 
Honolulu and back and allow suf- 


ficient playing time to cover the, 


estimated $12,000 cost involved. 


Waterfront Theatre for 6,000 

Honolulu Community Theatre, 
which operates under a territorial 
charter but without subsidy, is aim- 
ing to have its own outdoor, water- 
front theatre seating about 6,000, 
plus an indoor playhouse seating 
about 1,000, as well as a work- 
shop, offices, etc. Such a plant, it’s 
figured, would provide enough ¢a- 
pacity to pay for bringing small 
touring productions there from the 
states for fortnight engagements. 
Or, in the case of musicals and 
large straight plays, the leads 
might be brought from the main- 
land, using local supporting casts 
and physical productions. The lat- 
ter procedure would have to be 
followed with shows en route to 
Australia,.where only leading play- 
ers are imported from the U. S. 

Pending its fund drive and build- 
ing program, the Honolulu group 
continues to offer a regular nine- 
production season of assorted plays 


‘its regular 


and musicals. Shows include Broad- | 


way successes, all of which are 


done with a strong local flavor, | 


plus original plays and musicals. 


One of the top successes of last | 


season; for instance, was the pro- 
duction of “Sound of Hunting,” 
the Harry Brown drama about the 
war in Italy. It was cast entirely 
from Nisei veterans of the 442d 
Battalion, which saw action in that 
campaign. 

Another success was “The Harp 

(Continued on page 59) 


Munsell, Simon, Becker 


Named Prospects For 
Equity Exec-Sec Post 


Three alternate selections for 
the permanent executive-secre- 
taryship of Actors Equity were. 
presented to the union’s council at | 
meeting yesterday | 
(Tues.). No recommendation was) 
made by the special committee, 
however, and no decision was 
reached by the council. Angus 
Duncan is acting exec-sec. 


The three names submitted by 
the committee are Warren Mun- 
sell, Sr., Louis Simon and Morti- 
mer Becker. Munsell is a legit 
company manager, former general 
manager for the Theatre Guild 
and served as a colonel in the 
Army during the war. He was re- 
cently company manager for the 
Rouben Mamoulian production of 
“Leaf and Bough,” and is current- 
ly handling the “ANTA Album,” 
to be presented March 8 at the 
Ziegfeld, N. Y. 

Simon is general manager of ' 
Veterans Hospital Camp Shows, 
successor to the USO. Becker, an 
attorney in the Jaffe & Jaffe, 
N. Y., law office, is associate 
counsel for the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, American 
xuild of Musical Artists, and has 
represented various performers 
and unions. 

Committee which presented the 
three names is headed by Mar-, 
garet Webster. 





EL PATIO TRYOUT 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Second attraction at the newly 
reopened El Patio will be “Elgie’s 
Woman,” new script by Alfred 
Aiken which will be tried out with 
a view to Broadway productign. 
Aiken and Robert Holmes will co- 
produce the one-setter, which bows 
next Tues. (15). 

Cast of five is headed by Sheila 


|Bromley. Ted B. Sills is directing. | 
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“ICELANDIA” 


An Intimate Musical on Ice 


figure was $46,000. 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Exemptions from liability for contributions under the N. Y. state 
unemployment insurance law insofar as governmental and non-profit. 
making organizations are concerned, would be amended under a bill 
introduced in the N. Y. Legislature by Assemblyman John T. Satriale 
Measure, now in the hopper, calls for such employers to make benefit 
payments in “respect to persons engaged for performance for which 
admission is charged, as concert artists, musical, singing or dancing 
soloists, orchestra conductors, musicians, choreographers, opera singers 
singers in choral groups, choruses or ensembles, dancers in ballet, and 
persons engaged in the stage directing, stage managing and prompting 
of any such performance.” If passed the act would take effect next 
June 6. 





Reviews of “Blood Wedding,” which opened Sunday night (6) at New 
Stages, N. Y., were the most sharply divided of the season. Brooks 
Atkinson, in the N. Y. Times, called it ‘‘a strangely beautiful theatre 
incantation.” Howard Barnes (Herald Tribune) headed his review 
“Obituary Notice,” and said that the show “represents almost al] the 
worst aspects of pseudo-artistic theatricals,” William Hawkins (World. 
Telegram) and Robert Garland (Journal American) were equally at 
odds. 

Notices of “Diamond Lil,” which was revived Saturday (5) at the 
Coronet, all panned the play and provided good boxoffice plugs for 
Mae West. John Chapman (News) came up with the best line, referring 
to the star as “the most gifted female impersonator since Julian 
Eltinge.” 





“Two Blind Mice,” Samuel Spewack comedy, which opens a tryout 
tomorrow night (Thurs.) at the Shubert, New Haven, is budgeted at 
$60,000, with provision for a 20% overcall. Producers and genera] 
partners are Archer King and Harrison Woodhull. 

Among the 25 limited partners the largest investor is the author, 
with a $12,000 share. Others associated with show business include 
Lawrence Blau, $2,400; Jeff Bernie, $1,200; F. J. Damis, $1,200; Norman 
W. Fuerth, $2,400; Elinor Green (Mrs. Merle -Miller), $1,200; George 
Kamen, $1,200; Kay Kamen, $1,200; N. P. Makanna, $1,200; Arthur M. 
Rapf, $6,000, and Mrs. Woodhull, $1,200. 





Production of “At War With the Army,” currently trying out in 
Philadelphia, is budgeted at $45,000, with provision for a 10% overcall, 
Producers and general partners are Henry May and Jerome E. Rosen- 
feld. Charles Ray McCallum, originally listed as co-producer, is no 
longer billed. 

Show business names among the backers include radio announcer 
Ben Grauer, $1,000; scene designer Donald Oenslager, $2,500, and pub- 
licist Edward L. Bernays, $750. Most of the other investors are the 
producers’ former fellow-students at Yale. 





As shown by Variety’s weekly running total of Broadway grosses, 
which appears on an adjacent page, complaints about allegedly poor 
business this season are unjustified. Actually, all shows during the 
season thus far have pulled a trifle heavier receipts than during the 
corresponding period of 1947-48, even though the number of weeks 
played by all shows has been considerably lower. 

It’s generally agreed, however, that both production and operating 
costs are higher this season than last, so there is probably a lower 
net on the current business. 





As a promotion move for “Richard III,” which opened last night 
(Tues.) at the Booth, N. Y., heads of English and drama departments 
of colleges and schools in the New York area attended a Monday night 
(7) preview of the Shakespeare revival, as guests of the management. 
Gratis tickets for the performance were mailed last week, with notices 
that if the recipients could not attend, the pasteboards should be passed 
along to an assistant or some other interested person. 





Robert Sylvester, N. Y. News drama editor, currently vacationing in 
Havana, narrowly escaped being shot last Sunday (30) afternoon while 
sitting at a sidewalk cafe table with his wife, Bunty Pendleton. Several 
men who had been talking at an adjacent table suddenly drew revolvers 
and began shooting at each other, while the Sylvesters crouched be- 
hind chairs. There were no casualties or arrests. 





Gross of “Carousel” was over-estimated on its recent engagement at 
the Mosque, Richmond. Theatre Guild quoted $54,000, but the correct 





Lest Bits 











Los Angeles Daily News 
Jan. 21st, 1949 


“The abundance of talent in “Ice- 
landia” a fresh Ice show venture 
which opened Wednesday at the Las 
Palmas, is recommendation in itself. 

“THE INNOVATION OF DIA- 
LOGUE, THE VOCALIZING AND 
MOTIFS COME AS A_ RELIEF 
FROM THE SAMENESS OF OTHER 
AND EVEN MORE COSTLY ICE 
PRODUCTIONS. .. .” 


Los Angeles Herald and Express 
Jan. 21st, 1949 


“ICELANDIA” UNUSUAL ITEM 
» ». a musical revue on blades, sort 
of a frozen “LEND AN EAR.” 

“The entire cast of about 20 mem- 
bers, perform with a youthful enthu- 
siasm that is refreshing. .. .” 


Valley Times, Jan. 21st, 1949 


COLORFUL SKATING REVUE 
OPENS AT LAS PALMAS. 

“The AMAZING task of producing 
a colorful Ice Revue titled “ICELAN- 
DIA” on the small stage at the Las 
Palmas Theatre has been successfully 
accomplished by a clever group of 
young skaters... 
DIRECTOR RICHARD BARSTOW 
HAS PRESENTED UNIQUE AND 
COLORFUL ENTERTAINMENT. 

“Barstow and his enthusiastic com- 
pany have created a show that con- 
tains very classy numbers. Two of 
them are the best we have ever seen.” 


JOHN RINGLING HOTEL, 


Sarasota, Florida 


Los Angeles Examiner 
Jan. 21st, 1949 


“ICELANDIA” 
SLICK REVUE 


“Attention, EAST COAST! HOL- 
LYWOOD “yokels have done it again! 

“The town has come up with an- 
other of those “hep” shows that make 
New Yorkers grudgingly admit we 
have some talent out here. The new- 
comer is titled “ICELANDIA” and is 
best described as an intimate musical 
revue on skates. 


“STAGING AND _ DIRECTION, 
CHOREOGRAPHY AND EVEN 


MUCH OF THE M C AND LYR- 


ICS ARE BY TALENTED RICHARD 
BARSTOW, WHO OBVIOUSLY 
KNOWS WHAT HE’S ABOUT. 


Tempo of the whole show is pro- 
fessional, gay and youthful. 


The 20 well designed numbers are 
Snappy, strictly modern and full of 


sparkle, 
te 


NOW 
CHOREOGRAPHING THE 
RINGLING BROS. BARNUM 
AND BAILEY CIRCUS 








| 
| 





Russell Lewis & Howard Young 
planed back to the Coast last night 
(Tues.) after a week of New York 


confabs on their 1949-50 season: 


plans for the National Light Opera 
Festival and the production of John 
Patrick’s dramatization of ‘Dick- 
ens’ “Bleak House’. “Bruno and 
Sidney,” comedy by Edward Caul- 
field, will be presented by New 
Stages after its current “Blood 
Wedding” and the next offering, 
“The Sun and I,” by Barrie Stavis 

Backers of “Kiss Me, Kate,” at 
the Century, N. Y., have received a 
return of $30,000, one-sixth of their 
original investment. “Smile of 
the World” angels last week got a 
payment of $17,000 (20%) on the 
recent Garson Kanin comedy fail- 
ure. There will probably be at least 
one more small return. 


Tony Buttitta leaves Joe E. 
Brown company of “Harvey” Satur- 
day (12) to fly to Coast, where he’ll 
be publicity director for Edwin 
Lester’s Civic Light Opera Co. 
Fred Spooner replaces as p.a. on 
“Harvey.” 

In the absence of Brock Pem- 
berton, permanent chairman of 
the committee on arrangements 
for the Antoinette Perry Awards 
dinner in N. Y., James Reilly is 
‘temporary chairman. Pemberton is 
in Florida, at Hobe £ ound, for a 
rest. He will be back, however, 
before the actual finals. 


Howard Bay, scenic designer 
who both directed and staged “As 
the Girls Go,” will be working on 
his 60th production when he starts 
on Lillian Hellman’s “Montserrat” 
this week . . . Carol Goodner and 


' Fred Hunter, members of the Mar- 


garet Webster Shakespeare Co., 
are honeymooning in the touring 
van as they barnstorm the country. 
Miss Webster has just left N. Y. 


for California to join the troupe 
at a number of colleges where 
they’re playing. 

“Skaal,” Vivian Johannes drama 
recently tried out by Margot Jones 
at the Theatre °49, Dallas, was 
presented during the summer of 
1941 by Hedgerow theatre, Moy- 
lan, Pa. 

Samuel French will publish sev- 
eral plays by William Saroyan, 
including “Sam’s Ego’s House, 
“Don’t Go Away Mad,” “A Decent 
Birth, a Happy Funeral,” “Get 
Away Old Man” and the revised 
version of “Jim Dandy” .. . Mil- 
dred Summit Satenstein, whose 
“Beside Myself” was tested last 
week by the Louisville little thea- 
tre, is polishing another comedy, 
“The Green Swing,” which Claire 
Leonard and Carl Cowl will agent 

Mario de Lavel, who plays 
Jigger Craig in “Carousel,” at the 
City Cénter, N. Y., is making first 
legit appearance in the show. He 
was not previously in the chorus, 
as stated ... Mickey Miller, show- 
girl in “As the Girls Go,” at the 
Winter Garden, N. Y., is a miece 
of David O. Selznick .. . Musical 
comedy about the life of Hans 
Christian Andersen, which William 
Eythe is interested in producing 
next season, is titled “Things to 
Remember,” with book and lyrics 
by Clyde North and score by — 
Carroll. There’s also interest 
London showing. . . Whitford 
Kane going to Bowling Green. 
(O.) to stage a student production 
of “Hamlet.” ‘ 

If Madeleine Carroll — 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” when on 
contract expires June 19, aes 
Dunne may take over the part 
the tour and film version as bag 
the balance of the Broadway ’ 
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‘Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on Variety’s 
poxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


t season: 
me This Last 
Season Season 
Number of shows current.................4. cocee 26 32 
Total weeks played so far by all shows............ 791 869 
Total gross for all current shows last week... . $689,600 $696,600 


Total season’s gross sO far for all shows... .$18,962,100 $18,626,500 
Number of new productions so far............... 46 44 





———— 
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Weather Nips Chi, But ‘Rob'ts’ $28,800, 


éyte e 9 . 9 Lastly, the St. Louis theatre pre- | that situation is that when business 
nian | treetcar 2? sented a stage show and for the | Shrinks more than usual early in 
9V * 9 first time in several years did SRO the week there’s no chance to make 


Chicago, Feb. 8. + 


Zero weather plus rain and 
heavy snow cut into b.o.’s to slight 
degree, but ovefall biz was healthy 
last week. Jerry Lester’s “Raze 
The Roof” has received cool atten- 
tion, althought weekends are sell- 


out. Production may close Feb. 12 
if midweek lulls continue. It’s the | 
reverse for newcomers “Finian’s | 
Rainbow” and “Harvey” both rat- 
ing kudos from critics and patrons. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Dante the Magician, Studebaker 
(4th week) (1,246; $3.10). Bleak 
weather left its mark here, so-so 
$10,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” Shubert (1st 
week) (2,100; $4.94). Off to boff 
start, despite heavy snow Thurs. 
(3), $40,800. 

“Harvey,” Blackstone (1st week) 
(1,358; $3.80). Rave reviews helped 
this one to sweet $18,000. | 

“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (21st | 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Near capacity | 
every performance, over $28,800. | 

“Raze the Roof,’ Great North- | 
ern (3rd week) (1,500; $3.71). Mid- 
week slumps not counteracted by 
big weekends, $15,500. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har- 
ris (19th week) (1,000; $4.33). Fat 
$20,200. 








L.A. Off; ‘Born’ $16,500, 
‘Ghosts’ Anemic $2,800 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 

Local legit nosed downward last 
week. Only “Blackouts,” which 
caters largely to a tourist trade, 
was unaffected. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 
(346th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Still $17,- 
000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Biltmore (3d 
wk) (1,636; $3.60). Started strongly, 
then slid back; $16,500 take profit- 
able but below hopes. 

“Ghosts,” El Patio (1st wk) (790; 
$3.60). Dour reopening for this 
long-shuttered house. Week’s $2,- 
800 represents about 20% capacity. 

“Icelandia,” Las Palmas (3d wk) 
(388; $3.60). 
finals tonight (8). 





Current Road Shows 
(Feb. 7-19) 
“Allegro” — Curran, Frisco (7- 


19). } 
“Annie Get Your Gun” — Aud., | 


Charleston (7-12); Hanna, 


Backslid to $4,000; 


Cleve. | bur 


‘Favorite Stranger’ 


St. Louis, Feb. 8. | 
| Eleanor Sellars’ comedy, “My | 
| Favorite Stranger,’ had plenty of 
opposition during its one-week 
| Stand that wound up at the Amer- 
ican theatre Saturday (8), Firstly, 
the crix rapped the play, except 
for the cast headed by Kay Fran- f 
cis, Paul Langton, Joel Ashley and| Legit attendance was generally | 
|Gordon Mills, who were landed. | Off a bit last week, but still holding 
|Next, rain and sleet took turns 4 healthy pace. As always, Monday 
| during the week to discourage b.o.|and Tuesday nights were light, 
|activity. Then Bob Hope and his | With receipts perking sharply be- 
‘troupe lured more than 10,000 to ginning Wednesday night and 
the Henry W. Kiel (municipal) reaching capacity at most houses 
auditorium for its one-weeker.| Friday and Saturday. Wrinkle on 








biz. good the loss by an exceptional 
“Stranger,” scaled to $3.66 in sa yg oo —a_ 
the 1,700-seat house, grossed ap- shit at wal a show “ to iffe a t 
proximately $14,000 for eight per- |), 40 ra ae 
Beas i theatres. Goodbye, My Fancy 
ormances. ioe ; ss . a 
- : las moved from the Morosco to 
‘s The Rodgers-Ha mmerstein the Fulton to make room for 
Show Boat teed off a one-week “Death of a Salesman.”’ “Along 
date at the American last night Fifth Avenue” transfers from the 
(Monday). Piece is scaled to $4.27. Broadhurst to the Imperial, with 





“Lend an Ear” shuttling from the 
National to the Broadhurst. “The 
Big Knife” is due Feb. 24 at the 
National. With “Inside U. S. A.” 
| leaving the Broadhurst next week 
| to go on the road, that house will 

| be available for “South Pacific,” 

ithe new Rodgers-Hammerstein 


-Dulll2Gin Hub; =" 


| 
Estimates for Last Week 


e Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
Uni Oc M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


ash for Love,” Hellinger (2d 
’ | Wk) (R-1,543; $6). Dipped below 
" 3 at Boston, Feb. 8. the thin opening week, but bank- 
The Big Knife” (John Garfield), | roller Anthony B. Farell is carry- 
| at the Plymouth, and “They Knew | ing out his expressed intention of 
What They Wanted,” at the Shu-| giving the musical a run: new 
bert opened against each other last | sketches being added and the show 
| week. The first got slightly mixed | redirected: $12,000. | 
| notices, the second raves, and biz “Along Fifth Avenue,” Broad- | 
was correspondingly apportioned. hurst (4th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Eased | 

Estimates for Last Week off with the trend, but kept a satis- 


“At W With the A ” -, | factory margin at $31,000. 
Od ps “1.200: $3.60. “Anne of 1,000 Days,” Shubert 


Garfield- Knife’ 





(14-19). | Gained a little on second week in| ‘9th wk) (D-1,387; $4.80). Another | 


“At War With the Army”’—Lo- 
“Blackouts of 1948”—E] Capitan, 


' | town, farce doing a fairly good esti- | excellent week; under $32,000. | 
cust, Philly (7-19). |mated $11,000. 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 


Moved out Sat! (1434 wk) (M-1,472: $6.60). Moved 


(5), 


Held to 146 in St. Loo Biway Spotty; ‘Madwoman’ $23,300, 
Diamond Lil’ Opens Big, ‘Kate’ 466, 
Heart’ Sad $2,800 Ist Full Week 


(16th wk) (C-1,082; $4.80). With 
the end of theatre parties, business 
has been below capacity, but still 
plenty of operating profit at 
about $20,000. 

“Light Up the Sky,” 
(12th wk) (C-1,035; $4.80). 
other strong week: $23.100. 

“Love Life,” 46th St. (18th wk) 
(M-1.319; $6). Getting about the 
break-even figure, but eased a bit 
more to $25,800. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Belas- 


Royale 
An- 


co (5th wk) (C-1,077; $4.80) has 
climbed to hefty attendance and 
holding the pace; $23,300 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (51st 


wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). The stand- 
ard SRO entry of the list; only the 
number of standees vvries; $34,900. 

“My Name Is Aquiion,” Lyceum 
(CD-990; $4.80). Philip Barry 
adaptation of play by Jean Pierre 
Aumont, presented by the Theatre 
Guild; opens tonight (Wed.). 

“Private Lives,” Plymouth (18th 
wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). With its low 
nut and long preliminary tour, this 
is one of the top moneymakers of 
recent seasons; $21,000. 

“Red Gloves,” Mansfield (9th 
wk) (D-1,041; $4.80). End of the- 
atre parties apparently hasn’t hurt 
much so far; getting a moderate 
operating profit at $22,000. 

“Richard III,” Booth (D-712; 
$4.80). Shakespeare revival, pre- 
sented by Herman Levin; opened 
last night (Tues.). 

“Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (11th 
wk) (C-920; $4.80). Proving a 
solid draw; $20,200. 

“Streetcar Named Deside,” Bar- 
rymore (62d wk) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
Still a potent audience-puller; 
near-capacity pace is great for a 
serious play in its second year; 
$25,100. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(17th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Eased a 
little from its fine previous week; 


‘1h. A. (7-19). 


BROWN-‘HARVEY’ SRO |) *B2rm Yesterany"—itmore, 
$21,500 IN TORONTO i2rissioen", tat Cincy ia 


Montreal, Feb. 8. Dante—Studebaker, Chi 


Shubert-Lafayette, Det. (14-19). 
The.Joe E. Brown company of “Desert Song”. fe Roch. (7- | 


“Harvey” played last week to a g). . 19). : 
sellout at His Majesty’s. Advance 8); Erlanger, Buff. (9-12); Royal 








up the closing date to this Saturday | limited capacity downstairs cuts 


“Born Yesterday”—Biltmore, L. |,,52" Carlo Opera Co., 


Opera | 
House (2d week) (3,000; $3.60. Ten | 


performances in second week did | 


very well, only one or two per- 


of snow and rough going. Esti- 


mated $24,000, not bad. 


(7-12): | formances letting down on account | 


“The Big Knife,” Plymouth (1st 


week) Notices on 


night (12), but the road edition will | the possible gross; $35,800. 


continue; rose a bit to $29,800. 
“As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 

den (12th wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). 

Midweek matinees still the only 


business; trifle under $53,000. 


“Blood Wedding,” New Stages | 











notices and the Brown personality 
drew heavily against lukewarm re- 
views, whose chief complaint fea- 
tured the fact that there was too 
much Brown and not enough play. 

This 1,579-seat house was scaled 
to $3.38 top and picked up a near 
$21,500. House will be dark for 


several weeks with the exception | 


of concert acts and the Blackstone 
company next week, as most road 
shows consider this theatre out of 
the way and a risk. 





‘Harvey’ Extended in Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 8. 


Because of rave reviews and 
usky b.o., “Harvey,” with Frank 


Fay, at Blackstone theatre, extends | 


its stay ‘to March 5, a week longer 
than original Feb. 26 closing. De- 


' Spite Joe E. Brown’s near-year run 


in the farce here in ’46-’47, pres- 
cnt company registered $18,000 in 
first week. With bad weather 
ne up, “Harvey” is expected 
© z0om upward, as mail and ad- 
vance orders increase. 

oat extension necessitated can- 
os ling dates in Kalamazoo, South 
a and Toledo, but company 
; 1 play bookings after 
Ollowing Chi stay. 


a 


Honolulu Stock 


Continued from page 58 


. the Willows,” by John Kneu- 
uhl, assistant director of the or- 
tion and its staff playwright. 
author, a native playwright, 


rte wee of the Yale drama 


themes. 


Detroit 












The group builds all its 


Own physical productions, from de- | 


Signs hb 
Broadw., Pat Halloran, 


over the assi 
Grant Sh gnment from Norman 
er, 


former 


and writes about native | 


ay stage manager, who took | 


Ows are staged by Ful-| 


Alex., Toronto (14-19). 

“Favorite Stranger’ — Mosque, 
Peoria (7); Palace, Rockford (8); 
Parkway, Mad. (9): Davidson, Mil. 
(10-12); Aud., St. Paul (14); Cha- 
teau, Roch. (15); 
(16-19). 

“Finian’s Rainbow’ — Shubert, 
Chi (7-19). 

“Harvey” (Fay Co.)—Blackstone, 
Chi (7-19). 

“Harvey” (Brown Co.) — Mont- 
clair, M’clair (7-12); Lyric, Allen- 
town (14-16); Rajah, Reading (17- 
| 19). 

“High Button Shoes” — Nixon, 
Pitt. (7-12); Cass, Det. (14-19). 

“Make Mine Manhattan” — For- 


‘rest, Philly (7-12); Ford’s, Balto 
| (14-19). 
“Man and Superman” — Aud., 


| Little Rock (7); Temple, B’ham (8- 
9); Poche, N. Orleans (10-12); Music 
|Hall, Houston (14); Texas, S. An- 
tonio (15); Par., Austin (16); Worth, 


|Ft. Worth (17); Majestic, Dallas | 
| (18-19). 

| “Medea”—Cass, Det. (7-12); Cox, 
Cincy (14-19). 


| “Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi. 
(7-19). 

| “QO Mistress Mine” — Hanna, 
Cleve. (7-12); Nixon, Pitt. (14-19). 
| “Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Cap- 
itol, W. Barre (7-8); Temple, Scran- 
ton (9-10); Aud., Trenton (11-12); 
Center, Nfk. (14-19). 


“Oklahoma!” (No. 2 Co.)—Shu- | 


| bert, Philly (7-19). 

“Raze the Roof’—Gt. North. Chi. 
(7-12). 

“Show Boat”—Amer., St. Louis 
/(7-12): Coliseum, Evansville (14); 
|Murat, Indpls. (15-16); Univ., La- 
‘fayette (17); Aud., L’ville (18-19). 

“Streetcar Named Desire” — 
Harris, Chi. (7-19). 

“The Big Knife’ — Plymouth, 
Bost. (7-19). 


(7-12); Davidson. Mil. (14-19). 
“They Knew What They Wanted” 

—Shubert, Bost. (7-12). 

“Two Blind Mice”’—Shubert, N. 

. (10-12); Forrest, Philly (14-19). 





Lyceum, Mpls. | 


“The Heiress”—Music Hall, K. C. | 


(1,200; $3.60). (D-299; $3). Richard O’Connell and | 
this were up and down, and show | James Graham-Lujan adaptation of | 


hasn’t shown too much drawing| play by Frederico Garcia Lorca, | 


power despite marquee, author,’ presented by New Stages; opened 

etc. Estimated $12,000 not too) Sunday night (6). i | 

good. “Born Yesterday,” Miller (157th | 
“They Knew What 


They wk) (C-940; $4.80). Still lotsa life 
| Wanted,” Shubert (1st week) (1,750; | in the laff-getter; $13,500. 

| $3.60). This one got plenty of help| “Carousel,” City Center (2d wk) | 
in the press and, with Guild-ATS | (M-3,025; $3). Great attendance for | 
helping out, boosted it to an esti- this return hit, but engagement is | 
/mated $27,000, big. Final week! limited because house has another | 
current and should gain. booking and no other available 
spot has enough capacity to pay | 


| the nut at th ale; over $34,-. 
‘Shoes’ Smash $33,700 a ne 


000. 
pink “3% Salesman,” Morosco | 
| ; (D-931; $4.80). Arthur Miller play, 
In Ist of 2 Pitt Weeks | presented by Kermit Bloomgarden | 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. | & a, — opens tomorrow 
| “High Button Shoes is giving , "8 t (Thurs.). . 
the Nixon its third straight musi- | Diamond Lil,” Coronet (CD-| 
cal smash in a row, rolling up| 1,003; $4.80). Opened Saturday 
‘close to $33,700 in first week | night (5) to good boxoffice notices; 
‘of fortnight engagement. Show | Show breaks even at about $20,000 | 
played at $3.50 top (excluding tax) | and capacity at the scale is approx- | 
'and was a virtual sellout at every roy eee premiere was good 
} r ° ° | 
performance except for the gallery | “Edward, My Son,” Beck (19th | 


. : } 
Seattie here ne variably hard £0 | wk) (D-1.214; $4.80). Another SRO | 
_Advance for current stanza o- | "a Heart,” 48th | 
er Souaaeee a oe | Street (1st wk) (D-921; $4.80). Lean | 
little oft at the very beginning | pone rao problem play: pee oad 
Obviously they were waiting for one: breaks at about $8,000; first 
|the notices. When they were good fy]] week, $2,800. 
— ee the boxoffice| “Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
line formed immediately. ' (12th wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Has} 
| Sylvia Sidney-John Loder “O completely recovered from _ pre- 
Mistress Mine” follows “Shoes” on holiday slump; moved to this house | 
Monday (14), then Bert Lahr) Monday (7); wound up its Morosco | 
wee . = an ae onan — ——, sone, wots am 
attan” for two weeks wi udith, “Hig utton oes,” Broadway | 
| Anderson’s “Medea” following. |(7oth wk) (M-1,900; $6). New mu- | 
| sicals have P snap away some of 
‘the support for this holdover hit, so 
Blackstone 16G, Balto | business is uneven, though there’s 
Baltimore, Feb. 8. | 
Blackstone brought his magic | 
show to Ford’s here last week and | 


| still ample margin; $36.100. 
“Howdy, Mr. Ice.” Center (33d 
rang up a surprisingly firm $16,000 
for 10 shows including a Sunday | 


wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Attendance | 

holding up strongly, with week- 
(6) matinee and night performance. | 
Nothing in currently, with) 


ends a big help: $34.000. 
'“Make Mine Manhattan” set for) 











“Inside U.S.A.,” Maiestic (41st) 
wk) (R-1,659; $6). Just about! 
breaking even in its final weeks, 





‘Manhattan 24156 
performances not getting a4 a ail /2 ? 


Salesman’ 276 In 
Philly; Figure 186 


Philadelphia, Feb. . 8. 

Despite terrific legit biz here in 
Philly last week, one of the city’s 
four regular houses is dark this 
week and next, and, from present 
indications, at least one or more of 
the local legit houses will be sans 
bookings from now into the early 
spring. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” For- 
rest (1st week) (1,766; $4.55). A lit- 
tle disappointing. Used a few cut- 
rates (First Nighters’ Club) at be- 
ginning of week; $24,500. “Two 
Blind Mice” in next Monday. 

“Oklahoma!”, Shubert (1st week) 
(1,877; $3.90). Started a little tep- 
idly but went into big figures. Just 
under $32,000. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Locust 
(2d week) (1,580; $3.25). Absolute 
capacity all week, with scalpers 
getting fancy prices and plenty of 
turnaways; $27,000 at low scale. 
“At War With the Army” opened 
last night (7). 

“Figure of a Girl,” Walnut (2d 
week) (1,340; $3.90). With subscrip- 
tions aiding in this case and film 
names to draw, this one got a 
sturdy $17,800 in second and final 
week despite so-so notices. House 
now dark for two weeks. 


‘Allegro’ Okay $32,000, 
‘Heiress’ $19,400, S. F. 


San Francisco, Feb. 8. 

“Allegro” climbed to a strong 
$32,000 for its second week at the 
Curran (1,776; $4.80) following a 
first-stanza $21,000. 

“The Heiress,” with Basil Rath- 
bone, Beatrice Straight and Pat- 
ricia Collinge, which shuttered 
followed Sunday (6) matinee at 








Possibly the mo ? 
st popular show | 
ever done by the outfit was “Mister | 


hwartz 1214G, Tor. | 
fal] with — was presented last | Sc 127% Be 3. | 

duthors, Trent Permission of | at a tight $2.50 top, Maurice | 
Joshua Lopay mas Heggen and | schwartz and his Yiddish Art The- 
Leland Hoe 20d the producer, | atre did a fairly good $12,500 for 
ae of the Broadway | a five-day engagement at the Royal | 
Point beeanee W4Y ,,#ad particular | Alexandra (1,525). 
and its — of its Pacific locale | Repertory included “Shylock 
Broadwa avy theme. It was the 22d and His Daughter.” ‘Hershel the 

n oar Success the group had Jester” and “The Great Fortune. 


rmitted to do in advance First two did well; “Fortune” was 
&eneral release, ' sellout. 


Feb. 14, with good advance action 
already registered. 





‘Okla.!’ 27146, Wheeling 
Wheeling, W. Va., Feb. 8. 
No. 1 company of “Oklahoma!” 


‘played a full eight performances 
here last week, getting a nice | wk) (R-1,172; $6). 


¢97.500 on the engagement. 
This is a split-week stand or ‘i 


one-nighter for mosi shows. 


but should rise a bit for the finale; | 


| goes on the road Feb. 19; slid to 
| $28.500. 


“Kiss Me Kate,” Century 
wk) (M-1,654: $6). 


(6th 
Getting all the 


' house will hold, but theatre parties 


limiting the gross; topped $46,000 | 


(8th | 
Goes clean at 


“Lend an Ear,” National 


matinees: $29.200. 
“Life With Mother,” Empire 


the Geary (1,550; $3.60), chalked 
up a pleasing $19,400 for its third 
and final week. House will remain 
dark until Feb. 14, when “Born 
Yesterday” opens there. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Anybody Home” — Phyllis 





'all performances except midweek Holden. 


“I Know My Love” — Theatre 
Guild. 
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Plays on Broadway 


Diamond Lil 


Albert H. Rosen and Herbert J. Freezer 
roduction of melodrama in three acts by 
fae West. Stars Mae West; features 
Steve Cochran, Richard Coogan, Michael 
Edwards, Charles G. Martin, Jeff Morrow, 
Miriam Goldina, Walter Petrie, Mike 
Keene, Billy Van. Directed by Charles 
K. Freeman; settings, William de Forest, 
Ben Edwards; costumes, Paul du _ Pont. 
At Coronet, N. Y., Feb. 5, °49; $4.80 top 





($7.20 opening). 

MEN. 4. 3 b4n0400 + G0obbe2¥ 4s 02 . Billy Van 
BIR + bak Gnd a: denkes Can eta sky 5 Jack Howard 
Rr eee Sayre James Quinn 
PORN. 0 dc oeeeeebetbens« Dick Arnold 
Bpik@.......ccccessceces George Warren 
SPP ere Harry Warren 

Card PlayerS....cccccccse:: 
{Fred Catania 
, )Patsy Perroni 
BEMRGY ..s 0 0'y00 6 00:00 00060000 Harriet Nelson 
WEBROOS ..cccccsccedeceesores Sheila Trent 
| era reer re Sylvia Syms 
NR 6 senda eaaed.as Louise Jenkins 
EE a oa sid gis i ord Ries Charles G. Martin 
SSA rere Mike Keene 
Se POPE. .+ccccvoesens Walter Petrie 
Serer Tee Frances Arons 
Ri ss. 5, i5 0-0 weg oe wea oe Miriam Goldina 
PE 666% sb capiuteade ees Steve Cochran 
See James Fallon 
Diamond Lil.....cccccccess: Mae West 
ee. EP ere ee Peter Chan 
SEY; 5 os s'k +: wp ceaela® . Buddy Millette 
Violet .»+...Margaret Magennis 
OS Sear ee Marilyn Lowe 
Capt. Cummings......... Richard Coogan 
Pete the Duke........... Lester Laurence 
pe Tee Tee Ralph Chambers 
PACODGON .  .rccccccvoes Louis Nussbaum 
CHICK CHOP... ccccccess: Jeff Morrow 
Sa er Jerry Tobias 
RE Se ae Se F. Ben Miller 
OS Seer eee Michael Edwards 
Accompanist eer David Lapin 
Bowery Pianist ......... .. Arnold New 
Complete with ruffles, boas, 


plumes, cut glass, curves, undulat- 
ing amble and nasal drawl Mae 
West has returned to Broadway in 
her gaslit meller of 21 years ago, 
“Diamond Lil.” The revival scored 
in London last year, was a prelim- 
inary cleanup on the road and is a 
likely boxoffice prospect here, par- 
ticularly with the modest invest- 
ment. 

It seems incredible that anyone 
could have once been shocked at 
this antique charade about sin and 
sex on the Bowery. It’s probably 
the creakiest hokum 





Diamond Lil in 1928 


Jack Linder production of melodrama 
in three acts by Mae West: suggested by 


. Mark Linder. Stars Miss West. Staged by 


Ira Hards; settings, August Vimnera. 
At the Royal, N. Y., April 9, ’28. 
Diamond Lil ........... Miss Mae West 


Capt. Cummings........ Curtis Cooksey 
Set GN. a 5 5606s @eces Herbert Duffy 
Gu; *ordan..........-...3. Merril Holmes 
SD WR aw a wiperneiedie Ernest Anderson 
mee st) GMRIAR.. . oc ccc Raffaella Ottiano 
NN -'h cies + bes ok + 6:0.06-4'0-00 2 6 ee 
OS aaa ee Jack Cheatham 
eT Jack La Rue 
ot Se a es Lois Jesson 
Isaac Jacobson........... Louis Nussbaum 
WROROOSS inc cdi caccccecces). manon Dey 
I eS. Serre Mary Martin 
Flo Tee oPhaees « Helene Vincent 
Mary Ryan. ....cecce. Thelma Lawrence 
ie a Se eee Joseph A. Barrett 
Pete the Duke...... Ramald Savery 

RPS ree ; Jack Howard 
an PERLE Gaylord B. Kingston 
| RPI RES. are Marion Johns 
eT a eS ae Mildred Ryder 
Dr. ¢.cenokaeageas a+-s Annabell Jeanette 
OS SERN Te ee Debora Kaye 
SPGRE TOUS... . .cerccicics David Hughes 
Maggie Murphy......... Pasty Klein 

{ Jo-Jo 
Singing Waiters ....... 'Frank Wallace 
|Pat Whalen 








Broadway in 21 years and, except 
for the star’s caricature of sinister 
seductiveness, rates merely bored 
disbelief. Even with Miss West on- 
stage the first two acts are an or- 
deal, but her flamboyarit songs and 
the lurid finale save the third act 
and the show. 

Apparently Miss West's manner- 
isms and performance are just as 
they always were. But what was 
once daring and wicked is now 
strictly for laughs. In fact, perhaps 
the show should be endowed and 
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seen on 


kept running on Broadway as an 
example of Americana. It’s more 


a 


than just funny in spots; it’s also. 
‘rather guileless and quaint. If only | 


as an illustration of the inherent 
folly of censorship, it should be 
preserved. 


The star is, unquestionably, the 
whole show (her opening-night 
curtain speech was a howl). But 
there are also admirable perform- 
ances by Richard Coogan, as the 
Salvation Army worker with prob- 
ably the most stilted dialog in a 
decade; Steve Cochran, as the gal- 
livanting Brazilian; Walter Petrie, 
as the Bowery saloon owner, and 
Billy Van, as a_ tap- dancing 
bouncer.: Settings by William de- 
Forest and Ben Edwards are a 
triumph of squalid finery. Hobe. 


Blood Wedding 


New Stages production of drama in two 
acts (seven scenes) by Federico Garcia 
Lorca, translated by Richard L. O’Connell 
and James Graham-Lujan. Directed by 
Boris Tumarin; settings and lighting, 
| Ralph Alswang; music, Jerome Moross; 
incidental choreography, Hanya Holm; 
costumes, Dorothy Croissant. At New 
Stages, N. Y., Feb. 6, ’49; $3 top. 
| Mother ....+... Sarah Cunningham 
| Bridegroom Louis Hollister 
Neighbor Woman...... Nancy R. Pollock 
Leonardo’s Wife......... Joan Tompkins 
| Mother-in-law..........- Dorothy Patten 
Leonardo Kieha se eae Alexander Scourby 


Little Girl .eeeeeee.-+ Jean Gillespie 
| Servant Woman........... Peggy Allenby 
| Bride’s Father.............. Jay Barney 
i ees Fareed ..Inge Adams 

oO. eae June Prud’homme 

Second Girl..........-. Shirley Eggleston 

ThareG. Girl... cceccveres Margaret Owens 

Were Gilb.occcveccces. Florence Luriea 

| Sse errs © Gloria Mann 

First Young Man .......... Ben Irving 

Second Young Man...... Sidney Walters 
| Third Young Man ........Earl Hammond 
| Fourth Young Man........ Herbert More 
| Man Ble ciel ecard) CROCE ES Joseph Silver 
| First Woodcutter.......... Robert Davis 

Second Woodcutter...... Nort Neudell 

Third Woodcutter........ Michael Howard 

PRRN oh co 6 bes ode setocee es: eeeen See 

PAGO ...c cv civvccswocsecseeess Peter Capell 

WHEINIOE. ov ccccccccoesccces Leo Gomberg 

SRT ee John Cucci 





As the second production of its 
second season, New Stages offers a 
tragic drama, 
translated by Richard L. O’Con- 
nell and James Graham - Lujan 
from the Spanish of Federico 
‘Garcia Lorca. It is a short play 
with an absorbing story, and it is 
expressively presented. It 
commercial prospects, but provides 
an engrossing evening and is 
a credit to its sponsors. 

Locale of the play is rural Spain, 
| and the story is about a bride who 
runs away with 
while the guests are celebrating 
|her wedding. The bridegroom 
heads a group which pursues and 
catches the fleeing pair, and the 
two rivals kill each other. The final 
scene shows the mourning friends 
'and relatives, including the bride, 
|the bridegroom’s mother and the 
'ex-suitor’s wife. 
| Play is written in poetic prose, 
'with effective choral musical back- 
grounds and scene bridges. Scen- 
ery consists of simple drapes, with 
a raked stage and a few pieces of 
furniture. Opening scene quickly 
| establishes the sombre mood, and 


‘the action moves steadily there-. 


after until symbolism takes over 
-in the next-to-last scene while the 
dual killing takes place offstage 
and tension, evaporates. 


Production is skillfully directed 
by Boris Tumarin, and there are 
|effective performance by Sarah 
| Cunningham, as the mother whose 
husband and two sons are victims 
of a family feud: Joan Tompkins, 
as the abandoned wife of the for- 
'mer suiter; Alexander Scourby, as 
|her doomed husband, Louis Hol- 
lister, as the bridegroom; Jay 
Barney, as the bride’s father and, 
Inge Adams, as the bride. Ralph 
Alswang has created maximum 


lacks | } 
S| ing night for a general audience, 





Plays Out of Town 


To Tell the Truth 
Toronto, Feb. 7. 


New Play Society production of roman- 
tic comedy-drama in three acts by Morley 











Callaghan. Directed by J. Mavor Moore; 
set by Larry McCance; lighting, Gordon 
|Slemon. At Royal Alexandra, Toronto, 
Feb. 7, °49; $3. ; 
TROON <5 as Sect cb ane e en Beth Lockerbie 
eS ee ee Thee ree E. M. Margolese 
Mrs.. Schultz....... se. Marcia Diamond 
George ous wane 34 8 Re Don Harron 
Dignified Gentleman..... J. Mayor Moore 
Unele Felix. ..1.... 20000. Henry Karpus 
CUE os «4knbhes eke cedes Lawrence Law 
PE, «is 5% 6006 60666 60 04 Ws Alfie Scopp 
HenderSon ...ccsrccccccsess John Sullivan 
EE id | acme neee te nades Lloyd Bochner 
ZiMMOTIMAM...cccscvceceas Alex McKee 
Se a a ee 8 s be tvew esos Dianne Foster 


Jim Fultom.... cesses. ...Gerry Sarracini 





In his first play, Morley Calla- 
ghan, hitherto a successful novelist, 
has written a wordy treatise on the 
right of individuals to dream in 
even the present complicated and 
materialistic civilization of today. 
The theme has been a popular run 
in recent seasons but Callaghan’s 
missionary message of materialism 
versus personal integrity holds 
high interest throughout plus con- 
siderable flashes of satire, irony, 
philosophy, humor and stark melo- 
drama, It has a good b.o. chance. 
Opening night saw several spon- 
taneous outbursts of audience ap- 
plause for certain of the author’s 
sentiments and some splendid act- 
ing. 

Piece is laid in an all-night eatery 
and is peopled by a large cast of 
mainly likeable characters, with 
even the two heavies understand- 
ably human. “To Tell the Truth” 
is poetic but loquacious in its prem- 
ise that the integrity of dreams 
must be maintained and that North 


America is one of the few spots on | 
earth where this is possible. Many | 


excellent performances heighten 
the drama or comedy interludes, 
notably from Don Harron, Dianne 
Foster, Ellis Margolese, Lloyd 


| Bochner and Henry Karpus. 


“Blood Wedding,” | 


a former suitor | 


atmosphere with minimum physi-| 


cal production, while the music of 
| Jerome Moross and costumes of 
‘Dorothy Croissant are also helpful. 


This play was presented in 1935 


by the Neighborhood Playhouse, | 


at the Lyceum, N. Y., under the 
title, ‘‘Bitter Oleander,’ in an 
adaptation by Jose A. Weissberger. 
It ran 24 performances. Present 
engagement is for the usual New 
Stages schedule of four weeks. 
Hobe. 





1 








_ —_ 


Essentially the play is a conver- 
sation piece of poetic writing, with 
much of the violent action, such as 
shootings, tossing people out of 
windows and _ seductions, taking 
place offstage. But this comedy- 
drama is provocative in theme and, 
despite high intellectual appeal, 
held interest throughout on open- 


and it will get the critics’ plaudits. 
McStay. 





The Pink Pigeon 
(YALE DRAMA DEPT.) 
New Haven, Feb. 8. 

In view of certain Broadway im- 
terest in this newest major pro- 
duction of the Yale Drama Depart- 
ment, a brief report on the opus 
is in order. As exhibited at the 
Eli play factory, the most op- 
timistic observation to be drawn 
from the experience is that the 
work contains an amusing idea. 

Written by Robert Saffron and 
directed by Jerome Mayer, script 
offers satirical treatment of the 
present-day Washington scene, par- 
ticularly needling the tendency 
toward investigations of practically 
everything that occurs nowadays. 

A couple of youthful govern- 


ment workers get involved in com- | 


plications arising from a harmless 
phone conversation with Stalin in 
Moscow. Resultant proffered aid 
from Commie groups, “confes- 
sions” from a Bentley-type char- 
acter, harrassment from the press, 
departmental blame-dodging, in- 
tervention of various pressure 
groups, and similar angles consti- 
tute the play’s makeup 

There’s a 
With You” screwball technique 
about the play, but, in the main, 
it becomes confused by its own 
confusion. Writing, however, dis- 
closes a certain aptitude for flashes 
of humorous dialog. 

The most believable perform- 
ances are turned in by Charles 
Werner Moore, as the innocent 
victim of the hullabaloo, and D. L. 


Polacheck, a blase newshawk. Typi- 


cal of Yale productions, this one 

boasts a first-rate apartment set- 

ting, the work of Eldon Elder. 
Bone. 
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Oranges and Lemons 
London, Jan. 27. 


Tennent Productions presentation of 
revue in two parts (36 scenes) devised 
and directed by Laurier Lister. Lyrics 
and music by Geoffrey Wright, Sandy 
Wilson, Donald Swann, Alan Melville, 
Terry Sullivan, Nicholas Phipps, Marjorie 
Whittles, Kenneth Connor, Mary Dunn, 
Michael Flanders, Richard Addinsell, 
Clemence Dane. Joyce Grenfell, Lewis 
Harris, John Jacob Lobe, Antony Hop- 
kins. Stars Diana Churchill, Elizabeth 
Welch, Max Adrian; features Rose Hill, 
Daphne Oxenford, John Oxley, John 
Heawood, Angus Menzies, Charlotte 
Mitchell, Sylvia Ashmole, Elizabeth Boyd, 
Brian Blades, Shirley Hall. At Globe, 
London, Jan. 25, ’49. 


Sophisticated satire, the frankly 
sentimental and routine dance and 


“You Can't Take It) 


song numbers, make up the 36 
sketches in “Oranges and Lemons,” 
_London’s newest intimate revue. 
'Colorfully staged, it is a breezy 
|piece of entertainment which 
marks Diana Churchill's debut in 
revue. 


Of the 36 items that comprise 
the show there are at least half 
'a dozen standout pieces and many 
|/more above the average. 
/eral there is an abundance of wit 
and more than the normal quota of 
‘charm. 


Inevitably in a mixed grill of this 


kind there are some unsatisfying | 
but the emphasis is! 
clearly on slick sketches and many | 
of the lyrics are of a particularly | 


| ingredients, 


good order. But with so many in- 
dividual pieces in the show it is 
impossible to att#mpt to 
| but such sketches as the personal 
| appearance of “Harvey,” a real-life 
radio drama, an Oscar Wilde skit 
and a delightful monolog by Char- 
lotte Mitchell rank among the most 
memorable. 


It is significant that this revue, 


|which came into the West End | 
neighborhood , 


after a_ successful 
run, hasn’t a single gag to crack 


at the expense of either J. Arthur | 


Rank or Sir Alexander Korda and 


| doesn’t look for its fun at the ex-. 


'pense of rival theatrical shows. 
Instead, there is more than a 
| streak of originality and freshness 
| which is admirably assisted by a 
fine cast. Elisabeth Welch’s choice 
|of material could be happier. but 
the other two principals, Diana 
Churchill and Max Adrian, shine 


with the sophisticated material at | 


their disposal. Myro. 








Nixon Wrecking 


In gen-| 


itemize, 


Met’s Sensational New 
Soprano, Welitsch, Puts 
52d St. Shimmy to Shame 


The Metropolitan Opera 
in Ljuba Welitsch, hes a era 
boxoffice magnet and the most 
startling addition to its roster since 
the sensationaldebut of Ferruccio 
Tagliavini two seasons ago. The 
Bulgarian soprano, making her de- 
but in N. Y. Friday (4) in “Salome.” 
combined with conductor Fritz 
Reiner (also making his Met de- 
but) to put on the finest perform- 
ance of the Richard Strauss music- 
drama heard in America in a gen- 
eration. 

Mme. Welitsch has a dramatie 
soprano of rich texture and wide 
range well able to handle the rig- 
orous demands of the Strauss mu- 








sic. Moreover, she has a special 
feeling for the turgid, blatant 
score. But, paramount, she’s a 


Singing actress. And roaming the 
Met stage as the sex-ridden, venge- 
ful princess, determined to gain 
the head of the prophet Jokanaan 
who had spurned her, she put on a 
vocal and dramatic exhibition that 
had the audience limp. Artistically 
and musically it was grade-A 
opera. 

Dramatically, it was also one of 
the sexiest -exhibitions ever seen 
on the sedate Met stage. Although 
plump, the soprano moves with 
easy grace. A huge shock of red 
| hair emphasizes the pagan appeol 
| which Mme. Welitsch accented 
with her body - wigglings all 
through the performance. But in 
the Dance of the Seven Veils 
(which symphonically, under Rein- 














Continued from page 57 





| ettas, will likewise put that much 
into an outdoor amphitheatre, but 


that not a cent seems to be avail- | 


|able for the maintenance of the 
| professional stage hereabouts. It’s 
not likely Pittsburgh will be even 
a small part of the road in the 


future, since the local concert hall, | 


3,800-seat Syria Mosque, is unsuit- 


able for anything but the biggest | 
musicals and would be available | 
|only for couple of days at a time | 
anyway, and none of the pic com-| 


panies, nuw operating houses that 


_might be converted, is expected to | 


| exchange paying propositions for a 
| legit gamble. 

| Nixon was originally built by the 
| Erlanger interests, and was sold by 


'the family heirs three years ago | 


to Marcus Heiman, head of United 


Booking office, and Tony Conforti. | 
local cafe owner, who has operated | 


the Nixon Cafe under the theatre 
for more than quarter of a_cen- 
‘tury. They in turn disposed of 


‘It'll also mean the end of Con- 
forti’s cafe, a virtual landmark 
‘here among the dine-and-dance 
(crowd and the Nixon Cocktail 
| Room, right off the theatre lobby, 
'which Conforti put up only about 
|a year and a half ago at a cost 
of nearly $150,000. 


|. Other tenants of the Nixon build- 
ing have been given until May 1, 
|1950, to vacate, and wrecking 
|crews will probably start right in 
ae as 1949-50 legit season 
/ends. 








Met Opera 
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will carry repertoire of 17 operas, 
with at least that many baggage 
cars on its trains. Cost of last 
year’s tour was about $120,000, but 
/with added mileage and the 15% 
upping in rates, it’s estimated the 
' railroading should cost $150,000 
‘this season. Baggage transfer, at 
| $600 a day, will add another $30,- 
000 to the cost. Met will have 
| other hiked costs, in company sal- 
aries being up due to staff and tal- 
ent being on a per diem basis, ete, 
|N. Y. Central will have one of its 
own reps, William Gegenback, rid- 
| ing with the tour. 

Francis Robinson, now on year- 
round salary with the Met as tour 
| manager, will take leave of absence 
\from the Met to handle tour ar- 
/rangements for National Concert 
& Artists Corp., and Sol Hurok, 
coordinators foy most of the tour. 
Met made direct contracts for the 
Baltimore, Boston, Rochester and 
Cleveland — stands, 


other stands. 
will make all its own tour arrange- 
ments, having hired Robinson for 
the purpose. 





_ Costume designer Julia Sze hav- 
ing column syndicated by Press 
_ Features. 


the property to Alcoa last spring. | 


with Hurok-| 
NCAC buying the tour up for the | 
Next season the Met | 


| er’s baton, was a masterpiece), 
'Mme. Welitsch really went to 
town, putting on a shimmy dance 
that makes 52nd street swing 
coryphees look pale in comparison, 
and that had the Met audience 
gasping. This will draw the cus- 
tomers, if nothing else—and they'll 
get a fine operatic performance in 
parlay. 


Max Lorenz’s Herod, and Joel 
Berglund’s Jokanaan, were excel- 
lent support for Mme. Welitsch, 
with the rest of the cast also in 
keeping. Reiner, transplanted to 
| the Met after a decade of service 
as_ Pittsburgh Symphony head, 
/evidenced authority and _ power, 
proving he'll be’a bulwark in the 
Met’s conductorial lineup. Bron. 





Wellesley Strawhat in 3d 


Y - 
Season; Duxbury Builds 
| Boston, Feb. 8. 
| Wellesley College will operate 
the Wellesley summer theatre and 
school this year for the third suc- 
cessive season. As before, it will 
be an Equity company, with a 
guest-star policy. 
| New Duxbury Strawhat 
Duxbury, Mass., Feb. 8. 

The Duxbury Players. are build- 
Ing a theatre from an old barn 
| here, which they expect to have 
ready for their 1949 strawhat sea- 
son. 








aaa 
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Miss Ann Harper, 
noted authority 
on hair, sealp and 
skin... 


e . 


Guest Stars of Stage. 
Screen, Radio & 
Television. 


ADLON 


Harper Method 
HAIRDRESSERS 
8 Central Park West 
Phone, COlumbus 5-6718 
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Have excellent musical comedy 
vehicle with some really good 
lyrics. Want collaborator of 
music. Write box V-3! VARIETY. 
154 West 4éth St., N. ¥. C. Give 
full particulars, as fo experience 
and background in first letter. 
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N.Y. Post’s Coin Crisis 

On the heels of the New York 
tar’s fold two weeks ago, the N.Y. 
Post has revealed itself in a deep- 
oing financial crisis. During a 
eated clash between management 
and the American Newspaper 
Guild, T. O. Thackrey, the Post’s 
publisher, announced to the AMG 
unit’s grievance committee that the 
paper was running in the red and 
required an immediate payroll cut 
of $10,000 per week. — 

Although two dismissals were 
made, including Paul Denis, radio 
columnist, Thackrey agreed to re- 
instate these employees and halt 
further layoffs until Feb. 18 pend- 
ing further talks with ANG. Denis 
has shifted over to the news side. 
The proposed payroll cut of $10,- 

wh: 000 per week would affect from 100 
to 150 employees of the paper, 
including some 80 editorial work- 

s. 
on The contract between the Post 
and the Guild expires on Feb. 27 
and a strike may be called after 
that date. A partial work-stoppage 
was carried through by the Guild 
last Thursday (3) when the 250 
Guild members attended a mass 
rievance session in the city room 
* 25 minutes. Thackrey refused 
to discuss any employee beefs at 
this meeting but negotiated with 
the regular grievance committee 
later. The Post’s Guild unit held 
an emergency meeting last night 
(Tuesday) where unit chairman Jay 
Nelson Tuck outlined ANG stra- 


tegy. 





Sex Not Here to Stay? 

Esquire mag may be in for a 
new look, according to board 
chairman David A. Smart. He has 
been eyeing a recent VARIETY 
story that National Allied exhibs 
association, following a poll of its 
members, stated that sex, crime 
and costume pix—in the order 


_- 
~~ 


named—are the pet bugaboos at | 


the b.o. 

i If sex is no longer the payoff 
for pic producers (and nobody ex- 
cept Allied ever intimated it 
wasn’t), Smart said he is pondering 
whether it may not be time to do 
something of a switch on Esky’s 
formula. Mag has specialized and 
built much of its popularity on its 
almost-nekkid gals and more-or- 
less “sophisticated” articles. 





A. H. Folwell Retires at 71 

Arthur H. Folwell, drama and 
film editor of the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune since 1927, has retired as 
of March 1. He is 71. His succes- 
sor will be William Zinsser, who 
moves over from assistant Sunday 
editor. Robert Moora, Sunday fea- 


ture editor, shifts to the paper’s | 


Washington bureau, with Robert 
Crandell slated to take over the 
Sunday assignment. Sheet’s regu- 
lar drama and film staff is un- 
changed, with Howard Barnes legit 
and picture critic and Otis L. 
Guernsey, Jr., second stringer. 
Bert McCord continues to write 
the daily theatre news. 

Folwell will continue to supply 
the dialog for the “Mr. and Mrs.” 
comic strip. 





Bolton Back to N. Y. Telegraph 

Whitney Bolton has returned to 
the N. Y, Morning Telegraph as 
drama critic after an 1l-year ab- 
Sence. He succeeds George Freed- 
ley, who will confine his activities 
to the play department of the 
Lyons & Lyons agency and the 
theatre collection of the N. Y. Pub- 
lic Library. 

Bolton, who has been in Holly- 
Wood, started the new assignment 
this week, 





i Jack Goodman's Quest 
| ann & Schuster’s editor-in- 
& lef Jack Goodman is now in Paris 
Nor goes to the Lowlands and the 
hele countries on a combination 
Hs daw, and literary talent quest, 
uddling with European authors 


and agents; also to contact S&S | 


correspondent-publisher. 
He's due back March 1. Mrs. 
oodman is with him. After his 
ry visit, the first lap of his 
mind the pub _was bedded with 
flu in Paris but is ok again. 





| eee Ubiquitous Frazier | 
Walter 1 razier has a piece on 
ageant, and one on Clark Gable 


4 the current Collier's. His article 


the oan Crawford comes out in| 


arch 12 Collier's and will be 
glowed by one on Robert Mont- 
mery, 
Frazier also has a piece on Georg 

< ann the jazz trombonist, in the 
rn Jssue of True; one on waiters’ 

‘ mings in the next Cosmopolitan 
po on Ziegfeld in the next Cor- 
net; one on Sherman Billingsley 

the May Esquire; and one on 





’ Literati 


Reuther in the current | 


the state of the lively arts in the 
| next Pageant. 


| He is currently writing pieces | 
on the Ritz Carlton hotel and (copies of Willard Motley’s “Knock | 


,Locke-Ober’s restaurant for Holi- 
|day, Duke Ellington for Collier’s, 
|Shaffer’s market for the Sateve- 
post, Rudy Vallee for Redbook, 
jand a long study of the state of 
popular music. 





Hearst’s Writings 
Editorial observations of William 
Randolph Hearst, dating from 1896, 
have been compiled in a 765-page 
tome for private distribution by 


t 


the Hearst Corp. Volume is tagged | 


| “Selections from the Writings and 
Speeches of William Randolph 
Hearst.” 


Editor of the tract is E. F. Tomp- 
kins, chief editorial writer for the 
N. Y. Journal-American. A “chap- 
ter-like” system brings various sub- 
jects under 38 major topic head- 
| ings. 





Wisconsin Seeks Tax on Dailies 

Similar measures were introduc- 
jed in the Wisconsin house and 
|senate which would place a half- 


leent tax on all newspapers over | 


| 250,000 circulation in so-called first 
iclass cities (150,000 population) 
and to papers published in the 
|same plant with combined cire of 
more than 50,000 in second class 
cities (75,000 to 150,000 pop.). Bills 
|are aimed directly at the Capitol 
'Times and State Journal which 
‘recently merged in Madison, Wis., 


with new circulation estimated at | 


Crichton, on leave from Collier’s 
mag. Doubleday will publish. 


| Herbert R. Mayes, the only 
| double - featured editor in the 
' Hearst stable—he edits both Good 
| Housekeeping and Cosmopolitan— 
off to Charleston, S. C., on brief 
,holiday and a mss-reading binge. 


| Columbia @ictures distributing 


‘on Any Door,’ autographed by 
Humphrey Bogart, who stars in the 


film version of the novel (made by | 


Santana Productions) for Col re- 
lease. 

Bernard W. Maxwell, formerly 
with Eagle Lion, Columbia, Warner 
‘and other pix outfits, has joined 
with author Robert de Mexico, to 
form B. Maxwell and Co. Agency 
will handle publicity, exploitation 
and advertising. 

Having completed his final chap- 
ter on “Beau James: The Life and 
Times of Jimmy Walker,” Gene 
, Fowler returned to the Coast over 
the weekend. Viking will publish 
it April 8. Had most of it on the 
press for weeks, awaiting only the 
‘revised final chapter. 

Joseph D. Ravotto, assistant di- 
rector of the U. S. Information 
| Service in Italy and fermer corre- 
'spondent in Paris for VARIETY and 
United Press, slated to be switched 
to New York in June. He’ll work 
with the State Dept.’s “Voice of 
America” broadcasting setup. 

By the end of May there will be 
45 Viking Portables published. 
From February through May, the 
pub will issue the “Portable Sher- 
| wood Anderson” (edited by Horace 
Gregory); “Charles Lamb” (edited 
by John Mason Brown); “The Port- 
able Milton” (edited by Douglas 
Bush); and the ‘Portable Matthew 
| Arnold” (edited by Lionel Trill- 


| ing). 


'over 50,000, and the Milwaukee | 


Journal, whose circulation exceeds 
250,000. 


draw $750,000 yearly if passed. 


Editorials in the Times and State 
Journal claim that action is caused 


by newspaper criticism of Wis. | 


legislature. 





Pitt. Post-Gazette’s Sun. Edition 


Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, which | 
has published only daily in the} 


'morning since it was formed 22 
‘years ago by a,merger of the 
'Gazette-Times and Post, will begin 


|'a Sunday edition on March 27, to! 


make Pittsburgh the only city of 


‘comparable size in the country) 


with three Sunday papers. The 
others are Scripps-Howard Press 
and Hearst Sun-Telegraph. Post- 


| Gazette is owned by Paul Block, | 


'Jr., and William Block, sons of the 
'late publisher, Paul Block. 


| 


| Sunday Post-Gazette has been in 


the works for some time but was! 


| held up during the war years be- 
!cause of paper shortage. Project 
finally began to take “oy how- 
ever, nearly a year ago. Joe Shu- 
man, city editor for a dozen years 
and a brother of Ik Shuman, mag 
ed, has been appointed Sunday 
editor. Amusement department 
will be enlarged with Eugene F. 
Januzzi moving over from the city 


|Cohen, drama editor. Januzzi will 
will carry large comic. section, 


headed by Dick Tracy; Parade, a 
roto and a mag supplement. 





New Pic Mag 
New pic magazine, “Eye: People 
and Pictures,” bi-monthly and ex- 
| pected to appear as a monthly after 





ithe summer, due March 1; Carlton , 


, Brown, who had been associate edi- 

tor of the late Pic, is editor. Gen- 
'eral manager is Martin Goodman, 

who -has been associated with a 
‘large number of mass circulation 
, Magazines, including Miss Amer- 
|ica, Sport Pix and Ideal Comics. 
| Monna Troub, ex-Calling All 


Girls, is associate editor. 





CHATTER 


| The Bennett Cerfs off to La 
‘Quinta (Calif.) on their annual 
| holiday. 

| Another anthology of Satevepost 
stories due via Random House in 
April, edited by SEP editor Ben 
Hibbs. 

Shepard Spink new ad director 
|for all Fawcett Publications, suc- 
ceeding Eliott Odell, who recently 
resigned from Life where he was 
ad director since °43. 

George Jessel is the subject of 
yarns by three writers in as many 
national mags: John Bainbridge in 
Life, Jimmy Cannon in Esquire 
and Eddie Cantor in Colliers. 

Look mag has dropped eight 
staffers from editorial and photo 
departments, four from promotion 
and three from coast office. In ad- 
dition, one secretary resigned. 

zs Anderson, who formerly 
'operated a promotion consultation 
service for publishers, named ad- 
| vertising sales promotion and pub- 
| licity director of Grosset & Dunlap. 
| Minnie Palmer, mother of the 
| Marx Bros., will be the center of 


ee family biog, “Mother of the 


Two-a-Day,” being written by Kyle 


| Legislators estimate acts would 


also handle radio. Sunday edition | 











Steel’s ‘Ripley’ 











Continued from page 1 jae 


printed to restore the so-called lib- 
eral commentators to the air. (It’s 
also in itself one of the major man- 


|bites-dog trade ripleys of the| 
season.) 
Steel’s plan also encompasses 


the expansion of the Newsletter 


into a cooperative publication-pub- | 


lishing house setup designed to 
give employment to the liberal- 
thinking newspapermen made idle 


budgetary retrenchments in the 
N. Y. newspaper field. 

Plan blueprinted by Steel calls 
\for additional bankrolling of com- 
mentators on N. Y. indie stations 
as the new publication venture ex- 
| pands. Steel himself, oddly enough, 


| turned to the Newsletter publica- 
ition venture after his own radio 
program was dropped. 








| 
' 
} 





‘Nature Boy’ 


Continued from page 1 


jside as assistant to Harold | V | Tribune, Feb. 1, Ahbez asks that | wanted me to write the blasts. 


former classmates, acquaintances 
; and associates who knew of his 
,activities during highschool days 
|help verify his claims. 

Chanute former classmates last 
| June claimed that Ahbez was really 
|McGrew when they identified him 


‘from pictures. The songwriter 


made no attempt to verify or deny | 


the claims at that time. In his plea 
|'to the newspaper he did not ex- 
plain in detail his need for posi- 
tive identification, but indicated 
‘he was fighting rival claims to the 
song hit. 

The plea also disclosed that he 


|originally came with a twin sister, | 


| Editha, and other children, from 
,;a New York orphanage for adop- 
| tion by Chanute families. The twin 
children were adopted by the late 
W. W. McGrew, a druggist, and 


Mrs. McGrew. who now operates a| 


_drugstore in Lawrence, Kan. 











Hoover Hails 


principally by the fold of the N. Y. | 
Star, and in the wake of other) 





| 
+ SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


| By Frank Scully 


Vallee Stream, Feb. 5. 
| Though practically all of us lack diplomatic finesse, it seems to me 
Take Rudy Vallee, for 
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, we pick leaders in the main who have less. 
instance. 

Earl Wilson, the political economist of the sawdust set, quoted the 
author of “How Green Was My Vallee” and “Vagabond Dreams Come 
True,” as wanting to be mayor of Los Angeles. He even said Vallee 
would settle for chief of police. He’d clean the town up or know why. 

Then he went on to slug the best friend a bookie ever had. He told 
the Broadway Boswell that George Raft not only smells as an actor but 
he'd tell him to his face. Raft’s only claim to fame, Vallee insisted, 
was that Raft looked like Valentino. Raft’s only counterpunch was 
that Vallee doesn’t even look like Valentino. 

Now it is quite obvious that Vallee never could become mayor of 
Los Angeles talking such undiplomatie single talk. Of course, it could 
be argued that he knew in advance that Raft doesn’t live inside the 
city limits and could therefore not vote either for or against him. But 
he must know that many bookies are forced to live outside of Beverly 
Hills because of the mansion shortage, and many of these take refuge 
in Los Angeles because that doesn’t involve a loss of citizenship. 


No Comprendo 

These certainly would not take kindly to a candidate who could be 
quoted, and was quoted, as saying, “I just can’t comprehend anybody's 
gambling.” 

Right now the City of Fallen Angels is seething with Ponzi Pyramid 
clubs, where an honest buck tied into a chain reaction is supposed to 
come back 12 weeks later with a jackpot of $1,200. 

Gambling in California is legal only within the confines of race- 
tracks. Nice young people are being clinked in droves in Los Angeles, 
while the Vallee of their dreams packs people into theatres and niteries, 
and in his off hours tells how if he were mayor he’d stop gambling in 
L.A. 

Well, he missed his chance. Nominations closed the other day and 
no Hubert Vallee of Pyramid Place, L. A., was among the dozen can- 
didates who filed. There may be some who tell the world Vallee still 
has the first $3,000,000 he ever made and didn’t file because the nom- 
inating papers cost $350. But I don’t share this view. I believe he 
didn’t get around to it because his Vallee Video enterprises and his 
new television studios which have taken over the Hollywood headquar- 
ters of the American Railway Express (‘is this a trend?) are costing 
him so much money he has to keep working at both ends to make both 
ends meet. 

I’ve been checking the mountain of his press clippings from New York 
and they outweigh Truman’s by 12 lbs. 7 0z. Among Sullivan’s ‘Toast 
of the Town” (TV), Allen’s Alley (FM and AM), Sturges’ “Unfaithfully 
Yours” (a cinema, and Lou Walters’ Latin Quarter (a nitery), Vallee 
has really run a gamut this winter. And there’s the Broadway Roxy 
coming up, too. 

There was not a dissenting opinion among New York critics concern- 
ing this unfrocked vagabond lover's natural flair for television. All 
agreed that he’s the “co” that has been lacking in co-axial up to now. 
Having sat through a baker’s dozen of his own 16m productions made 
expressly for television, only to be told over a loudspeaker right in the 
projection room of his villa that my opinion was not wanted, I am glad 
| to learn that in person he comes over video like Milton Berle grown 
up. I mean it’s wonderful. 

No C. O. D.’s, No Returns 

I noted in the mountain of newsprint praising his rise that several 
columnists referred to his present popularity as a “comeback.” They 
' were comparing the Vallee of today with the time-sharer of the old 
Hollywood Restaurant of 1934. 

1 only hope they don’t congratulate him on his comeback vis-a-vis. 
If they ever do I doubt if they will ever finish the cocktails they didn’t 
pay for. 

He may be a slow man with a buck, but he’s a fast one with temper. 
Cast him for “The Marf Who Came Back” and that fine sheen he has 
been dazzling before your eyes (bella donna?) will turn into a ball of 
| fire and burn you up like a cutrate cremation. 

' About a year ago he became inflamed with the idea of telling off 

everybody in show business. He wanted radio time put at his disposal 
‘for this quixotic enterprise. What's more he wanted some sponsor to 
, pay for the privilege of sharing the subsequent losses of Vallee’s 
| friends and the sponsor’s customers. 

To give these lefthanded compliments the sting of authenticity he 
He figured this way he could remove 
_the lumber that Yale and Maine insist is part of good sentence struc- 
| ture. 
| He wined and dined me for weeks, which is no way, incidentally, to 
| get me in a proper frame of mind to bite child-actresses and leer at 

their proud mothers. You have to starve me if you want my best in 
| bitter repartee. 

These convivial sessions took place at his Hollywood Berchtesgaden, 
my Bedside Manor and his Palm Springs bungalow. At one session in 
Palm Springs we were lolling around the pool one hot night in June 
when I happened to mention that Maurice Chevalier was making a nice 
comeback. 

That did it. Chevalier wasn’t making a comeback, Vallee insisted. 
He had never been away! Not one to take to the hills when an actor 
takes me to task, I insisted that a comeback was exactly what it was. 

“And don’t criticize comebacks,” I said. “Like the butter, you may 
be old yourself some day!” 

He saw I had him there. So he slyly plied me with daiquiris, figur- 
ing that being a nine o'clock fella in a 10 o’clock town, I’d be no match 
for this black sheep of the Whiffenpoofs after midnight. Having been 
practically raised in niteries, his wit was considered Shavian among the 
saloon set, whereas my brain is dead as soon as the bells toll the curfew 
hour. Liquor puts it completely to sleep. 

“T don’t want any more daiquiris,” I said. 

“How did you pronounce that?’ demanded the Noah Webster of the 
Bangor & Aroostook railroad. 

“Sloe-gin-in-an-igloo,” I said. 
Palm Springs Summer Formals 
He smiled like the devil himself, which in this guy requires no 
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criminals, together with pictures 
of the 10. Bryson Rash, WMAL di- 
rector of special events, promptly 
arranged for the pictures and de- 
scriptions of the 10 worst criminals 
to be televised same evening from 
7 to 7:10 pm. over WMAL-TV. 
Rash, himself, handled the pro- 
gram. 


Rash also obtained statement of | 


commendation from FBI chief J. 
Edgar Hoover, which was read on 
the show, and which declared in 
art: 


p 
“The advent of television offers a 


strumentality of great aid and as- 


‘sistance in the future protection of 
| society.” 


acting. He was sure he had me cornered for the kill. Stripped to a 
pair of shorts that hung low on his hips like a burlesque queen’s ‘he 
had a pot at that time), and topped with a huge Mexican straw som- 
brero, he kept mixing the Cuban concoctions and cracking ice in some 
sort of miniature concrete mixer Fred Waring had dreamed up. 

“Frank Loesser’s writing a song that might help you in your come- 
back,” I said. “I think he’s calling it ‘I'd like to get you on a sloe gin 
to Chino’.” ; 

“How do you pronounce chartreuse?” he asked like a prosecutor 
veering away from his main attack for the mo. 

“How do you pronounce chartreuse?” he pursued. 

“The Lyonnaise way,’ I said. “I’m from the Midi, you know.” 

He wasn't trapping me into the five foreign words he had spent 
years learning to pronounce and hadn’t yet learned how to spell. 

What really distressed me was that he never did trap a sponsor into 


' letting us heave the book at the barnacles of show biz. But there was 
_a divinity which shaped our ends, rough hew them as we would. 

new adjunct to law and order, and 
I see in this new medium an in-. 


Here it is 1949 and Vallee is a smash success in everything but radio, 
and Norman Sper, Bill Frawley, Iris Adrian, Jim Thorpe, Bob Water- 
field and I are renting the Vallee studios to make our first television 
series called “The Barber of Sportsville.” 

It’s a small world. But wherever you turn Vallee has a piece of it. 
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Broadway 


S. Jay Kaufman in Florida. 

Malcolm Kingsberg, RKO thea- 
tre chief, on Florida vacation. 

Jacques Pils, French chanteur, 
in on the De Grasse last week. 

Jack Mills, accompanied by his 
wife, left for mid-winter vacation, 
at Boca Raton, Fla. 

Mrs. Frank Loesser east; her 
songsmith-husband doubling in a 
Par picture as composer and actor. 

George Brown, Par studio pub-ad 
chief, Herb Kahn, et al., off on a 
West Indies cruise aboard the De- 
Grasse. : 

Songwriter Abner Silver, just 
back from a month in Miami 
Beach, in Wickersham hospital for 
a minor operation. 

Mrs. Sammy Rauch, wife of the 
Roxy booker, in Las Vegas for the 
usual reason. She’s the former 
Edith Holder, singer. 

Emil Friedlander, chairman of 
the board of Dazian’s, bacK after 
two months’ visit to Brazil, Argen- 
tina, Peru and Chile. 

Dick Henry, of the William Mor- 
ris agency, arrived home one night 


last week to find his apartment | 


robbed of $6,000 in valuables. 

The Shuberts have acquired 
Peace House at 5th avenue and 
109th street for the probable stor- 
age of scenery and equipment. 

Mrs. Ruby Schinasi, mother of 
Metro producer Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr.’s wife, back from the Coast; suf- 
fered a minor toe injury en route. 

Bob Savini, Astor Pictures prexy, 
laying over at Denver, Kansas City 
and Chicago on his way east from 
Lion Television Corp. sessions on 
Coast. 


Eugen Sharin, prez of Ambassa- | 


dor Films, planed to Vienna last 
week to supervise filming of 


series of shorts with the Vienna| 


Philharmonic. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., and the 
Mrs. are due in town in about six 
weeks on their way to Europe for 
“Quo Vadis” filming which he'll 
produce for Metro. 


Martin Levine, general manager | 


of Brandts’ 42nd St. theatres, re- 
sumed his chores Monday (7), hav- 
ing recuperated from an emer- 
gency appendectomy. 


The John Boles, Sir Cedric Hard- | 


wicke, Ivor Novello and Ray Ven- 
tura due in on the Queen Mary to- 


day (Wed.); Robert Taylor another 


arrival and west pronto. 

Glenn Langan arrived from Eu- 
rope over the weekend and will be 
in town for a couple months for 


interviews and publicity on “Rap-_| 
ture,” in which he starred in Rome. | 


Mike Romanoff due east for the 
Ph. D. ceremonies at Columbia U. 
when his nephew, Dr. Emanuel 


Priore Piore, MIT professor of | 
physics, gets his honorary degree. | 

Felix Marouhani, Paris agent, | 
back to France Feb. 20 on the 
Queen Mary. Jack Forrester, Wall | 


lic relations officer of the Mandel 
Bros. (Chi) department store. 

Mrs. Erik A. Thomee, widow of 
'the champ skeet-shooter and 
| sportsman who was w.k. in show 
| biz, is now associated with Mrs. 
| Ruth C. Osborn in the Social Mart, 
| which caters to Greenwich (Conn.) 
‘and kindred parties. Maestro Stan- 
| ley Melba of the Hotel Pierre col- 
| labs. 
| Maestro-BBC producer Maurice 
Winnick in from London for sev- 
| eral weeks to winter in Arizona or 

Havana to clear up a bronchial con- 
dition. Bandleader owns “20 
Questions,” “It Pays to Be Igno- 
irant” and kindred Mutual radio 
| shows which he produces for the 
| British Broadcasting Corp. 

| Fannie Brice’s 27-year-old son, 
| William Brice, now with the Mike 
| Levee-Ray Stark agency in Holly- 
wood, to have a one-man showing 
for a month commencing Feb. 14 
at the Downtown Gallery. Mrs. 
Dore (Miriam) Schary, wife of the 
|Metro production’ chief, also 
| slated for a one-woman show some 
time in the near future. 





Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Boulevard Montparnasse ) 


Alma Mansfield to Rome. _ 
Bruce Newbury giving Paris the 





0.0. 

Herbert Victor back from Lon- 
| don. 
| Maxim’s undergoing facelift 
|after 50 years. 

March of Time’s Gilbert Comte 
bedded with flu. 

Steve Crane back in town after 
a trip in occupied zones. 

Ben Lyon due from London on 
talent scouting expedition. 
; Gerry Fairbanks in Paris to 
open a talent scout bureau. 

Dave Souhami reopening Paris 
offices for film distribution. 

Vienna Opera Co. to follow Gre- 
co into Theater Champs Elysee. 

Anatole Litvak at the George V 
and soon to London for 20th-Fox. 

Joe Hummel prepping a trip to 
South Africa after his return from 
| Spain. 

Agent Betty Stern closing a 
| Rank contract for four pix in four 
|years for Anouk, 16-year-old Mar- 
|cel Carne discovery. 

| Bruce Newbury over from Lon- 
|don to decide on sales policy of 
‘Republic pix here, while his con- 
'tinental rep John Clements is 
bedded with jaundice. 

Lost, somewhere in Europe: One 
‘pix company prexy, answering 
|name of Spyros Skouras, last seen 
/hopping a plane for Athens in the 
|company of the Patriarch. 

Actor Noel Noel feted by So- 
ciete de l’Art et Industrie and 
handed a plaque for his picture, | 
“Parade du Temps Perdu,” which | 
won the Grand Prize of French 


London 


Myrna Loy, recuperating from 
‘appendectomy, may go to France 
for prolonged convalescence. 
Pauline Marks, head of Richards 
'& Marks vaudeville agency, recov- 
ering from serious operation. 


From June 1 to Dec*81, ’48 legit 
theatres in Britain paid $5,600,000 
in entertainment tax to the Treas- 
ury. 

“Off the Record” closes its 20- 
month run at the Piccadilly, Feb. 
'12, after which it goes on extended 
| tour. 

Alan Jarvis, Filippo del Giudice 
aide at Pilgrim Pictures, following 
his chief to New York to exploit 
“The Guinea Pig.” 

Ralph Slater is to give a one-day 
show at the Empress Hall, a 10,000- 
seater, sometime in March under 
aegis of Bernard Delfont. 

Rosa Heppner, back from her 
'U. S. visit, has set up as a free- 
‘lance, but will continue to handle 
|all of Bernard Delfont’s activities. 

George Maynard, for many years 
Herbert Wilcox’s associate produ- 
cer, has quit to become producer 
for Associated British Pictures 
Corp. 

Eddie Vitch, former caricaturist 
at Brown Derby, Hollywood, re- 
placed Joe Jackson, Jr., in Tom 
Arnold’s “Ice Cascades,” at Stoll 
theatre, Jan. 30. 

Bud Flanagan recuperating after 
recent serious illness in south of 
France and returns to Jack Hyl- 
ton’s show “Together Again,” Vic- 
toria palace, next week. 

John Argyle Productions filming 
|'Leo Marks’s legit hit, “The Girl 





| Who Couldn’t Quite.’’ Norman Lee | 


‘directs, with Patricia Plunkett and 
|Clifford Mollison starred. 
Jean Simmons will costar with 


tion by Peter Glenville of Tolstoi’s 
“Power of Darkness,”’: which will 


together. 

Filippo del Giudice has closed 
deal with Bernard Miles to pro- 
duce, direct and appear in filmiza- 
ition of Walter Greenwood’s play, 





| Shooting to start end of February. 
Mario Zampi, producer of “Third 
Time Lucky” for the J. Arthur 
Rank Organization, operated on for 
ulcers and will take two months to 
recuperate. This will delay Italian 
pic remake for Associated British 
| Pictures Corp. 
| Bernard Delfont postponing 
;opening of ‘‘Folies Bergere’’ show 
\for three weeks due to some of the 
iscenery from Paris proving unsuit- 
|able for local council's fire danger 
|requirements. Show now skedded 





'to open in Birmingham, March 7. 


Australia 


Stewart Granger in a stage adapta- | 


Wednesday,. February 9, 1949 


leads in Tom Arnold’s “Stars on 
Ice,” due in Glasgow Feb. 28. 

Philadelphia Orchestra will play 
in Glasgow for three nights at end 
of May, their only date in Scotland. 
Backed by $6,000 Glasgow. Corp. 
guarantee. 

John Casson, producer and son 
of Dame Sybil Thorndike and Sir 
Lewis Gasson, took over Macbeth 
role at Citizens’ theatre, Glasgow, 
from ill Duncan Macrae, 


Montreal 





Hollywood 


Alan Hale laid u i 
laryngitis P with acute 
el Barrymore celeb 
50th anni in show Rm ga 5d 
Jesse L. Lasky back on job after 
two-week tussle with laryngitis 
Ruth Warrick to Kansas City to 
play ‘Candida” for the home folks 
i te are clr pag will hold its 
nnual convention i 
Feb here starting 
ayden Rorke lining up hij 
Laguna Beach strawh “ 
a June start. npc ted 





By Max Newton 
The Morocco, top club here, 


ed a five-night date at His Majesty’s | 
this week. 

Samovar club changed hands and | 
after necessary alterations will | 
open as the Carousel. | 

Danny Kaye to appear at Forum | 
| March 4 in connection with Cancer | 
Research Society show. 

Gratien (Fridolin) Gelinas, au- | 
thor-producer and director of ‘Tit- 
|Coq,” honored on completion of | 
| 101st performance of his play. It’s | 
first time any Canadian show has | 
irun that long. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
Comedian Cecil Sheridan ready- 
‘ing new revue. 

Hermione Baddeley in from Lon- | 
don on vacation., | 

Carl Clopet productions in Cork | 
on short legit season. 

Tenor Walter Janowitz inked for | 
| 16-week season in Belfast. | 
Ventriloquist Leslie St. Clair | 
|inked by Pete Davis for English | 
| tour. 
| Roy Murray seeking Irish mop- | 
pets for new juve show for Eng- | 
| land. 
| Irish rights of Garson Kanin’s 








|make their first legit appearance |“Born Yesterday” grabbed by Iils- | Starts 


|\ley-McCabe productions. | 
Louis Elliman, managing director | 
| Of Irish Odeon, planed to London | 
'for talks with Rank execs. 

Michael MacLiammoir out 


| enza; Godfrey Quigley took over. 








‘handed eviction notice as of May. | 


San Carlo Opera company open- | 


June Havoc is readying an oric. 
inal sketch for a ceawhet thew 1 
= this summer. 

usan Hayward returne 
work at 20th-Fox after et fi 
with virus infection. 

Jacques Grinieff in from N. Y. to 
close a deal for the production of 
“Bridge of Sighs” in Italy. 

Variety Boys Club, sponsored by 
Southern California Variety Clubs 
Tent 25, will be dedicated Feb. 17° 

Jack Diamond and the missus 
left for a three-month tour of 
Spain, Portugal, Italy and France. 

_Arthur Kober among the virus 
victims of which these are plenty 
here, Mrs. Groucho (Kay) Marx 
included. 

Oscar Homolka goes to London 
next month to appear in revival of 
Strindberg legiter, “Dance of 
Death.” 

Benny Holzman returned to desk 
at William Morris Agency after 
three months of recuperation from 
surgery. 

Jean Hersholt received vote of 
confidence from board of governors 
of Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences. 

Lester Cole and Robert Kenny 
spoke before the American Veter- 
ans Committee on’ “Civil Liberties 
in Hollywood.” 

Bing Crosby is off to his Pebble 
Beach home until March, when he 


t “Broadway Bill,” Frank 
Capra’s first at Paramount. 
When Armand Deutch was 


edded by virus flu, Dore Schary 
sent pseudo-mysterious wires to 
his chief aide warning him about 


“The Chance of a Lifetime,” with|“The Drunkard” cast with influ- | “less time spent at home and more 


at the studio,” and signed them 
variously “a friend,” “your secret 
pal,” ete. 

Paul Snell’s 15th year as local 


| head of Steve Hannagan publicity 
jinterests. Ken Frogley is chief 
| aide to Neil Regan in Las Vegas, 


: | Nev., and Ji j ° 
_ have transmitted pictures of Chi to | nagan’s Chi os yin ghey es 


| the 14-station connected network | Union Pacific and - - 
| tied in. Blizzard in the Windy City | line, they handle pig te 
| prevented the plan, so the plane |from Thor washing machines to 
| flew on to Cleveland. Second plane | Las Vegas, latter being plugged a 
| took off from Bolling Field, Va., to | 1a Sun Valley, i.e. as a resort. 

first circle Washington and then 





: Viedo Airlift 
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fly over N. Y., at which point the 
two ships rendezvoused over the 
Empire State Blidg., flashing pic- 
tures of each other as seen from 


streeter, ex-show biz, ditto on his, 
international trading corporation. 

Joe Weil, chief of motion pic- 
tures and television films section | Rome 
of American National Red Cross, | 
off to Hollywood to supervise pro- | By Helen McGill Tubbs 
duction ef the 1949 Red Cross ap- | Monty Banks back in Rome after 
peal film. : ‘a month in America. 

Columnist John McClain and vet) Tennessee Williams expects to 
flack Harry Sobol formed News stay in Rome for the next few 
Contacts, Inc., public relations out- | weeks, 
fit. McClain continues his pillar; Carmen Amaya and her company 
on the N.Y. Sun with o.k. of papers of Spanish dancers at the Valle 


Cinema, 





By Eric Gorrick 
‘White Horse Inn,” after top re- 


|; peat biz in M vil le : ‘ 
a elbdurne, will play|  weither the pictures nor sound 


Down Under tour via J. C. William- | 800d, but were certainly acceptable 
'son shortly. in light of the intricate engineer- 
| Ralph Doyle, local RKO head, is| ing problems involved. Cameras 
off to the U. S. shortly for home-! and transmitters had to be floated 
| office huddles. 4 'in sponge rubber mountings to 
| William Cockburn, co-director) overcome vibration from the 
with J. Arthur Rank in film units, | pjane’s engines. Signal from the 


_is visiting here. P ; 
* - ,. | planes were transmitted to special- 
| Oklahoma!” is set to debut in| jy-puilt ‘receivers in each of the 


the air, as well as of N. Y. land- 
marks. 





management. 

N. Y. News columnist Ed Sulli- 
van again chairmanning the Enter- 
tainment Division of the N. Y.| 
Heart Campaign which tees off Feb. | 
14. Last year this division raised 
about $400,000. 

Tom Van Dycke, roving news- 
paperman, with a Stork Club nos- 
talgia, bills his Barbizon (Paris) 
suburb) address as the Villa Le, 
Cigognes, and his cable address is| 
“Cocktails, Paris.” 

Hotel Ambassador (Chi) manager 
Jimmy Hart and his wife celebrated | 
their 30th (Pearl) anniversary in| 
town last week. Bossman Ernie By-| 
field and his bride, meantime, were | 
on the Coast en route to Mexico. | 

Jock Lawrence, exec veepee of, 
J. Arthur Rank’s U. S. office, has | 
been tapped as one of the only two 
American honorary members of the | 
British Film Academy. Other Yank | 
named is film actor Jean Hersholt. | 


Irving Shiffrin, for some 17 years ' 
on the RKO homeoffice publicity | 
staff, is currently in Oregon hand- 
ling publicity and managing a man 
who has a $25,000. bet he will not 
leave the inside of a Kaiser car 
for 14 months. They'll tour the 
country. 

Virginia Davis, daughter of 
maestro Meyer Davis, after a series | 
of concerts on the Coast, will play 
a date at the Hotel Astor Roof 
March 13 for benefit of Spanish | 
refugees. Olin Downes, music 
critic of the N. Y. Times, will pre-| 
side. | 
Eve Brown, former aide to the | 
late Maury Paul (Cholly 
Knickerbocker), although retired | 
because of marriage to a: Chicago 
businessman, has returned to jour- 
nalism vicariously, i:e: as new pub- 


- vacation, 


theatre. 


Geza Herczeg, writer.on picture | Melbourne end of this month for | cities over a very. high-frequency 


“Rapture,” will remain in Rome 
another three months. 

Lee Kresel, dialog director for 
“Strange Case of Lady Brook,” is | 


‘at the Hotel Excelsior. 


Harry Danziger, .who produced 


is in Rome. | 
For the past 10 days, motion®* 
picture production has been seri- 


ously handicapped by the lack of formerly for long time with Metro. | 


electric power in Rome. | 
Frank Latimore, from the orig- 
inal Broadway company of “My 
Sister Eileen,” at the Hotel Ber- 
nini for an indefinite stay. 
“Pirates of Capri” is only film 
with American money being made 
in Italy at this time. Stars are 
Louis Hayward and Alan Curtis. 


Pittsburgh 


By Mal Cohen 


Mills Bros. booked for week at 
Bill Green’s early in April. | 

Etzi Covato getting around on 
crutches after breaking leg. 

Jack (WB) Kalmensons celebrat- | 
ed 13th wedding anni last 
week. | 


| 
| 


George Tice, Col salesman, okay Palace at Dundee and Tivoli, Aber- | 8"@™s, which must rely on the | 


again after hospital stretch as 
result of gall bladder attack. 
Bob Evans and dance team of 


/ Tommie and Jeanie Mahoney head- | 


lining show at Terrace Room. 

Jackie Heller will be back from 
South American cruise in time for | 
new show opening at his Carousel. 


J. C. Williamson. 

“Rusty Bugles” brought back by 
Doris Fritton at her indie North 
Sydney house for additional run. 

A new McMasters Shakespearian 
troupe debuts at the Princess, Mel- 


'“Jigsaw” with Burgess Meredith bourne, in “Othello” this month for | from an aircraft carrier maneuver- 
and Franchot Tone in New York, the Garnet Carroll-Fuller combo, |!"8 at sea, 


Stanley Wright has joined the 
Dave Martin loop to handle special 
publicity and exploitation. Was 


Kiwis, New Zealand concert 
troupe, preem at Empire, Sydney, 
this week for J. C. Williamson. 
Khaki-clad unit ran for over two 
years in Melbourne. 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
Robert Wilson, Scot tenor, is 


‘mulling a tour of Canada this fall. | 


R. F. Delderfeld’s “‘Worm’s Eye 
View” attraction at King’s, Edin- 
burgh, May 2. 


Eleanor Powell slated to make 


'British debut March 14 for a week's; The video-minded agencies are 


vaude at the Empire, Glasgow. 


Issy Bonn booked to play his 
furthiest-north British theatres, 


deen. 


Wilson Barrett rep company tee 
off spring season at Lyceum, Edin- 
burgh, with “My Sister Eileen” 
Feb. 14. 

French acts, the Capellinys and 
Molinoffs, currently scoring at 


| Telay. 

| Program was a noteworthy fol- 
|lowup to NBC’s two previous tele- 
| casts of a similar nature, one from 
'a submerged submarine and one | 


| 


Stal. 


Miami 
By Larry Solloway 
oa into Brook Club, Feb. 


Joe Moss managing the Colony 
restaurant. 

Milton Berle in town for rest at 
Hyde Park hotel. 

The Harold (Variety) Erichs at 
the Hyde Park for annual vacation. 

Gene Baylos, Sid Gould and 
Jeri Blanchard into Mother Kelly's 
on Feb. 11. 

Ed Sullivan, in town for the sun, 
laned back to N. Y. for video shot 
ast Sunday. 

Walter Winchell, back in town, 
making the rounds with ABC rep 
Paul Scheffels. 

Variety tent here will stage huge 
benefit at Beach Theatre for 
Children’s Hospital Building. 

Turhan Bey and Edith Atwater 


|open in Berhman’s “Second Man” 


at the new legit stock theatre on 
City Pier. 














Vaude Comeback 


Continued from page 1 











| 
of Eddie Cantor, Jack Benny and. 
George Jessel are the highlights. | 

But more important are the 
lesser names. These are opening | 
vaudfilm policies in diverse corners | 
of the country. Some are directly 
traceable to video; some to exhib- 
itor fortification against possible 
| divorcement and what the competi- | 
tive theatres, with choicer film | 
products, may do to the independ- | 
|ents. The Schine operation is an | 
‘example of the latter. | 








| encouraging the lesser acts, requir- 
'ing them as talent pools for the 
ever-growing series of vaudeo pro- 


smaller vaudevillians to surround 
the top names. 


! There is still another manifes- 
| tation via the several talent quest 
| programs. The alumni of the Ar- 
_thur Godfrey, Horace Heidt, Ted 
,Mack-Lou Goldberg’ (ex-Major | 

| 





Adelaide Sachs pinch-hitting on Ayr’s Gaiety theatre, coast vaude- | Bowes) and Don Ameche shows are | 


KDKA Shopping Circle program | 
while Janet Rose is on Florida. 


viller on the Clyde. 
Adele Inge, Valerie Moon, Mari- 


|in demand for resort, cocktail 
'lounge, bistro and kindred radio- | 


‘lyn Telfer and Eddie Mercel play |TV program outlets. 


| J 


Xavier Cugat orch planed to San 
Juan and then returned here be- 
fore taking off on South Ameri- 
can engagements. 

Bill Miller signed Sophie Tucker 
for a July date at his Riviera (Ft. 
Lee, N. J.), with Jack Carter 
ticketed for same show. 

Frances Faye joined the Copa 
City show, replacing Kay Tompson 
and Williams brothers who headed 
for video engagements in N. Y. 

Tony Martin and his Cyd 
Charisse house guesting with the 
Harry Richmans. He opens with 
oe FE. Lewis and the Beatrice 
Kraft Dancers at Beachcomber 
Feb. 14 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


Shubert will preem “Tales of 
South Pacific’? March 7. 

Statewide amateur drama 
tourney due for finals here 1 
April. : 
WNHC handling opening night 


‘backstage interviews at Shubert 


this season. a ; 
Yale Drama Dept. doing Foust 
Part I” Mar. 21-26 as part 0 
Geothe bicentennial celebration. | 
Yale Dramat offering David 
Lippincott’s original musica’, 


“Mind the Music,” annual Prom 
play March 3-5. 
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Wednesday, February 9, 1949 


VARIETY 





OBITUARIES 





HARRY RAPF 
Harry Rapf, 68, production exec- 
utive at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


Studios, and producer of dozens of | 


film hits, died after a heart attack 
in the Cedars of Lebanon Hospital, 
Los Angeles, Feb. 6. 

Rapf, who became an executive 


supervisor of production in 1941,4from the seventh floor of an apart- | 


after 20 years as a producer, was 
porn in New York and entered 
show business at the age of 18, 
when he organized a minstrel show 
jin Denver, where he had been 
raised. 


He later became associated with | 
the late Gus Edwards, songwriter- | 


producer, who put him in charge of 
his vaude revues. Rapf stayed 
with Edwards in a managerial post 
for six years before opening his 
own agency in New York. 

About 1914 he joined Lewis J. 
Selznick and William A. Brady in 


the production of silent pictures in| 
He went to Hol-| 


Fort Lee, N. J. 
lywood in 1921 and was production 
manager at Warner Bros., before 
he joined M-G-M. in 1924. 

He produced all of the late 


| Wolfe Stothart, a son and two 
' daughters, 


ROBERT SHARRON 
Robert Sharron, 28, associate 
editor of Show of the Month News, 
_theatre-party monthly, suicided in 
New York recently. He leaped 





ment house where he resided. 

An engineer by profession, Shar- 
ron had been a quondam actor, and 
recently had been despondent over 
his failure to click in the theatre. 

Parents and two sisters survive. 


OTIS ALLEN KENYON 





Otis Allen Kenyon, 69, chairman | 


of the board of Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt, Inc., advertising agency, 
died of a cerebral hemorrhage in 
Nassau, Bahamas, Feb. 3. 

Kenyon was editor and co- 
author of “Standard Handbook for 
Electrical Engineers.” During the 
first World War he invented the 
welding system used for making 
Liberty Engine cylinders, and sub- 
/ sequently became a member of the 


welding committee of the War 


In Memory Of My Beloved Brother 


HARRY RAPF 


Vice President and Producer of 
Metro Goldwyn Mayer 





Marie Dressler’s films, including 
“Min and Bill.” His other films 
include: “Possessed,” ‘“‘The Late 
Christopher Bean,” “They Gave 
Him a Gun,” “Espionage,” “The 
Women” and “Forty Little Wo- 
men.” 

Rapf “discovered” Joan Craw- 
ford in a New York musical come- 
dy and brought her to Hollywood 
in 1926. Under his guidance she 
became a top ranking star. 

George Jessel delivered the 
eulogy at funeral services held in 
Hollywood yesterday (8). Active 
pallbearers were Louis B. Mayer, 
Eddie Mannix. Charles R. Rogers, 
Arthur Stebbins and Samuel 
Bischoff. William F. Rodgers, Louis 
K. Sidney, Dore Schary, Al Licht- 
man, Ben Thau, Joseph M. Schenck, 
Harry Warner, David O. Selznick, 
Edward Small, Sam Briskin, John 
Stahl, Edward Blackburn, Archie 
Mayo and M. C. Levee acted as 
honorary pallbearers. 

He leaves his wife, Tina; two 


BOB WILLIS 


IN MEMORY OF HIS BIRTHDAY 


February 13, 1949 
Wife EDYTHE 





sons, Maurice and Matthew, both 
in the motion picture industry, the 
former a writer, the latter a writer 
and producer, and a_ brother, 
Arthur M. Rapf, a member of the 


firm of Rapf & Ruden, motion pic-' owned and operated the IXL Wild what goes on. 


ture exhibitors. 


HERBERT STOTHART 

Herbert Stothart, 64, composer 
and musical director, died Feb. 1 
in Hollywood of an ailment that 
had afflicted him since his return 
from England last autumn, Among 
his motion picture achievements 
was his score for “The Wizard of 
Oz,’ which won him an Academy 
Award. 

Previous to his Hollywood 
career, Stothart had established 
himself in the musical world as 
collaborator with George Gersh- 
win, Vincent Youmans, Rudolf 
Frim] and Emmerich Kalman. in 
this country, and with the late 
Franz Lehar in Europe. He and 


Friml co-authored “Rose Marie.” | 


For a time he functioned as 
musical conductor of Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2nd’s productions on 
roadway. 

Metro brought him to Holly- 
wood in 1930 to supervise the 
musical details of the Lawrence 
Tibbett picture, “The Rogue Song,” 


Which was the beginning of an un- | 


interrupted career on that lot. In 


addition to “The Rogue” and “The | 


Wizard,” he handled the scores on 
numerous Metro films, among 
Which were “The Good Earth,” 
Romeo and Juliet,” “Naughty 
Marietta,” “The Yearling,” “The 
Green Years” and “The Unfinished 


Dance,” and was musical director | 


for a series of tunefilms co-star- 


ring Jeanette MacDonald and Nel-| 


Son Eddy. 
Surviving are his wife, Mrs. May 


ARTHUR M. RAPF 


Shipping Board. Another of his 
inventions was that used for weld- 
ing the steel lining of the Catskill 
Aqueduct. He held some 40 weld- 
ing patents. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
son, and a daughter. 

Funeral services will be held in 
Greenwich, Conn. tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 


GEORGE BOTSFORD 


George Botsford, 74, composer | 


and musical director, died in New 
York, Feb. 1. His wife, Della Mae 
Botsford, died last month, 
Botsford had composed a num- 
ber of pop songs and had occasion- 
ally served as musical director for 
vaude production acts and road 
musicals. Some of his best known 
songs were “Doing the Grizzly 
Bear,” “Sailing Down Chesapeake 
Bay.” “Black and White Rag,” 
‘Pride of the Prairie,’ ‘Sahara 
Butterfly,’ ‘Back to Dixie Land,” 
“Silvery Bells” and 
Song.” 
» He was a charter member of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. 


| ZELEMA L. LAMAR 

Zelema Lallement Lamar, 63, 
vet vaude performer. died in San 
Diego, Cal., Jan. 26. She was 
active in the theatre and carnival 
, business for 40 years. Mrs. Lamar 
began as a dancer and singer in 
‘motion picture houses, played in 
'/musical stock and later entered 





‘the carnival field in 1918. With) 


‘her husband, Leon Lamar, she 
| West Show, traveling for many 
' years with the Johnny J. Jones Ex- 
| position and the Morris & Castle 
Shows. She also appeared at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair with Dufor & 
Rogers’ show, “Nature’s Mistakes.” 
ALBERT SPILLMAN 

| Albert Spillman, 85, inventor 
‘and builder of amusement rides, 
died Feb. 1 at Tonawanda, N. Y. 





“Towa Corn | 


Garden Grove 
Grove, Ia. 


theatre, 





Survived by son and four daugh- | 


| 


| ters. 





GENE HOLDER 
| Gene Holder, 50, veteran the- 
|} atre manager, died in Marshall, 
| Tex., Jan. 27. 

He managed houses at Mexia, 
San Antonio, before joining the 
East Texas Theatres, Inc., and 
| managed houses in Overton and 
Nacogdoches and the Strand and 
Paramount in Marshall. 





| Frances Winters, for 15 years 
with the RKO studio wardrobe de- 


partment, died Jan. 31 at the Mo- 
tion Picture Country Hospital, 
| Hollywood. 





Blanche Sewell, 49, film cutter 
at Metro for 25 years, died Feb. 3 
at her home in Burbank, Cal. 
Notable among her chores were 
“Grana Hotel” and “Naughty Mari- 
etta.”” Her last assignment was 
“Take Me Cut to the Ball Game.” 





Peter Cunniff, 62, organizer for 
local 101 of the Independent Mo- 
tion Picture Operators union, died 
in Chicago, Feb. 3. Survived by 
wife. 





Frank J. Freistak, 59, operator 


of the West Shore theatre, New 
Cumberland, Pa.. died in Harris- 


| are Pa., Jan. 30. 


|actor. died at his home in Kenne- 
bunkport, Me., Feb. 1, 


| 





Irving Barnett brother of Jack 
| Barnett, Chi head of Fox-Movie- 
| tone News, died in Chicago, Feb. 2. 


MARRIAGES 


Hilda Sugg to Neil Kearns, Dub- 
| lin, Ireland, Feb. 1. He’s a bantd- 
| leader. 

Julie Almeida to Sonny Skylar, 
| Montreal, Jan. 29. Bride is dancer: 
| he’s a singer-songwriter. 

| Ann Richards to Edmond Angelo, 
| Hollywood, Feb. 4. Bride is a film 
actress; he’s a legit producer. 





| 
| 
| 








BIRTHS 


Mrs. and Mrs. Eugene L. Hud- 
son, daughter, Jan. 29, Los An- 
geles. She’s the daughter of Bud 


& Gladys Murray. ex - “Scandals” 
and Winter Garden terpers, now 


heading the Murray School of 
Dancing in L. A. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Murphy. 
daughter, Evanston, Ill.. Jan. 28. 


Father’s announcer on ABC Break- 
fast Club. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Rothers, 
son, Chicago, Jan. 29. He’s 
engineering chief at WGN-TV, Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill McReynolds, 
|son, San Antonio, January 25. 


| Father is announcer on WOAI in 
| that city. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Singer, 


daughter, East Chicago. Ind.,’ Jan. 
27. Father’s a Jegit producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Veloz. 
| daughter, Hollywood, Jan. 31. 
| Parents are dance team of Veloz 
& Yolanda. 











Subway Pickup 


Continued from page 1 


Web hasn't yet 
/solved the problem of piping the 
signals from the underground 
points to a remote transmitter, but 
| remembering the success of its ex- 
periment from a submerged sub- 
|marine three years ago, is confi- 
| dent a solution can be found. 
Show will be another in the se- 
‘ries of such publie service offer- 
| ings staged by the web, which was 








if 
! 
| etomcarn nn 


| Shortly after World War I, Spill-| initiated by the submarine broad- 


man organized the Spillman Engi- cast. 


neering Co:, which took over the 





NBC last year carried 
through a pickup from an aircraft 


‘development of devices for the carrier out at sea, and last Sunday 
amusement field. specializing in (6) staged a simulated air recon- 
merry-go-rounds for parks, carni- naissance mission in conjunction 
_ vals and circuses. | with the U. S. Air Force, bringing 
iviewers air views of Chicago, 

ETHEL DESMOND _ Cleveland, Washington and N. Y. 


Ethel Desmond. 75, retired ac 
tress, died in San _ Bernardino. 
Cal., Feb. 5. 

She had appeared in practically 
every branch of show business over 
a span of years. prior to her re- 
tirement. Starting out in stock 
‘companies, she later appeared in 
‘vaudeville and musical comedies. 
| Survived by daughter and a son. 

OTTO METZ 

Otto Metz. 58. film stunter and 
former vaudeville acrobat, died 
Feb. 1 in Hollywood. 

For years he was a member of a 
team known as The Flying Met- | 
zettis. 














| . . 
WOR Transcriptions! 


—m=e Continued from page 1 





with waxing “Movie Matinee” at 9 
p.m. Results are highly satisfactory, 
according to the WOR program de- 
partment. Not only are the houses 
full, but the fraus are better be- 
haved and more responsive. while 
the contestants are more genuine. 
Officials reaSon that the pro prize- 
grabbers are home feeding hubby. 

Station feels that success of do- 
ing the “Matinee” after dark may 


R. C. HOADLEY |cue a general trend of transcribing 
R. C. Hoadley, 70, died of a heart |Most daytime quizzers when the 


attack at his home in Humeston, 


studio guests have had a full- 


la., Feb. 2. He was owner and man- | course dinner. 


ager of the Princess theatre, Hume- 
ston, and formerly operated the) 
Garden | 











|to Ned E. Depinet, company prexy. 


/neuvers 
‘split of 


It may be, of course, that the new 
owner desires to liquidate the back- 
log—which the company necessari- 
ly got itself considerably indebted 
to build up—and thus improve its 
credit and cash position. This 
might be valuable in Hughes’ ma- 
relative to the pending 
the theatre-owning and | 
producing-distributing portions of 
the company. 

On the other hand, not viewing 
the picture from Hughes’ cosmic 
financier’s perch. company heads 
responsible for day-to-day opera- 
tion are fearful of the results on 
their organization of a continued 


lack of high-grade product That 
eventually may mean a decline in 
income. 
Figures 
Weekly operating costs of the 


distributing company are reported- 
ly about $150,000. Taking a 
rough of 25° of rental 
income as the company’s charge 


estimate 


against its pictures for distribution, 
it requires billings of $600,000 
weekly to keep it profitably afloat. 
That means a reasonable number 


| of strong pix are necessary. 
| Father, 89, of Philip Ober, legit 


One of the unfortunate aspects 
of a weakened source of product is 
that the effects on the releasing 
organization are self-increasing. As 
individual films get weaker in 
draw, sales departments usually ex- 
perience more trouble selling their 


| whole slate of product, incomes de- 


| gime. 


| Foster. 


|'who just 


| “My 
‘comedy about life in an animated 


cline, etc. It is a situation which 
the RKO execs have seen happen 
to other companies and are anxious 
to avoid. 


While the backlog continues in | 
fairly good shape—from the quan- 
tity standpoint, anyhow—the studio 
has been almost inactive. Only 
one picture has been started and 
completed under the Hughes re- 
That is “It’s Only Money,” 
with Jane Russell and Frank Si- 
natra. Only film now in produc- 
tion is “The Big Steal,’ starring 
Robert Mitchum 


Ins and Outs on Deals 


Number of indie production 
deals made has also been slim, 
while other old ones, such as that 
with the Frederick Brisson-Rosa- 
lind Russell-Dudley Nichols’ Inde- 
pendent Artists unit, have been 
washed out. Samuel Goldwyn, of 
course, continues, and now has in 
production for RKO release “Rose- 
anna McCoy.” Glenn McCarthy, 
completed “The Green 


Promise,” starring Marguerite 


| Chapman and Walter Brennan, for | 
‘distribution by RKO, is planning 


Darling Is a Kangaroo,” a) j I 
| veepee, parried questions as to who 


cartoon studio, for an April start. 


In addition to paring the indie | 
producers, Hughes has _ hacked 
away at the studio’s contract player | 
list. It is now down to a half- 
dozen actors, all on comparatively | 
low salaries. They are Gloria’ 
Grahame, Tim Holt, Robert Ryan, | 
Jack Paar. Robert Bray and Don 
In addition, the studio 
shares Jane Greer, Robert Mitchum 
and Betsy Drake with David O. 
Selznick. 

RKO’s release lineup, as it now 
stands, runs: Feb. 5, ‘‘Tarzan’s 
Magic Fountain”; Feb. 12, ‘Last 
Days of Pompeii” and “She” dual 
reissue, which has already played 
a large number of pre-release en- 
gagements; Feb. 19, ‘Woman's Se- 
cret’” (Maureen O’Hara-Melvyn 
Douglas); March 5, Goldwyn’s “En- 
chantment’’; March 19, ‘‘Mourning 
Becomes Electra”; March 26, Mc- 
Carthy’s ‘Green Promise”; April 2, 
reissue of Goldwyn’s “Pride of the 
Yankees”; April 16, “Baltimore Es- 
capade” (Robert Young, Shirley 
Temple, John Agar); April 30, 
John Ford-Merian C. Cooper’s “Mr. 
Joseph Young of Africa’; (Terry 
Moore); May 21, “Window” (Bar- 
bara Hale-Bobby Driscoll), and 
June 11, “The Judge Steps Out” 
(Alexander Knox-Ann Sothern), 


On the shelf but not yet dated 
for release, are “Weep No 
More” (Joseph Cotten and Alida 
Vaili), ‘Interference’ (Lisabeth 
Scott, Victor Mature and Lucille 
Ball), “Follow Me Quietly” (Wil- 
liam Lundigan-Dorothy Patrick), 
“Stage Coach Kid” (Tim Holt), 
“The Setup” (Robert Ryan-Audrey 
Totter), “They Live by Night” 
(Cathy O’Donnell-Farley Granger), 
“Sam Wilson” ‘Barbara Scott and 
Jeffrey Lynn), “It’s Only Money” 
(Jane Russell-Frank Sinatra), 


i“Rustlers” (Tim Holt), and “Savage 


RKO Backlog Shrinks 


Continued from page 5 t 








+ 








Splendor,” travel pic by Armand 
Denis. 

In addition, RKO will presum- 
ably have three films which Hughes 
made himself and has retrieved 
from UA release. They are ‘The 
Outlaw,” which has had a consid- 
erable playoff; ‘Vendetta’ and 
“Mad Wednesday.” 





Hughes Adding to ‘Vendetta’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Howard Hughes turned director 














today, personally megging added 
scenes for his production of “Ven- 
detta.” Russ Vincent was called 
back for top heavy role in the 
film 

Harry Cohn’s | 
Cae Continued from page 3 





the Cohn pact was the highest reg- 
istered by the. opposition. 

In the course of the battle, Abe 
Schneider, veepee and treasurer, 
told stockholders that Col has 
rallied in the past six months, 
While the quarter ended in Sep- 
tember showed a loss of $23,000, 
the company will be again in the 
black with the December returns, 
Schneider declared. The past six 
months, he said, show a substan- 
tial increase over the year before. 

Directors Harry and Jack Cohn, 
Schneider, Leo M. Blancke, N. B. 
Spingold, Abe Montague and Don- 
ald S. Stralem were reelected with 
the opposition vote in the neigh- 
borhood of 11,300 votes. Proposal 
to expand the current seven di- 
rectors to nine was accepted, 507,- 
683 to 28.776. 

Insurance 

argued that the in- 
surance policies on Cohn’s life 
now have a cash surrender value 
of at least $100,000 and that turn- 
ing them over to the company’s 
president is “waste of corporate 
assets and unjust enrichment of 
the chief executive and his fam- 
ily.” If suit is brought it would 
be on this ground, several stock- 


Dissidents 


| holders said. 


No formal statement was made 
by management to various claims 
of stockholders although a number 
of the statements were tagged as 
erroneous and misleading in the 
course of the give-and-take. Meet- 
ing stretched out for three hours 
and the company execs sought to 
avoid prolonged wrangling. 

In answer to threats of suit, 
Charles Schwartz (& Frolich), Col’s 


| secretary and general counsel, de- 


clared that ‘legally and ethically, 
we are of the judgment that grant- 
ing the contract is proper.’’ Both 
he and Nate B. Spingold, ad-pub 


the new directors would be. Un- 
derstood that one of them will be 


| Arnold Grant, former United Art- 


ists director and personal attorney 
to Harry Cohn. 
Cohn’s Statement 

Statement by Cohn, read to 
stockholders, predicted the climb 
in Columbia profits and declared: 
“IT can sound a note of hope and 
encouragement, at least for Co- 
lumbia Pictures.” Company is ben- 
efiting, he said, from economies 
and “they have contributed to the 
showing we are presently making 
under adverse conditions.” 

Many of the expensive pix pro- 
duced at an earlier time have yet 
to be fully released and amortized, 
Cohn declared. “By the end of 
the March quarter these pictures 
of greater cost will have been sub- 
stantially amortized, and if the do- 
mestic theatre business is no worse 
than presently and the foreign 
problems do not increase, we look 
for a definite improvement from 
then on,” he said. 
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agers said, it may be necessary to 


| get more coin out of the domestic 


market. If that becomes true, they 
addec ‘>on it certainly won't be 
poss:| to eliminate percentage 
selling in all situations. 

Sales chiefs were highly sympa- 
thetic to the plight of the smaller 
exhibitors, as outline’ by the Cole 
committee, but refused to tie them- 
selves down with any restrictions. 
In fact, they pointed out, it will be 
possible to do more for exhibs if 
distributors continue operating on 
a non-definitive policy, under 
which each situation can be dealt 
-with on its own merits. 
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| Woody’s first CAPITOL release: ; . 
“LEMON DROP” - “I AIN'T GETTIN’ ANY YOUNGER” 

Mel’s first CAPITOL release: | 

“CARELESS HANDS” - “HOME GIRL” 
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